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PREFACE. 



In submitting to the Public a brief account of a 
Tour made last autumn through the sea-coast 
counties of Ireland, I may state that the object of 
my visit was chiefly to see as nmch of the oft-pro- 
claimed physical beauties, — the surpassing verdure 
of surface and fertility of soil — the lakes and 
mountains — the cultivated and embellished land- 
scapes of the " Emerald Isle," — as a limited period 
of time would afford me the means of doing ; at 
the same time to take a passing glance at the 
general and external appearance and condition of 
the great mass of the population. Beyond these 
points I was well aware that want of time would 
make it impossible for me, on the present occasion, 
to go a single step. I had once intended to illus- 
trate my little volume with sketches of some of 
those ruined remains of ancient castles and abbeys 
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that are thickly scattered over the surface of Ire- 
land ; but I soon found that any attempt beyond 
that of a few outlines of the humble dwellings of 
the peasantry would entirely frustrate the plan I 
had laid down, by occupying too much of my 
time ; but the reader will be more than compen- 
sated for the want of my indifibrent sketches, by a 
few characteristic etchings from the graver of one 
whose knowledge of Ireland is surpassed only by 
bis skill in expressing it. 

I have avoided — as much as it is possible in Ire- 
land to avoid — the all-engrossing topics of Religion 
and Politics, the difficulty of doing which is in- 
creased since they have become so intimately inter- 
mixed. For the one, I trust I shall always- feel a 
propec respect. Whatever the creed of its professors 
may be — Christian, Jew, or Mahoraedan< — provided 
they act up to the precepts -of the religion th«y 
profess, and do not convert it into an engine <rf 
dissenuon and oppression ; but if the Ministers of 
the Cluistian Religion, be they Protestant or Papist, 
degrade themselves into political partisans-^ if thej 
prostitute their sacred functions to such unworthy 
and inconsistent purposes, aad desecrate their tem- 
ples into theatres for the display of thur political 
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animosities, and their altars for the denunciation of 
those who may differ from, or displease them, they 
render themselves, in my opinion, fit objects for 
public censure and animadversion. 

With regard to Pohtics, the thorough dislike I 
have to engage in party discussions anywhere will 
secure me against coming in collision with con- 
flicting parties in Ireland, — being equally indiffer- 
ent as to Whig or Tory. I have my feelings both as 
regards Religion and Politics, and probably fee] as 
warmly on both, as young men are generally apt 
to do ; but however difficult it may be, particularly 
in Ireland, to restrain those feelings, I trust it will 
not be found that, in any statement of facts or opi- 
nions made herein, I have transgressed the bounds 
of propriety. 

I have been induced to preserve the form of 
letters, the substance of which were, in point of 
fact, written to my family from notes made daily in 
the progress of my tour : much, of course, has been 
mnitted from, and more, perhaps, added to, the 
original letters, to render them better suited to the 
public eye. 
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Betfatt, 29(A JiyiaU 

Having, as you are aware, promised my young 
Mend, Frederick Graham, that I would pay him 
a visit at Netherby, my intention being to pro- 
ceed from thence to Port Patrick, with the view 
of crossing over to Ireland, in which country I 
had determined on making a little tour, I pro- 
ceeded the day I left town, as far as Stamford ; 
here I slept, and from thence went on to York, 
and devoted a day (Sunday) to inspect the Minster, 
that splendid specimen of Gothic architecture, to 
which it may be doubted whether an equal is to 
be found in this or in any other country. 

I attended the morning service, the celebration 
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^ LONDON TO BELFAST. [Letter I. 

of which I thought was more impressive than it 
generally is in cathedrals, and the music exceed- 
ingly fine; but the powers of the grand oi^an 
were displayed to greater advantage in the after- 
noon, when I had the good fortune to hear an 
anthem performed by the celebrated Dr. Camidge, 
one of the first organists, I believe, in this kingdom. 
On viewing the various architectural designs, the 
attention is naturally directed towards that part of 
the Minster which was destroyed by fire about six 
years ago, but which has been admirably restored, 
piece for piece, with the most exquisite workman- 
ship, by the late Mr. Scott, who lost his life by a 
tall from the scaffold, just as he had completed 
a work, which will ever reflect the greatest credit 
on his diligence and skill. It is to be hoped that 
the chapter will mark their sense of the merit of 
Mr. Scott by erecting a tablet to his memory, 
with a suitable inscription, in this part of the 
Minster. 

The following day I proceeded to Carlisle, where 
I slept, and next day pursued my journey to 
Netherby. On crossing Stein Moor we encountered 
one of the heaviest falls of rain I ever remem- 
ber to have been exposed to, even in the Lapland 
mountains. The water literally fell as though it 
had been dischargral fiom the bursting of a water- 
spout ; but, fortunately, I was well provided against 
it by the friendly cloak of Mr. M'Intosh. 

Passing through Penrith, the coachman, with 
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btteiL] LONDON TO BELFAST. 3 

whom I wa^ seated on the box, (^ly usual plftOQ 
whaa I eaji obtain it,) pointed oul^. to m«, by way of 
flncouragfflBsnt I suppose, the place where a faw- 
daya previoue the Manchester mail was overturned 
OQ descending the hill, in conseq^uenoe of the hors^ 
taking fright at the hghtoing. which at the Ume fliok- 
ered along the road. An unfortunate young gentl^- 
mui.who wasonthe coacWbox, was killed on the 
spot, and he was this day buried, two of his brothers 
havipg come to Penrith to perfonn this last melan- 
choly duty. 

I spent three very pleasant days at Netlierby, 
the splendid seat of Sir James Graham, who ie en- 
larging and beautifying the mansion, which stands 
in a well-timbered park, with the river Esk running 
through it, and is part of, and surrounded by, a de- 
mesne of not l«ss than twenty-seven thousand acres, 
tonaing on one side the boundary-line between 
England and Scotiand. I much regretted that the 
period to which 1 was limited would not permit of 
my remaining longer in so delightful a places and 
wheie I received so much kindness from Sir Jameft 
and Lady Graham. I made the best of my time, 
however, in scouring the neighbouring country 
with my friend Graham. 

We one day paid a visit to honest John Liirion, 
the landlord (but not a blacksmith) of "Gretna 
HaU " hotel, Gretna Green, but, unfortunately, this 
lUAed character was away from home ; the room, bow - 
«v«E. was abomn to me in which the marriage OMW- 
b2 
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mony ia usually performed, always in presence of 
a proper number of witnesses, " after the manner of 
the laws of the Church of England, and agreeably 
with the laws of Scotland,' ' as the certificate avers. 
A register of the marriages ia regularly kept; and 
it is not a little amusing to pore over the names of 
the happy couples which have been tied up at this 
spot. I observed that the greater number of the 
fugitives tt) this temple of Hymen were from the 
northern counties of Ireland — from Derry in parti- 
cular. We also rode over to Penton Linns, a part 
of the extensive property of the Duke of Buccleugh. 
The walk by the side of the river Liddell, which 
here runs foaming over its rocky bed, and through 
a deep well-wooded glen, in which the larch was 
predominant, reminded me strongly of similar Nor- 
wegian scenery, but of course far less gigantic. 

It was on the morning of the 28th of August that 
I left Netherby at day-break, and proceeded to 
Gretna, quite alone I assure you, and for no other 
purpose than to await the arrival at that place of 
the mail for Port Patrick; and being. lucky enough 
to secure an outside berth, I arrived at the end of 
my day's journey about bedtime. From Dum- 
fries to Port Patrick the mwl is drawn by two 
horses only, and during one of the stages (that 
into Newtown Stewart) a runaway mare, vrith a 
broken jaw, was harnessed to the coach, conse- 
quently there was no bit in her mouth, and she was 
driven in this cruel and dangerous manner, totally 
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.unmanageable, and galloping furiously without any 
.restraint down the hills, I could not help ob- 
serving to the driver that this was discreditable to 
His Majesty's Post-otfice Department, and highly 
reprehensible in the contractor, as by such an in- 
tractable animal the lives of the passengers were 
placed in great and imminent jeopardy. 

Finding that the steam-packet, which was to 
carry the mail, would not put otF till the following 
morning, I availed myself of the delay to get a 
night's rest at Port Patrick. I had taken with me 
a letter from Sir James Hay, of Glenluce, to Lieut 
Fayrer, who commands the Spitfire, one of the 
Post-ofEce packets which runs between Port Pa- 
trick and Donaghadoe, and on delivering it the 
following morning I received from this otEcer every 
possible attention and civility. The weather was 
fine, and the passage of twenty-two miles occupied 
exactly two hours and twenty minutes, the pleasant^ 
.est voyage, I may safely say, because the shortest, 
that I have ever made at sea. On landing at Dona- 
ghadee, I proceeded to the hotel, where I had not beeii 
long before Lieut. Fayrer called to inform me that 
the Marquess O'Neill, Lord Lieutenant of Antrim, 
was in the town, having come for the purpose of 
sea-bathing ; and to say that he should be glad of 
the opportunity of introducing me to his lordship. 
He did so accordingly, and nothing could be more 
courteous and civil than the reception I met with 
from this kind-hearted and amiable nobleman. 
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His lordship expressed himself most desirous to 
-use all his influence in the county of Antrim to 
assist me in the objects which 1 had in view; and 
regretted that he could not be himself at Shane's 
Castle to receive me ; but the nest beat thing he 
could do would be to give me a letter to his house- 
keeper, directing her to furnish me with bed and 
board as long as it might suit me to stay ; and he 
also gave me a letter of introduction to his brother. 
General O'Neill, who resides at Cushendun on the 
north-east coast, at no great distance trota Fairhead 
and the Giants' Causeway. 

Having ttdten leave of Lord O'Neill and Lieut. 
Payrer, -with my acknowledgments to the latter for 
his kindness and civility, I mounted, for the first 
time, a vehicle, which you, as well as myself, have 
'often heard of, namely, a jaunting-car,— but which 
neither of us, I believe, had ever seen. I shall, 
therefore, endeavour to give you a sketch of this 
article of universal use, as I am assund it is, in Ire- 
land, that you may be prepared for the mode of 
travelling when you visit this country, which to the 
traveller is a matter of no slight importance. I 
was told, however, that they were of two kinds. 
"Would your honour plase to have an inside or 
an outside car ?" "My good fellow, let me know 
what the diflerence is, and I will then tell you." 
"The diSerence, sure, is this:— the inside car has 
the wheels outside, and the outside car the wheals 
inside." * After this lutniaous eiqiosition, I thought 
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it best to see them, and made choice of an outside 
one, whicb I will endeavour, by tiie double aid of pen 
and pencil, to make you comprehend, that you may 
know what sort of thing the usual machine of the 
country is, for the conveyance of passengerB, There 
:taK, it is true, dandy-cars in Ireland as we have 
dandy-cabs in England — but of these I speak not 

Anoutaide car then is this; — a platform or floor 
of a few boards has two sides, whicb are raised up 
and down on hinges — raised, for no other use that I 
oan see, except it be to grease the wheels. These 
sides are of canvass stretched on wooden frames, 
which drop from the edge of a seat, and have a foot- 
board at the bottom of the frame ; the backs of the 
two seats form a narrow loell, as it is termed, for the 
stowage of baggage in the centre, a name by no 
means inappropriate, as it is generally full of water 
when it rains,— and when does it not in Ireland? 
The passengers, of course, sit back to back, which 
made some facetious wag call the vehicle an Irish 
«is-a-xiig. 

If a single person takes it, the driver asks, " Which 
side of the country would your honour like to see?" 
and, quitting his box, perches himself, very much 
■at his ease, cross-logged, on the opposite side. But 
my objections to them are, that they are pc^itively 
dangerous, inasmuch as the legs of the passenger, 
being outside the wheel and totally unprotected, 
are liable to be struck, and perhaps broken, through 
the cu^elesBBoss of the driver, especially when he 



:,q,t,=cdbvGoOgle 



O LONDON TO BELFAST. [Letter L 

has posted himself as I have stated ; and not ^ving 
a single thought whether or not in passing another 
vehicle on the road, or turning a comer, he en- 
dangers "his honour's" legs, which are likewise by 
no means free from a rub of the wheel through 
the canvass when the opposite one plunges into 
a rut. 

If the car has its full fare of four persons, Mid the 
Hibernian Jehu must in that case keep to his stool 
(alias box-seat), it may happen that, twitching the 
mouth of his jaded beast, by way of coaxing him 
into a trot, he pokes his elbow into his neighbour's 
face, with which it is just upon the level. With 
this number in going wp hill, the whole weight of the 
front passenger falls upon him in the rear, which is 
by no means agreeable, particularly if he should 
chance to be a heavy one ; and the same thing must 
happen to the front passenger in going down hill. 

If there be but one in the car, up hill he slips to 
the farthest end of the seat, and dawn hill he is 
involuntarily sent back to the other extremity. Even 
on level ground he is ill at ease, as the points of 
the shafts are generally on a line, or nearly so, with 
the top of the horse's collar; and, consequently, it 
requires no little exertion to maintain his seat and 
avoid these slips. My driver, however, made very 
light of these matters. "Och! your honor will 
asily fall into the way of that." — " Perhaps so, if I 
don't fall out of it !" But, allow ! let us proceed. 

Setting aside, however, all these petty inconve- 
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niences, I must say that, of all the contmancea I 
ever met with in any part of the world, for the 
accommodatioQ of travellers, an Irish car is just the 
very worst, and more particularly so for travellers 
in Ireland, where it rains, I verily believe, at least 
three hundred days out of the three hundred and 
sixty-five; and yet the car affords neither protection 
for his person nor his baggage — (squeezed into the 
well in the middle between the seats) — from the wet 
But an Irishn^an seems never at a loss for an expe- 
dient. "What shall I do," said I, "if it rains T' 
" Change sides wid me, your honour, and if the rain 
comes in front, go over to the opposite side, and take 
it in the rear," A miserable alternative, it must 
be confessed. 

The mail was dispatched from Donaghadee for 
Belfast in a car of the same description, though it 
bore the name of The Royal; and I might have 
availed myself of this conveyance into the town, dis- 
tant about twenty miles, but I learnt that the direct 
road was dull and uninteresting, and might give me 
an unfavourable impression at first starting. I there- 
fore felt myself disposed, in fairness to the Green 
Island, and to avoid catching an early prejudice, to 
take the road which was most likely to give me a 
favourable impression, and that wa^ the one leading 
along the shores of the Lough or bay of Belfast, 
which, although it lengthened the distance, would 
well repay me for the short detour. The drive did 
not disappoint me, nor did my vehicle, for it was 
B 3 
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juBt as uneasy, and gave me just as many mercii«tt 
jars and jolts, as I had anticipated. The diversified 
views of the country, however, fully compensated 
for the inconvenience. On the right was a brood 
expansive sheet of water, on which were a number 
of small vessels, and two or three of a larger class, 
under sail. The opposite shore, enlivened with 
numerous white-washed houses, standing in the 
midst of gardens and cultivated grounds, gave to 
that side of the bay a cheerful appearance; and the 
town of Canickfei^s, with its ancient castle, built 
on a rock that juts out into the sea, is an object of 
importance, and sufficiently near to give an intevest 
to the landscape. 

At a short distance from the opposite coast the 
country rises into a succession of hills, the most im- 
portant of which is that known by the name of Cave 
Hili, said to be upwards of a thousand feet above the 
level of the sea. On the shore of the Lough, along 
which I was travelling, we passed through two 
small bathing-places, the one nanoed Bangor, the 
other Hollywood. They are neat villages, and the 
houses generally appeared to be good; as, indeed, 
they must be, to attract bathers from Belfast and 
the neighbouring country. At Bangor I remarked 
two large cotton manufactories, the one belonging 
(as I was informed) to Colonel Ward, and the other 
to a company at Belfast. Colonel Ward resides in 
a pretty-looking castellated bouse, cwnpletsly sur> 
rounded with plantations and wood, but visible from 
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tbe road. It was here I understood that the late 
Lord Castleraagh was brought up, and received the 
'first rudiments of his education. 

In the course of the journey we passed a poor 
:i^ed woman, who seemed to be exerting herself 
greatly beyond her strength in walking with hurried 
steps towards the town, in pursuit, aa it appeared, 
' of some object of great interest to her. She be^^d 
'hard of the driver of my car to give her a lift, which 
he fiatly refused to do. The |>oor creature uttered 
a most piteous sigh, and said do more ; but, having 
observed the melancholy expression of her counte- 
nance, that denoted some heavy affliction, I felt 
grieved that this little mark of kindness, which 
would have cost him nothing, should have been 
denied to her; and I asked him why he refused to 
receive her, to which he replied, " Sure, your honour, 
we're better without her." " Perhaps," I rejoined, 
" the poor woman may not be of the same opinion." 
This seemed to have its weight. And evidently 
observing that it was my wish, and intention too, to 
accommodate the poor aged and way-worn traveller, 
he presently turned round to me, as we were leisurely 
ascending the hill, and respectfully touching his 
hat, said, " I'm just thinking, plase your honour, 
we'll be apt to take her in now;" and accordingly 
stopped to receive her. I learnt from this poor 
creature that she was actually on her way to Car- 
rickfergus, to which place, she told me, with tears 
in her eyes, ^e was going for the purpose of 
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reclEuming a watch, pocket-book, and pencil-case, 
the property of her son, who had been wrecked in 
a sailing-boat off Bangor, and was unfortunately 
drowned in her presence. By her account he had 
' clung to the mast for several hours, and no one 
on the shore could be prevailed on to venture out 
to his assistance, but coolly witnessed his situation 
and suffering, regardless of all her entreaties. I 
must hope it was the state of the weather alone 
that prevented any attempt to save the life of the 
young man. 

We stopped once, about half way, to give the 
horse a wisp of hay and a httle water ; and in the 
interval I had ample proof that beggars were plen- 
tiful enough in these parts. I was very sorry, too, 
to see some miserable objects amongst them (one 
man dreadfully swollen with dropsy) who ought to 
have been the inmates of an hospital, rather than 
outcasts on a high road. 

The situation of Belfast, at the very extremity of 
the Lough, is low, and not very inviting ; nor could 
any one, approaching it by the road on which I 
had travelled, suppose it, from the view at a little 
distance, to be a town of much importance. With 
this feeling I entered Belfast, across the Lagan, 
over a long and narrow bridge which I was told 
was more than two thousand feet in length, and 
supported on twenty-one stone arches. On driving 
through the town, however, and entering the broad 
High-street, my impression was more favourable. 
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But before I say anything of Belfast, I ou^t tA 
teil you that nothing more astonished me, in pro- 
ceeding from Donaghadee to this city, than the 
extraordinary difference between the appearance of 
the country here, and that which 1 had left on the 
other side of the water. The long dry summer, as 
you know, had converted all the parks and the green 
fields of England, (and Scotland too had partaken 
of the same russet hue,) into the colour and appear- 
ance of a turnpike road; but from the moment of 
landing in Ireland, such was the fresh, vivid, and 
brilliant verdure, interspersed with fields of waving 
com fit for the sickle, that I was ready to exclaim, 
"This truly is the Emerald Islandl" 
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Boole to Antrim— Canntiy neai Belfast — Musereeae Ca»tl«— 
ShaiW Castle— MuidcT of Hie late Biul O'Neill in the TebellioD 
of 1798— Oioimdi of Sbuie'a Caitle—tirekt extent of Tenitoir 
— Uoving Bog — Lough Neagh — Flihery uid FUh — BIvci Baon 
— Sound Tower — Miss Beaufort's Opinion lespecting it — 
DaiUBh Forti, or Baiha — Favouiable Appearance of the People. 

Btlfatt,Z\H AagMt. 

\i was aboutiDidday when I drove into Belfast, and 
established myaelf at the Donegal Arms. My first 
visit was to your friend Captain Skinner, to whom 
you gave me a letter of introduction, and whom I 
found to be one of the chief magistrates of Belfast, 
He was residing with his father and mother, the 
latter of whom was overjoyed, as she told me, to see 
the son of one of the oldest acquaintances she had 
in the world, and whom she had known from her 
infancy. The father is a gentleman well known 
and esteemed by all ranks in Belfast, and one who 
rendered good service to the Government in the 
unfortunate rebellion of 1798. landing that my 
first object was that of visiting Lough Neagh, 
Antrim, and Shane's Castle, Mr, Skinner the elder 
immediately and most kindly volunteered to ac- 
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company me ; and a more acceptable companion 
I could not possibly have had, as he was well 
acquainted nith ererytbing worth seeing in this 
part (^ Ajitrim. The next day was Sunday, and 
we therefore fixed on the following Monday for 
our excursion; and accordingly a jauntuig-car was 
put in requisition for the purpose. 

The environs of Belfast to the westward are 
very beautiful; numerous villas surrounded with 
plantations, the abode chiefly of the opulent mer- 
chants and manufacturers of the town;— neat and 
ccoUfortable'locddng cottages ; — verdant fields, inter- 
sected by bleaching-grounds covered with linen 
as white as snow, — afforded a cheerful and lively 
prospect, more particularly to a stranger not accus- 
tomed in hia own country to lock upon the tatter 
object. The lineivis laid out in long narrow strips, 
the width of the web, and, with the blades of 
grass standing up between them, has the efllect, 
ftam a little distance, which is produced just when 
the snow is in the act of dissolving with the warmth 
of the sun. 

Our road to(^ us near to the foot of Cave Hill, 
which is superior to any other in the neighbourhood 
of Belfast. It is remarkable for having a stratum of 
basalt on the summit, resting upon the great body 
of limestone of which it is composed. Between the 
basalt and the limestone are said to be many caves, 
lined chiefly with a conglomerate. To have visited 
these, and the fine view which this hill must com- 
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mand, would have consumed more time than I had 
to spare, nor could 1 think of dragging my com- 
panion up such an ascent After passing Cave Hill 
the country is flat and well cultivated, and con- 
tinues to be so until the approach to Antrim, afford- 
ing but little to interest the traveller, except the 
gratification to be derived from seeing what is 
always interesting — a country smiling with culti- 
vation, and a peasantry well clothed, and dwelling 
in neat, comfortable houses. 

The first object that catches the attention, on 
approaching Antrim, is the modem steeple or spire 
of the church, which has certainly an elegant ap- 
pearance. It was erected on a plan and at the 
expense of Lord Ferrard, who inherits the Masse- 
reene property in the immediate neighbourhood, 
by virtue of bis marriage with Harriet, Viscountess 
Massereene. Antrim Castle, or Massereene Caetle 
(as I believe it is generally called), is in fact the 
residence of Lord Ferrard. It is situated at the 
extremity of the town, the garden-walls of which 
face the market-place in the centre of the great 
street ; the only one, I may say, in the town, and 
which runs parallel with a sort of canal, called the 
Six-mile- water. The Castle is nothing more than an 
ordinary dwelling-house of a gentleman, with seve- 
ral small but comfortable apartments, leading into 
each other, — some of them hung round with pic- 
tures, consisting chiefly, however, of family por- 
traits. The grounds, bordered on one side by 
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Lough Nea^, are laid out with great taste ; and 
the lime-tree avenues are very beautiful. 

At Antrim we procured another car to take 
uB to Shane's Castle, the seat of the Marquess 
O'Neill, in order to give the horse which had 
brought us from Belfast an opportunity of feeding 
and resting himself, as we intended to return in tin 
course of the evening. The distance to Shane's 
Castle is very trifling, and might soon be ap- 
proached by walking through Lord Ferrard's park ; 
but, as the chief object in visiting Shane's Castle 
was to go round the grounds, which I was told were 
very extensive and beautiful, and that we should 
not be able to do so on foot in the short time we had 
to spare, we proceeded thither in our car. 

You are probably aware that the castle was 
burnt down in the year 1816, and that nothing waa 
left remaining but the mere walls, which still pre- 
sent to the view a grand and melancholy ruin. The 
fire took place in the evening, when a large party 
of the Marquess's friends were at dinner. One of 
the chimneys, it is said, caught fire, and continued 
to bum till it approached near the top, when it 
burst out with great violence, and, communicating 
with the timbers of the roof, spread with such 
rapidity, that the upper story was instantly involved 
in one general conflagration.' Every attempt to 
extinguish the flames was in vain, and the whole of 
this venerable pile was reduced to a ruin. The 
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title-dnadfl and valuable papers of the famfly, to- 
gether with some of the plate, were the only article 
«av»d,— everything else perished in the flames. 

OloBe to these ruina, but a little apart from them, 
the foundation, up to the ground-atory, of a new 
manskm-houae appears to have been laid, and pro- 
eeedfld upon by the present Earl; but the intention 
of continuing it has long since been abandoned. 
The plan appeared to be on a magnificent scale ; 
and the edifice, if ctnnpleted, would unquestionably 
have far surpassed the fonner, which, from a draw- 
ing I have seen, could never have boasted of much 
architectural beauty. 

In lieu, then, of a stately castle. Lord O'NeiU 
contents himself with the far more simple and, at 
the same time, convenient residence, fitted up in a 
long range of offices, with every possible attention 
to ctnufort, and a total disregard of all ostentation, 
forming a cheerful suite of apartments, in which he 
can lodge and entertcun a very great number of his 
{riends. I cannot give you a better idea of what 
Lord O'Neill has done, than by saying, that it is 
just the plan which I understand your friend Sir 
George Warrender adopted at Glifd^i, where the 
ancient house suffered the same fate as Shane's 
Castle. In one of the rooms was a parchment, 
framed, bearing an inscription in gilt letters, which 
I read, as I have often before done, with great satis- 
iaction. It was a copy of the eubwot given to 
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LordGranrille by his late Majmty, George III., 
when applied to in Marob, 1S07, respecting Catho- 
lic emancipation. 

" Mt Lord, 

" i ah one of those that respect ah 

oath; I HAVE FIRHKBS3 '80FFICIBKT TO QtnT HT 
VRBOHE, AMD BBTIRE TO A COTTAeE, OR TO FLAO& 
KT NBOK OfOti A BLOCK OK A SCAFFOLD, IP MT 
PEOPLE BEqtriBE IT; BUT I HAVE NOT RB8OLDTI0K 
TO BHBAE AM OATH, WHICH I TOOK IN THE HOST 
SACRED MANNER AT WT CORONAnON." 

May diis noble sentiment, «o beautifully and 
energetically expraieed, never be lost sight of by 
any future monarch of this realm ! 

I have already told you that I was accompanied 
to .Shane's Castle by Cf^toin Skinner's father. 
That I was so, I thought myself most lucky, as the 
presence of one who took so active a part during 
the rebellion, and who was quartered in theee 
parts at the very time of the memorable battle of 
Antrim, when Lord O'Neill (the father of the pre- 
sent Earl) was cruelly murdered, could not fail to 
add a more -than common interest to my visit 
This interest was doubly inoreaaed from the cir- 
comstanee of Mr. dinner falling into conversation 
with an old housekeeper, who had been forty yeaaa 
and upwards in the family, and who had aeon 
many a sad change in so great a lapse of tiiUB. 
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The firet meuting of two persona who were present 
at the memorable event of the death of Lord O'NeiU, 
■ — now thirty-seven years ago, — was to me, aa well 
as to the parties, an interesting occurrence, and I 
listened to the tale of their recollections with great 
attention. 

It was on the 6th of June, 1798, in the midst of 
the rebellion, that the rebels attacked Antrim, 
when Lord O'Neill had his horse wounded and 
it became restive and refused to advance. In this 
state, while endeavouring to ui^e it forward, hia 
lordship was knocked down by a pikeman, and 
mortally wounded when on the ground within fifty 
yards of a party of yeomanry, posted behind the 
wall of Lord Massereene's garden. His lordship 
shot one of the men who attacked him, and the 
yeomanry two more, but the fellow who had given 
him the mortal wound escaped. 

The body was carried into the hall of Massereene 
Castle ; and Mr. Skinner pointed out to me, when 
there, the exact spot where it was placed. He was 
a nobleman universally esteemed; of whom Sir 
Richard Musgrave, in his History of the Rebel- 
lion, justly remarks, that 

He had a tear for pity, and a hand 
Open sa day for melting charity. 

Shane's Castle is finely situated on the north- 
east comer of Lough Neagh, and commands an 
extensive view of the Lough, of which, however, I 
am no great admirer, sxcept for its expanse of 
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water, which reminded me of the great Wenem 
Lake in Sweden in this respect, that, standing on 
their lx>rders, the waters of both, like those of the 
sea, are to the spectator boundless. The eastern 
shore is not very interesting, as far as the eye can 
reach; and I understand the western one is still 
less so, being one dead fiat, a very considerable 
part of which is overflowed in the winter season. I 
had not the opportunity of enlarging my view, as 
Lord O'Neill's steam-yacht was under repair, which 
otherwise, through his lordship's kindness, would 
have been at my disposal I regretted this the 
more as I was anxious to see Ram Island, on which 
there is a round tower; as well as some other spots 
on this shore of the liOugh that are said to be 
worth visiting. The yacht was sharp built, and 
drew but little water— the engines of thirty-six 
horse-power. Nothing could be more elegant than 
the manner in which she was fitted; and the Mar- 
quess, I was told, made frequent use of her, and 
spent much of his time on the Lough. 

The grounds of Shane's Castle are, in a great 
measure, thrown open to the public ; but no one, I 
believe, b allowed to visit the deer park without 
special permission. In driving throu^ the latter I 
remarked some fine herds of deer, and among them 
four or five bucks of a larger kind than are usually 
met with. The keeper informed me that there were 
no less than five hundred head of deer in the park, 
A new, and I may say elegant, cottage had just 
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been auected for the dwelling of the gam^eeper^ 
and tile building was naally so tasteful, and alto.- 
getliQF pr^ented so. desirable a rasidencs, and in 
such a cbsnning situation, tlmt 1 almost envied \m 
occupatioD of it 

The flower-garden appeared to be well kept iip> 
and among the plants I remarksd an American 
aloe, which was of finer growth than any I have 
seen elsewhere.. The drive through the finely- 
m>oded grounds of Shane's Castle cannot fail to 
afibrd to the nmst fastidious a high treat. This 
part of the demesne extends from tiie north-east 
comer of Lough Neagh to R^jdalstown, abouli 
thcee miles in length, and of the mean width of one 
mile, and consequently contains aji ar«a of aboufc 
two thousand acres. It is well planted with woods 
of oak, beech, and elm, — the beech-traes remark- 
ably fine ; and the river Main, which divides the 
grounds from the deer-park, and contacts them by 
two bridges, is embosomed with wood. The deer- 
park I should suppose to he nearly, if not wludly, 
equal to a square mile, or six hundred and forty 
acres. 

In a lonely sequestered spot, concealed by a 
thick plantation of trees imd shrubbery, is the old 
femily burial-place, consisting of a vault, well cal- 
culated to insphv melancholy thoughts, which I 
was disposed to indulge 'm, till acsnewhat relieved 
by the perusal of an inscription over the door 
in which the iteratimi of the names of M'Shane, 
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M'iBriBn, and. JA'Vbeika, ring ihe chaagM as 
merrily as the paridi bdls. 

" This vault was buUt by Shane M'Brieii M'i^ie- 
lim M'Shane M'Brien M'Phelim O'NeiU, Esq., in 
the ye^ 1722, for a burial-place to hims^ and 
tamily, of Clanneboy." 

Some idea may be formed of what the territory 
consisted which formerly beloaged to tlie OWcills 
of Shane's CasUe, whea I state (and i do so und^ 
the hand of Lord 0'Neiit> that " the renuumt (^ 
the estate consists of about fifty-two thousaod firs 
hundred Irish acres (eighty-five thousand English), 
of which about thirteen thousand five hundred 
Irish aie let in perpetuity, at almost nominal reida, 
and the remainder mostly on twenty-one years' 
leases, and in small farms, few of them exceeding 
twenty acres." I may add, that the tenantry of this 
spiendid estate, as far as I had an opportunity of 
ascertaining, consider the preseot Lord O'Neill as 
ft most kind and excellent landlord *. 

The only outlet of the waters of Lough Neagh 

* Put of ttte dememe is bog, and a remarlta.b1e dieamataace 
anGDnad diortiy nftar laj *i^, of a part of Farlough Bog, to the 
eutwaid of the Bnei ICuu, BLipping away to the Borth-aMt, 
blocking up the mBil-coBch road from Bandalatown to Ballp- 
mena, and caatinuing its route into the lUvei Hun, coreiing 
aliont fffty aciea of arable land. The bog from which it took 
H* fli^t vai ^Mut one himABd and fintj acfea. Taldng tba 
snrage depth of tjje land covered at thiae feet and a hol^ tha 
quantity of bog moved will be ec[ual to 282,333 cuUc oi solid 
yardi. It is said that muttitudea of fiali were poiMned by that 
yaitof the bo^wliichfloatad into tha Mani. 
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is about the centre of the northern extremity, at a 
place called Toome ; and here there is a substantial 
bridge of nine arches over the river Bann, which 
supplies the place of an inconvenient feny : it was 
built by the late Earl O'Neill at his own expense. 
This river, after passing through a small lake 
named the Beg, continues to flow to the northward, 
till it empties itself into the. North Sea a little be- 
yond Coleraine. As not fewer than twelve or four- 
teen streams flow into this great Lough, some from 
every part of the compass, and as its waters are 
wholly discharged by the Bann, it will readily he 
supposed that the neighbouring shores, being low, 
are subject to frequent inundations when the heavy 
rains have set in. Lieut. Graves, who carefiiUy 
surveyed the Lough, mentions in his report that, at 
such periods, it usually rises from six to liine feet 
perpendicularly, and spreads over about ten thou- 
sand acres of land more than it does at its lowest, 
when its surface is said to extend over a space of 
not less than one hundred thousand acres. 

The dimensions of Lough Neagh, by the Ord- 
nance Survey, are about seventeen miles mean 
length, and ten miles mean breadth, making one 
hundred and seventy square miles, or one hun- 
dred and eight thousand eight hundred statute 
acres. The summer level of the lake is forty- 
eight feet above the level of the sea at low water, 
spring-tide. It has more than once been proposed 
to drain Lough Neagh, which, however absurd. 
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and even impossible, is every now and then brought 
into discussion. The soundings, as ascertained by 
Lieut Graves, are not leas than ninety-eight feet 
on the north-west side, and, generally, from forty to 
fifty and sixty feet. The inundation, however, on 
the western coast might be prevented, and the ac- 
quisition of some land from the sides of the lake be 
at the same time obt^ned, if a cut to the eastward 
of the rocky outlet of the Bann were made a few 
feet deeper than the bed of that river at Toome, and 
carried into it at a short distance lower down. 

The Lough is entered on the south-east comer by 
the Belfast canal, which joins the river Lagan; but 
there is said to be some defect in the required sup- 
ply of water. The intention is to continue this 
navigation across Ireland into Donegal Bay, by 
opening a canal on the south-west comer of the 
Lough, and carrying it across the level country into 
Lough Erne, which is now under a survey by two 
lieutenants of the navy, from whence the navi- 
gation, by the river Enie, or a canal, is intended to 
be carried to Ballyshannon. 

The lake abounds in various species of the 
salmon tribe and, besides those periodical visiters 
from the sea, with the common trout and the char, 
die perch, the bream, the pike, and other species of 
fish. The gUlaroo trout, which is found in most of 
the lakes of Ireland, is plentiful in Lough Neagh. 
This trout was once considered as a distinct species, 
but I believe it has been decided that their thick 
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membranous stomach, which assumes the appear- 
ance of a gizzard, is caused by feeding on the Helix 
tentaculata And the TeUma cornea. The lake is 
more particularly noted for the abundance of fresh- 
water herrings, as they are called, or poUan (which 
is a salmo), and eels ; these, taken together, may 
he stud to constitute the principal fishery. The 
salmon wtuch ascend the Bann do not remain in the 
Lough, but frequent the several influent rivers, in 
order to spawn. Lieut. GraTeg, in speaking of the 
value of the fisheries, says, that the present Earl 
O'NeiU purchased the right of the eel-fisheries 
alone, on the lake and the Bann, from the Marquess 
of Donegal, for 8000^., besides the payment of a 
yearly rent of 400A The multitude of eels that 
frequent Lough Neagh are SMd to be almost in- 
credible, and they soon grow to an enormous size 
aAer reaching the lake ; that they ascend the Bann 
in shoals, like pieces of packthread, aaA are so 
weak, as to he assisted in their progress past the 
falls, or rocky parts of the river, by wisps of straw, 
to enable them to crawl up. 

A notion prevails among the peasantry of the 
existence of a city beneath the waters of Lough 
Neagh. One of the Irish seamen employed by the 
Lieutenant, while heaving the lead, on finding a 
sudden alteration in the depth of water, and some 
obstruction in getting up the line, is said to have 
exclfumed in sober earnest, " By my sowl. Captain, 
it's down a ekimtey, your honour !" This puts me 
in mind of a verse of Moore :— 
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On Lough NflBgh's banks, at tha fiahemaa Itrays, 

When the clear cold eia'a dteliaing. 
He sees the Round Towers of otbei days 

In the iravea beneath him shining. 

Among the Irish legenda it is also reported, that 
Fin M'Coul, who they say is Fingal, scooped out as 
much mud from Lough Neagh as, being thrown into 
the Irish Channel, created the Isle of Man ; and 
this may be proved by the latter being of the same 
shape and size — which it is not; but Pat has more 
con6dence in the legend than in the most accurate 
measure that can be made. It is also believed that 
the waters of Lough Neagh possess the quality of 
converting wood into stone, which, as far as I could 
leam, is not exactly true, though the soil and some 
little streamlets on the shores possess that power. 
I was told, indeed, that the best hones for setting 
razors and other cutting instruments are the petri- 
factions of holly, which are sold in Dublin as Lough 
Neagh hones. Abundance of pebbles, resembling 
agates and calcedonies, are gathered on the beach, 
and offered for sale to visiters. 

In the grounds of Mr. Clarke, at the distance of 
about a mile to the right, or east of the town of 
Antrim, — 



It is one of those numerous towers which are met 
with in various parts of Ireland, and which have 
caused so much matter of conjecture among the 
c2 
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learned, as to the purpose for which they were 
built, no certain tradition remaining with respect 
to them. Some suppose them to have been belfries, 
which is considered as the more probable, from 
their generally standing near the ruins of churches ; 
others designate them as watch-towers; others 
again imagine them to have been the abode of her- 
mits; while many contend that they were store- 
houses, in which were deposited articles of value, 
more particularly books. Few have entered more 
deeply into the question than Miss Beaufort, and 
few, perhaps, so well qualified to discuss the merits 
of it. She has examined all the authorities, ancient 
and modern; and having come to the conclusion, 
which I believe to be generally adopted, that civili- 
zation has rolled on from the east to the west, she 
infers that Ireland, long before the Christian era, 
was peopled by some of the Oriental nations, and 
conceives, from some curious analogies, that Persia 
may have been the cradle. The same thought has 
been entertained by others, one of whom grounds 
his opinion on the similarity of the names Iran and 
Erin, which is of no great weight. Miss Beaufort 
winds up her ideas concerning the round towers by 
saying, that " from the above details it seems a 
reasonable conclusion, that lofty, slender towers, in- 
tended, like the obelisk and pyramid, to symbolize 
a ray of the sun, were erected to preserve the sacred 
fires of Bel*." We are therefore to understand that 
* TiaamctioD* of the Roykl Itish Academy, vol. zt. 
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the four windows, in the upper part of the tower, 
corresponding with the four cardinal points of the 
compass, were intended for the exhibition of the 
sacred fire ; and that the ruins which adjoined them, 
where no church ha« been erected, were the cells 
in which the 6re was kept burning. The idea of 
their serving as belfries is completely scouted ; and 
the churches, or ruins of churches, so frequently 
near them, are supposed to have assumed these 
stations from a feeling of the religious character of 
the towers, just as some of the Pagan temples of 
Rome were selected as places for Christian worship. 
The tower, which I visited near Antrim, might 
be from eighty to ninety feet in height, and from 
fifteen to eighteen in diameter at the base. I 
was desirous of obtaining a look at the inside, but 
found it quite impracticable. The entrance, or 
door-way, turned with a Roman arch, was about 
twelve or fourteen feet from the ground, something 
like that of our Martello towers, without steps, and 
no ladder at hand. The workmanship was perfect, 
the joining of the stones presented a fine line, and 
■ the cement as hard or harder than the stones. I 
have heard that the foundation of one of these towers, 
giving way on one side, caused its centre of gravity 
to lean beyond its base : it fell, and not a stone of it 



But before I leave the vicinity of the Lough, I 
must mention to you another object of antiquity 
to be met with in thousands in this country, and 
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which are in multitudes around the shores of Lough 
Neagh. These are the ratbs, or what are usually 
called — improperly, I should think — DanUk forts ; 
as they are found in numbers far exceeding those 
which the invading Danes could erect, and in places 
where the Danes never set foot. They are con- 
structed, if such a term can be applied to them, 
on hills, or little eminences where such are to be 
found, if not, on the plains. They are all circular, 
and most commonly complete circles, surrounded by 
a sort of breast-work, from which they slope down to 
a moat or ditch that runs round them. A section 
through the centre would be thus represented : — 




A B, Section through the diaTneter. 

C D, Moot, or ditch. 

£ F, Original Bummit bf the hill. 

6, Subteiiaaeau chkmben. 

g, PMSoge to iiibtenBaeaa chunhers. 
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Though usually on the Bummits of hills, they art 
not unfrequently, at least in the neighbouriiood of 
Lough Neagh, on the plain. Sometimes they arc 
planted with trees. The word rath is understood 
to mean safety, secairity ; and the probable conjec- 
ture is that, when Ireland was in a more savage and 
disturbed state than now, these raths served as so 
many fortified habitations, in which whole families 
lived together with their cattle, as places of security 
against the depredations of their neighbours or some 
common enemy. Many of them are now disfigured 
and demolished, but are easily distinguishable 
lising above the common surface. In the Ordnance 
Maps they are mailed as forts. I am disposed 
to think that my friend, Crofton Cn^er, who 
Itnows more of the history of Ireland than most 
people, is right when he says, " To me it appears 
probable that these works were thrown up by the 
native Irish around their little wigwam settlements, 
IS a defence against any sudden attack from an 
MWmy, or from wolves, and that subterranean 
chambers or cellars were formed for granaries, or 
as secure depositories in time of danger for the 
their rude property." Why should not their wig- 
wams have been within the entrenchments ? Miea 
Beaufort mentions s<miething like ruins beii^ found 
in some of the large ones, which are supposed to 
b«ve been the casdes of the kings or chiels. The 
perfect state in which numbers of these raths are 
found is ascribed by Mr. Croker to the gross super- 
stition of the peasantry, who regard them as the 
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abode of " good people " or fairies, and who believe 
that some severe misfortune would befal the person 
who should be indiscreet enough to disturb them. 
In the two parks of Shane's Castle there are not 
less than fifty of these ratha, many of them planted 
with fir and other trees. Some few mounds, such 
as those we call barrows, were also planted. 

Gratified in the highest degree with this day's 
excursion, having every where observed the pleasing 
aspect of the country, the land smiling with cultiva- 
tion, the people cheerful, well-behaved, well-clothed 
generally, and in apparent robust healtl^ which 
was also the case with those 1 met when skirting the 
shores of the Bay from Donaghadee to Belfast (with 
the exception of a few beggars with whom I fell in) 
— seeing this healthful state of the country, I could 
not forbear asking myself, " Can this be Ireland ?" 
Is this that accursed country where we are told the 
most horrible and deliberate murders are of eveiy- 
day occurrence — where political feuds and reli^ous 
animosities and persecutions tear to pieces the bonds 
of society — where the peasantry are clothed in rags, 
—huddled together in wretched hovels — feeding on 
potatoes and butter-milk, and frequently not able 
to procure these — in short, reduced to a state of star- 
vation and extreme want — where ? — but I forget 

that I am but as yet on the threshold of the island, 
in the immediate neighbourhood of a long-esta- 
blished, prosperous, commercial and manufacturing 
city, and one of the very few in which the Protestant 
religion may he said to be predominant. 
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An uQiisual Distuibuice — Orangemen and Calholia — Militaiy 
called out — Fatal result — Imprudence and impolicy of such 
DiituTbancei— BelfsGt a Commercial and Hanufacturlnf; Town 
— FtipulatioQ— Low Situation of— Eniirona— The Ba; of Bel- 
fast — ImprovemeDta suggested : as to ila naTigaliou, docki, &c 
— Chai^ of thePacket-SlationB — Cotton and Linen Manufac- 
totea — Chief Exports and Imports. 

Btifiul, In Seplemier, 1835. 

It was not long after our return to this city before 
Captain Skinner proved to me, from an event that had 
recently taken place, and in which, as a magistrate, 
he had a very unpleasant part to act, that Belfast 
was not alt<^ether exempt from those lamentable 
effects produced by the demons of discord, which, 
in other parts of Ireland, are perpetually disturbing 
the public peace. It appears that some four or five 
thousand raw, uneducated Catholic labourers from 
the south had, within a few years, poured into the 
city, to supply the demand for labour, which the 
emigrations to America, and the flourishing state of 
its commerce and manufactures, called for; a call 
that was soon answered from that inexhaustible hive, 
wluch is also pouring, in a constant succession, its 
swarms into tbe commeroial and manufacturing 
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cities of Great Britain ; a supply which, at the same 
time, produces a mixture of good and evil, a benefit 
and a nuisance. 

As it is very likely that you may have heard of 
the dbturbances to which I allude, and which took 
place at Belfost on the 12th July, when Captain 
Skinner was under the painful necessity of ordering 
the military, who had acted with the utmost forbear- 
ance, to fire upon the people, as the only means of 
suppressing a prolonged and dangerous riot, it may 
not be uninteresting to you to know something of 
the particulars of this affair. 

It occurred on the Sabbath day, which was the 
12th of July, the anniversary of the "Glorious 
Memory." An arch had been erected by the Orange 
party on the previous evening, without the authority, 
as far as I can learn, of any of the Orange lodges. 
Of course the "Romans," as they are familiarly 
called in Ireland by those of the opposite party, 
were not idle. A green arch was thrown across 
Sandy-row, which, in a severe conflict, had been 
torn down by the Orangemen, who had t&ken up 
their posiljon in the vicinity of Christ Church. 
The usual ammunition, so plentifully supplied by 
Mr. M'Adam, was brought into play on the pre- 
sent occasion. Many of the military were severely 
injured, and Captain Skinner, shortly aAer reading 
the Riot Act, was knocked from his horse to the 
ground by a stone, which struck him on the side 
of his head, and was carried away senselesa. 
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In this present instance then ia no doubt that 
the Orange party wore greatly to blame. The 
Catholics were willing to take down their arch, 
indeed tbey actually did so, but it was with the 
understanding that their opponents should do the 
same. Every persuasion was node use of to induce 
the Orangemen to follow the good example set by 
the Catholics, but all to no purpose. The disturb- 
ances had commenced at an early hour, and night 
closing in, it became necessary to take efiectutJ 
means to disperse the mob, which filled the streets. 

As generally happens on similar occasions, a 
poor woman lost her Ufe under the fire of the mili- 
tary. An inquest was hel4 on the body, which, 
being taken up as a party affair, lasted three or 
four days, and all the particulars of the affray were 
carefully inquired into. One of the most respect- 
able witnesses stated his convictiou, that Captain 
Skinner and the military acted with the greatest 
and most exemplary forbearance ; and that to such 
a degree was it carried on the part of the Capt^n, 
that it had almost the appearance of timidity. The 
Jury returned a verdict, that " Ann Moore came 
to her death, in consequence of a gun-shot wound 
inflicted by one of the military whilst in the execu- 
tion oi his duty, in quelling a dangerous riot, under 
the orders of the civil magistrate at Belfast, on the 
12th of July." 

Though riots of this kind are not of unusual oc- 
ctimnoe in the great towns of Ireland, and happen 
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but too frequently in some of those of Great Britain ; 
yet here, in Belfast, where every one is too much 
engaged in his own business, and where neither 
religion nor politics have interfered to disturb the 
harmony of society, it could not fail to create a great 
and uneasy sensation. 

It appears to me to be a wrong feeling, as well 
as mistaken policy, to exhibit those ostentatious dis- 
plays, which "The Glorious Memory of William 
III." annually calls forth in various parts of Ira- 
land, but hitherto with less violence and less fatal 
results, as I understand, in the province of Ulster 
than in any of the other three. To triumph over 
and to insult five-sixths of an unoffending population 
would appear to be as unmanly as it is indiscreet. 
It is not the province of man "to visit the sins of 
the fathers upon the children." It is a great want 
of discretion, to say the least of it, perpetu^ly to 
remind the existing and blameless generation of what 
they have lost by the ofifences of their forefathers, 
as is too frequently done by the exhibition of inso- 
lent exultation, which tends to no better purpose 
than to stimulate the offended and — be it always 
remembered — the losing party, to use their best 
energies for the recovery of what they consider 
themselves to have been unjustly deprived. I am 
much mistaken if these be not the sentiments of 
the respectable and right-thinking inhabitants of 
this city. 

You will not expect me to say much of Belfast 
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It is a lai^, and I may say, a very improving com- 
meixial and m&nufacturing town, containing, as was 
supposed, not less than sixty thousand inhabitants, 
eighteen thousand of whom are said to be of the 
Established Church, eighteen thousand Roman 
Catholics, and the remainder composed chiefly of 
Dissenters of the various sects of Presbyterians, 
Methodists, and other eeceders from the Establish- 
ment. The number of Catholics, as above stated, I 
have reason to suppose is exaggerated, but they are 
increasing rapidly in proportion to the rest. But 
the state of the population of this prosperous city in 
1831 will be seen accurately from the tables of Mr. 
Marshall, who has, with an extraordinary degree of 
labour and intelligence, digested the Parliamen-' 
taryRetumsinto tables of ready reference. By these 
it is stated to have been, in 1831, fifty-three thou- 
sand two hundred and eighty-seven, of which the ■ 
male population, of twenty years of age and up- 
wards, was twelve thousand two hundred and thirty- 
one, and of this number, one hundred and twenty- 
six only were employed in agriculture; five thou- 
sand six hundred and fifty-four retailers and han- 
dicraftsmen; eight hundred and eight mantifac- 
turars ; one thousand three hundred and sixty-eight 
capitalbts and professional men ; labourers, other 
than agriculturists, three thousand and sixty-seven, 
and nine hundred and thirty-eight various ; male 
servants, two hundred and eighty-three, and female 
servants of all ages, two thousand four hundred and 
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twenty. Total population in the year 1821, tbirty- 
saren thousand two hundred and seventy- seven ; 
and in 1831, fifty-three thousand two hundred and 
eighty-seven j increase in ten years, sixteen thou- 
sand and ten, which, assuming the same propordtm 
of increase, would give sixty thousand nearly in the 
year 1835. The cireomstance alone of a yearly 
increase of one thousand six hundred inhabitants in 
a population of fiftyTthree thousand two hundred 
and eighty-seven, is the strongest proof that ctnild 
be given of the increasing prosperity of Bel&st. 

lliere is little to admire in the town itself. It is 
pretty open, with wide streets ; but there is a same- 
ness in the buildings, mostly of red brick, that 
takes away from any lively character which a lai^ 
city might otherwise possess. The shops in the 
priocipal streets are handsome and well stocked; 
among them I observed several booksellers. The 
streets are generally laid out with a line, and 
some of them are well built and airy, particularly 
the High-street ; but there is no attempt at aspiring 
to architectural beauty, nor, indeed, have any of the 
public buildings much to boast of in this respect. 
The neatest structure in the town is the Commercial 
Hotel, which, though by no means remarkable as 
a public building, has undoubtedly an el^;ant 
appearance. The Linen Hall, in Donegal-square, 
and the Poor House, will both attract attention, 
not so mudi for their beauty, as their large dimen- 
sibns. The Academical Institute is a fine build- 
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ing, and the Custom House a miserobU one. Then 
are three chun^es, none of them remarkable; 6ve 
or six Presbyterian, two Catbolic, four Metho- 
dists and one Quaker meetiog-houses. One of the 
prettiest buildings, to my taste, is the Cbapal of 
Ease, that is to say, the portico of the ch^tel, with 
which I was much pleased; but owing to the bad 
foundation it is out of the perpendicular, having, 
as I was told, already been once taken down for a 
similar tendency. The fact is, and it has been 
sufficiently shown by the sinlung of all the public 
buildings, that they are founded on a morass, and 
that the engineers have neglected the necessary pre- 
caution of setting them on piles. The pansh 
diurch of St Anne was under repair owing to the 
sinking of the foundation. 

I attended divine service in the chapel above 
mentioned on Sunday, and observed the walls to 
have sunk so raucb^ that the floor of the centre, or 
aisle of the chureh, was considerably raised. This 
chapel appears to have been built by subscription, 
a large portion of the money Imving been supplied 
by tbe Board of First Fruits. After service, or 
rather before the sermon, a collection was made 
for tbe poor, a practice which I understand to be 
common in the Protestant churches throu^ut the 
island, and a very necessary one in a country where 
tbe poor are so nmnerouB and destitiite as in Ireland, 
and where there is no provision established for them 
bylaw. 

The situation of Belfast is necessarily low, being 
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close to the bottom of the bay for the convenience 
of trade; so low, indeed, that on more occasions 
than one, it ha^ been subject to inundations when 
the river Lagan was in a state of flood, and opposed 
to the rising tide. I have conversed with those who 
remember to have seen the wat«r above the ground 
floors of the bouses, and the inhabitants obliged to 
go in boats from one part of the town to another. 
But though the town is situated in a hollow, the 
environs are extremely pretty. I thought myself 
well repaid by a drive up the Castlereagh hills, from 
whence is obtained a fine view of the rich valley, 
through which flows the river Lagan, till it empties 
itself into the Lough of Belfast 

The Botanical Garden, situated about a mile 
from the town, on what is called the Old DubUn 
Road, is also worth visiting, nqt to botanists alone, 
but to all who enjoy a pleasant waltc and a fine 
prospect. The surrounding hills, richly cultivated 
to the summit, are studded with numerous country 
residences, some of considerable size, chiefly belong- 
ing to the merchants and principal manufacturers 
of Belfast These villas meet the eye in all direc- 
tions. One of them, belonging to Mr. Thompson, 
the banker, a brother-in-law of Captain Siuuner, 
from whom I received great attention, is about two 
miles out of the town, situated at the very foot of 
Cave Hill, immediately overlooking the Lough of 
Belfast, and commanding an extensive view, not 
inferior, in my opinion, (when the tide is in,) to any 
prospect that land and water can aflford. 
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There are few places, perhaps, of the same amount 
of population, where a greater number of indivi- 
duals in easy circumstances are to be met with than 
in Belfast ; or more ready to bestow their wealth on 
charitable purposes, or to embark their property 
on private enterprise ; in this respect 1 should com- 
pare it, on a small scale, with Liverpool. One 
merchant has built, entirely on his own account, 
two magnificent steam-vessels, which run between 
this port and Liverpool for the purpose of facili- 
tating commercial intercourse. Their names are 
the Falcon and Corsair. I chanced to see one of 
them, and, as far as my judgment goes, I should 
pronounce her a very beautiful specimen of this 
kind of vessel. 

In your letter to Captain Skinner, you begged of 
him to show me "the lun» of Belfast." I could 
not help remarking how completely he had com- 
plied with your wishes upon this head, when he 
introduced me to Mr. Lyons and his brother, where 
I dined with a large party on Saturday, and had 
the pleasure of meeting Mr. Tennant, the Member 
for Belfast Mr. Lyons' residence is another of 
those beautiful villas of which I have «pokea. 
In front of the house, on the lawn, was a fine red 
deer, which had been for many years a faithful 
companion of one of the king's regiments, and had 
accompanied them on many a march, both at home 
and abroad; but on the regiment recently proceed- 
ing to the West Indies, the oflicers presented the 
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anJmsl id queation to Mr. Lyons, by whom it will 
be well taken care of. 

The Lough of Belfast, or of Canickfei^s, as it 
was amnently caUec^ presents from the city and the 
neighbourhood, when the tide is in, a fine expanse 
of water, enlivened by its two rising and well-culti- 
vated shores ; but at low water the upper part, to 
the distance of nearly five miles below the town, is 
■one bank of mud and sand, with the exception of a 
narrow winding channel, kept open by the stream of 
the river L^^an flowing through it, the width being 
not more than one-seventh or one-eighth of a mile. 
The banks of course occasion a g»at impediment 
to the shipping, which in no way are accommodated 
to the extent of the wants of the town and its increas- 
ing prosperity. A grand project, however, baa been 
brought forward, and will some day or other be 
carried into execution. It proposes to cut a strai^it, 
broad channel through the mud banks, and to con- 
struct a fine sweeping quay at the lower end of tbe 
town, with additional docks to the^only two which now 
exist, together with such graving docks and slips as 
may be necessary ; also to excavate, on the northern 
shore of the bay, a wet dock or basin of one thousand 
two hundred by four hundred feet, surrounded by 
proper quays and wnehouaes on a large scale. 
The execution of this, or some similar project, will 
of course depend on funds being raised adequate 
to the purpose, and which, in an opulent city like 
this, can scarcely be supposed wanting for so obvi- 
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ous and important an improvement of the ahippiitg 
interest, which is said to be yearly on the increase. 
Let but the people of Belfast seriously look, at 
what has been done in Liverpool, in the way of 
docks, unaided, I believs, by the legislature, and I 
think they caimot hesitate to follow the example of 
80 prosperous a community. 

Another project was under diBcussion, whidi, 
however, would appear to be less an Irish than a 
Scotch one, and least of all one in which Belfast it' 
self is likely to be interested. It is that of removing 
the packet-stations of Port Patrick and Donagha- 
dee to Loch Ryan and Lough Lame. The reasons 
set forth in a printed paper for this proposed change 
are, first, that the narrow entrance of the harbour of 
Port Patrick is so directly exposed to the prevailing 
and boisterous south-west winds that no ships ccm 
get out, smnetimes not even a Bteam-vessal, and 
that Dona^hadee is nearly as objectionable, when 
the wind blows from the eastward ; secondly, that 
if removed to Loch Ryan, the correspondence from 
Glasgow and the northern and central parts of 
Scotland with the northern parts of Ireland would 
gain a day in the conveyance ; thirdly, that ships 
can pass into and out of the two harbours of Lame 
and Ryan at all times ; and^tly, that the expense 
would not exceed 4000i. or SOOOi. This change, 
as a government measure, is not likely to be acceded 
to; for however inconvenient die present ports may 
be, the enormous sums that have been spent upoQ 
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them, not much, if anything, less than 300,000{., 
and that still continue to be demanded, (^3,000/., 
I believe, having been voted last session for Port 
Patrick alone,) will probably decide the govern- 
ment to hesitate, before it lends its countenance and 
the public money to any new project of the kind. 
I really do not see how Belfast can in any way 
be benefited by such a change. The annexed sketch 
will show the relative positions of the two sets of 
harbours. 

You must not expect me to say much of the state 
of trade and the manufactures of Belfast; such in- 
quiries are foreign to my pursuits, and my time has 
been otherwise employed. 1 need not tell you, what 
is well known, that its rise was principally owing 
to the linen manufacture; and I understood, which 
was naturally to be expected, that the introduction 
of the cotton manufacture was for a time considered 
as likely to be fatal to that of the linen already 
established, both on account of its cheapness, neat- 
ness, and pleasantness of wear as clothing. Both, 
however, are now stud to be in a thriving condition, 
the linens by their demand in the United States 
and other foreign markets, as well as at home, fully 
maintaining their ground. Indeed, I understood 
that there are not fewlr &an twenty linen-mills in 
and about Belfast, that of Mulhollanda being by 
far the most extensive, employing not less than 
seven hundred hands, many of them boys and 
girls. 
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It is Baid that a first-rate weaver, by working at 
home by the piece, will earn from 20s. to 30a. a 
week ; the wife and younger branches of the females 
spin and prepare the yam, the husband weaves it. 
The neatness of the weavers' cottages, their gardens 
and potato grounds, and sometinies a small pasture 
for their cow, show that their earnings ace equal 
to their wants, and to supply them with comforts. 
The general earnings, however, in the mills are low, 
except to those employed in heckling and combing, 
not more, I imderstand, than 10s. or l'2s. a week 
generally, which are about the wages of common 
labourers. 

The principal branches of exports from Belfast 
consist of the following articles : — Linen of all 
kinds J cottons, calicoes, and fine muslins; salt 
pork, bacon, and beef; salt butter and soap ; hides 
and tanned leather. The principal imports are^ 
Cotton-wool ; barilla, potash, pearlashes, &c. ; flax- 
seed; timber, deals, and staves; sugar, coffee, and 
rum ; wines ; bay-salt, and coals. 

I am told that there has of late been an annual 
exportation to America of two or three thousand 
persons, mostly Presbyterians, in vessels appro- 
priated to this puTp(M|, and which s^l from Belfast 
between the months of April and August, The 
consequence is, that their places will be supplied 
by Catholics from the middle and southern pro- 
vinces. 
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PEOM BELFAST TO BALLTCASTLE. 

Abiue in oreiloadiiig the Mail-coadi with T 

fei^oB — Lome — NewCout-ioad — Cutting dami the LimesloiM 
Clifft — Valley and Town of Glensmi — New School — Castle — 
Hr. Haedoonell — The Deer Frai — Road panes otci the HiU 
of Cloony— liberality of Mt. Turnley— Cuihendall— ElB«tio« 
of New Ro&d alMiTe the Sea— Ciubendan and General CNiell 
— Ballyroy — Benmoie, ot Faii-beEid — Fonnatioh of— Arrival 
at Ballycutle. 

BaUgcatlk, Si-d SepienJier. 
On the morning of the 1st of this month I took 
my departure from Belfast, in company with your 
friend Captain Skinner, who had kindly volun- 
teered to see me on my projected tour as far as 
Glenarm. We had engaged our places (outside) 
by the mail as far as Lame, about twenty-two 
miles, for which the fare was something very low; 
and having a little time to spare, we walked on to 
look about us, and take a view of the town, the bay, 
and its two shores. 

Long before the rattling of the coach was heard, 
our ears were assailed by the fearful yells of the 
driver, one Mr. Flannigan, who bawled at his horses 
BO loudly and incessantly, taking care, at the same 
time, not to omit the more persuasive application of 



^:,.,Goog[c 



48 BELFAST TO BALLYCA8TLE. [Leller IV. 

the whip, that there was no fear of our being taken 
unawares, or of letting the coach pass ua. Anon 
his Majesty's mail drew up to receive us. The 
roof was already crowded with passengers, whose 
numerous legs, like those of so many undertakers 
on the top of a hearse, were dangling down on 
either side so thickly, as, I should suppose, effec- 
tually to exclude the daylight from the unfortunate 
folks who were cooped up within. There were 
already five above the number he was licensed to 
carry; however, we mounted, but on his stopping 
to take up (Aree more, who must necessarily have 
seated themselves on the knees of some or other of 
us. Captain Skinner and myself deemed it prudent 
to descend, and to procure a car at Mr. Flannigan's 
expense. This will perhaps be thought rather 
hard-hearted, but the result of it may, I hope, 
prove beneficial to future travellers, as the danger 
of overloading the coach in the manner I have 
pointed out ought to be put a stop to. In this 
land of liberty, as yet, there are no such honourable 
persons as informers to check the practice ; if there 
were, indeed, I was told such a person's life would 
be of little worth to him long in any part of Ireland. 
It was some consolation, on our arrival at Lame, 
to find that Mr. Flannigan seemed perfectly well 
pleased to have escaped on the easy terms of pay- 
ing for the car, as he had rendered himself liable to 
a heavy penalty, which Captain Skinner, as one of 
the chief magistrates, might have inflicted upon him. 
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We drove along the left shore of the Lough of 
Belfast, through an extremely fertile country, iti 
which were blended numerous bleaching-fields, and 
abundance of neat stone cottages. In the glen or 
vaJley on our right were several large manufac-' 
tones for spinning cotton, until we approached 
Carriekfergus, which was once the chief city of 
Antrim, and is still the assize town. The situa- 
tion is delightful. The old castle, which had 
attracted my attention when proceeding from Do- 
baghadee to Belfast, stands out into the water at 
high tide ; but, being surrounded by mud when the 
water is low — which was unluckily the case when we 
passed through — the pleasing effect ia very much 
diminished. 

Carriekfergus is an ordinary looking place ; the 
houses mostly old, though generally whiteivaahed, 
and no appearance of improvements. The popu- 
lation, by the census of 1831, is stated at 8698, 
being 443 more than that of 1821, or an increase 
of about four and five-tenths per cent. There is 
nothing about the place to remind one of its being 
an Irish town, except, indeed, the great number 
of pigs grunting in the street, some of which I 
observed had the complete run of the houses, ap- 
parently on the most friendly and familiar terms 
with the respective inmates. 

Shortly after leaving Carriekfergus we arrived at. 
the commencement of Lough Lame, on the oppo- 
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site side of which was seen, in one unbroken hne, the 
coast of the bland, or rather peninsula, of Magee, 
rising in rich cultivation, on a regular slope, to its 
very summit; not the smallest portion of it appear- 
ing to be neglect^. The regular disposition oi 
the little square patches into which the eurface is 
divided, without a single tree or shrub to break the 
uiuformity, or to constitute a hedge-rdwj aad the 
great variety ia the oolours of these cultivated 
patches gave very in»ch the appearance) if one 
might venture the remark, of a t^or's pattern- 
book opened out to inspection. 

Lame is a small sea^poit town, prettily situated 
at the entranqe of the lough. It is large enough to 
have a post-ofSce and a custom-house, and its trade 
is considerable ; a church, a Catholic chapel, and 
several Presbyterian and Methodist meeting-houses. 
The population is reckoned at about three thousand; 
and smne of the houses appeared to be substantial 
and roomy. The neighbouring country wanted 
nothing but a few trees and hawthorn hedges to 
make ^he site of it resemble that of an English 
town. At a short distance to the northward, the 
traveller will observe the Maiden or Huljn Rocks, 
not far from the coast, on which are erected two 
light-houses, at a little distance from each other, 
and at right angles, or nearly so, with the coast ; 
intended, I suppose, to give warning of this dan- 
gerous gnwp of rocks. They are trf unequal 
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beifflUs, the one rislog to somethiiig les^ t^ian one 
hundred feet, aad ^ha other a few feet more. They 
are built of white limestone, with whieh the vrhola 
coast abounds, and form pleasing objects as seea 
from the road. 

A few miles farther on brought me to the point 
where the new line of road, carrying on by the 
Board of Public Works, commences. It is carried 
in a horizontal line along the sea-coast, at the height 
of ten or twelve feet above the highest spring-tides. 
The advantages of this level road are of the utmost im- 
portance to travellers, for the ascents on the old road 
aire not less than one in four, and one in five, rising, 
in no great distance, to six hundred and seventy-five 
feet above the level of the sea. The engineers had 
considerable difficulties to contend with, and great 
labour was necessary to cut down the high cliffs in 
some places, to fill up valleys and chasms in others, 
and to prevent the slipping ground from overwhelm- 
ing them in one or two places ; but they have suc- 
ceeded in overcoming all of them. This magnificent 
woric is DOW completed as far as Glenann ; and it is 
intendedtocarryiton toBallycastle. Thedifficulties 
that have been encountered, and the labour bestowed 
on it, will best be seen by a section of each, which I 
shall here copy from the second Annual Report of 
the Commisraoners for the Extension and Improve- 
ment of the Public Works of Ireland. In many 
parts masses of the cli£f have been cut away out of 
D 2 
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beds of solid limestone, to the height of one hund|Bd 
feet or upwards, leaving a perpendicular precipice 
on the mountain side, and a solid parapet-wall on 
the sea-side ; the road between these being generally 
twenty-one feet wide. 

The annexed section will best explain what is 
meant by cutting away the cliff. It is at a place 
called " Strait-step Point." But the most dif&cutt 



parts, which they had to contend with, were those 
where the slipping ground on the sloping sides of 
the mountain was constantly crumbling away, or 
rolling down large masses or boulders of Umestona 
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or, what was still worse, large quantities of clay in 
which these boulders were embedded. It was abso- 
lutely necessary to contrive some means of pre- 
venting these obtruders from blocking up the road. 
This has been effected by means of an inverted 
arch, and a retaining wall, or counter-fort, sup- 
ported by solid pieces of limestone rock deeply 
embedded in the bank. The boulders that have 
already fallen serve as a complete barrier against 
the force of the sea. This slipping ground occurred 
mostly at the little deer-park of Gienarm. 



(o a a a Old •olid Ilmnlcnc Bonlikn.) 

In those places where the range of the cliff was 
interrupted by chasms or glens, down which trickled 
streams of water, materials were easily obtained 
from the adjacent rocks to fill up to the level of the 
road ; and, at the same time, ample materials to fill 
up to the height of the parapet, and afford a barrier 
against the waves of the sea. The following sketch 
will convey an idea in what manner these fillings 
up were accomplished. 
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The whole of this coast presentB to the sea a bold 
limeetone front, which ttasumes a more romantic 
form from the summit of the cliff being aemetHoes 
pinnacled in such a manner as to resemble chim- 
ney-tops, a ntuue which, hi fact, in such places they 
have acquired. In other parts thecUff-is crowned 
•with'*a stratum of basalt or trap, not uafrequentty 
taking 1^' 'icttra of prisms, ^ regular 'polygonal 
pillars. At White Bay the «liffs .are beauti&illy 
white; s6 much so that, if .in England, the o 
would at once pronounce thtoo to be chalk. 
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.- We have heard a ^reat deal of >t1ie' finA road 
which Buonaparte is supposed to hftv'e' ua(le> but 
nhich he, in fact, only improved, altmg *he left 
bank of th» Rhine ; dw latter is certaialjr veiy 
well executed, but I do not think it at all su- 
perior to the one in question; the mere labour 
being, however, more severe in the one than the 
other, inasmuch as basalt is more difficult to manage 
than limestone. In the Irish road the same lev^ 
has been preserved ; and a strong parapet through- 
«ut,.together with its glacis, prevent the encroach- 
inent af the sea, which is of great importanee to 
the traveller, by. sJTording a protection against acci* 
dent . 

On Duraoival at Gleoatm, we took up our 
ifuarters at tAt . abode ^ ■ the Rev. Hoes Jebb> 
the rector at that, place, in^ whose agreeable com- 
pany the'.£ttle time. I had to spare passed very 
pleasantly. Nothing can be more delightfully si- 
tuated than tbfe little town or village. It lies 
at the bottom of a glen of considerable extent, 
remarkable, at the same time, for its secluded 
situation ; down the centre of the glen runs a small, 
crystal stream, forcing its brawling course over a 
rodiy and pebbly bed; the vale itself, hemmed in 
by steep hills, rises abruptly on either side. l^iiB 
rivulet or brook, small as it is, being so close to 
the sea, is said to abound with salmon and trout; 
and the inhabitants aver, that th^re is not a river 
in all Ireland that affimb better sport to the 
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angler. At the bottom of the glen, and close to 
the aea, is the village, which may consist of about 
two hundred bouses and cottages, generally neat, 
and mostly built of limestone, whicltanay be had 
to any extent in the neighbourhood ; it is, in fact, 
an article of commerce with the opposite shore of 
Scotland, employing a few small vessels in convey- 
ing it thither. The village is on the right bank of the 
stream ; the castle and demesne of the Antrim family 
occupy the left, which are at present in the pos- 
session of Mr. Macdonnell. The mansion is in the 
style of anancient baronial castle, with all the usual 
appendages, and the grounds are well planted; 
indeed, I may say beautifully wooded. The house 
is extremely comfortable, and the apartments 
spacious. Of course we did not fail to pay our 
respects at the castle, and were fortunate enough to 
find Mr. Macdonnell at home. This gentleman, I 
need not tell you, is the widower of the late 
Countess of Antrim. The park is kept in beautiful 
order, taid contains some remarkably fine timber, 
and the flower-garden is well attended to. The 
gateway and the tower, at the end of the avenue 
leading to the castle, are of modem construction, 
built of stone, and may be called handsome, though 
they do not exactly correspond with the ancient 
part of the structure. From the top of this tower 
there is a complete view of the upper part of the 
glen, as well as of the Irish Channel. 

A walk through the deer-park, which borders the 
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glen on the right, and rises to a considerable ele- 
vation, well repaid the exertion of climbing to the 
summit. I Wiis told that there were no less than 
four hundred head of deer in this park. The sloping' 
sides it seems were formerly well covered with 
timber, and so also was the opposite side, the greater 
part of which, however, has been cut down. The 
church is at the foot pf the glen, close to the 
beach, but the parsonage-house with the glebe-land 
stands beautifully at the head of the valley, in 
one of the most lovely situations imaginable, com- 
manding a complete view of the town, the castle 
and its demesne, and the sea. In looking down 
from this elevated spot, the castle is seen appa- 
rently embosomed in the wood at the bottom of the 
glen, and forms a striking and picturesque object, 
which, with the blue expanse of sea beyond it, and 
a distant view of the coast of Scotland, when the 
sky is clear, presents a picture which the most 
fastidious cannot, 1 think but admire. I have not 
seen many spots possessing at the same time a 
more cheerful aspect, and yet more fitted for retire- 
ment and contemplation; where the mind would 
more readily be brought to soar above the " vanities 
and vexations of the busy world." I must not 
omit to mention the beautiful and luxuriant hollies 
which I remarked in different parts of the glen, and 
which are rarely to bo met with in such vigorous 
growth and perfection in England. 

It was pleasing to observe that a spirit of im- 
d3 
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provament was evidently manifest at this Uttle 
Tillage «f Glenarm. A neat-looking school had 
recently been eatabliahed, from which the people 
seem to expect beneficial results, and from which 
there is no exclusion on afcouDt of difference of 
religious opinions. The school-bouse was bmlt by 
a grant from the fund called " the Xxtrd Lieu- 
tenant's Fund." It is supported partly by sub- 
scription and partly by a charge on the echolan, 
tlie principal subscribers l)eing Mr. MacdooneU and 
Mr. Jebb. The aumbec of diildten who 'attend 
average from fifty to lixty. The eebool formerly 
received some aid from the Kitdafe-street Society, 
but the funds, I understand, of this society have 
been so greatly reduced, that this aid has now beeoi 
withdrawn. 

The good people of Glenann will not, I am sure, 
require any apology from me,.wheB I say that there 
was " room indeed, and room enough" for en im- 
provement in their education, nor be offended at 
my assisting to give publicity to a notice which I 
observed painted on a board in a small garden, as 
follows: " Bewar of tnekt." At first I confess 
that this brief caution puzzled me a little, and at 
the moment I concluded that it could only mean, 
"Beware of sttaket;" yet, on further reflection, 
I could not do St. Patrick the injustice of suspect- 
ing that he had allowed aoakes, of all other poison- 
ous creatures, again, to in&st any part, even the 
nost secluded, of the Emerald Isle. This, however. 
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it turned owt, waa a wry useful notice, and w^ 
understood by the- natives, though I had not tile 
sagacity to find & eut -It yna noUnig more nor 
less than the technical name for a Bpei^M oi oat 
nuui'traps, so constructed as to seise hold of tha 
legs of those who happened to be caught in it, and 
to grasp them as tightly as if wrapt in the folds of a 
boa constrictor. 

Another inscription drew my attention, which I 
cnteidered an additional ground for the necessity of 
establishing a school : it was this—" These two 
bouses was built by ■ (fortunately for him I 

forget by nhom), in 1933;" but Mr. Jebb b«gged 
Uftve to asnre me that they were buUt htfore tiw 
school was erected. The school was net the only 
improvement which I observed ; one or two n«at- 
looking buildings (private rseidenoes) were in }'n>- 
gross ; tile church was under repair, and a substan- 
tial iron roof 1 abo«t to be placed upon it. It was 
a]ao in contemplation to faAghtm the spire of the 
church, and to bring it atom to a point. 

On returning from my ramble along the summit 
of the ehlf, I found that the Shamrock reveaue 
cruiner, a (ine brig, had come into tJie Bay of 
Glenarm. I ^ade my way on board her, prineip^ly, 
however, to see how this little town, and the ^tem, 
and the precipitous mountain <tlifi|s, would appear 
■ from the sea; and certainly the onall f^nte houses 
bftcked by tlie tuceted, baronial cssUe, with the 
wooded glen and naked rocks stretching iar on 
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each aide of it, afforded a view that w^ worth the 
trouble of going afloat to behold. 

The new road, on which we had come to this 
place, from its commencement a little beyond Lame, 
is completed only as far as Glenarm, though the 
work was in progress at some distance beyond it; 
it became therefore necessary for us, on our depar- 
ture.toproceed along the old road, which is at some 
little distance from the coast^ and which passes over 
the hill of Cloony, at an elevation of about two 
hundred feet above the sea. 

On leaving Gleparm, our excellent host, Mr. Jebb, 
took us in his jauiiting-car, to which were harnessed 
two horses, tandem fashion, and drove us as far as 
Cushendall. Part of this road had been levelled 
and made good by the libendity of a private indi- 
vidual, Mr. Tumley, a gentleman who, having ac- 
cumulated a handsome fortune in the West Indies, 
spends it most liberally in this part of the country 
where he is settled, ii> making improvements for 
the public benefit, while he dispenses his charities 
to the poor with a generosity rarely met with. To 
him the village of Cushendall, situated in a still 
more secluded spot than Glenarm, may be said to 
owe its present appearauce, and, as far as I could 
learn, reality of comfort. 

The houses or cottages are kept in the neatest 
order, owing, it is said, to the encouragement which 
this gentleman has contrived to give to their in- 
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mates, by creating among them a rivalBbip, as it 
were, to show examples of neatness and cleanli- 
neas, which are so rarely found in and about the 
dwellings of the Irish cott^^ers. He has built a 
school-house, rather too splendid, perhaps, for 
the spot, and the humble condition of the inhabi- 
tants ; into this school the children of Protestants, 
Catholics, and Dissenters, are indiscriminately ad- 
mitted. 

Having here taken leave of my two friends, — 
Capt^n Skinner being unable to accompany me 
any further on my travels, — I now proceeded in a 
car towards Cushendun, in order to deliver the letter 
of introduction given to me by Lord O'Neill to his 
brother the Geneml, who resides at that place. On 
leaving the valley of Cushendun, both the old and 
the new roads (the latter partially finished) are car- 
ried very considerably inland, over the Carey Moun- 
tain; the new road being here at an elevation of 
eight hundred and forty feet above the level of the 
sea, with a slope of one in twenty-three to thirty; 
while tile old road crosses the mountain at the 
height of nine hundred and twenty feet, with slopes 
of one in five to eight. Yet here I found these high 
grounds well cultivatt^d with wheat and potatoes 
chiefly, but beans were also in great quantities, and 
oats, and a little barley, though very few cottages 
were visible near them. The enclosures, which 
are of considerable extent, were fenced in with 
stone-walls. Patches of flax, too, were frequent. 
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and wliere pulled or cut, and laid out to rot, the 
smell was most intolerably offensive. 

Cushepdun I found was about a mile off the old 
road, in a valley, through which a clear rivulet 
ran gurgling down to the sea, close to which the 
Greneral's house is situated ; so close, indeed, that 
when sitting in the drawing-room, which is on the 
ground-floor, no object meets the eye but the waves 
of the sea, with which the ear is also greeted pretty 
loudly. The house, in fact, stands upon a rock 
projecting into the wat«r. The General received 
me with marked civility; hoped! would take up 
my quarters with him for a few days at least ; and 
it was with a feeling of great regret that, consider- 
ing the long tour I had laid out, and the limited 
time I had to perform it in, I was unable to avail 
myself of his kind and pressing in^tatlon, and 
hoped he would excuse my short stay, as I calcu- 
lated on re^hing Ballycastle that evening. Besides 
^e pleasure and information to be derived from the 
General's company and conversation, i knew there 
Were objects enough in this little secluded valley to 
attract the attention of the curious. The Genei# 
said he would show me some caves in the rocky 
cliffi) in the neighbourhood of Cushendun which 
were well worth seeing ; but I resisted every induce- 
ment ; and having partaken of a iurtch, I bade adieu 
to General O'Neill, and proceeded on my journey 
towards Ballycastle. 

On. returning to the moutitain-road I (bit in with 
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that part of the new road, constructing by the Board 
of Works, which crossec Carey Mountain, and which 
was here finished, but not thrown open. The -old 
load was nigged and st«ep enough, and with diffi- 
culty I kept my seat without being jolted eff the 
oar, till I reache^4^allyvoy, a village of some fi^ 
or sixty houses, litde more than a mile and a half 
from Fairhead. The desire to flee this celebrated 
spot was irreastiUe: i therefore kit the car at 
Ballyvoy, and walked to the point, among^ \&Tge en- 
closures that were walled in, and partly under culti- 
vation with wheat, barley, oats, and potatoes, but 
chiefly in pasture for ^ep and cattle. I may 
observe, that each parish has the land marked out, 
and enclosed with ditches or walls, gener^y con- 
sisting of several hundred acres, which are called 
towtt- lands ; not that there is any town near them, 
that word signifying in Ireland, not a collectjon of 
houses, but enclosed ground : tain b the Dutch word 
for a garden; and I found the same word used in 
the same sense in Iceland; toon, a piece of enclosed 
ground near the house. 

As 1 jogged along and alone on foot, the reflection 
crossed my mind, that there are certain spots in the 
globe, some nearer home than others, that every 
person, according to his respective fancy, must have 
lelt a desire to visit, and a hope that, at some 
time or another, that desire might be gratified; at 
least it is so with me. I saw this bold Headland 
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the preceding year from the Flower of Yarrow yacht, 
when driven by a storm to take shelter under 
Rachlin Island j and there the thought came across 
me, that I should contrivB some time or other to 
have a nearer view of Fairhead; — indeed, I can 
trace this kind of feeling to a very early period of 
my life. Well do I remember when, as a boy, 
amusing myself with copying the engravings of 
the cathedral at Tronyem (Drontheim), and of the 
Kremhn at Moscow, 1 was wont to indulge in the 
hope of some day seeing both these places; that 
hope has already been realized — more than realized, 
for I have twice visited the most northern city of 
Europe. 

But Fairhead took possession of a comer of my 
mind at a later period ; and it was with feelings of 
no ordinary satisfaction that I was now approaching 
the brink of this noble headland, which, according 
to the measurement of Professor Playfair and Mr. 
Jardin, rises to the height of six hundred and 
thirty-one feet above the level of the sea; of which 
height the columnar or, more properly, the prismatic 
shafts are not less than two hundred and seventy 
feet, without joint or articulation. Having procured 
a guide, my first object was to proceed to the highest 
summit, a small projecting part of the headland, 
where I took a nervous peep over the precipice while 
on my hands and knees. 

From this point the prospect is very extensive. 
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The island of RacMin or, as it is usually called, 
Hi^hery, a short distance from the coast, lies 
stretched immediately under the eye ; and the dis- 
tant Mull of Cantyre, a fine bold headland, is seen 
to rise in the horizon. Here, too, the vast expanse 
of the uorthem sea lies open to the right and to 
the left — an object to me at all times the most im- 
pressive, as affording one of the noblest views in 
nature. The view alone was a source of satisfac- 
tion; but to eitaraine more nearly the wonderfid 
formation of the promontory was a subject of the 
deepest interest 

For this purpose I descended through an extra- 
ordinary cleft in the rock, which is termed the Grey- 
man's Path, at the foot of which I was told would 
be obtained a full view of the huge prisms of basalt 
immediately overhead. In descending this gap, an 
opportunity is afforded of examining the formation 
of this gigantic prismatic structure. The irregular 
and jagged surfaces of the prisms, which protruded 
on either side of the narrow passage, seemed so 
exactly to fit and match each other, as if they had 
been torn asunder by some convulsion. This Grey- 
man's Path b so called, as my guide informed me, 
from the circumstance of an old hermit having for 
many years lived in a small cave at the foot of the 
headland, who, either for pleasure or penance, wag 
daily in the habit of ascending this path. 

The descent was rugged and precipitous, and re- 
quired some caution, on account of the numerous 
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loose stones that eoll . from under titte fecrt ; .but 
rough as it was, my guide ptewnted |n« from com- 
plaining, by assuring me that he had conductad 
many ladies down the path, aDd thaf they acquitted 
themselves quite as well as the gentlemen. Of this 
I doubt not, for I recollect hearing you say that 
you oDce took a lady (Lady Aim Banurd) up the 
gap in the mural precipice of the Table Mountain, 
which, I believe, is between three and four thou- 
BBud feet high, she being the first femaJe that had 
eTer,asj»Dded that mountain; after which the Gr^y- 
man's Path deserves not to be mentioned. 

I cannot say that the view of the perpendicular 
precipice, as s^n from below, fully answered the 
expectation I had formed cf it. Perhaps this i» 
generally the case when the imagination has been 
strongly excited by exaggerated accounts oi previous 
viHters. Be that as it may, I freely confess I wai 
disappointed. I conld not bring myself to think that 
"the ooluranu- range of Fsdrhead is by far the most 
magnificant basaltic facade yet. discovered;" but I 
am most ready to admit that Fairhead, or, as it ia 
usually called, Benmore, is a pnnuontory that can 
never fail to arrest the ^tention and admiration of 
the spectator, though it can scarcely lay claim to 
Uie character of sublimity. It presents a bold and 
singularly marked face of rock of two hundred and 
seventy feet in height, supported, as it were, by a 
rugged buttress or sloping glacis of three hundred 
and thirty-one feet ; but this very division into two 
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unequal and diasimilAr parts, a pyramidal facade 
rising out of a sloping zaasa of hug() fragments, 
renders the unity defective, and ceases to impress 
on tha mind a feeling dI the sublbne, which the 
fastness of an uninterrupted precipice could not 
fail to inspire. The facade, though not stiictly 
columnar, consists of a succession of basaltic prisms, 
so clustered t^^ther as to give the appearance of that 
combination of columns which one often meets nith 
in Gothic cathedrals. With these are intermixed 
large tabular masses, heaped on each other, and 
rising from the same sloping base to the summit. 
It would appear, however, from some of the enor- 
mous prismatic fragments that had been broken 
off, and fallen down from the rocky precipice, and 
which ■constitute' a considerable part of the base 
sloping down to the sea, that there is a tendency in 
them to articulation, the fragments being generally 
broken into lengths, and the fractures conchoidal. 
Among them, too, are found pieces that have taken 
the forms of polygons. 

Having satisfied my curiosity, so far as time and 
circumstances permitted, and tiring my legs not a 
little with the scramble, I returned to my car, pass- 
ing by two small lakes at no great distance from 
the Head, one called Lough -na-Cranagh, and the 
other Lough Doo. The distance to Ballycastle 
from Ballyvoy might be from two to three miles 
along the ridge of a glen through which the river 
Carey is seen to flow. The cottages along this line 
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are neat and numerous. On the left stands the 
mountain of Knock-laide, one thousand six hundred 
and ninety feet high, the loftiest and largest in this 
part of the country. On reaching the town I 
drove to the little inn which had the appearance 
of comfort and cleanliness; but on delivering my 
letter of introduction to Mr. M'Neill, he very kindly 
insisted on my taking up my abode with him, at 
least for the night 
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liDwii of Ballfcaslle— PrDJecti of Mr. Bo;d— Aneirat CatlieriM— 
PartiBllj Worked — Stringing Bridge of Conick-a-Kede — 
Fleukin Prumontory— FonnalloD of Giant's CauMVaj— Its 
Structure — Singularity of, in the Angles of the Polygoiu— 
Variety in the Formation of the Joints or ArficuUtioni — Dimeu- 
■kau of the Cauieway — Grand View of Fleankin fion^ — Sped- 
meo ot Irish Feeling — Port du Spagtta, and Note on the Spaniah 
Armada — Buih Uilli — Whin-djkes — PoTtnuh — Dunluce 
Cedle— O'Halloran's Hiitory. 

Coleraim, bill Septanttr, 1S%. 

Before I conduct you to the Giant's Causeway, of 
which you will naturally expect I should say some- 
thing, (though after so many accounts of it already 
in print, you must not expect that my short visit- 
will elicit anything new,) I must first give you a 
brief notice of Ballycastle, of which, as yet, I have 
said nothing. The town is prettily situated in a wide 
gap, made in the long line of a precipitous coast of 
basalt and limestone, extending from Pairhead to 
Portrush. There are, in fact, two towns ; the upper, 
which is situated in the open country, at the com- 
mencement of the vall^ ; and the lower, which may 
be considered as the port, and consists of the custom- 
house, storehouses, and a few dwellings. Between 



:,q,t,=cdbvGoOg[c 



/O BALLYCASTLE TO COLERAINE. [Latter V. 

the two is an avenue of trees, art object wiiich is not 
often seen in this part of the county of Antrim. 
Ballycastle may probably contain some two hundred 
houses, and one thousand inhabitants. Thi^ agree- 
able little spot may be said almost to owe its 
creation to an enterprising individual of the name 
of Boyd, who obtained a grant of land from the 
Earl of Antrim, in perpetuity, of all the coal-mines 
between it and Tairhead. He also succeeded in 
obtaining a pariiamentary grant of 20,000/, or up- 
wards, for the erection of a pier to protect the har- 
bour against the tremendous sea that sometimes 
rolls in upon this wild coast. He now concluded 
that his fortune was fully secured. He erected a 
glass-house, a brewery, a tannery; built a custom- 
house; and, to do his memory full justice, he built 
a church, ornamented with a spire; built and en- 
dowed a school with twenty acres of land, and was 
proceeding with other improvementB, when he was 
cut short in his career by death, and was carried to 
the grave on the very day that the church was con- 
secrated. 

All these projects at once failed by the demise of 
the original projector, and the d^nolition of the 
pier from the violence of the waves, by which the 
harbour was filled up and destroyed. The collieries 
alone contmue to be worked, but the coals are like 
those of Kilkenny, called blind coals, that yield 
neither flame nor smoke. They are still worked by 
adils or driflfi, to spare the e)q>enae of machinery 
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required by shafts; hut the quantity produced ia 
said to be saaQ, and no demand for an increased 
quantity. There appears on the Ordnance map, 
between Ballycastle and Cairickmare (little more 
than half way to Fairliead), not kae than ten dif- 
ferent collieries, and £ve whia<E]%es apparently 
intersecting them. 

It is related by Dr. Hainilton, that a discovery 
was made, in his time, of chambers that had been 
worked, and of various tools, baskets, &c., deposited 
therein ; the latter so decayed that, on being touched, 
they immediately crumbled to pieces. The im- 
plements that had been employed were very dif- 
ferent from those in use at the present day ; and the 
wicks (tf the candles were formed of rags. The 
graat antiquity of this mine may be inferred, from 
the hammers made use of being formed of boulders 
of stone, one of which I have in my possession. It 
is (^ ponderous and close-grained basalt, about four 
pounds in weight; some being heavier and others 
lighter : has a groove evidentiy made with difficulty 
round it, the ends meeting in a flat surface under- 
neath, ag^nst which the wedge, that was xised to 
t^hten the sh^ of the hammer, appears to have 
been placed, and which shaft was probably a twisted 
withe of willow or hazel, or a strap of tough hide 
pa&ed round the groove. The figure in the fol- 
lowing page will perhaps convey a clearer descrip- 
tion than I can otherwise give. 
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This colliery must evidently have been worked 
long before the discovery of gunpowder, as no trace 
of blasting appears. The ancient use of stone 
hammers is not confined to this part of the United 
Kingdom: the same thing has been found in an 
old colliery near Ashby- de-la- Zouch, together with 
some flint wedges. The working of the Antrim 
mine had apparently stopped short on arriving at 
one of the whin-dykes, which the miners could not 
penetrate. It is recorded, that in these places where 
the coal was in contact with the whin-stone, it was 
blistered, or burnt into cinders. The same thing 
happens in other collieries, wherever the whin-dykes 
have penetrated the coal strata. These whin-dykes, 
it appears, are very frequent along the whole of the 
coast of Antrim, intersecting the limestone strata, 
of which the cli& are mostly composed, and then 
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burying themselves in the sea, from whence they 
emerge on the opposite shores of Scotland. 

At an early hour in the momiog I left Bally- 
castle in a car, delighted with the prospect of see- 
ing what has been seen by many, and heard of by 
every one, namely, the Giants' Causeway. In driving 
along, the first object that attracts attention is Ken- 
bane Head, a narrow promontory, on which are 
perched the ruins of a castle, on a steep cliff of 
limestone as white as snow. I did not stop here. 
The next in succession is Camck-a-rede Island, 
separated only from the main land by a narrow 
but Ifearfully-deep chasm, over which is thrown a 
swinging bridge of ropes at the height of about 
eighty feet above the sea, the object of which is to 
communicate with a fisherman's hut that is placed 
wildly and romantically enough upon this rocky 
basaltic island. 

The only danger to be apprehended is the giving 
way of the ropes and iron rings to which they are 
fastened ; should this happen, farewell to the unfortu- 
nate passenger. One heary-built man crossed over 
in my presence, and the bridge bent and quivered at 
every step he took in a fearful manner. I observed 
that he walked with a very hurried step, which, on 
questioning him, I learnt to be the only safe way. 



The man who drove me sfud that he had 



accompa- 



nied some officers of one of the regiments to the 
bridge, one of whom, venturing to cross, became 
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nervous, and would certainly have fallen over had he 
not been seised by the guide ; so much depends on the 
strength of the head. The Tactwafi, becoming giddy 
by looking down, he stood still, on which the fidcte 
bridge began to sway backwards and forwards, and 
became so unsteady as to throw hita completely off 
his guard. It was said that lady visiters had fre- 
quently passed it, of which I have not the least 
doubt, for where man dares to venture, they seldom 
hesitate to follow. 

I coasted along from Carrick-a-rede till I came 
to the fine promontory of Pieaskin, down which I 
descended to view probably the fii»st specimen 
of basaltic pillars that is known to exist, con- 
sisting of two tiers, one above the other, with 
an intermediate space of rude tabular ba^t. I 
cannot possibly describe this extraordino^ preci- 
pice of nearly 400 feet better, than by quoting 
the account given of its several component parts 
by the Rev. Jidm Dubourdieu, in his "Survey of 
Antrim," on the authority of his friend Doctor Ha- 
milton. 

jiTTOugement of the strata of Cape PteasHn. 

Fart. 

No* 1. Sanmut, intgnlar bualti, shiTcicd uiA cracked st] 

thsawCuie , . . I ^ 

2. Perpandieulai range -of grosi piUari . 64 

3. GioM bed of rudg b«salt, thowing marka or a teu-) 

deney towaidi forms . . .3 

4. SeesBdiaageof fUlandindadiutojaioli 46 
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Biaaght fbnrard 172 

S. Bed of red BrgiUaeecniB ochre, on which tlie * 

laoga of pillan reoti , . 

G, A tMu coana of iian ofe in » bed of ochra 
7. Soft DTgillaecotu itonc, of vaiioiH coloiui, __», 

mottled appeuaace, friable and rewmbling steatitesj 
S. Suceesnon of five oi six groBi beds of table bwaltSii 

bitireen wUch tbcu stnts of odire and otiiar tab- >lBfl 

■tancM appeal • . . .J 



From Pkaskin I proceeded to the Giants' Cause- 
way; and here I was beset by a croT^d of people 
who call thewisdves guides, and who accost every 
stranger with a loud clamour of " Rase your honour, 
take me wid you. Fit show you the carositiea;" 
another banis out, " Let me show your honour t^ 
mighty wonders of tiie creation ;" a third, " Shure, 
I'm the man to let your honour see the mighty big 
caves and the Causeway." I took one in the hope 
of getting rid of the rest, but they all followed on ^ 
chance of picking up something " to make them 
drink." They are of no use ; but the poor fellows 
must live, and from their appearance they doubt- 
less are hardly put to it. When rid of them, you 
are assailed by men and bt^ oaring stones to 
sell, which they collect into small boxes; thesewere 
as numerous as the guides, and equally trouble- 
nmte. I was teased to tak^ one of tbese boxes full 
of rubbish fbr2>., then Iv. 6d., and at last for Is.; 
but on ray suddenly turning round, and remarking 
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that, if they were to give me the box for nothing', 
I would not take it, they laughed at my igDoraoce, 
or want of curiosity, and went off in perfect good 
humour. One man, however, who still persevered, 
had a piece of black fossil wood flattened and in 
all respects resembhng the surturbrand of Iceland. 
This I purchased, and afterwards learned that it b 
plentifully found along this part of the coast, in 
seams between the tabular masses of basalt, just as 
it is in Iceland. 

The first object that caught my attention, in de- 
scending to the beach, was the appearance of a long 
gigantic mole or quay, sloping step by step as it 
were fh>m the base of a lofty faqade, like that of 
Fleasldn, down to the very edge of the water, or 
more properly speaking, till it lost itself in the sea. 
The extreme edge of this mole, which was nearest 
to us, presented a close-set compact range of pris- 
matic pillani, leaving no doubt on the mind of th^ 
observer that it could be anything else than the 
celebrated Giants' Causeway; but at the same 
time it had all the appearance of a work of art, 
which we may safely consider it to be, if, with the 
poet, we are ready to admit that " all nature is but 
art." Nay, one might go farther, and from the 
fragments of stone and the numerous joints or arti- 
culations scattered around, conclude that the work- 
men had been bu^ly employed in dressing stones 
for the repairs of the wharf. Nor did the delusion 
cease oa stepping upon it, where it was accessible. 
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Its Burface was that of a teaaellated pavement of 
polygonal stoneB, fitted together as close and com- 
pact as if each stone had been dreaeed, and laid by 
art At the first glance, on proceeding towards a 
more elevated part, about midway, where most per- 
fect, it conveyed the idea of an enormous honeycomb ; 
but on a closer inspection, it was found to be not uni- 
formly composed of hexagons as the honeycomb is, 
but of pentagons, hexagons, and heptagons mostly, 
the six-sided ones greatly prevuling, and pentagons 
the next ftfequent; some lew were quadrilateraL 
The mention of honeycomb reminds me of the com- 
nwn argument made use of to prove the sagaci^, or 
instinct, of the bee, in woridng a figure which occu- 
pies the whole of the hive, without the loss of space ; 
but it requires not the hexagon to accomplish this. 
Any polygons, whatever the number of the sides may 
be, and whether regular or irregular, provided equal 
sides are contiguous, will completely fill a space, as 
well as if ^ should be regular hexagons ; and such 
is the case with regard to the surface of the Giants' 
Causeway; the poisons that compose the pave- 
ment are not only of different figures, but the sides 
are of different lengths, and their several dimensions 
altogether different ; and yet by the equal sides being 
in juxta-posilion, they fonn one solid compact pave- 
ment, whose joinings are so close that, as is asserted, 
and I believe correctly, the interetices will not admit 
water between them. There is, however, on the 
surface of the Causeway, a clear spring of fresh 
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water gn^itng out between twd of the piUars, wieH- 
out having in the smallest degree, as far as my obaer- 
vatioD went, worn away any of the stone, which, is 
fact, is so excessively hard that a tool will Bcarcely> 
touch it, and which if struck rings Kke iron. 

This irr^nlar sloping sur^e enters the sea in 
three different points only, and at different d^- 
tanees from the precipitous chff out of which it pn>- 
eeeds ; the longest point, or that extending farthest 
into the ^a, is called the Grand Causeway, the nitst 
the Middle Causeway, andthe third the Little Cause- 
way; but in the ascent towards the tnountainous 
tliff, the three units and become one causeway. 
The cliff itself is not so distinctly marked with arti- 
culated pillars as those in the sloping causeway. 
In some parts large tabular* masses only appear, 
, lying in horizontal strata ; th^, farther on, a series 
of "articulated colunuis> so regular as to have re- 
ceived the name of the organ pipes; but the eause- 
way everywhere blends into the promontory. 

One piece of mechanism, however, I must not 
omit to mention, which struck mo as a very singular 
contrivance in the construction of the pillars of the 
causeway, and that is the remarkable manner 
m which the angular or comer pieces at the join- 
ings of the segments have be«n inserted, for what 
purpose, or by what concurrence of circumstances, 
it is not in my power to form even a conjec- 
ture; it is very general, though not universal. 
Most of the segments of the outer columns have 
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two or mon of these angular pieces broken' out^ 
and I am not sure that a smart blow of a. ham- 
mer would not detach the rest. That they ia« 
the result of design, and for some special pur- 
pose, my belief is too firm to he shaken. The 
same mighty power, that sh^ied the- basaltic co- 
lumn, fitted to it these angular appendages for 
some good purpose, though our geologists do not yet 
seem to have discovered it " All nature is indeed 
but art," much of which the human intellect can never 
fathom ; but if we look at these columoB and imagine 
them for a moment as the wotk of man, we should 
ask for what purpose could these loose corner-piec^ 
have been placed in the joinings of the segments? 
As man's wtuk, one would be almost inchned to say, 
that the insertioa of them had been an after-thought 
to keep the joints of the pillar together, and to give 
timn urdfonmty of surface and unbroken lines at the 
extremities of the pc^ygonal sides ; but we dare not 
ascribe to the Great Creator of the uniTene- any 
want of thought or premeditated design.* 

I do not know whether I have made myself under- 

* The only notice I have leen since my return that appeaii to havs 
mj allurion to thia part of the subJKt ii in the RaT.W. HamiltDtTt 
" Letlsn on the Nioilieni Coaat of Antrim," where he sajt, " The 
■nglei of one Qaint] frequently shoot ovei those of the otbei, M 
that tbey are completely locki^ together, anil can laiely be sepa- 
rated without B fracture of lome of their pads." Mr. Oraenougli^ 
tu ndiem I meutiomed this itructnce, «aa aware of it ; wad froM 
hia I learn the itill nrau eitFaorduiaiy fjict that, in the cslumu 
of Dunbar, the material of those angular pecei ii diKreot from 
that of the jullar, the former b^ng jaiper. 
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stood, as I find a difficulty at description. I have 
therefore attempted to sketch what I feel to have 
imperfectly described. 



Portimn of two qu&diilatcral piUsn of Qianta' Cwatwtj. 

a, a, a, Tiian|!u)ai pieces removed. 

b, i, 6, ditto ditto not lemofed. 

The polygons I have stated to he irregular; they 
are so both in shape and dimensions ; those on the 
Causeway appear to run from nine to twenty-four 
inches in diameter ; here and there somewhat larger. 
It is no rule that the lower end of the upper seg- 
ment should be convex, and the upper end of 
the lower concave to receive it; the reverse is fre- 
quently the case; and it also frequently happens 
that one joint or segment has both ends convex, and 
another both ends concave ; but this of course does 
Dot prevent them from forming parts of a whole 
pillar. In tact, I should suppose that the same 
operating cause which separated the mass of melted 
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matter into coIumoB (for who ean doubt its having 
onee been in a state of fusion?) separated also the 
columns themselTOB into articulated portions of vari- 
ous lengths, and to each column its proper number 
of sides, from four to nioe. 

Tlie only person I observed on the Causeway 
when I first descended, was an old woman, sitting 
by the spring of fresh water, with a whiskey bottle 
and glasses to mix that national spirit with the 
pure spring, and render it more palatable to her 
customers. On returning from my ramble, how- 
ever, I perceived a young lady in a riding-habit, 
sitting down by the side of the fountain, waiting 
. the return of some gentlemen who were examining 
the Causeway; the sight of whom, in this lonely 
spot, I am free to confess, drove all the penta- 
gons and hexagons out of my head ; and to escape 
from the (jlumce of its being filled with something 
else, I was ungallant enough to take an abrupt 
departure. 

The view of Pleaslun irom the lowest point of 
the Causeway, with its double tier of pillars, high 
up in the air, would require no very great stretch 
of the imagination to conceive them as two im- 
mense colonnades in front of some temple, or the 
corridors of some magnificent palace. Pleaskin is 
certmnly beautiful; but neither in it^ nor in the 
Causeway, is there anything that can be said to 
unite grandeur with sublimity. The Giants' Cause- 
way is in that respect inferior to the bold promon- 
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tDry of Bknmoie or Fairbead. Yet there is enough 
in the mechanism of the former to esicite wonder 
aad adniiration ; no one, I am persuaded, while 
Tiewii^ this extraordinary piece of workmanship 
can avoid lifting up his thoughts to the Great 
Creator of the universe, whose ever-varied produc- 
tions, even in the inanimate part of the creation> 
tram the minutest crystal to the colossal columns of 
Benmore, we proud mortals must confess ourselves' 
unable to imitate or comprehoid. 

To see and admire the Giants' Causeway, the 
intellectual mind must accompany the eye, other-' 
wise the visiter will be sure to go away disappc»nted. 
An Irishman, however, would be shocked to hear it 
slightly spoken of; there is nothing like it, he says, 
in iHe world bendes. One of their ingenious country- 
men. Doctor Richardson (of Ftorin Grass memory), 
was quite indignant that Mr. Pennant should think 
of preferring Staffa to the Giants' Causeway; and in 
a burst of national feeling, thus writes for the honour 
of Ireland: " It is morti^ng to read the animated 
description given by my friend Sir Joseph Badis 
of the colonnades at Staffa, and the bumiliatihg 
comparison he makes between them and tlie dimi- 
nutive productions of human architecture. I do 
not wish to derogate from the beauty, nor to depre- 
ciate the grandeur of the Staffa colonnades ; but as 
Mr. Pennant institutes the comparison, I must tell 
him that, while the longest pillar at Stafia is fifty- 
five feet, ours at Fairhead are two hundred and 



^:,.,Goog[c 



JjeOa y.] BALLTCASTtK TO- COLBRAINB. oS 

6fly. The continuous coloiuuide at Fairhead is 
longer than the whole liland of Staffa; and the 
colonnade of Ben^ore three times as long, and one 
of its two parallel ranges of pillars equal to the 
solitary range in Stafia. 

"Though I never saw Stafib, I may fairiy pro- 
nounce our facades to be far more stupendous ; for 
the highest point in the Island of Staffa b but 
one hundred and twenty-six feet above the level of 
the sea, while Pleaskin, scarcely higher than the 
Teat <£ the facade, ie tlu«e bundled and seventy, 
and the uniform columnar range of Fairhead five 
hundred and fifty".* 

But, with submission to the Doctor, StaSa. and 
Fairhead are not objecfaof fair comparison j the 
one, a Vttstihule surrounded with regular polygonal 
jeinted pillars ;. the other, a magnificent precipice 
faced with irregular unjointed prisms, nearly five 
times the dimensions of the former. 

There is a little bay to the eastward of Port 
NoEfer, which is named on the charts Port da 
Spagna, irom a notion that a portion of the Spanish 
Armada was wrecked on this part of the coast, 
having been deceived by some prominent points of 
pillars on the summit of the pree^ice called the 
Chimney tops. There is no authority for this. In 
Lediard's " Naval History of England," it is stated 
that ten sail of the Armada were cast away on the 
* S|}TTajof the Coontf of Antrim, tol.u. App.p. 19. 
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Coast of Ireland, among which were one of the 
great galleasses and two Venetian ships, the Batta 
and Belangara; that those who escaped the ship- 
wreck and reached the shore were all put to the 
sword, or perished by the hand of the executioner, 
the Lord Deputy fearing they should join with the 
rebels*." 

■ Thii would Mim Dot to be the fact. On mj iftnm I had 
lecoune to the Slats Papei Office, and tbera I found a papn of 
which the IbllowiDK i* a copy. 

" Our very f;aad Lo : iniedatly aft«i the writing at oi last 
Utter* to yo* Lp we went wheure we hard the Spaynarde were, and 
malt them at S, John O'Dogherty ii towne called lUagh : we leiit 
unto th«m to know who they were, and what their intent wai : 
or why they did iuT*da aoy pte of the Qoeenem Ma' domynion, 
their auniwer was that they did lett foorth to inrule Enf^Iand, 
and weru pcell of thefleetew*^ was oterthrowea by her Ha" nary 
and that they were dry*en tether by force of wether, Wherapon 
we (pceiving that they were iiinombre aboTetj* men) did incampe 
that night w^q mniliett ihott of them being in oambro not 
pagiing lij" men [here, in the hand-writing of Lord Burleigh, 
ii this note, ' ^ bold atlempl of 140 agaiiiit 600'] and the same 
night about mydnight did altycmyih w"' them for the space of ii 
houree, and in that ikyrmyBh did slay their Leunlenant of the 
feelde and abate UL*r ouire beude the huiting of a great nombe' 
of their men: Bo aa the next day (in gkyrmyshing w* them) 
they were forced to yeld themielves and we lost but one aoldio'; 
BDWe O'Donill, and wee are come w"' some of them to Dongaiune 
meaniag to go w"* them «'''oat companyea to yo' Lji And ther- 
Ibce we humbly besech yo' hono' to graunte warr' for viclling of 
them and the pryione" are very weake and unhable to travaile we 
denre yu' Lp : (yf yo° shall lo Ihiake meete) to gyve diiecon for 
leTyeyinga of hones and garrans lo cary them to Dublin. The 
beat of them seemeth to cary some kinde of maietty and hath ben 
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I now droTO on to Bush Mills, at which place 
there is a tolerably good inn recently established, 
where travellers may remain a day or two with 
good aecommodations and comfort; from this place 
it is convenient to visit the various points of attrac- 
tion along this bold coast, which to a geologist 
must be particularly interesting. The constant al- 
ternation of white and grey limestone and basalt; 
the frequent occurrence of whin-dykes penetrating 
the former ; the basaltic strata that caps the sum- 
mit of the limestone, sometimes in a columnar 
shape ; the conglomerates which appear at the base, 
mixed with the variously tinged ochreous clays that 
here and there occur; and, above all, the splendid 
columnar forms of the basalt which, commencing 
at Fairhead, extend the whole way, intermixed 
with limestone of brilliant whiteness, as far as Bally- 
cafitle; — such a variety of formations cannot fail 
to be highly interesting to the geologist, while the 
bold character of the coast must prove equally so 
to the general observer. 

From Bush Mills I directed my course towards 
Portrush, taking the ruins of Dunluce Castle in 
my way, which are said to have a most impodng 

gOTemo' of thirtj thoutiad men thii xxiiij ^ein pa«t the reat of 
Ibe pfyconan tie men of gttti calling, ruA bucIi u in o' oppy- 
nkmi) were not amyiaa to be queitionud w"* all. So wt bumiij 
tmke out leare fiom Dong>iiuie,the 

xiiij" of Sqitembn 1588 

yaai moit humble, 
TbB Loid Depotf ot liriaad Bic> Hotbmdik. 

hedik H»a» Hruiun. 



:,q,t,=cdbvGoOgle 



86 BALLTCASTLB TO COLEBAIN^ [LetteT. 

appearance from the sea; but I cannot ascribe to 
them any remarkably picturesque beanty wh^i se«l 
from the shore. They present an unintelligible 
heap of ruins, interesting only on account of their 
antiquity and the history connected with them. 
Nothing, however, could be more adapted to a 
scene in romance than the wild position of Dun- 
luce CaMie, perched as it is on the summit of a 
naked and lofty rock, surrounded by the sea, and 
cut off from the main land, except by a narrow 
strntum of rock or wall, that serves as a foot- 
bridge over a deep gulf, throng which the sea 
roan below with a fearful noise. Traditional 
stories, indeed, are not wanting of tiie abduction 
and imprisonment of beautiful rii^ns by some 
O'Neill or O'Cahan or M'Mahon, or some other 
Mac or O, which O'Hallaran says are affixes of 
dignity and meaning, by indicating the true Mile- 
sian breed, as is fiilly demonstrated by an old 
Latin pentameter — 

Per Mac atquB tn venJS copnoBeis Sbenol : 
Hi» dniibui damptii, nullui Hibnniu aitalL 

It is universally believed by the Irish, and what 
everybody believes must be true, that there are no 
snakes, nor any kind of venomous animals m Ire- 
land, Sl Patrick having laid hia bva upon the 
whole tribe. ■ They have plenty of fn^, however; 
in their swamps and bogs; but this same O'Halla- 
ran says they were sent as a present from England. 
" We never had frogs in Ireland tiffl the ceign oS 
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King William. It b true some mighty sensible 
members of the Royal Society, in tlie time of 
Charles 11.. attempted to add these to the many 
other valuable presents sent from England, but 
inefFectually ; as they were of Belgic origin, it 
would seem they could only thrive under a Dutch 
prince; and these, nrth many exotics, were intro- 
duced' at the happy rerolutioiL'' And this is 
History! 

On arriving at Portmsh, I called upon the Rev. 
flamilton Maxwell, the author of that clever and 
ijaofit aiauaing bo(^ "The Wild Sporta in the 
West;" but found to my great disappointment 
that he had just left home ; and as I had resolved 
to proceed as far as Coleraine, I was deprived of 
iba pleasure of meeting with him. 

I was much pleased with PDrtmdi, which is 
situated on a sort of peninsula projecting into the 
sea. It possesses a small but well-sheltered har- 
bour, which is now completing, and in which werer 
two OF three smaU vessels at anchor; and a very 
pretty little yacht, belonging to the Royal- Yacht 
Squadron, had just come in from Southampton. 

Portmsh appears to he much resorted to for the 
purpose of bathing, and some neat and comfortable 
houses have been erected, all of which appeared 
to be inhabited. 

Having seen all that I was desirous to see, I 
Went on to Coleraine, where I had' arranged to pass 
the night 
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FROM COLBBAINE TO Ji3ND0HDEBST. 

Toini of GolecuQc — The Hirer Buin and Salmon Leap— Cnth^e 
Chapel and other Public BuiMingi — Pleaiuiea of a public 
Jauntiug-Cor — The Road — Limavady— Fint appearance of 
Lough Foyle and Denj — Citj of — The Laodoa Society — 
Brief Account of the Uemorable Siege of Londouderrj — Com- 
memoratioa of the Ereat— Papulation of the Cil; and Coiuitf. 

Coleraiiu, Gth SepiaiiUr. 

The town of Colemne is divided into two parts 
by the River Bann, the chief portion being on the 
right bank, and a wooden bridge across the river con- 
necting it with the opposite part, or suburbs, which 
are not considerable. This small town, once the 
capital of Deny, still wears marks of its antiquity 
in the buildings, many of which are in the Eliza- 
bethan style of architecture ; others have recently, 
as it would appear, been pulled down and moder- 
tiized ; and a few, though but a few, are new. The 
best and most tasteful building about Coleraine is a 
new Catholic Chapel. There is one tolerably good 
street, leading directly into the square, or, as it 
b here called, the Diamond, in the centre of which 
is the Town Hall. The same street continues be- 
yond it down to the bridge. 
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Standing 'on this bridge, the spectator has a fine 
Tiew of the Bann on both sides of it ; that to the 
northward embraceB, among a number of decent- 
lookiiig villas or farm-houBes, a very pretty mansion 
and grounds on the left bank, close to the suburb, 
called, from its owner I imagine, Jackson Hall ; and 
tile view in the contrary direction, or up the river, 
exhibits many neat villas, well planted with wood. 
Among them a parkish-looking place, on the left 
hank, caught my attention, and I walked along a 
good road, not merely to get a nearer view of it, but 
also to take a look at the salmon-leap, which I 
knew to be about the apoL This place is named 
Somerset, and is held at a pepper-corn rent by 
Captain Bruce of the navy. 

The salmon-leap, or the Cutis, as it is called, is 
a little beyond this place. It b considered one of 
the most productive fisheries in Ireland; and I was 
told that the season had been a very favourable one, 
and bad but just ended. It is, I believe, one of 
those munificent gifts bestowed by James I. on 
tboee worthy citizens of London who constitute the 
Irish Society of Londcai. 

It was a fine evening, and I wished to see whether 
an Irish salmon leaped as vigorously as a Norwe- 
^an one ; but not a single fish favoured me with a 
specimen of its prowess. A good woman, who was 
living in a neighbouring cottage, came out to show 
" his honour" the falls, which I interpreted to mean 
neither more nor less than to earn a sixpence. She 
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appeared to be wry much ^stressed iiiat the 
gentlemaa ahouM be so diaappointed ia not sedng- 
a salmon leap, even if but one, assuring me that 
they were plentiful at all other times, and that 
it was very provc^ERig that I should go away with-' 
out being gratified. I found the means, however,' 
of consoling her; and explained to her that a 
salmon-leap was no novelty to me, and that I was 
fully persuaded that an Irish salmon did some- 
times leap, as well as those of other countries, 
although I was not so fortunate as to see it. 

Close to the Cutts stand the ruins of a building^ 
of considerable eize, which I was told was formerly a 
large mill, that unfartunately had been destroyed 
by fire. It must once have been a splendid build- 
ing, and being the property of the London Irish 
Society, it is rather surprising they have not thought 
of re-building it. At a short distance, on the oppo- 
site bank, stands one of those mounds or barrows 
which are not uncommon in England, and which ai* 
supposed to have been the graves of distinguished 
persons in days of yore. It was lofty, and planted with' 
trees to the very summit There is a new and an 
old church at Coleraine, and several chapels of dif- 
ferent persuasions, from the Presbyterians down- 
wards; a free-school, erected by the London Iris^ 
Society, and others supported by private contri- 
butions. There is a reading-room, and two or thre« 
bodtsellers' shops. The population, I was told, was' 
between 5000 and 6000 souls. 
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ColeraiBe haa long been c^ebrated fee its fabriea 
af all kinds of linen j but I neither saw nor heard 
of any large manufactures, and I siwuld think that 
l^e establiahmeat of those atBel^iat has sfiperaeded 
the neceaaity of them at Coleraine. It is, however,' 
a good market for oU that is mamilaetuTed in the 
stuToundiag countiy, to a cuisiderable distance from 
it, by hand-looms. In the immediate neighbour- 
hood I observed only two bWch-greeDS. The' 
superior quality of ihe fabric is said to have in-' 
duced the nianufacturera and agents of o^er places 
to mark thsir pieces as Coleraines. The port is a 
very indifferent one for trade ; the rapid course of 
tJie Bann, and the swell settiag in from the sea, 
have caused a dangerous bar at the mouth of the 
river. I saw but one vessel, a small cutter, moored 
to the bridge. The chief trade, I understand, is- 
with Liverpool, which supplies them with colonial 
produce, barilla, flax-seed, coals, and other artdrfes, 
in return for linen, salmon, both fresh and salt, salt 
butter, eggs, and grain. 

I passed the night at Coleraine, in a tolerably- 
good inn, at a comer of the square, and on the 
following morning started for Londonderry in on» 
of the public cars — not Bianconi's, of whom you 
bare no doubt heard, whose celebrated vehicles are 
chiefly contined to the south — ^but one of those self- 
same mUide cars, drawn by a sii^le horse, that 
carried me to Belfast, and in which I ^ve hhhertfli 
travelled since parting with my friends ait Cushen- 
dal), the same being adapted for the conveyance of 
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four passengers. Now, as tliis was to me a new 
mode of travelling in public, though not a new 
conveyance, I determined to try it, particularly 
as the distance is not very great, and we had the 
whole day before us. The fare was very low, 
and the conveyance bad in the same proportion. 
At first starting there was but one other passen- 
ger, and we got on tolerably well, but before long 
we took up two in addition. We had now not pro- 
ceeded many paces, when snap went the spring, and 
down went the car, the seat resting on the wheel, 
and throwing off the passengers on that side, leav- 
ing myself and another perched up, on the opposite 
side, with our heels dangling in the air. It hap- 
pened, unluckily, to give way just as we were pass- 
ing a parcel of boys on the road, and we were of 
course fair subjects for their amusement and ridi- 
cule. My companion whispered to me that as Fat 
is seldom at a loss on a pinch, we shall somehow or 
other soon get right again; and, sure enough, our 
driver procured, I know not how, a log of wood, 
and fastening it under the broken spring, raised the 
car from ofi* the wheel, so as to enable us to pro- 
ceed. The little boys hurraed iis along, and in a 
few minutes, greatly to their delight, bump went 
' the car again, owing to the slipping of the wood. 
Again it was replaced, and again we jo^ed on 
slowly, until the harness gave way, and a third time 
we came to a full stop. Add to all this, the horse 
took it into his head to make several occasional 
haltB, and all the swearing, and whipping, and coax- 
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ing, could hardly prevail on the auimal to move. 
Indeed, several times I thought that we sliould 
never reach Derry this day- 
It appeared to me that Pat himself was very 
much disposed to litave us on the road; and, in fact, 
on arriving at Londonderry he bundled us out of 
his car, on the middle of the bridge, hsig and bag- 
gage, saying that he could go no farther, aa he 
had already gone beyond his mark ; — and, totally 
regardless of all my iotreaties to be taken to an 
inn, the unfeehng fellow left me to trudge into the 
town, a couple of little hoys having volunteered to 
carry my baggage, while I walked alongside, de- 
airing them to take me to the first iim we should 
come to. I can pardon the driver, however, after 
having seen the town; for I am quito certain that 
it would have been utterly impossible for his jaded 
beast ever to have ascended one of the steepest 
streets in Europe. 

I may now give you a brief sketch of the road. 
For stmie distance from Coleraine, on either side of 
it, were small houses of the villa kind, with gardens 
and orchards adjoining; and beyond them were 
substantial farm-houses, where they were getting 
in their hay, which, I apprehend, from the lateness 
of the season, must have been the second crop. 
Wheat, barley, and oats were still uncut. To 
these succeeded a brown heathy moor of consi- 
derable elevation, where no bouses, save (me at 
•the top of the hill, appeared for a distance of 
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four or five miles: this root>r I soon discovered 
to be a peat-bog, from the number o! peat-stacks 
piled up in different spots, besides which there 
was little to attract attention. Beyond these the 
country put Wi a smiling appearance; and when 
about half-way to Derry, we arrived at Newtown 
Limavady, to ^ve our jaded beast a wisp of hay 
and a little water. Limavady is a well-built de- 
cent-looking village, or small town, of one spacious 
street, consisting of remarkably good houses. It 
is situated on the Roe, a delightfid clear stream, 
flowing through a deer-park, named after the river, 
and thence pursuing its course to Lough Foyle. 
Nothing fan be more beautiful than the vsJley 
through which the Roe winds its course; and, 
indeed, the whole landscape about Limavady as 
&r as the eye can reach. The country around is 
well inhabited, and every house appears to have ite 
orchard and garden, and appropriate outhouses. 
Within a duirt distance of the village are not less 
than nine or ten bleach' greens, from which I oob- 
clude that a great portion of the country is employed 
in the culture of flax and the preparatiwi of lioeii. 
- The fsnell of the flax titeeping in the wells suffi- 
ciently indicated this. The little cottages, no doubt 
belonging to the weavers, ape, like those oi Antrim, 
built of stone, and have a neat appearance; but 
there is this distinctive character which maJws Xhem 
diSer from an English cottage,— <that they ai« all 
open to the road in. front, and want that little 
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paled-ofi* garden eoclosure, to oommon to our mean- 
est cottages, to protect tbe daisies, tbe lilies, and the 
vallflowars below, and the China-roses, the wood- 
bine, the jasmine, or clematis, that trail up tbeir 
ndee, and hang in leetoons over the door. 

At throe or four miles from Lima^ady is Wal- 
wortii-house, in tbe midst of a wood that canoot be 
less than three or four hundred acres, planted, as I 
wa» informed, cWofly on bog ; it belongs to the Lon- 
don Society. We now came in sight of Lough Foyle 
and the long range of Innishowen mountains on the 
oppodtefflde of the Lough, and which divide it from 
Lough SwiUy. Tliis ridge of hills is g«ieraHy known 
by tbe name of the Backbone, from the resemblance, 
4>T Buppoaed resemblance, of their summits to the 
"Vertebrae of this part of tbe animal structure. 

The whole of this great ei^nt of land between 
the two Loughs, famous, as you may perhaps have 
beard, for its potheen, or, as it is vulgarly called, 
whiskey, is, I am told, the property of Lord Done- 
gal, whose character stands high in this part of the 
country. All seemed to agree that be was one of 
tiw best landlords in Ireland. Sir Robert Ferguason, 
the member for the city of Derry, whose property 
Jies a little away f«wi the town, is also spoken of as 
«£Ood landlord. 

IVtmi hence the greater part of the land, as we 
appToadted Derry, belongs to the different Lon- 
don companies, while the London Society has all 
within ihe walls and for three miles round 



:,q,t,=cdbvGoOgle 



96 COLEBAINE TO LOVDOriDERRY. [tMa VL 

them, which are called the Liberties. We passed 
a large portion of this property, called Green's 
Hall, and I was much struck with the handsome 
buildings — good houses, schools, churches, all sub- 
stantially built with brick, and as easily distin- 
guished from the common run of houses, as the 
Ordnance buildings are in England. After a beaur 
tiful drive close to the shores of Lough Foyle, a 
turn in the road to the left brought us in sight of 
Londonderry. 

The situation of this city is beautiful. In de- 
scending towards the town, the first object th^ 
catches the eye is the tall and elegant spire of the 
Cathedral, which stands upon the very summit of the 
hill, on which the town is built. Advancing nearer, 
the whole extent of the town, sloping down to the 
river Foyle, which sweeps round it, opens to the 
view, presenting a curious and picturesque appear- 
ance, such as is not usually met with in England. 
It is another Edinburgh on a small scale. The 
streets are so very steep that 1 should suppose 
them not accessible by a carriage; very irregular, 
with the exception of four main streets, which 
open into the Diamond, or square, in the centre of 
which is the Corporation Hall. Each of these 
streets is terminated by an arched gateway through 
the old city wall. There are some good shops in 
Deny. One in particular, kept by a fashionable 
milliner, with its large plate-glass windows, would 
not disgrace our Begent Street There are, cdso, 
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several booksellers' shops and two reading-rooms. 
Altogether Deny is a clean and a pretty town. 
A beautiful broad walk is carried round the ram- 
parts, which is the public promenade, and from it 
is an extensive and splendid view both of the Lough 
and the River Foyle, The suburbs are rather 
extensive, especially on the south-west side, where 
a continuation of Bishop's Street is carried beyond 
the wall to the distance of nearly a mile, passing a 
piece of ground prettily laid out, called the Bishop's 
Garden. 

The public buildings are all of the best order. 
Those within the walls are the Cathedral, or St. 
Columb's Church, the Bishop's Palace, the Chapel 
of Ease and Diocesan School, the Linen Hall, and 
the Exchange, Without the walls are numerous 
chapels of all denominations of Christians — one 
Roman Catholic and three Methodist chapels, four 
seceding meeting-houses, and two schools. The 
Infirmary, the Lunatic Asylum, the Jail, and a 
free-school with its grounds, the latter built and 
kept up at the expense of the London Society, who, 
as I have said, have extensive property in and about 
Derry. The Lunatic Asylum stands in the midst 
of eight or nine acres, and will contain one hundred 
and fifty patients. It is appropriated for the re- 
ception of the unfortunates whose name it bears, of 
the three counties of Derry, Tyrone, and Donegal. 
About this time, there were seventy-two male and 
seventy-five female patients. The place is kept 
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exceedingly clean, and appears to be well con- 
ducted; kind treatment is alone adopted. Great 
use is made of baths, which are said to have proved 
of benefit in restoring patients, and also of afford- 
ing facilities in restraining tbem. The medical men 
object to their reading religious books, or receiving 
religious instruction. 

The Cathedral is a handsome structure, without 
decoration, and fitted up just as a parish church 
should be. The lower part of the steeple is per- 
haps rather too large for the body of the building; 
but, on the whole, this edifice appears to be suit- 
able to its situation. The spire is one hundred 
and seventy-eight feet from the ground, of which 
the tower is ninety feet The Court-house is a 
regular piece of architecture. The facade is en- 
riched with a portico of the Ionic order, said to be 
after that of the Temple of Erechtheus at Athens. 

I have more than once spoken of the London 
Society, of which you may probably be informed ; 
but as many may not, I will briefly state what it 

In the latter part of Queen Elizabeth's reign, 
O'Neill and several other Catholics of eminence 
in the province of Ulster rebelled against the 
crown, were subdued, and attainted of high treason; 
their possessions in the sis northern counties, in the 
reign of James I., were vested in the crown, as 
forfeited property. This monarch, having deter- 
mined to maJce a settlement of English and Scotcb 
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ProteatantB on the forfeited lands, applied to the 
citizens of London to undertake the plantation,' 
and granted them a charter, by which the Iriab 
Society of London was incorporated. Charles I. 
revoked this charter ; Charles IL restored and con- 
finned it ; and under it the Society still continues 
to act as a corporate body. As it was necessary to 
raise a large sum of money for the first establish- 
ment of the settlement, the forfeited estates were 
divided among twelve chief companies of the City 
of London, but still under the panonount jurisdic-i 
tion of the Irish Society, and liable to be called on, 
if necessary, to contribute, in common with th« 
estates still held in the Society's hands, towards the 
maintenance of pubUc works sod edifices — ^for sup- 
porting the civil government of the City of Derry 
and town of Coleraine j — for repairing churches, esr 
tablUhing schools, &c The Society consists of one 
governor, one deputy-governor, and twjenty-four 
aasiatants, all chosen from among the most respect- 
able citizens of London. The twelve companies, 
among whom certain lands in Ireland were to be 
divided, are the great companies of the City *, to 
each of whom are annexed a few of the inferior ones. 
But the houses in Londonderry and Coleraine, the 
lands attached thereto, and the woods, ferries, and 
fisheries, were not divided, but specially retained 

• These ccmpuniBB are, the MercBrs, Drapars, Grocers, Fiih- 
mangen, GoldBmiths, Skiaaera, Merchant TailDra, HaberdBshcri, 
Saltan, IiODDtongtri, Viataeia, Clothirorken. 
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by the Society for the purposes of the plantation. 
The Society is also a trustee for the twelve compa- 
nies, who are ahsolute owners of their estates. 

Whether the estates of the Society and the Com- 
panies are well or ill managed, I cannot pretend to 
say ; but in a Report made by the Society in 1824 
it appeared that, within the preceding eight years, 
the rent-roll had increased to 2250i. No one can 
look upon the public buildinga of Derry and Cole- 
raine, more especially the former, without being 
struck with the great superiority over those in 
other towns of Ulster. But still it appears to me 
a confused sort of tenure; and the fact is, that 
many legal proceedings have been resorted to, as 
to the rights and privileges of this mixed proprie- 
torship, without any satisfactory result, except to 
the gentlemen of the long robe. My own opinion is, 
from a very slight acquaintance with the case, that 
such extensive and valuable estates in Ireland, 
managed by a Court of Directors sitting in the- 
City of London, is just the very worst possible sort 
of absenteeism that can well be imagined ; and is 
so much the worse as, if I am rightly informed, 
many of their leases are granted in perpetuity at a 
nominal rent. 

Every body has heard of the memorable siege of 
Londonderry, which has scarcely its parallel in the 
history of sieges. But, as you may not recollect 
all the circumstances, I send you a summary or 
note of it, which I wrote out before learing England, 
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in order that I might feel a deeper interest in viewing 
the moaument of the pious, the brave, the resolute, 
and the indomitable Walker. 

Shortly al\er the arrival in Ireland of that weak 
and infatuated monarch, Jamea II., who left Brest to 
proceed thither in 1688, he resolved upon reducing 
the northern provinces to submission, towards which 
a considerable progress had already been made by 
General Hamilton, who had defeated the Protes- 
tants at Dromore and • Hillsborough with great 
slaughter, and subsequently driven them to Derry 
and Enniskillen, which were considered the strong- 
holds of the northern counties. 

To this city, however, Tyrconnel, the King's 
deputy, detached the E^rl of Antrim's regiment, 
consisting entirely of Papists, Irish and Highlan- 
ders. A body of twelve hundred men, tall and 
terrible in their aspect, followed by a crowd of 
women and children, arrived at Limavady, within 
twelve miles of Derry, at the very moment the 
inhabitants had received information of an intended 
massacre, which had been announced by the Popish 
priests to their congregations. 

Two aldermen, Tomkins and Norman, consulted 
the bishop, who, cautious from years, preached 
peace and submission ; some of the graver citizens 
concurred with him. The troops approached ; two 
officers were already in the town; the advanced 
party appeared within three hundred yards of the 
feny-gatfl. In this critical moment, nine young 
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|Ben, apprentices, with an enthuaiastic ardour, 
Bnatcbed up liie keys of the city,~rM8ed the draw- 
bridge, — locked the ferry-gate, — were instantly 
joined by numbers of tbeir own class, — secured the 
other gates, — asseoibled in the great square, — seized 
the magazine, and were soon countenanced and ap- 
plauded by men of better condition. The body c^ 
the inhabitants caught the same spirit, and declared 
for " No surrender," — the cry of the apprentices. 

The Bang marched at the head of his anny in 
April, 1689; and so certain was he of Bucce8s,that 
he determined not to press the siege, but to coo- 
vert it into a blockade, chiefly with a view of exer- 
cising his new-raised men. On his approach to 
.the town, the governor is stated to have immedi* 
ately entered into secret negociations with the intent 
of surrendering; notwithstanding which the King 
was unexpectedly saluted with a heavy discbarge t^ 
cannon from the walls of the city. A council of 
war had been held, at which it was declared that 
the town was not t«nable, the supply of provisions 
being thought unequal to that of ten days' con- 
sumption. The inhabitants were therefore advised 
to surrender. 

The proposal appears to have been recMved with 
rage and indignation; great disorder prevMled 
throughout the city, and the frantic pet^le ima- 
pned that they were betrayed and sold to the 
Papists. In this position of affairs, a regiment <rf 
volunteers, under the c<»nmand of Murray, a ^ntl»- 
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man of property in the North, arrived at Derry; 
the inhabitants determined upon defending the city, 
and were greatly encouraged by Murray, who is 
described to hare been a roan of some discretion 
Mid great zeal in the Protestant cause. 

But among these brave and resolute Northerns, 
who had taken arms against Tyrconnel and his 
Boaster, was George Walker, a clei^yman and 
rector of a parish in the County of Tyrone. He 
raised a regiment and commanded it — he flew from 
post to post, conferred with the leaders, animated 
the people, and then hastened to Derry, The 
government had been enWusted to one Lundy, who 
represented the place untenable, and prevented two 
English regiments from landing. He was, in fact, 
a traitor, and the people discovered it. They ex- 
claimed against the goventor, the council, and every 
Suspected officer; they called out for vengeance 
against their betrayers; they slew one officer, when 
attempting to escape, and wounded another. They 
appointed two new governors, the gallant Walker 
and a Major Baker, that, in the event of one falling, 
another nught be ready to take his place. By these 
officers the citizens were formed into eight re^- 
mente, amountii^ to seven thousand and twenty 
men, and three hundred and forty-one officers. 

There is not, probably, on record a more pain- 
fully-interesting history than the siege of Derry, — 
me where more laudable enthusiasm was shown 
for the Protestant cause, more actoat valour dis- 
played, or a greater degree of pious resignaticFO to 
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the endurance of almost unequalled hardshipa, 
amidst the most unpromising aspect of affairs. 

The town was meanly fortified and miserably 
supplied to sust^n a siege ; it was encumbered with 
thirty thousand fugitives, who could ^ve them no 
assistance, and assailed by twenty thousand be- 
siegers; but the plain, unstudied, and touching 
eloquence of Walker gave them resolution and 
courage, and, with the blessing of God, a determi- 
nation to stand or fall in defence of their wives, 
their children, and their religion. Eleven days 
James in person continued his assaults, with re- 
peated mortifications, and, at the end of that time, 
with rage and disappointment returned to Dublin. 

Disease and famine now began to thin their ranks, 
but the severest trial they were to sustain, and in 
which their trust in Divine Providence could alone 
have supported them, was at that period of the 
siege when, nearly reduced to the last extremity, a 
squadron of British vessels, laden with troops, 
stores, and provisions, was seen upon the waters of 
Lough Foyle, at sight of which the joy of the inha- 
bitants was unbounded; the ramparts were croivded 
with the populace, anxious to make signals to pilot 
the vessels into Derry, when suddenly the fleet was 
seen to haul to windward and stand out to sea. 
" Faith and patience," says O'Driscoll, in his His- 
tory of the Siege, " are the great foundations of the 
Christian religion ; and though all are called upon 
to practise them, there have been few instances, 
perhaps, of a severer trial than this was to the for- 
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lorn citizens of Derry. Death was rapidly thinning 
the ranks of the heroic garrison more effectually 
than the aword Of the enemy. Their food had been 
chiefly reduced to dead horses, dogs, cats, rats, and 
all loathsome vermin. The extremity and horror 
of the famine had nearly dissolved all discipline 
and authority." 

When James, tired of the siege, had returned to 
Dublin, he committed the command of the army to 
General De Rosen, who now took measures for pre- 
YCnting the further approach of vessels to relievo 
the garrison. A boom of considerable strength, 
composed of wood and iron, and Soated by timber, 
was stretched across the narrowest part of Lough 
Foyle from side to aide. Batteries were erected 
upon the margin, and troops stationed close to the 
water's edge, 

The British vessels had sailed to Lough Swilly, 
from whence a communication was received from 
General Kirk, who commanded the troops in the 
squadron, recommending the garrison to hold out, 
and assuring the inhabitants that all was going on 
well in England and Scotland for the Protestant 
cause; but the reason of his sudden departure 
seemed to be involved in mystery, and was severely 
censured by BShop Burnet and others as unneces- 
sary. 

The suSerings of the people of Derry were pro- 
longed for a period of six weeks by this conduct of 
Kirk, who, learning that it had been heard with. 
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surprise and indignation in England, again de- 
spatched to Derry two store ships, with the Dart- 
mouth frigate, commanded by Captain (afterwards 
Sr John) Leake. The above yeaseb were observed 
to approach. The enemy, Trom their batteries, thun- 
dered furiously upon these ships, which returned 
their fire with spirit. The foremost of the victual- 
lers struck violently against the boom and broke it, 
but, rebounding with the shock, took the ground. 
The enemy, with shouts of joy, prepared to board 
her; on the crowded walls the garrison stood sta- 
pified by despair. At this critical moment the 
victualler fired a broadside, the sudden shock of 
which Soated the vessel, the tide at the same time 
rising ; she passed the boom, and was followed by 
her companions up to Deny. 

" This relief," says Walker in his Diary, " arrived 
to the inexpressible joy and transport of our dis- 
tressed garrison, for we only reckoned upon two 
days of life. We had only nine lean horses lef^ 
and one pint of meal to each man. Hunger 
and fatigue of war had so prevailed among us, 
that of seven thousand five hundred men, regi- 
mented at the commencement of the aiege, we had 
now alive but four thousand three hundred, of 
whom at least one-fourth part were rendered unser- 
viceable." 

Yet these wretched spectres, thus relieved, had 
scarcely tasted food, when they had the uncon- 
querable course to march in pursuit of the enemy; 
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and some few perished by adventuring too boldly 
on their rear guard. The Papist forces retired i^- 
pirited to Strabane, having lost eight thousand men 
by disease and the sword, during a siege, which had 
been protracted to the extraordinary period of one 
hundred and five days. 

King William bestowed on Walker a present of 
5000/, and great church patronage; but nothing 
could induce him to lead an inactive life, while the 
unnatural enemy was in the field; and this brave 
man lost his life at the battle of the Boyne, where 
he fell by a cannon hall by the side of the king. 
The inhabitants of Deiry, in grateful remembrance, 
have erected on the central western bastion a fluted 
column of the Doric order, surmounted by a statue 
of this distinguished man, of Portland stone, ninety 
feet high, of which the statue itself is nine feet. It 
is quite right that the people of Derry should con- 
tinue, as they do, to commemorate the anniversary 
of " the shutting the gates of Londonderry" by the 
apprentice boys, when the hanging and burning in 
effigy of the traitor Lundy is still observed, and the 
standing toast is drunk, " To the glorious, pious 
and immortal memory of the great King William, 
who saved us from Popery, slavery, brass money, 
and wooden shoes, and left us the House of Bruns- 
wick as a legacy." So long as we think proper to 
commemorate the 5th of November, so long may 
the people of Derry be well excused for celebrating ■ 
the anniversary of the 18th of December. 
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The increase of population is not always a just 
criterion of the increase of prosperity, yet it may 
generally, and more especially in commercial or 
manufacturing towns, be considered so. Judging 
hy this rule, Londonderry would not have been 
esteemed for the last ten or twelve years in a 
flourishing condition. It appears from Marshall's 
tables, that the population of Deny in 
1821 was 9,3131. 
1831 „ 10,130/'"'"^'^*^^^* 
being at the rate of eight and eight-tenths per cent, 
in ten years*. It is, however, admirably situated for 
trade, and has a fine productive country on every 
side of it in wheat and other grain, linen fabrics, 
beef, pork, and butter. Vessels of great burden 
come close along the quays and up to the very 
bridge, the depth of water being from twenty-five 
to thirty feet, and the rise and fall of the tide eight 
to, ten feet. 

The advantages of ateam-navigation are here sen- 
sibly felt by the farmers along the whole line of 
coast from Deny to Dublin. Their live stock, 
particulariy pigs and sheep, are sent to Glasgow, 
Bristol, and Liverpool at a very cheap rate. A 
firkin of butter, for instance, can be sent from Derry 
to Liverpool for a penny ; in fact, the certainty and 
cheapness of steam- navigation are such, that an Irish 

* AccarOiDj^ to the f»timate of the lule Dr. Besufort and two 
ethers, made nearly fifty jeais ago, the population of Dirry then 
exceeded ten thousand aoula. 
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farmer, in the vicinity of a port, is quiteas well off 
for a market, aa an English or Scotch farmer at 
sixty miles from Liverpool or Glasgow. 
■ The Foyle is here about a quarter of a mile in 
width, and is crossed by a wooden bridge one thou- 
sand and sixty-eight feet long, with a naked wooden 
floor, over which the rattling noise of the cars put 
me in mind of that of the droskies over the Isaac 
Bridge across the Neva with it's wooden Qoor, to 
which that of the Foyle bears a resemblance. One 
part of the floor draws up to let vessels pass, and 
the Foyle is navigable by lighters and other craft 
of twenty or thirty tons b.'rden as high up as Lif- 
ford, a distance of twelve or fourteen miles, and to 
Strabane, with the aid of a canal which joins the 
Foyle. By these rivers, and the Finn and the 
Moume, the produce of Tyrone and of Donegal 
easily finds its way to Derry, receiving in return, 
barilla, pearl-ashes, flax-seed, deals, coals, and iron, 
—the trade and the manufacture of linen thus ex- 
tending over the whole county. All this business 
is transacted by a few estabhshed houses in Derry 
and Coleraine, which will, perhaps, be sufficient to 
account for their small increase in population. If 
we compare the two counties of Antrim and Derry, 
we shall find them stand as under : — 
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Acres. 


im . . 227,934 


492,000 


ry . . '263,622 


405,334 



Difference 35,688 
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Hence it is clear that Antrim, having more land 
and less population than Deny, must be less agri- 
cultural and more manufacturing than D^^, and 
consequently more favourable to an increase of 
population in its towns. 

The fisheries of the Foyle contribute little to the 
trade or the consumption of Deny. The salmon 
do not appear to affect this stream. In some of the 
branches that fall into the Lough on the right bank 
below the bridge there are a few taken, but of no 
importance. I understand, however, that there is 
an extensive oyster-bank in the Lough, so produc- 
tive as, in the season, to be sold at from threepence 
to sixpence a hundred; and that a few years ago 
twopence a hundred was the common price, but 
that now they were sent, lite all other articles of 
provision, to Liverpool. 

The banks of the Ftyle are not so well wooded 
as those of the Bann, but numerous handsome villas 
are seen scattered over the country both above and 
below Deny; and I should say, from what I have 
seen of the county and of this neighbourhood, that 
it wants nothing but more trees and some hawthorn 
hedges, to place it on a comparison with some of 
the best parts of England. 
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— Gap of BBnuMmora — Mistaka iMpectiDg Rajnn — Donegal 
— View of tlie Atlantic — H'Swioa'* Gun — Ballfshannon — 
SalmoQ-leap — Specimen of Irith TnTelling — Airiral at Enaia- 



EnnidttUtn, 8th Sepltmba; 1S35. 
Having satisfied my curiosity in and around Deny, 
I took my place in Uie mail-coach, on the morning 
of the 6th, for Donegal. This being my second 
trial of his Majesty's mails in Ireland, I was glad to 
find it very differently conducted from that between 
Belfast and Lame. It was in all respects a well- 
appointed coach, and travelled at the rate of oi^t 
or nine miles an hour ; but they are not so particular 
here about being behind time as the mail-coaches 
are in our ovra country. 

We carried the Foyle and its pretty banks along 
with us nearly as far as Strabane, on the borders of 
the County of Tyrone, and enjoyed the prospect of 
a beautiful and well-cultirated country the whole 
way, abounding with gentlemen's houses and good 
Bubstantiid farms ; most of the land under tillage. 
The mail stopped merely to change horses at Stra- 
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bane, so that you must not expect me to furnish 
you with any description of the place ; but, from 
the roof of the coach, the houses appear of a 
higher order, cleaner, and in better condition, than 
they commonly are in towns of this class. It is, in 
fact, a central mart for cattle, linen, grain, and other 
produce, to be conveyed hence for shipment at 
Derry. On the whole, I should imagine it a thriving 
town; that it is so, may be further surmised from 
comparing the population of 1821 with that of 
1831. In the former it was 4116; in the latter 
4700, being a difference of 584, or an increase of 
14 per cent, in ten years. Both Strabane and Lif- 
fonl, which are near each other, and the latter of 
which we passed at a short distance, had much the 
same appearance as an onUnary small town in 
England. 

The Foyla loses its name at LiSbrd, but not be- 
fore it has received the waters of three considerable 
streams — the Finn, flowing out of Lake Finn — 
which, after collecting several smaller streams from 
llie mountains of Donegal, sweeps along with consi- 
derable rapidity into the Foyle ; and the Mome and 
the Poe from Tyrone also add their supplies to the 
volume of the Foyle. Our road lay along the 
banks of the Finn as far as Castle Finn, a village to 
which it is said to be navigable for small craft. 

We here turned off to the westward, passed Stra- 
norlan and Ballyhofey, when we left the river on our 
right, and proceeded to the southward in the direc- 
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lion of Donegal. Here the face of the country suf- 
fered a change for the worse; the number of peat- 
stacks, in the shape of truncated pyramids, denoted 
the presence of bogs. To the southward of Castle 
Finn is another small town called Newtown Sluartj 
behind which are seen two conical mountains, whose 
summits were just visible above the horizon, known 
by the whimsical names of Bessy Bell and Mary 
Gray, which 1 always thought were Scotch and not 
Irish " bonny lassies." 

The appearance of the country had now not only 
changed its character to that of sterility, which 
increased as we proceeded, but all to the right, as 
far as the eye could reach, was one continued 
waving line of brown barren heath, ascending in 
the distance to lofty hills, which, I was told, con- 
tinued to join the chain of mountains bounding 
the whole aea-coast of Donegal, It was just that 
kind of country, and I believe we passed the very 
spot, which drew from the Earl of Bristol the obser- 
vation, "that it presented nothing curious to enr 
gage admiration, and nothing horrid enough to 
stare at." 

We soon, however, approached an object which, 
though not horrid enough to stare at, was certainly 
curious enough to engage admiration : this is the 
remarkable gap, or pass, between two mountain- 
ranges, of which you may probably have heard, 
that takes the name of the Gap of Barnosmor©. 
As we advanced towards it, I was particularly 
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struck with the strong resemblaiice to each other 
of the two abrupt mountainous elevations whidi 
fonn the entrance into the defile. Their beig^ht, on 
a rough guess, may be about eight hundred fee^ 
rising at once out of the level plain. The tw9 
cheeks of the gap, as 1 perceived in driving through 
it^ had an exact similaxity of formation, — so very 
exact indeed, that one would not hesitate to say 
they' must at one time have been united, wera 
it not for the great width of the gap, probably 
about four hundred yards. The two slopes at 
the base exactly agree, and the inequalities of the 
ridges at the summits are the same on either side ; 
the strata of the rock, where visible, also corre- 
spond; and, in short, it appeared to me that the 
surface of the two sides, if brought together, would 
exactly fit each other. 

The length of this ravine I concluded to be about 
three miles, and at every little turning the wind 
howled through it furiously. A small stream of 
water ran down it to the northward, and here and 
there was the appearance of wat« having gushed 
down the two sides. In winter, I imagine, the pas- 
sage of it must he peculiarly wild and dreary. The 
only thing that now enlivened it, even in summer, 
were the blossoms of the furze and the heath that 
grew vigorously about the bases, and up the sides 
in the crevices of the rock. The road through it 
is very good, and nearly level. 

A reverend divine, who some years ^o published 
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" Sketches in Ireland," under the aignattire of C. O., 
mentions a sort of castellated ruin near the noTthem 
entrance, in a position conunanding the defile, said 
to have been erected in King James's war. I saw 
nothing of it; though at a distance, on the righ^ I 
observed something tike a castle or fort on a hilL 
" Here it is said," observes this author, " that Rapin, 
one of those French Huguenots who did William 
tuch good military service, and who hare beea bene- 
ficial to every country where they took refuge ; here, 
it is said, this honest and impartial hietorian compiled 
his voluminous histtxy." I need not observe to you, 
that this is wholly incomct. Rapin fallowed the 
Prince (^ Orange into England, went as an ensign to 
Ireland, distinguished himself at the si^e of Carrick- 
fergus, where he waspromoted to a lieutenancy, was 
present at the battle of the Boyne and at the siege 
of Limerick, where he was wounded, and returned 
to England to take charge of the education of the 
Duke of Portland's son, and never again visited 
Ireland. His History was written at Wesd, in the 
duchy of Cleves, where be lived in retirement, and 
spent the remainder of his life. 

After emerging from the defile, I observed rather 
« pretty lake on the right, though it was not set out 
with any very picturesque or romantic accompanH 
ments, beyond a few patches of wood : it is called 
the Eask, and from it issues a river which continues 
its course to Donegal, and thence into the bay. On 
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the left, after quhtiilg the defile, the same klod of 
dreary waste of heath and bog continues, as that 
which at the entrance presented itself to our view ; 
but the course of the Eask took us to some distance 
over a beautiful country studded with villas ^id 
good substantial farm-houses. 

We passed several parties on the road and, being 
Sunday, all appeared tidily dressed, the women 
wearing bright red cloaks, such as are common in 
Wales. They were evidently going to their several 
churches and chapels to attend divine service ; and 
I am free to confess, I felt a little uneasy and 
ashamed at the bad example 1 was showing in tra- 
velling on that day, which, as you know, is not my 
usual custom. I had, indeed, intended to remain 
at Derry and to attend the cathedral service ; but 
those to whom I carried letters of introduction 
were absent, and I had seen all that 1 was desirous 
of seeing. 

But though the people were well dressed, and 
exceedingly decent in their manner, we had passed 
on both sides the gap some very wretched habita- 
tions, by far the most so, indeed, that I had hitherto 
seen, in Ireland. They were built of unshapen 
stones, loosely placed together, without mortar or 
even clay to stop up the crevices, and thus but ill 
Calculated to keep out the weather ; roofed, too, in 
a. manner suited to the walls.; miserably thatohed 
with sticks and rushes, or covered with sods instead 
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of thateh; some had a sort of basket-work chim- 
ney and others only a hole to let out the smoke. 

It was about three in the afternoon when the mail 
drove into Donegal, where it had been my intention 
to have slept ; but 1 found to my great mortification 
that the only hotel in the town was full of visiters, who 
usually resort hither during the summer months to 
drink the waters of a spa in the neighbourhood which 
is in great repute, and the more so, as Sir Hum- 
phry Davy, I was assured, had " analysed and tasted 
the water," and pronounced it to be admirable. As 
far as I could judge from the smell, which was 
quite enough, and from what 1 heard others say, 
the water of this spa is as nearly as possible of the 
same quality as the hepatic waters of Harrowgate, 

Donegal is a very small town, so small indeed 
as scarcely to entitle it to any thing beyond the 
name of a village. They told me the population 
was about 900 or 1000 souls. It would seem, 
however, to be a little on the increase. There is a 
pretty-looking church and a chapel, besides two or 
three meeting-houses ; Indeed, I heard that in this 
small population they reckoned no fewer than nine 
different pursuasions of Christians. The town is 
evidently improving. I remarked some good houses 
Ir progress for the accommodation of the summer 
visiters. There is said to be a good market for 
grain ; and that oats for Liverpool, and emigrants 
for America, are the principal exports.' Vessels of 
considerable burden sometimes come up to tahfe in 
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their cargoes at the very quay, but the channel is 
narrow and insecure and they mostly prefer lyio^ 
in the bay. At the comer of a large open street 
(no doubt the market-place) in which the hotel 
was ^tuated, stands a very fine ruin of an old castle, 
■aid to have been the ancient residence of the 
O'Donnells. 

I was amply repaid by strolling up a hill to the 
right of the town ; it had the appearance of a 
mound thrown up by human hands, and is said 
to have been the place on which the kings of the 
O'Donsell race were crowned. From this spot a 
beautiful view of the sea opens out upon the spec- 
tator; and this being the first glance I had obtained 
o( the tumultuous Atlantic since my arrival in 
Ireland, I was not a little transported at the sight. 
There is something in surveying the boundless 
expanse of the ocean that elevates the mind, while 
at the same time it appears to depress the spirits. 
To roe, at least, it has the effect of inspiring a sort 
of melancholy pleasure, which I can neither explain 
nor account For. In llie vastness and grandeur of 
a boundless ocean like the Atlantic,— as unlimited 
to the eye as the infinity of space or the eternity 
of time is inconceivable by the mind, — we feel the 
idea of the sublime, more strongly, perhaps, than 
in viewing any other object of the creation. My 
own feelings, on such occasions, are in full accord 
with what the noble poet has so beautifully ex- 
preSBed: 
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" Time n ■ plesBore in the pathleiB woodi, 

Theie i» a lapture on the lonely sboie, 
There is society, where nooe iatiudei. 

By the deep see, sod music in itfl roat ; 

I love not mui the lew, but Natara more. 
From tbeM om inteniewa, in which I itesl 

From all J nifty be, of hiTe been belbie, 
To mingle vhh the universe, and feel 
IVbat 1 eon ne'ei eiprega, yet cannot all eoneesL*' , 



Turning the eye landwards from the point ^here 
I stood, the whole extent of the country is seen 
chequered with a succession of MU^ and valleys, 
while a range of broken mountains extends along 
the sea-coast to the northward. The Bay of Done- 
gal is rendered the more interesting by the number 
of little islands scattered over its surface. In shorty 
this hill affords as pretty and varied a panorama as 
one would wish to see. I am not sure whether this 
mound is within the dommn of Mountcharles, a seat 
of the Marquess of Conyngham, that stretches along 
the heights of this part of the coast, and overlooks 
the Bay of Donegal, but I believe it is. Here 
also, on the same ridge, b a seat belonging to the 
Earl of Belmore. 

I had hoped for an opportunity of making some 
inquiries after an ancient wooden house that had 
been discovered on the shore of Donegal Bay, at 
tiie bottom of a deep bog, and examined and do- 
scribed by Captain Mudge, of the Royal Navy, 
who had been surveying that bay, and to whom I 
had a letter of introduction ; but he was absent, I 
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shall, however, get the particulars, and let you know 
further about this singular discovery. 

I had read some wonderful account of a natural 
curiosity on the coast of Donegal, called M'Swine's 
gun, where it is said to give a report so loud as fre- 
quently to be heard twenty or tliirty miles inland, 
when " firing Nature's signals of distress," as the 
writer of "Sketches in Ireland" has it; and further, 
that " the report announces that earth and ocean are 
labouring in the hurricane," This natural gun, it 
seems, is a perpendiciUar shaft, rising to the surface 
from a horizontal cavern under a cliff; and when 
the sea is forced by a storm into the cavern, up flies 
the water through the shaft " some hundreds of 
feet high, like the geysers of Iceland, with a report 
louder than cannon, and has been heard in the city 
of Derry !" How a sensible man can write such 
impossibilities 1 

Being unable, as I have s^d, to obtain a night's 
lodging, I hired a jaunting car and drove on to 
Ballyshannon, where I hoped to meet with better 
luck, as the evening was closing in. I had paid in 
the north at the rate of eightpence a mile for this 
species of conveyance, but here the demand was no 
more than sixpence, and both the vehicle and horse 
were good of their kind. The distance from Donegal 
to Ballyshannon is ten miles. Half-way is the village 
of Ballintra, near which are some fine plantations of 
wood belonging to Mr. Hamilton. From Donegal 
to this place there was an evident improvement in 
the cottages, v;hich were, generally speaking, neat 
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and comfortable-looking dwellings; and the road is 
rendered interestJng by occasional glimpses that are 
obtained of the sea ; but the scenery became wild 
and draary as we approached Ballyshannon; the 
mountains were naked, and the valleys abounded 
with heath and bogs. 

I drove to the hotel, as the landlord is pleased to 
call it, but you must not picture to yourself a second 
Clarendon, for every dirty inn in Ireland appears 
to be equally dignified by the name of hotel; nor 
must you suppose that I mean to speak slightingly 
of Mr. Brown's establishment, where I passed the 
night, and which was quite as good as a traveller 
has any right to expect in such an out-of-the-way 
spot as Ballyshannon. [ was sorry to bear that 
some of the people of the neighbourhood, on the 
Donegal side, are considered to be ill-disposed, and 
that the town itself has many bad characters in it. 
I was told it was not safe to venture even as far aa 
the bridge at the foot of the street after dusk, with- 
out a brace of pistols in one's pocket ; but when the 
narrator mentioned to me, as a grievance, that the 
Catholics at Ballyshannon out-numbered the Pro- 
testants as three to one nearly, I set him down for a 
party-man, and, as such, not much entitled to belief. 

There was, however, a very suspicious and odd- 
looking man in the streets of Ballyshannon, who, if 
he had not been pointed out to me as a well-known 
character, might have raised a doubt in my mind 
how far it was safe to trust myself with him. He 
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was a sort of tramping be^ar, (I believe they call 
them buckaghs) who had all the air and freedom of 
a man of the world, with 

" An eye like Mara to Ihnalen and comnuuid.'' 

On observing his large eyes sternly and steadily 
fixed upon me, and having been told that he had 
marked the gentleman so as he should always know 
him again wherever he might chance to fall in with 
him, I thought it prudent, at least, to he on good 
terms with him; and therefore took an opportunity 
of sending him on an errand, for which I was carefiil 
to give him what I thought an ample remuneration, 
and with which he was quite satisfied. I was in- 
formed that, with all his fierce looks, he was a very 
gentle, good-humoured fellow; and, indeed, so I 
found him when sober, but at other times that one 
could not feel quite so safe in his company. He was 
described to me as merely one of those meddling 
busy bodies of the Dicky Gossip breed, who make 
it their study to know everybody and every thing 
that is going on. 

BallyshannoB is a email tovro of little int^est, 
where there is but one object of attraction — the fall 
of the river, or salmcm-leap, to which, of course, I 
paid a visit. It is a fine rush of the Erne over a 
ledge of rocks, somewhere about the height of four- 
teen or fi&een feet, which, when the tide is in, may 
be reduced to ten or twelve. The fall is just below 
the bridge, and not far above the mouth of the river. 
I found one or two people amusing themselves with a 
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rod and line throwing tbe fly, but I did not see them 
land any fiah. Apropos of this salmon-leap. It is 
commonly said that " there is no accounting for 
tastes." A sensible and trav^ed gentleman, who 
wrota a " Tour in Ireland" — 'tis sixty ^ars sinca,— 
says " the Gifuits' Causeway is an object which is 
scarcely worth gcang so far to see ; but the salmon- 
leap at Ballyshannon is a scene of such a singular 
nature as is not to be found elsewhere, and is as 
peculiar to Ireland as bull-fights are to Spain." 

There is but a single street deserving the name 
of one at Ballysbanoon, in which the hotel is situated. 
It slopes down to the river, and at the foot of it is 
the narrow, ill-constructed bridge, close to which, 
on the right, stands tbe bamcka. There is, how- 
ever, another street on the opposite side of the river, 
and nearly parallel to it. The <Hily building that 
attracted my attention, besides the barracks, was 
the church, which stenda on an eminence Just above 
the salmon-leap, apart from the town. It is a plam- 
looking structure. 

Not far from Ballyshannon, on the sea-side, ia a 
little watering-place called Bundoran, which they 
say is much resorted to; and such would appear to 
he the case, as no less than three cars, which passed 
through the town on their way to Enniskillen at 
diflTerent periods of the morning, were quite full. I 
could not, therefore, obt^n a seat, and was compelled 
to wait till the afternoon, and then to proceed by 
the mail ; and as it ia of some importance to know 
o2 
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"how one travels in Ireland," I cannot do better 
tban give you another specimen of this day's pro- 
ceedings. 

The Enniskillen mail was drawn by three horses, 
one being driven as a leader, which was not easily 
managed, as is rarely the case when harnessed 
with only one leader. He was a violent-tempered, 
furious kicker, and could only he kept quiet, as to 
his heeb, by dint of flogging and making him do 
his work. Going down hill, when the traces became 
slack, and he felt himself somewhat at liberty, he 
was particularly unruly ; and the driver was there- 
fore compelled to flog him into a gallop, at which 
frightful pace we descended the hills. Just as we 
had reached the foot of one of them in safety, and 
were ascending tlte next, we stopped to receive a 
bag of letters, and at this very moment it was dis- 
covered that the fore axletree was broken in two, 
holding together only by a splinter, and the fore 
wheels spreading out on either side; the coach 
was so disabled that it could not even be moved, 
but was obliged to be left in the midst of the high 
road. The guard mounted one of the horses, and 
rode away towards Enniskillen with the mail, while 
the coachman, as we afterwards found, mounted 
another, and went back to Ballyshannon to procure 
a fresh coach ; it being absolutely necessary that 
one should be at Enniskillen to bring away the 
mail the following morning. 

It was no small consolation to find that I had 



^:,.,Goog[c 



Lettn Vll.] LONDONDEBRT TO ENmSKILLEK. 125 

escaped with my limba unbroken, and I may say 
■*itb something more serious ; for, being seated on 
the box, if the axletree had broken one minute 
sooner when galloping down the hill, both the 
coachman and myself must inevitably have been 
thrown between the horses : of this I can speak 
from experience, having when a boy, as you know 
too well, been thrown from the box of your carriage 
by a similai" accident, when both wheels passed 
over me, and I narrowly escaped with my life. 

Leaving our baggage in the coach, three other 
passengers and myself decided to walk on to the 
nearest place, where we hoped to procure a car. 
This was the little village of Belleek, between three 
and four miles from Ballyshannon. We went to a 
decent-looking house, a sort of inn, where we had 
been told that a car was likely to be obtained. It is 
true there was one ; but in vain were our entreaties 
for the use of it, as it was unfortunately engaged 
for a certain hour of the afternoon, and could not 
be parted with. The good woman of the house 
seemed, as I thought, to waver, and I used all my 
persuasive eloquence with her daughters, two fine 
bouncing girls, to assist us in our difficulties, but 
with no success. It happened, luckily, that one of 
our passengers was well known in those parts, and 
through his activity we got a car, and not with- 
out great difficulty a horse, one that, by much per- 
suasion, and a valuable consideration, we prevailed 
on the owner to take out of a cart, in which the 
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poor creature had been worked, so at least we soa- 
pected, all the morning, and on we jogged at a v^ry 
slow pace towards EnniskiUeo. 
' We were not SHffeTed to rem^n long in making 
the discovery, how hopeless a case it was that the 
animal could ever reach Enniskillen ; but, after 
baiting on the road to feed him, we contrived to 
get as far as the place where the nuul was to 
change horses. Here we found two horses, the 
guard having ridden on with one, and we all used 
our utmost endeavours to get possession of an- 
0ther ; the ostler, however, was determined against 
us, and argued that if the mail should come up 
and find only one horse to draw it, he should never 
hear the last of it, while we, on the other hand, en- 
deavoured to quiet his conscience, and to assure 
hiro that there was no chance of the mail coming 
that evening ; in fact, we were not then aware that 
the coachman had gone back, after we left him, 
for another coach. However, in the midst of the 
argument up drove the coach, greatly to the amuse- 
ment of the ostler, who had the laugh against us; 
and quitting the car we proceeded on to Eoniskillen, 
where, driving along the shores of Lough Eme, a 
noble lake, of which I must endeavour to give you 
some account in my next, we arrived some two 
or three hours after our time, about sunset 
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Ihhediatelt od my arrival at EnniskilleD I I«amt 
from the waiter at the inn, that frequent inquiries 
had been made after me by my friend Lieut. 
Beechey, who, in conjunction with Lieut. Wolfe, 
both of the navy, were employed during the summer 
months in making a careful survey of Lough Erne. 
Enniskillen was of course their head-quartera; and 
qn proceeding to their lodgings, I thought mysdf 
most fortunate to find them at home, especially as 
I understood that they were often away for three 
weeks together in their cutter towards the lower 
extremity of the lough. 

It is a great pleasure at all times to fall in with 
an old friend, more paiticulariy so when Ixa- 
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veiling in a country where one has few or no ac- 
qumntance, which was here my case. You will, 
therefore, readily imagine the delight I felt on 
shaking hands with so old a friend as Beechey, nor 
was the pleasure on my part wholly disinterested. 
I anticipated from his kindness the advantage to be 
derived from his local knowledge of this part of the 
country, and had no doubt of a day's amusement 
on the splendid lough now under my lee. With 
these two officers I passed an agreeable evening, 
and having made our arrangements for the follow- 
ing day, I returned to the inn at which I had taken 
up my abode. 

The property of Lord Enniskillen is derived 
from a grant of certain town-lands, with a third 
part of the island, which was made to William Cole, 
Esq. (ancestor of the present Earl) by James I., 
" in fealty, and on condition (as is expressed in the 
charter) of paying every Easter and Michaelmas 
20». current money of Ireland, in half-yearly 
instalments, &c., and of bringing twenty persons, 
English or Scotch, chiefly artificers and mechanics, 
to construct a town, also to build a church, with 
cemetery, a market-house, prison, and public school, 
with court and garden to the said school adjoin- 
ing." 

A long principal street of brick houses, with 
some good shops, runs the whole length of the 
island, which is connected with the main by a 
Btone bridge at each end. The public buildings 
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are a small church, a town-hall, a market-house, a 
jail, an infirmary, and a barrack barely sufficient 
for one regiment, all built of stone. There is also 
a small Catholic, a Presbyterian, and a Wesleyan 
chapel. The town is said to be improving in 
wealth and external appearance. Its population is 
not much short of 8,000, two-thirds of whom are 
Protestants. A market is held every Monday, and 
on the tenth of each month a fair in the main 
street, chiefly for horses, cattle, and pigs ; also good 
stout canvass and coarse linen cloth, made from the 
Sax which b cultivated, spun, and woven in the 
surrounding country, besides clothing and various 
other articles. Every Monday and Tuesday butter 
and eggs are brought for sale in large quantities, 
which are sent to Derry or Newry for exportation 
to England. At these markets and fairs public 
auctions are held in the open street. 

Enniskillen is situated between the upper and the 
lower lough, on an island in the Channel which con- 
nects them, but much nearer to the latter. The 
name signifies ' Island of the Church.' The upper 
Lake is so crowded with islands, that the Irish will 
tell you they amount exactly to three hundred and 
sixty-five, being one for every day in the year, a 
proof, by the way, that they know nothing about their 
number. These islands are, in fact, so thickly 
crowded together that all the water which is visible, 
and which constitutes the lake, consists entirely of a 
multitude of narrow channels, twisting and winding 
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round the shores of the several islands, in such 
'tortuous meanders, as must, I should suppose, set 
4t defiance ail attempts to navigate this lake ; and 
will compl^ely puzzle, or at all events put to the 
test, the patience and skill of Wolfe and Beechfty in 
their attempt to make an accurate survey of it. la 
fact, the spectator from the shore can see no more of 
the water than parts of two or three of the channels 
nearest to him, all the rest being concealed by the 
numerous islands that overlap each other, and 
quite destroy any appearance of a lake. 

The lower Lough Erne is of a diflferent character ; 
and though it is clustered with a great number of 
ishinds, to the extent of six or seven miles from the 
extremity nearest to Enniskillen, which is the nar- 
rowest part, yet where it expands its waters, beyond 
these islands, to the width of five miles, it becomes 
a fine broad sheet of water, interrupted only here 
and there by a small island. Our surveyors had 
ascertained that the elevation of the water of the 
Ipwer lake, at its lowest state, is one hundred and 
forty-eight feet above the low-water level of the sea; 
and also that it has been known to rise to one hun- 
dred and fifty-six feet, when it overflows. Mid occa- 
sions damage to, the adjacent land, producing the 
same inconvenience that I mentioned with regard to 
Lough Neagh. 

The soundings of this lower lake are remarkable 
for their great irregularity. The surveyors found 
frequent variations of twenty to thirty feet in depth 
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occurring in the dutance of as many yards. In 
one place the depth of uie hundred and &&y feet ' 
was diauni^ied suddenly to twenty-ei^ feet. In 
anodier the depth waa extended to two hundred 
and eighty-eight feet. The rivers that empty 
themselves into this lake are three or four very 
BDiall ones on the northern shore ; on the southern 
none. Both shores are, generally speaking, low, 
but are waved by small eminences, and abound 
with those artificial mounds known by the name of 
Raths, or Danish forts ; the lower parts contain a 
great deal of bog. On the southern shore, however, 
and opposite the broadest part, is a fine detached 
mountain, overhanging the lake, and casting its 
deep shadows on the sur&ce, called Poola-fooka, 
which rises nearly a thousand feet above the level 
of the water. Ihis range of table-land is the only 
grand and imposing object on the immediate shores 
(^ the lake. The cliSs are chiefly of limestone, 
in which, my naval friends told me, are fbiind fossils 
<^ various kinds, but principally of shells and coral 
ibnnations. 

On the northern side are two villages, fcsh and 
Pettigo, the latter pretty extensive, and may con- 
tain from two to three hundred persons. On the 
southern shore, and not far from it, there b only 
cme village, named Church-hill, which is .almost 
deserted, in consequence of a new line of road from 
Beleek to Enniskillen, which avoids it The distance 
is above twenty miles, along which, so Mr. Wolfe 
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told me, there was not yet a single village. Miser- 
able hovels, however, abound along both sides of 
the lake, at almost every one of which, even the 
meanest, the favourite beverage of the Iri^ potheen, 
may be had cheap enough. 

There is very little traffic on this tine lake; the 
only boats upon it, called coits, are, like our coal- 
barges on the Thames, square at each end, flat-bot- 
tomed, drawing little water, and ligged with. one 
large gaff-sail ; and seldom exceed the burden of 
ten or twelve tons. The natives who manage them 
are miserable s^lors, who, with the least breeze 
that blows, may be seen skulking under the lee of 
one of the islands. Their chief employment is 
carrying turf from the bogs near the shores of the 
lake to Enniskillen, stones and sand for building, 
and slates and coal from Beleek, which have been 
imported at Ballyshannon. 

I had heard it asked, before I set foot in Ireland, 
what the object could be of making a survey of 
Lough Erne? The reply is obvious enough, — to 
open a navigable communication from the eastern 
to the western coast of Ireland. From Beleek to 
the port of Ballyshannon in Donegal Bay is only four 
miles, along a river that may easily be made naviga- 
ble; from hence to Enniskillen twenty-three miles; 
from this to Lough Neagh under forty miles; and 
from this lough there is already a canal to Belfast, 
It is, therefore, supposed that an easy canal and 
lake communication may be carried directly across 
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the island from east to west, connecting Ihe two 
porta of Belfast and Ballyshannon. Such a com- 
munication, however, appears to me to be attended 
with some degree of difficulty, at least one that will 
require a considerable extent of locking. Thus, 
Lough Neagh is forty-eight feet above the level of 
the sea. Lough Erne is one hundred and forty- 
eight; consequently there is a rise of one hundred 
feet between these two loughs ; and one hundred 
and forty-eight feet in the short distance from Beleek 
and Ballyshfuinon. The project, however, is fea- 
sible, but will require a very considerable capital 
to complete it; and I understand they have already 
commenced at Lough Neagh. 

With regard to the upper lake, if it can be made 
practicable at all for the purposes of navigation, it 
would be, I conceive, by feeding a canal from its 
upper comer at Belturbet, to be carried to Dun- 
dalk, or into the bay of that name on the eastern 
coast, the distance being about thirty-five miles. 
To effect this, I apprehend, from the general flat 
surface of the country, there would be little or no 
difficulty; and it would thus open another channel 
of communication between the eastern and western 
shores of Ireland, to the very great benefit of both. 

According to our arrangements, Beechey and I 
walked to Castle Coole, the noble mansion of the 
Earl of Belmore, situated about a mile to the east- 
vrard of the town. It was infinitely the finest build- 
ing I had seen in Ireland, and I should say thera 
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are not many noblemen's seats in England superior 
to it The facade is grand and imposii^, the en- 
trance ia by a handsome portico, and an arched 
corridor connects the ofSces on each side. It is built 
entirely of Portland stone, which must have beoi 
conveyed thither at a great expense, llie entrance- 
hall is on a grand scale, and there are some fine 
apartments, furnished in a good substantial maimer. 
In one of the rooms there appeared to be a valuable 
collection of paintings, but I had not time to pay 
much attention to them. The grounds are extremely 
well laid out, and have all the requisites of wood and 
water to make the landscape agreeable. . Some of 
the timber is remarkably fine, more particularly that 
ftf the beech, of which there is an avenue, such as 
I have rarely seen surpassed, even at Up-Park. 
I was rather surprised to see a quantity of wild 
geese, wild ducks, cranes, &c., on a piece of water 
on the domain, many walking about the lawns appa- 
rently perfectly tame, and not in the least disturb- 
ing themselves at our approach, I was told, indeed, 
that Lord Belmoreis very particular in not allowing 
them to be fired at, nor in any way molested. 

In the afternoon my friends accompanied me in a 
jaunting-car to Florence Court, the seat of the Earl 
of Enniskillen, which is also a splendid mansion, 
and in point of situation far more desirable, in my 
opinion, than Castle Coole. It is distant about 
seven miles to the south of Enniskillen, and stands 
at the foot of a, range of bold mountains, which form 
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a fine background. The grounda are beautiful 
and well wooded with beeches, oaks, sycamores, 
and other forest-trees, and may, probably, occupy^ 
about one thousand acres, one-half of which is 
covered with these noble woods in great masses. 
Everything seemed to be kept in high order; and 
nothing' to be wanting but a sheet of water, as 
element of which there is none deserving of men- 
tion. In the park are several rising eminences of 
two to three hundred feet, all covered with wood. 
The grounds beyond the park, and those belonging 
to the domain, may be said to extend to Lough 
Machain, a lake more beautiful than Lough Eroe. 
I observed no deer in the park, but several peacocks 
were disporting tbemaelves upon the lum in the 
front of the house. We w»it through the principal 
apartments, in which was a tolerable collection of 
paintings ; among others, several of Dutch masters, 
Rubens, Teniers, &c. ; and in the dining-room was 
a portrait of the great and good King William. 

Lord Enniskillen bears the character of a. most 
amiable, affable, and kind-hearted nobleman, and, 
as far as I can learn, is, as he ought to be, univer- 
sally beloved by all puties, which is not a very 
usual circumstance in Ireland. Having part^en of 
lunch with him at Florence Court, we returned to 
Enniskillen, where, just witbout the walk of the 
town, the race-courae was pointed out to me, on 
which I observed one or two horses training. I was 
not a little amused to hear that the two favourites at 
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last year's races were named 'Daniel O'Connell' 
and ' Protestant Bay ;' that the Protestant Boy 
beat Daniel, an event that was quite enough in this 
pugnacious country for what followed, — a grand 
row; and the consequence of this was, that the 
military were obliged to be called out, before mat- 
ters between the combatants could be amicably 
arranged, and a treaty of peace signed and sealed 
, over a keg of whiskey. 

As Wolfe and Beechey were about to sail to the 
lower end of the lough to prosecute their survey, 
I remained another day at Enniskillen We em- 
barked on board the Eagle cutter, a small vessel 
which had been used by Captain Mudge in his sur- 
veys of the coast of Donegal, and conveyed over- 
land from Ballyshannon with no small difficulty, 
and launched upon the watei-s of Lough Erne. We 
proceeded at once to Devenish, a small island about 
a mile and a half below the town, being about a 
mile long by a third broad, and having a waving 
surface of rounded hills, and destitute of wood. On 
this island stands one of those round towers, the vene- 
rable relics of oldeu times, of the use and origin of 
which no memorial has been handed down to later 
davs, and concerning which, as I have before told 
you, 80 many various opinions have been held- I 
found it to be precisely similar to that which I 
had seen at Antrim, and about the same height, 
namely, eighty-two feet I understand the upper 
part was rapidly falling into decay, owing partly to 
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the rooka building their nests near the summit, the 
twigs of which occasionally took root, and the birda 
picked out the mortar ; the consequence was, that 
the stones were loosened and constantly falling. It 
is now in excellent preservation, having been re- 
paired in the course of the present summer, by 
the aid of a subscription raised by the noblemen 
and gentlemen in the neighbourhood. Like that 
of Antrim, the summit is now crowned with a 
modem cone, close below which, on a cornice carried 
round the building, were discovered the figures of 
four human heads sculptured in the stone, facing 
the four cardinal points of the compass. A kind 
of band, or chain, was carried round the cornice, 
connecting the heads; they are about the size of 
life: the beards were curiously plaited; but the fol- 
lowing sketch will convey to you a better idea of 
these antient monuments, than any description that 



culptuied Head on D«ven 
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I can give. There was no possibility of getting 
into the interior without the aid of a ladder, the 
door being at a con^derable height fnnoa the ground, 
which would seem to imply that one of their uses 
was as {daces of security, and periiaps also of attack 
ami defence, like our Martello Towers. 

Close to the tower, which is placed on the sloping 
side of the small island, stand the ruins of an old 
church or abbey, the architecture of which appears to 
hare been of a much more recent date than that of the 
tower. An inscription, in the old Saxon characters, 
was pointed out to me, but it was too much defaced 
to be made intelligible ; part of the date irould 
show it to have been built in &e fifteenth century, 
tlie figures 14 . . being legible enough. Many of 
the stones of this ruin are said to have been carried 
away for the use of buildings in Enniskillen, but 
the bishop of the diocese (Clo^r) put a stop to it. 
Several tombstones of modem date are strewed 
around the sacred ground. 

Having satisfied my curiosity-^not, however, till 
Beecheyandl had each made a hasty sketch of De- 
venish round tower and ruined church — we again 
nnbarked in the cutter, and dropped down to Ely 
Lodge, on the west side of the lough. It stands on a 
small island, and the grounds are lud out witii much 
taste, and kept in neat order. The adjacent grounds* 
as well as the paik, are well clothed with wood, and 
the views or peeps of the lough through some of the 



:,q,t,=cdbvGoOgle 



IMtt VUL] SH«BEILLEN AllD LOUOH ERNG. 139 

opemngs, wttli the neighbouring islands and distant 
mountain, are perfectly beautiful. The house is 
only the ordinary villa of a gentleman, such as may 
be Been in all parts of England ; but the ^tuation ia 
moBt enchanting, and iairly entitled to be called a 
little Paradise. Lord Ely was not at this time 
residing on hia property, but he ia frequently domi- 
ciled upon it. I understand be is fond of boating, 
and I observed a smart little yacht at anchor off a. 
small and neatly-finished quay, <ff jetty, which 
Lord Ely has constructed ; and under a shed near 
it was a sort of half-decked vessel, and a large well- 
built barge or cutter for rowing. 

I here took leave of my friends with much regret 
at parting so soon, but you know how limited my 
time is, and consequently how rapid my movements. 
They again embarked in the cutter, intending to 
sail for the lower end of the lough, while I trudged 
into town on foot, a distance of about five miles. 
Walking through the grounds of Ely Lodge, at a 
short distance fi-CHu the house, I came to a bridge 
across the small stream which separates the island 
from the main; and about half a tmle from thisis 
the entrance-lodge leading into the public road. 

Had time permitted I would gladly have made 
an excursitm frua Enniakillen to St Patrick's Pur- 
gatory, which is situated in.soi island of Lough 
Derg; but this would have cost me a day; and 
Lieutenant Beechey assured me, with little to re- 
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ward a toilsome journey, beyond my being enabled 
to Btate that I had actually trod the shores of 

" that dim l&ke- 

When uoful aouli their fiueiiell Uke 

OCIhii OBiQ woclil, and luir-vay lie 

In death's cold iluidav ere Ibey die." 
From Mr. Beechey's " Sketch Book" I can, how- 
ever, give you an. idea of the present appearance of 
this far-famed spot ; and extraordinary it certainly 
is, that an island in a small lake of a remote comer 
of Ireland, and which island is stated to be not 
more than one hundred and twenty-six yards in 
length by forty-four in breadth, with seven or eight 
insignificant hovels or ceils upon it, should be re- 
nowned throughout Europe. 

The legend of St. Patrick's Purgatory, of the 
awful ceremonies which must be performed before 



Vie* of St Ftttrick'f Purgatoiy, oa Lough De^. 
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entering the cave, and of the portentous wonders 
nhich were supposed to be seen there, appears to 
have been first promulgated about the middle of the 
twelfth century, A.D. 1153, in the story of the descent 
of a knight named Owain, or Owen, the liistory of 
whose adventures became immediately so popular, 
as to be translated from the Latin original into nearly 
all the languages of the west of Europe, I have been 
informed by Mr. Wright, of Trinity College, Cam- 
bridge, who has laboriously investigated this sub- 
ject, that there is no legend of so frequent occ\ir- 
rence in early manuscripts ; and there are abundant 
proofs of the great influence which it, as well as the 
other popular legends of purgatory, at that period 
fashionable, exercised upon the superstitions, and 
even upon the literature, of the middle ages, St. 
Patrick's Purgatory was soon famous throughout 
the civilized world, and was crowded by visiters not 
only from England, but from Germany, from France, 
from Spain, from Provence, and from Italy, until it 
was solemnly demolished on St. Patrick's day, 1497, 
by an order of Pope Alexander VI., who doubted 
the precise locality. Its attraction, however, was 
not destroyed, and another Pope, Benedict XIV., 
not only preached, but published a sermon, in cele- 
bration of the virtues of Patrick's Purgatory. When 
Popery had been displaced by its opposite extreme, 
Puritanism, attempts were made by the civil autho- 
rities to root out this nest of superstition, and to dis- 
perse the pilgrims who flocked to the " dim lake," 
as Moore calls it, in the hope of expiating iheir sins 
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in this life, and anticipating the paina of an interme- 
diate state. But the order of the Lords Justices of 
Ireland bad only its temporary and partial eSset, for 
Lough Derg continues to be as zealously visited, by 
Irish pilgrims at least, as ever. I was assured that, 
during the last year, the number of persons who 
had taken what is called " their rounds" at the pur- 
gatory, was between nineteen and twenty thousand. 
The government, in my opinion, ought to put 
down such an abomination, as the lords justices 
once did, and as it was also once done by order of 
the Pope Alexander ; but, no— not the government, 
for that would be called persecution. It is the 
bead of the Church of Rome that ought to use his 
influence to abate a nuisance of this kind, which 
confers no honour on the Catholic religion, and, I 
believe, is not in accordance with the Catholic ritual, 
but one of the mere tricks of monkish priests to 
fatten on the credulity of the lowest, the most dis- 
tressed, and most ignorant, of the Catholic popula- 
tion. But what is to be said of the proprietor, who 
r^aes a revenue of 200/. or 300/. a year by renting 
this spot? Does he never consider, when he looks 
upon the wretched objects that flock to this place 
from the extreme points of the island, what pain and 
misery they undergo on their long journey — what 
sufferings they entail on their starving families at 
home 7 How many of them actually perish on the 
journey ? If he does, I should think the income he 
derives from such a source cannot afford him much 
gntification. 
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In taking leave of my friends at Enniskillen, I 
■was fuUy aware of the change for the worse I should 
have to encouater after leaving hehind me the pro- 
vince of Ulster — aprovincetowhich.ImaywithgresLt 
truth declare, I know not that country in Europe^ 
excepting England, that deserves to be accounted, 
taking it all in all, as superior. In the little in- 
tercourse I have had with its inhabitants, I met 
with nothing but urbanity, civility, and kindness, 
from the highest to the lowest. The peasantry are, 
for the most part, decent in their clothing and well- 
behaved; the females particularly so. I neither 
heard of, nor witnessed, any riots or disturbances, 
except that unfortunate out-break of the moment at 
Belfast, a few weeks before my arrival. The objects 
of distress that occurred on the road were scarcely 
more numerous than would be met with in travel- 
ling the same distance in England ; but I am bound 
to say, that many of them were far more deplorable 
cases than ever came under my observation in any 
other country through which I have travelled. 

It is true the same degree of neatness and clean- 
liness, either within or without, did not prevfdl in 
the cottages, which it is the pride of our English 
housewives to display ; nor were their gardens, 
where any, kept in that neat order as with our pea- 
santry. The land occupied by the more consider- 
able farmers was not in that high state of cultivation 
to which, by skill and industry, and, above all, by 
capital, it is brought in every part of England, where 
the price of labour b nearly double of what it is in 
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Ireland ; but the low price of provisions in the latter, 
as compared with those in the former, may be nearly 
in the same proportion; besides, an Irish labourer 
will not (I believe it may be said cannot) do more 
than half the work of an English labourer in the 
same time. The want of trees and quickset hedges 
to mark the divisions of property, and the several 
enclosures of estates, and the substitution of rude 
stone walls, or clay and sod ditches, are no doubt 
unsightly to an English eye ; but plantations are 
in progress in many places, and another gene- 
ration will witness a great change in the appear- 
ance of the country, and in the state of its agricul- 
ture. 

It is quite obvious that a general desire prevails, 
on the part of parents, to obt^n for their children 
the inestimable benefit of education, and schools 
are met with in every village, even by the road-side 
frequently, where a few scattered cottages only are 
to be seen; but it was stated that the portion of 
learning acquired amounted to very little. I did 
not understand that in this province there was 
much interference or disputation between the Pro- 
testant clergy and Catholic priests, as to the books 
that should or should not be read in the schools; 
and that, in some, the Protestant clergymen con- 
sented to waive the use of the Bible for the sake of 
conciliation, — in consequence of which the children 
of Protestant and Catholic parents were allowed 
to mix kindly together; but it was also stated that 
this concession had in some instances been abused. 



db.,Goog[c 



Letter VIII.] ENNISKILLEN AND LOUGH ERNE. 145 

The poorest cottier or day labourer was equally 
desirous that his children should be instructed to 
read, but he could ill spare hia sons and daughters 
from assisting him to weed, to plant, and to dig 
his potatoe-ground ; or to look after his cow and 
his pig, when he was fortunate enough to possess 
them, which is, I believe, with few exceptions, the 
case in this province. 

But the linen manufactory is the great source of 
employment in Ulster. The cultivation of the flax; 
the pulling, beating, stripping the fibres from the 
stems; steeping, heckling, combing, spinning, and, 
lastly, weaving, afford labour for every branch of a 
poor man's family, old and young, male and female. 
If we regard the population of Ulster, we shall find 
that ivith a smaller territory than two of the other 
three provinces, it exceeds them all in numbers, and 
very greatly that of Connaught 

Population. Acrei. 

In 1831 Ulster had 2,286,622 4,041,627 
„ Munster 2,227,152 5,210,472 
„ Leinster 1,909,713 4,270,213 
„ Connaught 1,343,914 3,660,451 
From whence it may be concluded that it b more a 
manufacturing province than the others. Happy, 
indeed, would it have been for Ireland if the hu- 
mane plan settled by James I., and confirmed by 
William III., had been extended to the other three 
provinces. A brief abstract, drawn by Hume from 
the work of Sir John Davies, will show the beneficial 
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effects in Ulater. The whole province of Ulster 
having fallen in to the crown by the attainder of 
rebels, a company waa established in London for 
planting new colonies in that fertile country. The 
property was divided into moderate shares, the 
largest not exceeding 2000 acres. Tenants were 
brought over from England and Scotland, — the 
Irish were removed from hills and fastnesses, aad 
settled in the open country, — husbandry fuid the 
arts were taught them, — a fixed habitation secured, 
—plunder and robbery punished, — and by these 
means Ulster, from being the most wild and disor- 
derly province of all Ireland, soon became the beat 
cultivated and the most civilized. 

Such were the acts by which James introduced 
humanity and justice amongst a people who had 
ever been buried in the most profound barbarism. 
Such were the measures of a monarch, of whom his 
panegyrist has said, somewhat equivocally, that " all 
his qualities were sullied by weakness and embel- 
lished by humanity." 

But the subsequent troubles of England — the trea- 
sons, the plots, and conspiracies which were hatched 
in Ireland — the succession of a weak, misguided, 
and traitorous monarch, had reduced Ireland nearly 
to its pristine state of barbarism, when, fortunately 
for both countries, the Prince of Orange landed in 
England. At this period (in 1689) Popery held 
the complete ascendant in Ireland. All vacancies 
in the public schools were supplied with Popish 



:,q,t,=cdbvGoOg[c 



Leiler VIII.] EKUIskilletj and louoh erne. 147 

teacher?. The allowance to the Univeraity of Dub- 
lin was cut off. The Vice-Provost, Fellows, and 
scholars were expelled ; the ^miture, plate, and 
public library were seized. The king's officers con- 
verted the college into a garrison, the chapel into 
a magazine, and the apartments into prisons. A 
Popish priest was appointed Provost, another made 
keeper of the library, and the whole foundation 
changed into a Catholic seminary. 

Luttrel, the governor of DubUn, pubh^ed an 
ordinance by beat of drum, requiring the farmers 
to bring in their corn for hi» Majesty s horses within 
a certtun day, otherwise he wovld order tkera to be 
hanged before their own doort. Many other enor- 
mities were ordered and committed, and had not 
Wilhuu III. subdued the priest-ridden king and 
his French allies, and put an end to the rebellion 
by the battle of the Boyne, the total estii^ation of 
the Protestants must inevitably have followed. Can 
it, then, be matter of wonder — ought it to be cod- 
sidered as criminal, — that the grateful Protestants 
should keep alive, and hail the festival of the glori- 
ous memory of William III., who rescued their lives 
and property from certain destruction ? Let them 
only enjoy the anniversary of their deliverance with 
moderation^ and lay aside thoee ostentatious dis- 
plays which are calculated only to rouse the angry> 
passions of two-thirds of the population, and all 
reasonable men will applaud, rather than condemn, 
the observance of it. 

H 2 
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!— Tho Carter— Ca«tlebar—Weatpoit. 



ff'ettporl, \3th Stpttntber, 1S35. 

Ok the morning of the 10th I left Enniskillen for 
Sligo in a public car, wliich I had all to myaelf. 
The wind had blown a hurricane during the night, 
and much min had fallen. The weather was some- 
what improved when I stepped into the car, and I 
flattered myself that the day would yet prove favour- 
able for the journey ; but I had not proceeded far 
when it became pretty evident that I had a rough 
day's work before me, as the clouds seemed to be 
gathering in all directions — the wind increased, and 
soon blew a hurricane — and the r; ' 
torrenta. I may truly say— 
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It was, in fact, a regular south'Wester, blowing with 
all its fury across the Atlantic. The poor horse 
harnessed to the car could scarcely be prevailed 
upon to "keep his head to wind," as a sailor would 
say, and ever and anon backed into the gutter on 
the road-side. 

I had often anticipated, but I had now the full 
experience of, the misery of an Irish car in a storm ; 
and I can, without hesitation, pronounce it to bo 
the most wretched of all possible modes of convey 
ance; I certainly never was before so exposed to 
such drenching rain : M'Intosh's cloak, and the 
water-proof boots, which I purchased last year at 
Tronyem, totally gave way to the merciless storm 
with which I was so piteously pelted. I thought of 
my naval friends on the Lake of Enniskillen, upon 
which I had heard them say the rain comes from 
the Atlantic through the Bay of Donegal as through 
a funnel *. The wind was so violent, that we were 

* On my &rthec progteu to the soathwanl, I leceived the copy 
of a letter, written by Beechey to hia brother, of whiirh the follow- 
ing ii ma eilriict ! — 

"Engtt — Hari-and-fatt, Imiafnng on a Ut thore off 
Hoe libtsd (Lough Enie), 1 [Ih Sepl. 1B3J. 
" Here ire are with all oui trapa packed op, ready to fling thera 
and ouraelven aahoie m aoan aa the gpet to pieces, which, if the 
weather geti worse, we may look out for in a ihort time. Thank 
God, ihe ii deTiUsh ktioDg and can ktand a good deal — but oak 
limlKen cannot stand a long hammering on hard locks. In thn 
itate we faare been for the lait twenty-foui hunn, and ue getting 
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several times obliged to take shelter under the lee 
of the cottages by the road-side, and once under 

a little cool ami accmtomed to it, as you may tee b; my Bitting 
down by vay of diverting my tbouglita in writing to you, foi I be- 
lieve there ia no dangei of loBing out livea. Wolfe U VMy 
anxioui about the work nod the initrnmenti of eoone, And Ikeyaie 
all in leadinssa for the first chance. We came on abote, dragging 
two ancbora at two o'clock yetterday aftemoon, blowing a perfect 
bunieane, the Buiface of the water beii^ earned up like smoke. 
Tbe rain enne down in tonenta, and, w«t thnmgb, we were ob- 
liged to nit np all nig^t. Tbe old craft jmnpa about ao I can 
write no longer. I am afraid you'll never get tbia. 

" S F. H. Thank God, we are all tight I Upon my soul I never 
saw buch a Tariable climate aa thia! We bad just parted with 
Jobn BaiTow at Ely Lodge yeaterday in the most delightOil 
weather imaginatde, after which we made all aail foi this place, 
being at the same time ahnost calm. We bad about eight miles . 
to go. On our paasage we remarked a very unusual murmuring, 
rumbling sort of noise, in the direction of a range of mountains 
c^td the PooWfooka, rimilor to that of a waterfall, which none 
of the boatmen cwild accooat for — the weather bacame darker 
•nd dadcei with run — tbe wind abifled to the S.E. (opposite 
direction &om tbe sound) and freabened very much. It was now 
quite dark, and we could scarcely discern where we were running 
fbr, and not a little ajijioua, for we had to pass some very nasty 
rocka,with which, this lake abounds. However, I went to tbe mast- 
bead, and by keeping a bright look-out, we succeeded in getting' to 
an anchor, where we laid snug £n the night. The next morning 
(yesterday) aboat twelve o'clock tlie wind fiesbened up to a 
perfect hoiricane (having shifted in tbe night to N.W. off the 
moantaiiia.) The apoondiift, or, in fact, the whole nrface of the 
water, was carried right upin tbe ai^.aud we cauid, litaa^, 
hardly show ourtslves above the deck. We had. two anchon 
>iiDwn(our all), masts and yards down, Ac, as snug aa w« could 
im^e bar, but all in vain. Away ahe went, ahniilitaAig hti «b- 
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that of a peat'St&ck, standing upon an exteoBive 
bog, out of which it had bean dug, and acroas 
which the Toad was carried; and I remarked, in 
passing over it, that the ground had an undulatmg 
motion by no means unpleasant. On entering any 
of the cottages to take shelter, at times when the 
wind and nun was so bad as to render it difficult to 
get the poor animal onwards, the general remarit 
was, " Dear, dear, what a day to be out in !" 

As far as I could see, which it must be admitted 
was no great distance, the first part of the drive, 
passing between Loughs Nitty and Macnean, and 
not far from the planted and cultivated grounds 
of Florence Court, would have afforded a pleasant 
prospect in fine weather; but the remainder of the 
journey, excepting, perhaps, near the little town of 
Manor Hamilton, of which I could see nothing, 
would have possessed little interest, however fine 
the weather might have been; bogs and peat-stacks 
and wretched cabins being the prominent, if not the 
only, objects for the eye to rest upon. 

Into one of these cabins the rain was pouring 
through the thatch, increasing the puddles on tlu 
earthen fioor. Near the embeis of the turf fire, 

chon, as ir we had iiaiw — we could not lun for it, foe we were 
Und-hxkBd. In thii ittte we puked op all the iutrament*, 
chart*, ftc, and ontjr looked out for aaniii; thoin. Wa •cwn 
nached the iboie, but by puHiug OTet nreral ipari, and with the 
cable* ahead, wa managed to keep her head to the afla. In thia 
•tata abe lemaiDed all night, tilt four o'eloek to-da)', when, ai I 
kar* tDUjmt, wa iatUilj^ b« off." 
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the only dry spot, the inmates were seated on the 
ground) and among them a very old woman, who 
they said was ninety-five years of age : the only 
word or wish she uttered was for a piece of tobacco 
to make her comfortable, of which I regretted ex- 
tremely I had none in my possession. She was tiie 
mother of a middle-aged woman, whose husband 
rented the cottage. Miserable as was the abode, 
they all appeared quite happy and contented, if 
cheerfulness be any indication of contentment. The 
rafters supporting the roof, and stretching from 
side to side, are in these cottages invariably black 
and glossy, presenting an appearance as if they 
were tarred over; an effect produced by the smoke 
of the turf, which generally fills the apartment, 
forcing its way slowly through every part of the 
thatched roof, — the small round hole at the end of 
the roof, over the fire, and intended to serve as a 
chimney, being totally insufficient to carry it off. 

I was simple enough to ask whether the rafters 
had not been smeared with tar. One of the women 
answered me by saying, "Ah, Sir! it isu't often 
your honour has been used' to be in a cabin." 
After this I found by their looks that I was no 
longer considered to be a Milesian, but a Saxon, 
and was surveyed from head to foot; and then the 
good simple folks seemed to wonder where I had 
come from, and whither I could be going in such 
miserable weather. There was here neither chair 
nor stool ; but some of the cottages I entered could 
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boast of a solitary low wooden cluur of rude con- 
struction; and whenever this was the case, as if 
proud of their furniture, I was earnestly entreated 
to make use of it. 

Though the weather was finiij it happened to be 
a (air-day at Enniskillen, and the road in the early 
part of the journey was thronged with people tnidg* 
ing towards the town. We met several droves of 
honied cattle, a great number of horses, a few sheep, 
and a fmr proportion of pigs. Each animal of the 
latter species seemed to have his own peculiar pro- 
prietor, — his own driver at least — who walked 
steadily after him, holding in his hand a twist of 
straw or hay-band tied to one of the hinder legs of 
the animal, which he twitched every now and then 
as occasion required. The red-kirtled damsels were 
hurrying on, with their lower clothing tucked up, 
most of them wrapped in large cloaks; they did 
not appear to have any goods for the market, with 
the exception of one young maiden, whom I ob- 
served to be nursing a duck under her arm, tied up 
in a smart-coloured handkerchief, with as much 
care and anxiety as if it had been a new-born babe. 

The bad weather did not seem in the smallest 
degree to ruffle the temper of my driver, who was 
good humoured throughout the whole way, and had 
something to say to every one we passed; and some 
of bis private remarks, which were uttered in Irish, 
to me an unknown tongue, seemed to excite great 
merriment. To one party of damsels, who were 
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walking through the puddl«s bu«-footed, my lo- 
quacioufi companioD eoclaimed with no small touch 
of the brogue, " Good moming, ^rle, good morn- 
ing ! Why haven't ye got your ahoee (Ht this fine 
monung?" "Becase we hadn't your advice in 
timie," retorted a pretty-faced, bashful-looking 
damsel, which, for an oET-haod answer, was smart 
snougb. 

In this journey I had to pyss through portions of 
.(bur counties — Fermanagh, Cavan, Leitrim, and 
Sligo. Of the town of Sligo, where I did not stop, 
eciept to laave the car and get into a coach which 
was about to start for Boyle, I can give no account. 
Being tborou^y wet, I concluded that by con- 
tinuing my journey I could not be in a more 
wretohed plight I saw nothing except that it was 
situated in a low flat valley, a position that ap- 
peared to me to be favourable to agues. Indeed 
I was told that, at this very time, the typhus fever 
was raging in the townj and that whenever an 
epidemic visits Iroland, Sligo is almost sure to be 
the first to sustain the attack. The cholera is said 
to have made sad havock when this dreadful scourge 
made ks way into Sligo. With these drawbacks, 
however, it is a large and improving town, as will 
'app«ar from the extraordinary increase of popula- 
tion in the course of ten years, from 1821 to 1831. 
In Ihe fonner the Parliamentary Returns give only 
9,283; in the latter, 15,152; increase 5,869, or 63 
percent on 9,283, in that intervaL It is the chiaf 
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market for export iiiomtbe counties of Lettrimand 
Kifo. The houses in the main street appear to 
be good, many of them built of stone, and roo^ 
vith slates. 

There are two show places close to Sligo, called 
Hazlewood and Holywell, which from all accounts 
sre very beautiful ; atid I am told diat Lough Gill, 
on the borders of which they are situated, is per- 
haps one of the prettiest little lakes in all IreUnd. 
This made me the more regret that the weadwr 
and want of time would not allow of my vistiog 
them. 

I found the road from Sligo to Boyle, in the 
county of Roscommon, excellent, notwithstanding 
t^ quantity of rain that had fallen, and I knew 
of none that M'Adam has made in England to 
Mirpass it. Indeed all the great roads in Ireland, 
«r nearly so, are as good as good materials, well 
broken, can make them; and here I may nuntion 
what I was told to be the fact, — that the late inge- 
nious Mr. Edgewordi contrived the iron ring for 
measuring the size of the stones when broken, 
iwith which to cover the roods, many years before 
M'Adam came forward with his plan, for which, if 
1 reoollect rightly. Parliament voted him two thou- 
sand pounds. But though the road was good, the 
country was not of an interesting character. Per- 
haps, however, the ctmtinued dirty weather had 
nndered me unfit to receive a favourable impres- 
sion of surrounding objects. At a little distance 
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from Sligo the road lies along the banks of th6 
river Arrow, which flows in a north-weat or contrary 
direction to that in which I was proceeding, out of 
a small lake of the same name, and empties itself 
into the sea at Ballisadere, near which there iA a 
fine waterfall, or rather cascade, over a succession 
of limestone ledges. The approach to Boyle, aftet 
crossing the Curlew mountains, affords a pleasing 
prospect. This ridge of mountains may be said to 
divide the northern from the southern waters ; thos6 
from its southern tade flowing into Lough Key, 
make that lough, in fact, one of the sources of the 
magnificent Shannon; its defluent stream uniting 
with that branch of the latter at Carrick which flows 
out of Lough Allen. The town of Boyle is situated 
on the bcuiks of the Lung, a small stream which, 
passing through Lough Gara, falls into Lou^ Key. 
On the banks of this latter lake is Rockingham-' 
house, the noble mansion of Lord Lorton. 

The approach to Boyle is very pretty: the town 
itself stands on a slight eminence surrounded with 
trees, and the old mined abbey, close to it, forms a 
picturesque object, particularly when seen from 
the bridge. The ivy-mantled walls, the old tower 
broken down to half its original height, and the tall 
trees within and without the ruin, compose a group 
highly deserving the pencil of the artist ; and, in 
my opinion, a view taken from or near the bridge 
would make a splendid picture, llie tovra of Boyle 
is small but neat, the streets cleaner than usual. 
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but this may be owing to the drenching they got 
the day before. I found the inn, the only one, I 
believe, in the town, very comfortable. 

Having seen all that this little town afforded, I 
procured a car to visit Lord Lorton's beautiful 
estate about four or five miles off, and found myself 
amply repaid for the journey. In the park stands a 
solid, well-built mansion of limestone, of so fine in 
texture as to have been called marble, on an emi- 
nence from which a verdant lawn slopes down 
to the shore of the beautiful lake Key, studded 
with numerous wooded islands, on one of which 
is a small castle, so placed as to form a pretty 
object from the house. The grounds are weU 
wooded, laid out in good style, and appear to be 
kept in high order. I saw nothing remarkable is 
the interior of the mansion, except that the apart- 
ments are spacious. They told me in the town that 
Lord Lorton is considered a kind and indulgent 
landlord, who lets his land on fair and equitable 
terms, and was never known to drive for rent, nor 
to eject, but will give a tenant fair notice to quit i^ 
after a reasonable time, he is unable or unwiUing 
to pay his rent 

Finding that there was nothing to detain me at 
Boyle, after seeing the old abbey and Lord Lof- 
ton's seat, I made my arrangements for proceeding 
to Westport, through Castlebar, which lies nearly in 
a western direction. I now learnt that, in order to 
perform this, it would be necessary for me to return 
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nearly as fitr beck as Sligo, about twenty miles, and 
from thence to proceed by a circuitous route through 
Ballina, which, if I had had time at my dispoeal, 
wotdd have been all well enough; but having nei- 
ther the time dot indination toTetrace my steps, 
and being besides derarous of going off the beaten 
track, and especially through the county of Mayo, 
(respecting which I had peocured some memoranda 
of what occurred in the fomine of 1831.) I at once 
made up my mind that I would work my way 
straight through the country to Castlebar. I was 
strongly recommended not to make the attempt, as 
the chances were greatly gainst my succeeding, the 
route being one rarely, if ever, travelled; that in all 
probability I should find no conveyance, and be 
forced, after all, to return to Boyle. Unpromising as 
all this was, I had made up my mind about it, and 
that was quite enough to induce me to turn a deaf 
ear to all that was s^d. Accordinglyacarwasforth- 
with ordered to be got ready, and I was en route, 
bag and baggage, lor Ballaghaderreen, a name, you 
must admit, enough of itself to frighten a man of 
weak nerves. 

Ballaghaderreen is the end of the first stage, and 
our road to it was by French Park, so called, I be- 
lieve, after the family to whom the property belongs. 
I saw little or no cultivation, and the cabins I p^aed 
were for the most part wretched mud hovels, many 
of them worse than I had yet seen either in Donegal 
or Fermanagh. 
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Common tort of Mayo Mud-Cabin. 

The wliole country wore a sad appearance of 
poverty; and yet, oQ driving into the above-men- 
tioned little village with a long name, I was much 
surprised to find the street full of people attending 
the fair, all well dressed, the men, generally, i 
light gray-coloured coats of home-manufactured 
frize, with large metal buttons; and the women 
wearing large cloth cloaks with hoods covering the 
head, some of which were thrown back, and dis- 
played a clean, tidy-looking muslin cap. 

On the way hither we overtook a numerous party 
attending a funeral: in the procession were two 
carts, in one of which was the coffin, and in the 
other a woman and two sheep. Between them were 
a party of men and women walking two or three 
abreast, and there were also a few pedestrians in 
front of all; and the rear was brought up by a 
large party of men on horseback, carrying in their 
hands small twigs of green willow. These latter 
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quite blocked up the road. My man was for driving 
past them, hut finding that be could not keep bia 
horse quite clear whilst lolling in his Beat, I made him 
dismount and lead the animal. This, I have since 
learnt, was little short of an insult, and that I might 
think myself lucky not U> have got into a scrape 
by it ; the usual custom being to follow a funeral 
for a short distance, and to turn round on meet- 
ing one; which I suppose may account for the pre- 
sence of the woman and her two sheep in the pro* 
cession. 

I drove up to the inn, which was neither more nor 
less than what in England we should call a hedge* 
alehouse ; and I bad to pass my way through the 
tap or bar, which was well crowded with people, in 
order to get upstairs into a little sort of parlour. 
It was a very miserable place, and feeling sure that 
I could not fare worse by proceeding farther, and 
might perhaps better my condition, I resolved to 
push on, if possible, and sleep at the next little vil- 
l^e in my route, called by the more easy but not 
more elegant name — Swineford. 

I now found the truth of what I had heard at 
Boyle, — the difficulty which I should experience 
in getting a conveyance. At first I was positively 
told that they had no means of forwarding me 
on i but after a long conversation, in which I leamt 
that a few days previously " Mr. Brady had lost a 
valuable horse which had fallen down on tlie road, 
hut still had a pony at disposal," I expressed a 
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desire to become acqucunted with the said Mr, Brady. 
He proved to be the landlord, a short, stout, ruddy- 
faced, busy-looking body, whom I found stuck up 
in a sort of sentry-box in the middle of the market- 
place, surrounded by a number of people, all appa-^ 
rently eager in the sale or exchange of their various 
produce, over which he appeared to have some con- 
trol, perhaps as clerk of the market; though I 
rather think, from what I saw farther on, that he 
was an auctioneer. 

On his return home I prevailed upon him to lend 
me a small gig, or pony-chaise, not without some 
difficulty, as I was encumbered with a portmanteau 
and carpet bag, which the good folks were unani- 
mously of opinion could not be stowed in the small 
gig. However, I was positive, and of course ad- 
mitted no difficulty. The gig was brought round 
to the door, the baggage stowed, in I jumped, and 
after receiving some monitory advice from Mr. 
Brady, " not to be out late at night," to wy great 
satisfaction off we drove, — a little cramped for 
want of room, it must be admitted. 

The country we now passed through was wretched 
in the extreme, and the land Iwre a very stony and 
barren appearance, except where we came upon an 
enormous extent of black bc^, whereon was not a 
blade of grass or any living thing, animal or vege- 
table, for the eye to rest upon. This bog was infi- 
nitely the largest I had hitherto seen. The cabins, 
which were wretched-looking hoVels, were generally 
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built of stones looeely heaped blether, without 
mortar, or even clay. You must not suppose they 
were either Cyclopean, Pelasgic, or Etrurian, though, 
like the latter, they were polygonal, hut composed 
of such polygons as nature or accident had made. 



Wor>t lort ot Uajo Stoue-Cibin. 

Some of the inclosures of the fields were of the same 
construction, which is of so convenient a fabric, as 
to render any kind of gate unnecessary, an article 
of rare occurrence in Ireland. If a cow or a cart 
is to be driven in or out, it is only by pushing down 
a gap in the wall, and piling up ^ stones again in 
any foshion. Altogether, this part of the country 
presented a ULora general appearance of poverty 
than I had hitherto met with ; and the turf dykes, 
clay ditches, and stone walls, did not contribute to 
improve a view, which in itself was sombre and me- 
lancholy in the extreme. 

it was late in the aftenioon when I left Ballagh- 
aderroen, and I had raason to think we thinild not 
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naoh Swineford before it was dark ; and this opi- 
nion was corroborated by the driver observing that 
"he would not return to Ballaghaderreen that night 
for a good deaL" I remariied, also, that the friends 
he met on the road, apparently retuming from their 
work, asked him, one and all, " how far he was 
going, and whether he meant to return that night?" 
which, to say the least of it, looked as if Mr. Brady 
had some reason for his advice, " not to be out late 
at night." The fellow too, by way of comforting 
me, was kind enough to point out a spot, in a very 
dreary part of the road, where a poor man was not 
long before murdered. 

The only place I saw that looked like a geatle- 
mso'a abode was between Ballaghaderreen and 
Swineford, which I was told b^onged to Mr. Phil- 
lips : it was situated in the midst of a bog, well 
covered on every side with thriving plantations, but 
all axound it presented to the view as miserable an 
aspect as can well be conceived. My driver told 
me that game was abundant ; it is to be hoped so, 
as I can imagine no other attraction in so dreary a 
spot For my own part, I would as soon live upon 
ooe of the desert fields of lava in Iceland, as on an 
Irish bog. The only relief to the dreary appear- 
onee of so much heath and bog is that afforded by 
the distant mountain, but these were not remaik' 
able, Bor, indeed, near enough, to create any -interot^ 
except two to the westward, naring their summits 
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above the horizon, which I knew to he the cones of 
Nephin tmd Croagh Patrick. 

It was just dusk when we reached Swineford, and 
I was driven to a grocer's shop, which answered the 
purpose of an inn, though I afterwards discovered 
that there was another house in the village that had 
more pretensions to that character. I was glad to get 
housed anywhere, and was shown into a good-sized, 
comfortless room, with three or four wooden-bot- 
tomed kitchen chairs, and a substantial table to 
match. The floor had no carpet, and the walls 
were plaistered, around which were hung some 
gaily-cotoured portraits of men and women, but such 
daubs as might have been the work of children. 
Out of this apartment was another smaller one, 
which answered the purpose of a bedroom. 

Immediately after partaking of a dinner, such 
as my good landlady, who was a civil little body, 
was able to provide, I requested to be favoured 
with a few minutes conversation with her, in order 
to see what arrangements could possibly be made 
for my proceeding on the morrow to Castlebar. 
Accordingly she entered the apartment, a short, 
sturdy, high-coroplexioned, little woman, whom, 
had she been at Ballaghaderreen, I should have 
at once set down as the wife of Mr. Brady. She 
very plainly told me that the only way she could 
see of my reaching Castlebar (distant about four- 
teen miles) was to proceed in the mail-car, which 
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would leave at an early hour in the morning for 
Ballina. I had heard of this being a sort of 
fashionable watering-place, and a very thriving 
mercantile town, situated in a north-west direc- 
tion; and from thence she said I should have no 
difficulty in finding a conveyance by coach to 
Castlebar, but it would make a circuit not far short 
of forty miles- This, of course, would not suit the 
plans of one so limited for time, howe\-er desirable 
it might otherwise have been to see Ballina. The 
good lady endeavoured to console me by observing 
that if I travelled with the mml, I was then a sort 
of recognised individual, but if I travelled all alone 
in a car, in so unfrequented a part, and the car 
should happen to break down, as they sometimes 
do, I noight bo placed in a " mighty awkward situa- 
tion :" all of which I felt to be true — but neverthe- 
less pleaded the absolute necessity of my getting 
into Castlebar on the following day; and after 
strongly ui^ing my good hostess to exert herself to 
the utmost to procure a conveyance, I retired to rest. 
Early next day 1 again inquired, with no little 
anxiety, what success attended me, and was duly 
informed that a car could be procured, but no horse. 

" A hnrte, » horM ! my kingdom for k bone I " 
quoth I to myself — but, alas ! my prospects seemed 
little better than King Richard's. However, as a 
last eSbrt, I begged that it might be made known, 
without loss of time, throughout the village of 
Swineford, that a gentleman desirous of proceeding 
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on important bu^ness to Casdebar, would pay no 
less a sum than 10s. for the hire of a horse. This 
I thought would be an irresistible appeal, and so it 
fortunately proved ; for just as I was making up my 
mind to step into His Majesty's mail-car, the driver 
of which being only the bearer of despatches, conde- 
scended to wait about half an hour on the chance of 
picking up a passenger for Ballina, it was announced 
that a horse had been procured. A car, I had 
been told, was in the house, which made all smooth, 
and I congratulated myself on the idea that I 
should travel the last stage in state ; for, let me tell 
you, that a gentleman travelling in a jauntdng-car 
alone is an object of general admiration and respect. 
The car was announced to be ready, the baggage 
put on, and, having settled my bill, out I went, re- 
joicing at my good fortune ; but picture to yourself 
my horror, on seeing my portmanteau perched on 
the bottom, not of a car but a cart, with two tall 
wheels, — without sides and without ends. The mail 
was gone, and I saw that there was nothing left 
for me but to proceed in this extraordinary convey- 
ance. My portmanteau served for a seat, but so 
low a one, that my knees came in close contact with 
my chin, and being besides rather full and round, 
it was very unsteady, and I found that it was as 
much as I could do to balance myself to prevent 
tumbling backwards on any sudden jerk, of which 
there were not a few in the course of the journey: 
the horse's tail, too, came in such close contact with 
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the vehicle as to prore an unwelcome visiter. The 
driver took his seat uponthe^iaft:— but I must give 
you a sketch of a Swineford car, for no description 
of mine cau convey a correct idea of it 

When all soemed ready I mounted the cart, with 
a feeling that I looked very much like one of those 
gentry who formerly used to take a morning's drive 
to Tyburn in some such vehicle, though I was not 
like' them, " loth to depart" But the landlady, who 
I have already hinted dealt largely in groceries, 
having numerous commissions to be performed in 
Castlebar, called the driver into the shop to give 
her directions, in which she seemed to be so much 
interested, aa entirely to forget all about me. At 
last we got under way, and there I sat 

" Aloft in Bwfnl stste," 
to the evident amazement of a gentleman who hap- 
pened to be at Swineford, at the inn hard by, col- 
lecting his rents. 

The country I had uow to pass over began to put 
on a more favourable aspect ; the cabins were deci- 
dedly of a better description ; the land was mostly 
under cultivation, but in some parts — indeed gene- 
rally speaking — appeared very poor. We travelled 
on slowly and steadily at the rate of three or four 
miles an hour; and I beguiled the time by con- 
versing familiarly with my driver, who 1 found had 
seen something of the world, and had been more 
than once as far as London in the capacity of a pig- 
driver. He told me that forty pigs was the moat he 
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had at one time escorted, but that he once chaperoned 
only twenty, which just paid his expenses, but did 
not leave him much profit. Forty, he s!ud, paid 
handsomely. Thus we jogged on; and you may 
well imagine the joy I felt on first obtaining a view 
of Castlebar, which is seen on this road at some 
distance. It happened to be market-day, and we 
overtook a great number of parties hurrying into 
the town. The driver met with an acquaintance on 
the road, who, with -my permission, was accommo- 
dated to a seat in the cart On approaching the 
town, the pig-driver and his friend dismounted, and 
of course I followed the example, not only to relieve 
the poor horse, who seemed to be little used to per- 
form 30 long a journey, but also to escape from the 
foolish figure I was conscious of cutting on such a 
vehicle, by being dragged up the long street which 
runs through the heart of the town, and which was 
literally crowded from one end to the other. The 
pig- merchant's friend, however, hinted to me, that 
it would gratify the poor fellow very much to have 
the honour of driving me in his car through the 
town, which would give him some importance in the 
eyes of his countrymen. Of course there was no 
withstanding this, and I for once consented to sit in 
state and be gazed at, wrapped up in my cloak, for 
it was, as usual, a showery day, and looking for all 
the world like a wounded soldier in a baggage-cart. 
I proceeded about halfway up the crowded street, 
through which we had to force our passage, and then, 
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without saying one word, scrambled out, and walked 
the remainder of the distance to the inn, which is 
situated at the top of the street. Having finished 
my luncheon, and taken an aSectiooate farewell of 
the pig-driver, I found a coach just preparing to 
start for Westport, on which I secured a place. 

Caatlebar is a pretty town of one street, which 
runs up the gently-sloping side of a hill, with 
narrow cross streets on each side ; the houses good,' 
and evidently inhabited by a*i«spectable class of 
merchants and shopkeepers. Being the capital of 
Mayo, the quaiter-sessioDS are held at this place. 
There is a church in a recess called the Square, 
though it has no pretensions to that name. It is an 
improving town ; the population in 1821 was 5404; 
in 1831 it was 6373. There is a linen-hall at Cas- 
tlebar, but it was swd there was " nothing doing" 
at this time! Just outside the town, on the road to 
Westport, stands a very handsome jail, the finest 
building of the sort I have hitherto seen in Ireland. 
The town seemed, as is usually the case, to abound 
with be^ars, who surround every carriage of any 
description that drives into it, imploring charity 
with great importunity, but taking a refusal with 
much good humour. Provisions appeared to be 
very oheap at Caatlebar. I saw two fowls (alive) 
sold for fivepence— one, to be sure, looked more 
dead than ahve, but the other was a fine bird. 
Turkeys and geeoe sold in the market for t«npence ; 
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bread was twopence a pound, and potatoes one 
shilling a hundredweight 

The distance from Castlebar to Weatport is ahout 
ten miles, but we were a long time in going over the 
ground, as the coach was miserably horsed. The ap- 
proach to Westport is quite beautiful ; the view of 
the town, which suddenly bursts upon the sight as 
the coach arrives at the summit of the last hill, is 
really enchanting — at least I thought it so, after tra'^ 
versingthe dreary flats of Mayo. The bold moun- 
tain of Croagb Patrick, with its conical summit half 
buried in a cloud, rising immediately above the.town, 
gives a striking effect to the landscape which, to- 
gether with the finely-wooded park of Lord Sligo, 
and the dark-blue waters of Clew Bay, with Clare 
Island rising boldly out of them, forms a picture 
equal to any I have seen in the Green Island. 

We drove up to the hotel kept by Mrs. Robin- 
son, where J Found myself comfortably lodged, «oA 
of vdiich I shall speak more in my next — Adira. 
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Aftbr my arrival at Weatport, the -first visit I made 
was to the poet-office, where I had the gratification 
to receive ail your lettersj and those oS introduction 
which accompanied them ; but I am afraid most of 
the latter will share the fate of those I carried with 
me from London, of wliiohl have thus far made little 
or no use. Much as I should wish to avail myself 
of the advantage which I am aware would he de- 
rived from frequent intercourse with Irish noblemen 
and gentlemen, whose kindness and hospitality to 
strangers are proverbial ; yet I know that the conse- 
quence of such indulgences would occasion a delay, 
that would entirely frustrate the plan end raceoution 
of a tour I have laid out, and which must be aocom- 
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pliahed within a certun time. I have already, on 
two or three occasions, lost time by deviating from 
my direct road, and not finding the gentlemen at 
home to whom I was the bearer of introductory 
letters. Pray, therefore, do not trouble yourself to 
procure or send me any more, having already in my 
possession a greater number' than I see the least 
prospect of delivering. 

One of your letters to me has, however, acciden- 
tally been the means of introducing me to a very 
valuable acquuntance. A 'gentleman, calling at 
the post-office for his letters, mistook the name of 
Barrow on the address for Browne and, breaking 
open the seal, found that it was not intended for 
him ; but, observing to the postmaster that he knew 
the person to whom it was addressed, or some of his 
family, he left with him a message, that he should 
be very happy to see me at Mount Browne, about 
two miles from Westport, when 1 should make my 
appearance there. I had made up my mind, how- 
ever, not to accept the invitation, for the reasons 
above stated. The next day (being Sunday) I 
attended church, where, on Mr. Browne being 
pointed out to me, I thought it right to introduce 
myself, and thank him for the civility of his kind 
invitation. He now again repeated it, and pressed 
me BO strongly to go and dine vrith him the follovring 
day, that I deemed it proper to accept. 

Accordingly I took a car to convey me to Mount 
Browne, and had a very pleasant tete-a-tete with 
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Mr. and Mrs. Browne, who were quite alone ; and 
I leave you to judge how interegting this visit must 
have been, to ni« at least, when I tell you that I 
did not get away till midnight 

I need not say how much valuahle information 
I obtained from a. person of Mr. Browne's intelli- 
gence and knowledge of the country. On mention- 
ing to him my intention to visit Connamara, he 
kindly gave me a letter of introduction to Mr. Mar- 
tin of BallynaMnch, whose father was generally 
known as ' Dick Martin of Galway,' — and also one 
to the Dean Mahon, the only two gentlemen pro- 
prietors between Ought«rarde and Ballynahinch. 

I told you in my last letter that I would give you 
s(Hue account of Mrs. Robinson's excellent hotel at 
Westport; and as it is altogether difierent from, and 
far superior to, any I have seen in Ireland, I need 
make no apology for speaking of it. What suites of 
apartments it may boast of for the accommodation of 
families, I know not ; but, from the great extent of the 
building, and from the excellent rooms for the recep- 
tion of single gentlemen, I have no doubt of its pos- 
sessing every required convenience. My apartment 
was of course the coffee-room, but it was as unli^ 
what these generally are as it is possible to conceive. 
It was, in all respects, well and handsomely furnished, 
and the walls hung round with a collection of good 
paintings, such as would be considered an onui- 
ment to any gentleman's drawing-room. There was, 
besides, a pianoforte in the room, and everything wore 
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the appearance of a private dwelling. I was in- 
formed that the family who reside in it have it rent 
free ; that it was built and furnished by Lord Sligo ; 
and that the only return he requires of them is, that 
the guests shall be treated with attention, and the 
charges be moderate ; and I must do them the justice 
to Bay, that I found the conditions fully acted up 
to in both respects. The attendance was good, and 
the " culinary department" in all its branches, as 
fat as my experience went, well conducted. 1 have 
no hesitation in pronouncing Mrs. Robinson's hotel at 
Westport, to be one, where the most fastidious could 
scarcely fail to be pleased, unless indeed he chanced 
to be of one of those unhappy dispositions which 
are never pleased at anything. 

The situation of the hotel is one not of its least 
^tractions : it is very near to the gates of Lord 
Sligo's park, the entrance to which is at the end of 
the main street ; and through the middle of this 
street flows a clear transparent stream of water, 
banked in on both sides by quays, on which are 
planted rovra of trees, bearing a close resemblance 
to a street in a Dutch town, with this exception how- 
ever, that the houses want the height and gable-ends, 
and the wails are white, instead of being red; the 
water, too, is in a very different state, being in rapid 
motion and beautifully clear, instead of that olive- 
grsen which marks a stagnant Dutch canal. 

My first ramble on the morning following my 
arrival was into Lord Sligo's domain; and, being 
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Sunday, I attended serrice in tile little cbiirch, the 
only Protestant one in the place, which stands m 
his lordship's grounds, situated in the midst of trees. 
Before the regular service hegan, the church was 
&U of children, receiving religious instruction under 
the superintendence of the clergyman, who ap- 
peared to be very zealous in the performance of this 
duty. The service is, of course, or rather ought to 
be, the same as outs ; but this is not always the case ; 
and I observed that here the congregation neither 
stand up nor sit down, according to the directions 
of the Rubric ; but, what is of much more import- 
ance, some of those extempore preachers, who are 
generally called Evangelical, make no ceremony in 
omitting such passages in the service as may not 
suit their taste, — a flagrant instance of which is 
mentioned by the right-minded and intelligent 
author of the " Angler in Ireland," where the very 
clergyman who read the service in the cathedral 
church of Tuam, in presence of the venerable Arch- 
bishop, " totally omitted the prayers for the Lord 
Lieutenant, for the Parliament, and for the QueeQ; 
and also wouhl not call his Majesty religious and 
gracious ;" and he adds an opinion, to which I fully 
subscribe, " thus to mutilate the appointed. Liturgy 
of the Church, of which he was a public minister, 
in the presence of his diocesan was, I thought, an 
pea trap fori." 

In the church of Westport a collection was made 
before the sermon, as usual, for the poor, and not 
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at the door, as with us. I hope you will not think 
. that I am treating the subject with levity, when I 
, describe to you the tray, in which the money is ge- 
nerally collected throughout the churches, as bearing 
a close resemblance to a warming-pan, thrust into 
the pew^the readiest mode, I admit, that could be 
adopted, though it looks odd to a stranger. 

The sermoD here was delivered, as I believe it 
mostly is in Ireland, extempore; it was certainly 
very impressive, but not altogether such as I have 
been accustomed to, or such as, for my own part, I 
much admire. It is not that I object to it as being 
what is generally termed Evangelical, but because 
in this kind of preaching l^re always are and 
must be frequent repetitions, and sometimes what 
appear to be little short of contradictions. An ex- 
tempore discourse is always delivered with much 
energy and earnestness, and no doubt would have 
great weight upon the minds of the lower class in 
Ireland; but I don't believe that the very best of 
them, if printed as delivered, would read. On 
the present occasion I certainly could not but ad- 
mire the earnest sincerity and zeal of the clergy- 
man, who was a man highly respected and beloved 
in the neighbourhood. 

I had endeavoured in the morning to obtain an 
entrance into Lord Sligo's mansion, but was in- 
formed that no one was allowed to go over the 
house on Sundays. Upon the steps of the door 
stood a poor beggar in v^ry rags and tatters, such 
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as are rarely to be seen even in the lowest state 
of destitution in England ; but in Ireland, alas ! are 
common enough. One or two of these miserable 
objects may frequently be observed at the threshold 
of the stately mansions, waiting to receive the 
crumbs which fall from the rich man's table, or 
whatever the housekeeper may be charitably dis- 
posed to give them. 

The service being ended, the influence, of Mr. 
Browne gained me admittance to the house. Tha 
entrance-hall is spacious, and there was in it a very 
curious old Spanish gun, which had been picked up 
off the island called Innis-Bofin, situated at a short 
distance from the entrance to the Killery Harbour. 
Ithad undoubtedly belonged to one of the vessels of 
the Spanish Armada that were wrecked on different 
parts of the coast of Ireland, and some of them not 
far from the neighbouring shores of Connaught. A 
noble pair of antlers of the Cervua Megaceros, iha 
fossil deer of Ireland, decorated the hall: these 
antlers were said to have been found on the estate, 
but .are common enough in many parts of Ireland. 
. In one other nobleman's mansion (I think the Earl of 
EnniskiUen's) 1 saw a similar pair in the hall; but 
at Dublin, I find from a little pamphlet, there is an 
entire skeleton of this noble creature. There was 
little in the house to attract attention, and, as the 
femily were not resident, all was in disorder; but 
I was greatly pleased with the collection of paint- 
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!ngs which, though small, was valuable. Then 
was a portrait of Lord Howe, painted by Gains- 
borough, which is considered one of the best of that 
artist in the line of portraiture; and there were 
one or two other pictures by the same artist. I 
also observed one of Rabens, and two or throe 
of Canaletti, and <Aher specimens of celebrated 
painters. 

There are some noble trees in Lord Sligo's park, 
and much seems to have been done, by artificial 
means, to produce cascades and cataracts in the 
little river which flows through it, and opens out 
into a large piece of water or lake, which is &gam 
contracted at ^e further end next to the bay. It 
answers the double purpose of embellishing the 
grounds, and as a canal for the conveyance of shelly- 
sand, sea-weed, limestone gravel, and other articles 
for agricultural purposes, and for returning the 
produce of the estate to the shipping-place at the 
head of the Bay of Westport I am no great ad- 
mirer of these artificial waterworks, and would 
rather see the river flowing uninterruptedly through 
the grounds in its natural bed, than see it forced up 
so as to form a lake, or its level rtused by means of 
wooden dams and the insertion of troughs and 
water-spouts, to give it the appearance of a cascade. 
I understand Lord Sligo's farms are in a good state 
of cultivation, and the land productive. The late 
Lord was saiA to be a humane and liberal land- 
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lord ; he gave long leases at moderate rents, ^d the 
ramilt is obvious. 

I walked dtwn to the quay, about a mile from 
t^ town, and quite at the extremity of Lord Sligo'a 
grounds. It is a solid and well-finished piece 
of work, running out, like a jetty or pier, into the 
sea not less than a quarter of a mile in length. 
Vessels of two or three hundred tons are able to 
approach close to the quay, but none of a greater 
draught of water. The approach to the little inner 
harbour is difficult, on account of the multitude of 
rocks and islands which fill Clew Bay, and which I 
was more than once very gravely iafoimed- amounted 
exactly to three hundrod and sixty-Bve, that being 
apparently the usual noun of multitude when 
nothing distinct is known. I had here the pleasure 
of making an acquaintance widi C(q>tiun Siiallard, 
ohief (^cer of the Coast-guard 9Brvic& In taking 
a drive in his car to the foot of the Reek (as Croagh 
Patrick is familiarly called), we passed some of the 
most miserable hovels that I have yet seen, even 
in the flats of Mayo, — so bad that, without having 
convinced myself of the fact, I should scarcely have 
supposed them to be habitations of human beings, 
but rather as sheds for the cattle, the more certainly 
BO, had I seen the head of a cow, or some other four- 
faot«d beasts peeping out of the doorway, which I 
understand is no uncommon occurrence. Many of 
these cabins are built of stones, loosely heaped 
together, with no window; and the only place tar 
the light to come in at, and the smoke to go out, u 
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through a small hole in the miserably-thatched 
and sometiraes sodded roof, at all times pervious to 
the rain, and through the doorway. No picture 
drawn by the pencil — none by the pen — can pos- 
. sibly convey an idea of the sad reality. The 
inmates, as may be supposed, are wretchedly clad 
in rags and tatters, and the children almost in a 
state of nudity. 



Hovel neu the foot of the Reek. 

A visit to the summit of Croagh Patrick was irre- 
sistible, and I considered myself fortunate in pre- 
vailing on Captain Shallard to accompany me on 
this expedition. You will, perhaps, remember that 
this is the same officer who so gallantly opposed 
and, by his determined conduct, defeated a large 
party of smugglers in their attempt to force a land- 
ing of contraband goods on the coast of Sussex, on 
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the night of the 12th of Novemher, 1831, when 
during his walk he fell in with them, and was cow- 
ardly deserted by the only two of the blockade men 
who happened to be with him, and who ran away, 
prohahly thinking, with honest Jack Falstaff, that 

" DiscretioD U the better part of valour." 

Captain Shallard defended himself manfully, but 
was of course overpowered, being so wounded with 
sabre cuts across the head, and having received such 
violent bruises in different parts of his body, that 
he was left on the ground as dead; not, however, 
before he had severely wounded some of his antf^o- 
niats, and is supposed to have killed one of their num- 
ber, whose body was carried away before the morn- 
ing. For this gallant conduct, the Admiralty, you will 
remember, gave Captain Shallard his promotion. 

The morning turned out most unpropitions for our 
ascent ; it rained incessantly, and threatened a conti- 
nuance throughout the day. It was just that sort of 
weather which is almost daily expected here at this 
Beason of the year. This, indeed, is pretty much the 
case on all western coasts. On the west of England 
wet weather is proverbial; on the west coast of Nor- 
way, whea I crossed the several inlets of the sea in the 
summer of 1833, it rained almost incessantly ; and 
I was there told that they seldom experienced a fair 
day in the autumn. But the west coast of Ireland, 
exposed a? it is to the direct influence of the west- 
erly and south-westerly winds that blow across the 
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Atlantic, is perhaps subject to niore wet weather 
thu) most other coasts. Thus, Lieutenant Wolfe 
on Lough Erne experienced, in July, nineteen d^s 
of rain ; in September twenty-two days ; in October 
twenty-two days ; to which may be added, at least 
two days more on the mountains of the coast, where 
it commences and continues at least a day sooner 
and a day later than in the interior. These nuum- 
tahis condense the vapoun taken up on the sea, 
arrest the clouds already formed on the broad At- 
lantic, and pour a deluge of rain on tlie neighbour- 
mg country. 

Towards mid-day the weather began to improve ; 
and as there was every chance of a fine afternoon, 
we started off in a car as far as to the foot of the 
Be^ the weather still improving ; the sun was, in 
fact, occasionally out, and the summit of the moun- 
tain free from clouds or mists ; but the flying clouds 
in the atmosphere cast a succession of " gleams and 
glocans " across the broad sides of Croagh Patrick, 
which not a little added to its grandeur. 

Having procured a guide, who emerged from 
a small thibeen or whiskey-shop at the foot of the 
tnountmn, we commenced our arduous ascent, some- 
what vigorously on the outset, but were soon re- 
minded that— 

"To climb sleep hills rcquiiei alow pace at fint." 

It was one o'clock when we began to ascend, and 
it took an hour and a h^ to readi the summit, the 
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height of which is ascertained to be two thousand 
five hundred and thirty feet. The path is well 
mailed out along the side of a ravine. On arriving 
at the summit we found a poor woman, barefboted 
and barelegged, her clothing coarse and scanty, 
trudging seven times round the outer edge of the 
level summit, which is about an acre, strewed over 
widi small sharp stones, telling her beads as she 
hopped along. I happened to be the firet to reach 
the top, and the poor soul stopped short and, look- 
ing hard at me, as if wondering what had brought 
me up there, exclaimed, "God save you, Sirt" 
Besides the old woman there were two stray sheep 
on the summit of Croagh Patrick, who had selected 
a very bad pasture, aa there was not a blade of 
grass, so that they too were performing penance as 
well as the poor woman. 

The two grand days for Croagh Patrick are tJ» 
amiual Palt^Ti day, (qu»re patron 7) for which I 
was just one week too late, and Garlic Friday, as 
it was termed by my informant. The last is the 
principal one, and on that day thousands are said 
to flock hither from all parts of Ireland, where they 
flatter themselves, I suppose, that by the loss of a 
little blood from the feet and knees, and the mum- 
bling over a certain number of paternosters and 
ave-marias, they gain the good-will of the saint — 
wipe off all old scores, and begin afresh, " I sup- 
pose," I remarked to the guide, "many of them get 
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gloriously drunk after tbey have performed their 
stations." " Och, by my aowl they do. Sir !" was 
the reply. 

I much regretted not to have been here on the 
Pattern day, when I am told it is a veiy extraordi- 
nary sight to see the poor creatures winding their 
way up the mountain ; many of them, old and infinn, 
crawl round the summit once on their bare knees, 
or, if they prefer walking on the bare feet, seven 
times— in both cases over the sharp stones and 
broken bottles (the remnants of jovial parlies) 
which form the pathway. I was told by a gende- 
man at Westport that, on viewing the mountain 
from thence on such a day, it appears as if the 
whole side of it were in motion, though too distant 
to distinguish the objects with the naked eye. 

The top of Croagh Patrick is of an oval shape. 
It is flat and, as I said, may perhaps contain about 
an acre of level ground, although, when viewed from 
the bottom, it appears to come quite to a peak. The 
cone itself is composed of loose stones, on which 
little or no heath or grass seems to grow. On the 
summit, heaps of stones have been piled up. in 
different places, to serve, probably, the double pur- 
pose of altars and sheltering spots from the wiod; 
tbey are of three sides, open at the top andi in 
front. Under the lee of one of these we took cur 
lunch. These stones are chiefly of quartz, mica 
slate, and serpentine. 
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It happened on my first reaching the aummit to 
be very fine and clear, and I enjoyed an extensive 
and beautiful panorama. On the north rase the 
majeBtic Nephin, of two thousand seven hundred 
feet in height, with its branching ofisets, and its 
little namesake, the Nephin beg. On the north-west 
was seen the noble headland of Acbill, braving the 
Atlantic wave, and in the same direction the three 
hundred and sixty-five islands scattered over Clew 
Bay, at the mouth of which stands the large Clare 
island, like "a sentinel watching over the rest" 
Immediately before me, on the bold promontory 
that lies between Westport and the Killeries in 
Connamara, were the towering mountains of Fum- 
magan and Muilrea — the former of the height of 
two thousand five hundred and sixty, and the latter 
two thousand seven hundred and thirty-three feet. 

The wind was very bleak on the summit, and a 
cloud came suddenly over us, producing « thick 
mist or fc^ which in a moment completely obscured 
the splendid panorama we bad just been enjoying ; 
but it passed over without any fall of rain. We 
descended by the opposite side to that which we 
went up, as this was the invariable practice, by the 
guide's information, but wherefore he could not tell 
us. 

I had beard nrach of one Bob of the Reek, as he 
was familiarly caUed, who is said to have lived 
for the space of fourteen years at the summit of 
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Croa^h Patrick (where he aow lies buried), having, 
as Home assert, been first axcoromunicated, and 
then seiiteiiced by the Church to pass the remainder 
of his life in this airy situation, while others will t«ll 
you that he was a man of weak mind (of this there 
canndt be a doubt in either case) and condemned 
himself in expiation of some crime, known only to 
himself, to this high estate. His residence was 
pointed out, but it was in so dilapidated a state, as 
scarcely to be distinguished from the rest of the 
several recesses of whieh I have spoken. I have 
conversed with those who were personally ac- 
quainted with poor Bob. They all describe lum 
to have been a cheerful little man, and that he wore 
a long beard. He used occasionally to come into 
die town, but not often. 

This mountain is held in great veneration, perhaps 
more so than any other in all Ireland. I was duly 
assured that St. Patrick gave himself the trouble to 
ascend the Reek, ever since which it has taken the 
name of Craagh Patrick — that from this elevation, 
stretching out his hand, he blessed the surrounding 
country; and, it is added, that it was in this spot 
the Saint bestowed his curses on all venomous r^- 
tilea, GO that from thenceforth they should never 
more infest the Emerald Island. On noticing this 
to our guide, in a manner that implied a doubt on 
ihe subject, be replied, "And sure your honour 
believes that St. Patrick could aiily do all this, and 
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a mighty dale more." To be sure, as is conSTmed 
by the song ; 
« Twtti on the top of thii high hill, SL Patrick preacb'd his 



I cannot taJce my leave of Westport without re- 
curring to the very distressed situation of the svaaii 
fanners and labouring peasantry of Mayo, particu- 
larly in those seasons of scaroity that so often occur 
Although the representations that are so frequently 
made of famine and disease, and the appeal to 
England for relief, are almost always grossly, and 
sometimes intentionally, exaggerated, yet there is 
but too strong ground to believe that, if the chari- 
table contributions from the British GovemmaDt 
luid the people of England were withheld on such 
occasions, many tliousands would perish of actual 
destitution. A very general complaint is prevalent 
in Ireland, whether true or false is not for me to 
say, that neither the wealthy landlords, the gentry, 
nor the great farmers, are willing to contribute any- 
thing for the support of the poor ; and iJiat if it 
were not for the humane and kindly feeling of the 
small tradesmen and shopkeepers, tind for the feeble 
assistance which the poor are ever ready mutually 
to give to the utmost of their power to each other, 
instances of death from absolute want of food would 
iBore ft«quently occur than they are known to do. 
It is also pretty well known that the charitable sab- 
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seriptione of geimous individuals, and of the Govern- 
meot of Engliuid, have been shamefully misapplied. 

When the Government, therefore, in 1831, de- 
cided to relieve the starving population in the west, 
they sent out Sir John Hill, the Superintendent of 
Deptford Victualling Yard, to Mayo and Galway, 
to manage the funds, with instructions to purchase 
and distribute meal and potatoes among the starv- 
ing inhabitants, at the very lowest cost price they 
could be procured; and in addition a large sum of 
money to be dealt out to such as were absolutely 
destitute. He found very little disease prevailing, 
andnogeneral scarcityof food; but he did find that 
cargoes of oats were shipping off from Galway and 
also from Wesport — that provisions were locked up 
and made unavailable, with the view of raising the 
prices of articles of the first necessity. I do not sup- 
pose that such conduct is peculiar to the Irish traders, 
but that it difiers only in degree from what some- 
times happens in England. They are all, accord- 
ing to Joluson's definitKHi, " men long used in the 
method rf money-getting ;" ope of which methods, 
by no means unusual, being to create a scarcity in 
order to enhance prices. 

On the present occauon every artifice was made 
use of, through scnne of the Irish newspapers, to 
create an alarm of fomine, by fabricated accounts of 
disease and deaths by starvation, which were eagerly 
brought forward at the meetings, called by Sir John, 
of the principal inhabitants and clergy of the couor- 
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ties- of Mayo and Gralway, the former of which was 
held at Castlebar, and the latter at Galway. Attempts 
were made to get possession o{ the public money 
thus sent, and to purchase provisions at high prices, 
to which they had been factitiously raised. But Sir 
John was too well conversant in matters of this kind 
to suffer himself to be duped. He had laid his 
plans in Liverpool and Dublin, to obtain meal and 
potatoes, and ship tbom off quietly to the western 
ports ; and as these supplies dropped into Wesport 
and Galway, the result of their importation was, that 
the price of oatmeal was immediately brought down 
from 18/. to 122. a ton, and the hoarded meal was 
DOW brought to market. On one occasion, when from 
the state of the weather the provision ships could 
not enter the bay, a cargo of Indian com or maize 
was purchased, but Sir John Hill was told that the 
poor would not eat it, as it was not adapted to Irish 
constitutions. 

The Irish are, it must be said, a singular people. 
As soon as it was understood that Government had 
sent an agent with money to purchase provisions, 
they considered themselves relieved from any fur^ 
ther thought about the poor; and the very persona, 
who had been fed by the bounty of the public, 
assembled in crowds, attacked the meal-carts, and 
carried off the booty, so that no Government sup- 
plies could be sent into the country without a 
guards and even this was not enough. In vain did 
the troops, who were called in, endeavour to prevail 
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OB them to desist ; the consequence was, that two 
or three were killed, and as many wounded. The 
Catholic Archbishop of Tuam (not the present Dr. 
M'Hale, but Dr. Kelly, a very different character) 
made it known, that one of the wounded aggressors 
on his death-bed declared that he was not in want, 
aai lamented that he should have been engaged 
in so unwarrantable a proceeding. The peasantry 
seemed to think that there was no wrong whatever 
in attackii^ and plundering the public property; 
and the proof that they acted on this principle is, 
that in the midst of all these riotous proceedings, 
private property of every description, even pro- 
visions of various kinds, passed through the assem- 
bled multitude without the slightest molestation. 

The extent of the famine in 1831 may be inferred 
from the fact that, in order to aid the poor to pur- 
chase potatoes and meal, the sum of sevenpence 
a-week was allotted to each individual of 225,680 
persons, and these mostly, say 220,000, were inha- 
bitants of Mayo. Now, as the population of Mayo, 
as token in that same year, was only 366,328, it 
follows that five-eighths of the whole population 
of the province were in a state of destitution. 

If, then, for this scanty pittance of sevenpence 
a^bead per wvek, 225,680 persons can be rescued, 
duiin^rthe months of famine, from deeth by star^ 
tion, is it not a reflection on the gre«U^ landholders 
of this county, and. still more so on the ab- 
sentees, that theg will not only net contribute to 
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T^iere a temponuy distress, but endeofour to pre- 
vent, as far as in tfaem lies, any legal pnmsion being 
mode for the mainteoatice of the poor, no longer 
able to support themselves? but it must come to 
this, — humanity will not for ever aufler such an 
outrage to continue. 

It will be asked, whence procetds this deplorable 
oondition of so vast a portion of the population of 
Mayo? It is true there is an unusual quantity 
of bog-land, uncultivated mountains and moors; 
but, fnm all I can learn, the caiuoa of the frequent 
recurrence of femine and its dreadful consequences 
lie much deeper ^lan want of land for an over- 
grown population. The soil is not, generally speak- 
ing, an ungrateful one, nor are there wanting 
wealthy landlords; but the tenure on which the 
lands are let, sometimes to agents or middlemen, 
or Urge farmers, who split their holdings into small 
parcels, let out at enormously increased rents to 
tenante-at-will, is ruinous to the poor peasant who 
ventures to take them. This wretched system, 
however, is said to be on the decline. The same 
thing happens in the case of long leases : the father 
of the family dies, or frequently before -his daathiho 
partitions the farm into as many portions as he has 
sons ; and these again, in their turn, divide their 
portion among their sons; so that, before the lease 
expires, the original holding is split into parcels 
of an acre or two each, and the whole &mily re- 
duded tothe lowest ebb of distress ; the male put 
to become cammon laJionrers, .for whom little or 
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no employmeDt is to be had more thaa live or 
six months in the year, at the daily pittarfce of 
eightpence to tenpence a-day. 

Another cause is, the practice pursued by agente 
or speculators in land. One of these, for instance, 
will hold a farm on a long lea^ of two hundred acres, 
of which he splits one hundred into small parcels 
of two or three acres, at a greatly advanced rent, so 
as to keep the other hundred in his own hands 
rent free. There is little risk of losing his rent : if 
the poor tenant cannot pay, he immediately dis- 
trains both on the crop and the stock. It has truly 
been said that, by tenures-at-will, short leases, and 
tithes, " the harvest of the poor man's life is reaped 
in his old age by his priest or his landlord." 

The consequence of this ruinous system is, that 
whole families are reduced to a state bordering on 
starvation, and take refuge in the miso^able hovels, 
as daily labourers, with which Mayo, and I under- 
stand most of the middle and southern counties are 
strewed over and disfigured- It is most melancholy 
to look into one of these abodes of wretchedness, to 
see a whole family worn down by disease and famine, 
—not a chair nor stool to rest their wearied limbs 
upon; not a bed to lie down upon, except a little 
straw, often wetted with the rain that drips from the 
roof; and a blanket, and that not always — sometimes 
an old tarpaulin — thrown over the whole family, to 
serve as a substitute for bed-clothes. From the 
almost constant rain that falls in this climate, the 
floor of these hovels is generally broken into mud- 
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holes ; a pool of water stagnates before the door and, 
after a heavy shower, enters the hovel, there being 
generally a step down from the door, A few cold 
potatoes frequently serve as their daily and only 
food ; for many of them are unable to purchase a 
constant supply of turf to cook them at such times 
as they may be wanted. This is the melancholy 
and, I believe, true picture of a family reduced to 
the condition of labouring cottiers, who are satis- 
fied to take such employment as they can get, when 
famine and disease have not yet reduced them to a 
state of weakness which disables them from woi^ 
altogether. 

Even while the small fanner is able, from his 
surplus produce, to pay his rent, his condition is ■ 
far from snviable, but might with a little manage- 
ment be improved. If he can afford to keep a coW 
and a pig, he generally admits both to be partakers 
of the same apartment^ and though his cottage 
may be a degree better than that of the labourer, 
yet it is kept equally filthy; everything within it 
being soiled with smoke and soot, and the puddle 
and the dunghill invariably found before the door. 
The rent of such a cottage, if built by the land- 
lord, may be about 21. a-year; turf, SOs. ; the 
man's clothing, 403. ; the woman's, 30s. ; and four 
children, say 30*. ; making altogether 8f. 10a. The 
rent, say of three acres and a cow-grass, 9?. The 
routine of his crops is, potatoes, barley, and oats. 
The barley is sold to be distilled into whiskey, and 
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thiE taid the pig centribute t© the payment of mat 
and fiiel; and the potatoee, the cow, and the oat- 
mea], supply the ^imily with food. The females 
sre employed in spinning linen and woollen yarn, 
and in knitting worsted stockings ; of the woollen 
yam is Tuanufactured a kind of frieze, druggets 
and flannels, the common wear of the peasantry : 
ail^ supplying die family clothing, the surplus 
hel^ ta pay the rent. 

Them is still another claas of paupers, the most 
^stitute and helpless of all — the aged, the sick, 
and the infirm, — dependent wholly on the charity 
of the neighbouring poor, and on the alms they, or 
their younger campaaions in misery, are able to 
mise from passing travellers. In some few places 
a scanty Fund is raised for the sick, but wholly 
inadequate, " the gentry and landlords seldom sub- 
scribing." These poorest of all poor creatures find 
tiieir only shelter from the weather in the most 
irretched of hovels, made of sods, stuck generally 
by the side of the public roads, thatched over with 
heaths, shrubby branches, rushes, or anything they 
can get, but which are so wretchedly constructed 
as to be, in every comer, pervious to the rain ; and 
oven hovels of this kind are frequently demolished 
by some heartless farmer, on whose grounds they 
intrude. How these unhappy creatures contrive 
to Bu'bsist, or even to drag through the winter season 
a miserable existence, is quite inexplicable,— the 
&ct is, they die unnoticed, disregarded, unregretted. 
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and no inquiry made about them. There is no 
other country on the face of the earth where such 
extreme misery prevails as in Ireland. The negro 
slave, if only from interested motives, is well taken 
care of, — even the American Indian, the Esquimaux, 
the Hottentot, live and die ia luxury, compared 
with this description of Irish paupers ; yet, notwith- 
standing all the misery the peasants suffer, their 
numbers go on increasing to a frightful degree : one 
4vould almost be led to conclude, that the neaner the 
approach to a state of destitution, the more favour- 
able is it for an increase of population. 
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WESTPORT TO TUAM AND CLTDAGH HOUSE. 

Bud to Ti»m, tbtongli Cutl«bat — A Fonr-horaed Coach — A 
uof^u Cluractei — Tuun — Romui Catholic Chapel — Dr. 
M'Hale— Achill Miwion— Attempted DeatructioQ of, by M'Hule 
— Hii Letter to the Bishop of Londoa — Extract of a Letter, de- 
teritung H'Hale'i Visit — Descriptioa of the MisaioQ, and Cha- 
nctei of Hi. Naugle — Proceed to Clydagh Hoiue, by HeadTord. 



Clydagh Home, Laugh Corrib, 15fA September, ISSS. ' 

My mtention on leaving Westport was to proceed 
by the direct road to this place, passing between 
the lakes Mask and Carra, through Ballinrobe, 
Cong, and Headford. Of the caves of Cong I had 
heard a great deal, but my taste, I confess, leans 
more towards lofty mountains than damp and dark 
underground chambers : even my friend Crofton 
Croker's legend of the fair lady changed into a 
white trout, which inhabits one of these caves, 
could not turn me out of my projected route, not 
though one traveller has vouched for the pallid 
whiteness of the trout of the cavern — ■! suppose 
from the same cause, — privation of light, — which 
had changed the colour of a miserable gold fish in 
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the catacombs of Paris to a deadly white : the poor 
thing was swimming in a small well or baBin, at the 
foot of a wall of skulls and cross-bones. 

The truth is, I had made up my mind to see 
Tuam and the new Catholic chapel, which is now 
in progress at that place, and of which so much 
has been said. 1 therefore took my seat outside a 
four-horsed coach, and out we started for Castlebar, 
where the road to Tuam turns off in a south-east 
direction. I think it would have astonished one of 
our four-in-hand whips to have seen us on our road 
to this town. The poor animals were so miserable 
in appearance, and so weak, that their united eflbrts 
could scarcely drag the coach up some, not very 
steep, acclivities of the road. The coachman first 
enlisted a parcel of ragged boys into his service, 
who were evidently on the look out for the coach, to 
trudge alongside, and by shouts and blows to urge 
the animals up the hill. Finding this to fail, he 
dismounted from the box, handing over the reins to 
the passenger who was seated next to him, and, with 
whip in hand, ran up the hill along with his cattle, 
flogging them all the way with his utmost energy, 
until he had got them to the summit, when he 
resumed his seat : — all this, too, happened at first 
starting, so you may suppose our progress towards 
Castlebar was by no means rapid, and our prospect 
of reaching Tuam not very encouraging ;' and yet, 
bad as this is, travelling in Ireland has no doubt 
wonderfully improved of late years : we now hear- 



:,q,t,=cdbvGoOgle 



198 WEBTPORT TO TUAU [KrettatSU; 

BO mom of diat horrid practice of putting wisps of 
lighted straw under the bellies of the poor asinuds, 
nor does th^t equally horrid practice of ploughing 
by the tail, as I undentand, any longer exist. 
• Immediately after leaving Castlebar we came to 
a part of the road which was under repair, and left 
in such a state, that I should have supposed it 
next to impossible to cross it Every one dis- 
mounted and walked on, as it seemed a general 
opinion that the coach must of necessity be over- 
turned — notwithstanding which they contrived to 
get it safe over, somehow or other ; more, I believe, 
good luck than good, management. 

A very singular, wUd-looking character got upon 
the roof of the coach at Castlebar, and seated himself 
next to me. Fierce aa bis aspect was, he had much 
the air and manner of a gemleman, though shabbily 
dressed. Resolved to enter into conversation with 
him, I commenced by talking of Croagh. Patrick, 
which just then reared its proud head in the dis- 
tance, and observed, that I had yesterday ascended 
to the top, which required some little exertion. As 
yet my friend had not opened big lips, but now, in 
a voice of thunder, and in a very abrupt manner, he 
exclaimed, with extreme rapidity, " D d non- 
sense, exerting oneself to get up a hill— exert your- 
self to get on in life, that's aemething." How 
pregnant is the remark of this Cynic ! thought I to 
myself. He now began to open in right earnest, 
oommencing with an extraordinary and quite unin- 
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telligible account of the servicoB he had rendared to 
Govenuuent, and how ill they had been requitsd ; 
aod ninding up with a vociferous shout, " Waaa'b 
iiaipretty treatment— Eh?" which waa the burden 
of bis whole discourae, and the winding up of every 
grievance, i wished him at the d — I (excuse my 
saying so) ; but he only went as far as the first 
^tige — I mean of our journey. I remarked to tha 
coachman that I thought him tipsy, who said it was. 
lucky for me that I did not throw out any such 
hint, as nothing irritated him more, being con- 
scious of his failing, and that he certainly would 
have struck me with the awful shilelah he car- 
ried in his hand, and which he, ever and anon, bran- 
dished about in the most approved fashion of tha 
Emerald Island. 

The country between Castlebar and Tuam ia 
generally flat and umnteresting, but well eulti- 
yated; and there appeared to be more private gen- 
tlemen's seats, and large farm-houses, than I had 
yet observed since entering Connaught Among 
the former we passed that of X^ord Clanmorris. 
At Roundfort is a good house belonging to Mr. 
Blake, surrounded with plantations; and not far 
from this, Mr. Lindsay had biult a large house, 
which we passed pretty near, intended, I under- 
stood, for a school of agriculture, but the specula- 
tion seems to have been a failure, as few pupils 
ever attended it. 

Tuam is a small, ordiuary-looking town, with 
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some few good houses, and apparently a place of 
some activity: the streets seemed full, and every 
one bustling about. It is, in fact, a central spot, 
from whence great turnpike-roads branch out in all 
directions to every part of the island, and is in a 
direct line from the north-west coast to Ballinasloe, 
where the greatest cattle-fair is held in all Ireland. 
In consequence of this, coaches and cars are con- 
stantly passing through the town; and I am told 
that, at an early hour in the morning, the boms of 
the mails are as frequent and noisy as in any 
central town in England. 

Tuam is the residence of His Grace Power le 
Poer Trench, one of the Protestant Archbishops of 
Ireland, who is also Bishop of Ardagh,'— a venerable, 
humane, and charitable man. He resides much on 
the spot, in the old palace, the grounds of which are 
pretty, and kept in good order. The cathedral is an 
old Gothic building, small, and has nothing in its 
architecture to recommend it. But there is another 
in progress, superintended by another archbishop, 
at least one who assumes the title, by name M'Hale, 
of whom I shall have something to say presently. 
His cathedral is the lion of the town, and that 
which brought me to it. It is certainly an ex- 
tremely elegant building, in the Gothic style of 
architecture. It is not on so grand a scale as I 
had been led to expect, but is infinitely the finest 
and most tasteful building I have yet seen on my 
travels in Ireland. The columns and the lofty 
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ceiling ara very striking. At one end, and imme- 
diately behind the altar-piece, is a lai^ painted 
wiodov, but, as there was a quantity of scafiblding 
jn front of it, I could not obtain a suificiently good 
"view to enable me to judge of its merita. I saw, 
however, that it was full of armorial bearings, 
chiefly, I was told, of subscribers, among whom are 
reckoned some liberal Protestants. The altar is 
entirely of Italian marble, of various descriptions : 
it was made at Rome, and sent as a present from 
the Pope, carefully packed in boxes. Four spiral 
fluted columns support the canopy, which is also 
composed of marble. The workmanship of the 
whole is exquisite. It had just been placed in its 
situation ; and I could not help thinking that they 
had been in too great a hurry in putting it to- 
gether, as there were several workmen employed 
about that part of the chapel, and, as I have said, a 
quantity of scaffolding was still remaining, wliich 
came in close contact with the altar-piece. This 
splendid chapel, I understand, has been built partly 
by small subscriptions, even so low as a penny, and 
by gratuitous labour. A place is left, and the foun- 
dation finished, for the reception of a steeple, which 
the Catholics are determined to have on many of 
their chapels, — aye, and bells too, and carillons into 
the bargain; and why not? Since the emancipa- 
tion there ought to be no alternative but this, — to 
give the Catholic as full, as free, and as unfettered 
E 3 
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rights as the Protestant has ; or, if he abuses thean, 
put his shackles ob afre^ 

I shall now give you some accouBt of the parson 
under whose auspices this chapel has been built; 
You have no doubt heard, or you soon will hear, 
much of the titular Archbifihop of Tuam, Dr. 
M'Hale, a man who has always shown a most 
inveterate and deadly hatred to the very name of 
fttrtestant, but yet apparently so meek, so mild, 
and so humble;— his dwelling is so lowly, just 
at the foot of the gate leading to the archiepis- 
copal palace, that the struiger cannot avoid re- 
marking on the contrast between the splendid man- 
sion of the Protestant and the mean dwelling of 
the Roman Catholic Archbishop. But, as the poet 
gays, — 

There are lome thai um 

Hnniilit; to serre their piide, and Mem 
Humble upoD their way, to bo proudet 
At theii wiiti'd jaune]''* end. 

From all accounts, and from that I am about to 
give you, such a person as the poet here describes 
is Dr. M'Hale. Whether his character be esti- 
mated truly in Tuam, of course I know nothing ; 
but a ragged boy, when conducting a friwid of 
mine to ^e schools, said that Dr. M'Hale was 
'! the bright star of Ireland;" and he also s^ 
that "the Bible was a bad book." If such be 
tbe instruction given to children in the schools 
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under the Doctor's superinteadence, — from which 
w« know the Bible is excluded, — instead of a 
** bright star," Dr. M'Hale may be considered 
father as an igtas Jutuua, to seduce his flock into 
tiu bogs and quagmires of error and the relsaTO 
tbeiD. 

You may periiaps have heardof an island named 
Achill, part of the county of Mayo, but removed to 
the farthest west, where its rugged and lofty front 
braves the blasts and the billows of the stormy 
Atlantic. It is about thirty miles in circumfereoce, 
pact of its surface being mountain and rock, pact 
heath and bog, and the rest fit for pasture satd cuir 
tivatic«. It^ inhabitant's are said to be from 3000 
to 4000: and to support themselves by planting 
fxriatoes, rye, barley, and oats ; some tew pos- 
sess a cow and a pig, and some, in addition, a few 
sheep; but they are represented to be miserably 
poor, ignorant, and of course superstitious. la 
1831, when relief was sent from England, most of 
th^u were in a state of starvation, many hundreds 
subsisting chiefly on sea-weeds, mostly on the/wu 
■aaccharifera, known in Ireland by thename oiSloke, 
— and the typhus fever was raging among them. 
Almost the only collection of cottages, or horel^ 
that deserves the name of a village, is Dugurth, 
situated close under the lo%, bleak, and barren 
mountain of SUeve More, where the eagle buil& 
his aerie, and whence he frequently pmiBcea oa his 
prey, be it poultry. Sab, or a jnnng lamb. 
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The attentioa of certain humane and benevolent 
persons had for some time been called to the 
lamentable condition of the poor inhabitants of 
Ireland who in insular and remote situations were 
left without any spiritual comfort; and subscrip- 
tions were raised to a considerable amount for the 
establishment of home -missions, whose chief objects 
were to endeavour to confer the benefits of religious 
instruction and civilization on these poor, neglected 
beings. Two or three clergymen of the Church of 
England, with as many Scripture-readers, who 
understood both the English and Irish language, 
undertook to establish a mission on Achill, the 
object being to instruct these poor people, not only 
in the word of God, but to teach them a better mode 
of cultivating their land, and how more successfully 
to carry on the fishery ; to construct their cottage 
in a better, cheaper, and more comfortable style ; 
to open schools for the education of their chil- 
dren ; and, in short, to conduct this home-mission 
pretty much upon the plan of a Moravian establish- 
ment. 

Mr. Nangle, a most respectable clei^yman, un- 
dertook this miasiou. A lease of ground was pro- 
cured ; buildings were erected ; three or four schools 
were opened, and children flocked to them from 
all quarters of the island, to the number of from 
300 to 400 ; the inhabitants attended at each other's 
houses, to hear the reading of the Bible in their 
native tongue; and (he utmost harmony prevailed ; 
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when, in an evil hour, a cert^n priest thwarted 
the benevolent views of Mr. Nangle ; he denounced 
the schools from the altar, the consequence of 
which was, that ahout 130 of the pupils were with- 
drawn; but Mr. Nangle was too much for him, and 
the pupils were gradually returning. The priest; 
however, is supposed to have aroused the alarm or 
the jealousy of Dr. M'Hale, who determined to 
make a personal visitation to Achill, and, by his pre- 
sence, to crush at once, if he could, this charitable 
and humane establishment. To do .this more effec- 
tually, he is said to have put himself at the head of 
some fourteen of his priests, proceeded to the island, 
marched into the village in grand procession, with 
music playing and banners flying, and, clothed in 
all the pomp of his splendid pontificals, directed 
his satellites to fulminate those denunciations, the 
consequence of which the most ignorant of the 
Catholics full well understand. No angel, it seems, 
stood in the way of this modern Balaam; no com- 
punctious visitings of nature arrested his progress; 
no misgivings of conscience at the unholy proceed- 
ing he was about to exercise, troubled his mind; 
and, instead of one Balak, a whole host of them 
attended his will, loaded with curses. Did not bis 
heart smite him when he beheld the comfortable 
dwellings that had risen among the wretched sod- 
huts of the poor islanders, which he was about to 
destroy? Did not the feelings of our common nature, 
as be beheld the pleasing prospect from the Pisgah 
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oC Aehill, touch his heart, and brin^ to ku reooU 
lectioQ that beautiful apostrophe of Balaain c^ old? 
" Hmr goodly are thy tenta, O Jacob, and thy taber- 
Hacl«% O Israel ! Blessed ia he that blesseth &ee, 
and cursed is he that curseth thee." Ah, ao ! hie 
bsart TTOuld appear to have been incapable of relent- 
ii^ ; the sshools and the children were denounced 
and dUpersed, and a " flaming sword" was bran- 
ched through the whole island. 

Having thus discharged the full vial of his wrath 
against the mission and the poor blenders, this 
proud prelate, flushed with tus ignoble victory, 
coolly ^ts down to address a letter to the Right 
Bev. Dr. Bloinfiold, Lord Bishop ef London, dated 
"Aehill Island, Nativity of the Blessed Virgin*.** 
The style and tone of the letter is as indecorous 
and insolent ae the spirit of it is vulgar and vin- 
dictive. Dr. Blomfield, in his place in Parliament, 
'imd observed on the growth of Protestantism in Ire- 
land, and this roused the wrath of John Tuam. — 
" As for your churches," he says, " so far fnnn being 
any evidence of the growth of the Protestant reli- 
gion, their steeples, like the London Monument, are 

■ • The reierend prelate thus commences with something ¥erj 
Bke a fiction to produce an rjfrtrf, jbj making the anniTtnary of 
the Bl«ued Virgin coincident with the coronation of William 
IV. The corouatioii of William IV. was on tha Sth September. 
I know just aa little aa Dr. M'Eale dues tehai the Nativit; of 
fte Virifin happened — but I do luoc that he was wti in Achill 
Uamt on tin fiih September : he anifed on tiie Sod, and left th« 
Utttd on tha BUi of th«t month. 
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ao many tall and lying bullies." He prcnouncaa the 
fizertiona of the AcMll Missionary Society " abor- 
tire " — asserts that it could maka no adyances in 
this island — that in vain was it attecipted to seduca 
tha people from the faith of tbeic Others — that 
they treated the ptetensions of these "ignorant 
fanatics with contemptuous acorn" — that " the AchiU 
Mission is already another tale of the mimeroiiB 
failures of fraud and &naticism" — and that, "ita 
buildings, now uafinished are, like the Tower of 
Babel, a monumeat of the folly and presumption 
of tieir architects*." 

His malicious and insulting sneer at the poor 
plundered clergy of Ireland is disgraceful to the 
character he assumes. "Already the parsons,!' 
he says, "are commenciDg the practices of the 
Catholic religion ; fasting is become a favourite ob- 
servance — nay, hateful as ceUbacy appeared to the 
Protestant churchmen, they are beginning to agree 
with Malthus that it would be unjust to be burden- 
ing society with an unprovided oSsprlng." 

Onepart of his letter is amusing enough. Having 
as I have observed, made the anniversary of the 
coronation of William IV. coincident with that of 
the "Nativity of the Blessed Virgin," he thus takes 
the opportunity to contrast the two great perfonuera 
on the occasion — one in Westminster Abbey, and the 

■ Theae fUiehocidt an aipoiad in thg two letlen coDtained in 
tte it{ip«ndis. 
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Other in th© Vatican. " A discourse on the respec- 
tive duties of the assembled auditory formed a part 
of each of these solemnities. The one was deli- 
vered by a prelate of exalted rank and supercilious 
bearings, whose full and corpulent frame, unwasted 
by fasts or vigils, attested the sincerity of his belief 
in the superstition of such practices. It was Dr. 
BIomfieM, the Protestant Bishop of London; the 
other by a capuchin, than whom nothing could 
more strongly contrast with the former figure. 
The feet, almost bare, were bound by a few latchets 
to their scanty sandals; a coarse, dark, flowing 
garment was wrapped by a leathern girdle round 
his emaciated body ; the sinews upon his attenu- 
ated wrists and fingers were seen to rise like reeds 
upon a column; and the fulness of the tonsure, 
which his downcast head had rendered visible, ma- 
nifestly revealed how completely he had got rid 
of all the vanities of the world." 

It required no small degree of impudence on the 
part of this Dr. M'Hale to venture on this contrast, 
evidently intended as the personifications of pride 
and humility, at the very moment when, with unpa- 
ralleled pride and meanness, he had exhibited him- 
self, not like the capuchin with his bare feet, his 
downcast head, and his coarse garments, not as one 
having "got rid of the vanities of the world," but 
in all the pomp of pontifical tawdry, to astonish 
and terrify an ignorant and wretched population. 
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and to destroy that pleasing prospect of happiness 
which was on the point of being realized. 

What followed this undignified, disgraceful, and 
inhuman exhibition, which any other titular prelate 
of Ireland would be ashamed of, I learned from 
an accomplished lady who visited Achill very 
shortly after M'Hale's departure. She left th^t 
extraordinary man, Mr. Nangle, nothing cast down, 
nor in any way disheartened ; on the contrary, he 
had no doubt that the schools would in time be 
re-opened. With the permission of this intelligent 
lady I will give you an extract from a letter, written 
by her soon after to her sister, currente calamo, 
which describes bo admirably the firm, the un- 
daunted, yet meek and placid character of Mr. 
Nangle, that it ought not to be hidden under a 
bushel. She first relates her journey to Achill, 
and thus proceeds. 

" At Ballycroy we were detained four days by 
a hurricane, living all this time in the coast-guard 
watch-house and the cottage of the chief boatman. 
At the end of this time, Mr. Nugent took us 
over in his galley to the Bull's Mouth Station, in 
the Isle of Achill, whence we proceeded to the 
village of Dugurth, the seat of the Rev. Mr. Nan- 
gle's new Missionary Establishment ; where, if we 
had not had a letter of introduction From Mr. 
Nugent, we should probably have been equally 
well received. In (act, no one can visit, or, at least, 
no one can sleep in Achill, without either going 
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to Mr. Nangle'a or to the humble cottages (^ tfas 
coast-guar^ men. I had never heard <rf Achill of 

Mr. Nangle till. 1 saw Mr. at Dublin. 

"Like another Luther is Mr. Naagle in Achilla 
preaching twice every day af^inst Popery, exposing) 
the craft of the pri«ste>, and holding up to ridiculs 
their arch-mystery, the converting a bit of pastes 
boiled in their own sauce-pan, and cl^iped with. 
a pair of scissarsi into the body and blood o£ 
Christ, their Creator and God! Day after day 
does Mr. Nangle's household, consiating of Pro- 
testants, converted Catholics, and some few Ca- 
tbohcB not yet converted, listen to thia astounding 
proposition, comparing it with the only one all- 
sufficient sacrifice of the cross. The convert weeps, 
the uDcoavert«d Catholic smiles, and likes to hear 
the doctrine of the wafer thus presented to his 
understanding. Perhaps before he smiles, h» 
rages; for this, with those who care for their 
faith, ia the natural and first effect of the doc- 
trine thus pr^ched to them. Yet there is some 
attraction to the Irish mind in the very daring of 
the proceeding; he Ukes the boldness of it; it 
rouses and interests him. You may reason with 
and try to persuade and conciUate him, and use 
delicate and measured language for ever. He 
appears to agree and is not impressed ; but to hear 
his priest called, as I once heard Mr. Nangle call 
him, "a n^an priest;" to hear the awful Bishop 
M'Hale called a man like themselves, who, like 
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themselvQ^ was a few years ago running barelegged 
ever the bogs, is what seizes their imagination and 
rouses their interest 

" Much, therefore, as I reasoned with Mr. Nangle 
against the imprudence, if not the impropriety, of 
this mode of proceeding, I am notwithstanding 
convinced that, with the ignorant and enslaved 
Irish, this is the only way to do anything. And is 
it not the way in which Luther went to work ? 
Mr. Nangle is another Luther in boldness, but 
not in violence of temper. He is in his persoo 
and manner the very beau ideal of a missionary, 
as much so as Mr. Malan of Geneva. He appears 
about thirty-five years of age, very tall and thin, 
paie, and dark, with finely-formed features, and 
an expression so mild and ao pensive, that you 
would think ha could not utter a harsh word, or 
raise his voice beyond the breathings of a prayer. 
Yet, when animated, the most extraordinary fire 
lights up in his eyes, and the sweetest smile plays 
Upon his countenance ; ids voice is always sub- 
dued and gentle' — he scarcely ever laughs. How 
can a man laugh who believes that liiouaands of 
his deluded brethren are perishing around him in 
tlieir ains and their errors, and that he is a minister 
of God to save a few and only a few 7 Far as I 
un from agreeing with him, or any of his brethren, 
in this particular view of things, I believe it is 
Bothing less than a motiva of such orerwhelming 
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force, tiiat can lead a man not only to risk hia 
personal safety, but to devote his whole soul, his 
every enei^, to sacrifice bis health, and to per* 
aevere through good and evil report, through per- 
secution and calumny, fatigue and privation <^ 
every description, without looking back or fainting 
in his couise. I have seen many missionaries in 
many countries, but never any one so devoted, so 
pure and high-minded, aa Mr. Nangle. 

" I wish I had time to tell you more of our visit 
to Achill ; how we ascended its highest mountains ; 
and bow we minUmixed along the road, I mean 
bow our two guides and the Scripture-reader, who 
accompanied our horse's steps, dropped a word 
here, and another there, got the country people 
into conversation, and sowed the seed of their 
missionary doctrines by the way-side, in the hope 
that it might some day ^ring up aguo. It was 
a curious scene ; but it may be more interesting to 
tell you that Mr. Nangle's colony consists of five 
stone slated buildings of two stories, a thing never 
seen in Achill before ; that he has now ten acres of 
land producing potatoes, and will soon have a great 
many more — is building eight cabins for the con- 
verts, not, better than those of their neighbours, 
in order that they may find shelter, but not any- 
thing which could be called bribery; that the 
amount of his converts since bis arrival in Achill 
a year ago is thirty-one individuals ; and that Dr. 
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Adama, a rich physician of Dublin, is about to 
come and devote his fortune and medical talents to 
the colony. If Achill and Mr. Nangle have excited 
as much interest in England as they appear to be 
doing in Ireland, you will be glad to have heard of 
them — if not, you will wish I had left Achill sooner. 
We did not do so till after four days, and then 
crossed the Sound of Achill to sleep at one of our 
coast-guard cottages, and proceeded through the 
mountains of a district called Curraan, to New- 
port" 

I entirely agree with the amiable and intelligent 
writer of this letter, as to the imprudence and im- 
propriety of throwing ridicule on sacred subjects, 
however contrary, or even repugnant they may ap- 
pear, to our principles of fidth. It is no excuse to 
say that argument is of no avail ; if neither this nor 
persuasion will make converts, I do not think we 
have any right to push our endeavours farther- 
The mysteries of religion are not fit or fair subjects 
for derision. A man's religious opinions is an affair 
between God and himself; and so long as they do 
not interfere with the peace and the welfare of 
society, it appears to me that, to unsettle a man's 
mind by endeavouring to draw him away from 
the religion of his fathers, can hardly be called a 
le^timate proceeding. But if, by reading and ex- 
pounding the word of God — by setting the example 
of a sober, righteous, and holy life — by imparting 
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tbe benefits of education to the youth of both sexes 
— and by instructing adulte in the useful arts and 
the beneficial employment of time, Roman Catholics 
may be converted to the Protestant faith — if these 
be the sole objects of the Achitl mission, the endea- 
voors of Mr. Nangle and his coadjutors must be 
considered as worthy of all praise. 

Having procured a car I proceeded direct for 
Clydagh House, where I now am, the seat of our 
excellent friend. Sir Geot^ Staunton, situated on the 
eastern shore of Lough Corrib, about thirteen miles 
from Tuam. We drove through the little town of 
Headford, the chief proprietor of which is Mr. St 
George, who is the nearest neighbouring gentleman 
to Clydagh. Headford is certainly a more tidy- 
looking little town than any I had passed through 
since leaving the province of Ulster. In lieu of 
the eternal dunghill before the door, some of the 
cottages could boast even of a piece of ground in 
front, with roses climbing up the side of the walls. 
Another unusual feature in this town of Headford 
is the enormous square chimney- stacks, ridng out 
of several of the thatched roofs, apparently of an- 
cient structure, and sufficiently numerous to give 
a peculiar character to the place. After leaving 
Headford, the road passed over a dreary, desolate- 
looking country, portioned off into small patches 
with high stone walls, loosely placed together, 
which continued until I approached a wood aweep- 
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ing down to the shore of Lough Corrib, upon the 
bank of which stands Clydagh House. 

I was not sorry to find myself comfortably housed 
and most kindly welcomed by Mrs. Lynch, whose 
husband you are aware is unfortunately absent from 
home, so that I shall be deprived of much valuable 
information, which his long residence in this part of 
the country would have enabled him to afford tne. 
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CONNAMARA. 

CroM LoDgh Corrib— Otight«TBrtle — Martin'* Gatehonie — Flynn't 
half-way Home — Misi Flynn — Ariiyal of Company— Failure 
ID getling; up a Dance — Baltinahinch — SouudatoDe and Biter- 
buy Bay* — Haantaini of Maam Turk and the Twelfe Pini 
— Clifdon — Journey to Lenane — The Killctj — Residence i>f 
Big Jack Joyce — now a Metnbei of B Temperance Society — 
The use of Whiskey necessary— Addreia to — Singing party — 
Trait of kind feeling in Joyce — His anxiety to give his children 
k good education — Origin of the Joyces — Joyce'i Kitchen — 
Detention by the Weather — Further ConTenation — Depaitiire 
for Maam Lodge — Wretched State of the Peasantry — in their 
Dress and Hovels — Recross Lough Conib from Maam Lodge 
— Aniral at Clydagh. 

agdofh Bmat, \^tk Stplanitr, lS3i. 
I HAD arranged with Mrs. Lynch to set out early in 
the morning for Connamara ; and accordingly she 
had kindly ordered the four-oared boat to be ready 
to cross Lough Corrib, and to remain at my dis- 
posal. The weather was as usual wet, "very" fas 
Fanny Kemble would say), and unsettled till to- 
wards twelve o'clock, when it began to improve a 
little. I therefore walked down to the water-side, 
taking with me nothing but a carpet-bag, contain- 
ing such things as I might want for a two days' 
absence. 
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Hie distance across to Oughlerarde may be about 
seven or eight miles, which our boatmen pulled in 
about an hour and a half, the wind being against us. 
I acted as coxswain on the occasion, and acquitted 
myself so well, that I only scraped her bottom once 
by taking her over a sunken rock, in consequence 
of keeping too near a reef which ran out from 
one of the small islands. Oughterarde is well 
situated on the banks of a small river or creek, 
about a mile from the shore of the lake : it is navi- 
gable by boats to within a few hundred yards of 
the town, through which it passes in a clear, limpiO, 
gurgling stream, issuing from a chain of small 
lakes, and fiaJling in a succession of rapids to the 
plain. At this spot, on a green slope of the right 
bank, stands the church, which the rapid stream 
appears to be undermining, and likely, ere long, 
to sweep away. Here, too, on the opposite bank, 
stands a little lodge, built by* the late Dick Martin 
of Galway, as he was familiarly called, and in 
which he spent much of his time. It is known by 
the name of the Gatehouse, at which liis property 
commences, and whence one may drive six-and* 
twenty mUes on end to Ballinahinch Castle, the 
family seat, without passing out of it It was 
the boast of Martin, or it was said perhaps for 
him, that " the king's writ would not run in Con- 
namara;" hut if such was ever the case, the cause 
of its lameness has long ceased to exist 
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There is an excellent barrack at Oughteraide, at 
present, however, unoccupied. There is also a 
neat little CathoUc chapel, built of liuestooe, i^ch 
ivas erected by subscriptioB ; and no leas than thrto 
.hoteb, the interior of none of which did I see, as I 
.proceeded direct to the residence of Mr. Boyce, 
who is married to a sister ef Mr. LyncL "Die 
family pressed me kindly to pass some time with 
them, hut I was compelled to mi^e my usa«] 
excuse of want of time. Mr. Boyce exerted hira- 
' self to get me a good horse and car for Ballina- 
Uncb, but I believe there was hut one availabte 
horse to b« had in the town-; at least, notwithstand- 
.ing all his intercession, it was a sorry brute that 
mts at last brought out for me ; and the car, judg- 
ing from ita rickety state, had, Uke the poor animal 
seen better days: they were somewhat akin to 
the kin^s writ>T— they would not run. As I m- 
tBoded, however, to go no farther that night than 
to Flynn's, the half-way house, I concluded they 
would serve my turn. The two sloping m&ea 
•ef the hills, between which the first part of the 
road was carried along the enclosed valley, wen 
-extremely barren, but their wild and lonely cha- 
raeter, and the idea of this route being but little 
frequented by strangers, gave to the country on 
interest which ethenvise it could lay no claim to. 
But as I journeyed onwards, I hailed the delightful 
prospect of soon entering among the mountains of 
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Connamara, to which 1 had looked fbnrard witfi 
gi«Kt interest, ereii hePore my departure from 
' England. 

The only human beings I had to encounter in 
the. course of the route were two or three smaH 
detached parties employed in making or mending 
the road : the rest of this evening's journey was p«- 
formed without meeting another creature. TUft 
part of the country, indeed, appeared to be un^ 
inhabited; at least I did not remark any houses, or 
even cabins, on either side of the road. I waa 
not sorry, therefore, when towards the close of the 
day I drove up to the door of Mr. Flynn, wli6 
keeps the half-way house between Oughterarde 
and Ballinahinch. This name of Balhnahinch 
-reminds me of « stoiy I have heard you tell, cen- 
£emmg the late Lady Macartney's first visit to 
Ireland, when (mce, on obserring the girl at the 
inn, *rfw) acted as chamber-maid, to be very dirty 
about her neck and arms, her ladyship said, " My 
■young Woman, do you never wash yourseifr — 
" Wash !" exclaimed the girl, as loud as she conld 
vociferate, "ie it wash you manef — the devil a 
inisfa since Ballinahinch fair." 

But I ton just entering Mr. Flynn's house. Ob 
mdcing my bow to the inmates, being somewhat 
moistened by the rain, I walked forward into the 
kitchen, which I found full of people of various de- 
scriptions, who had collected there in consequence 
of being employed on the repairs of the road. This 
L 2 
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party were, under the diiectioD of a superiatending 
engineer, blasting the rocks, and preparing mate- 
rial close to Mr. Flynn's house. They too being 
wet were clustered round the fire, but most civilly 
and imjnediately gave place, on observing that I 
was a. stranger; I did not, however, long enjoy my 
position as, on looking up, I saw suspended just 
over my head a whole re^ment of hams and flitches 
ci bacon, whose solid fat, feeling the e%ct of the 
fire, began to 



Tim, BUd naolTC ittclt into ■ dmr, 
which dew was dripping plentifidly upon my 
riiouldere ; I therefore, without further loss of dme, 
decamped frinn the kitchen, which was imme- 
diately on the right of the entrance; opposite to 
it, on the left, was a small narrow apartment, 
with two beds placed head and foot together, and 
completely occupying one side of the room, the 
fire-ptace being opposite. These appeared to be 
the ouly rooms on the ground-floor, but there was 
a story above them. 

Mr. Flyim, I had heard, was formerly Mr. Mar- 
tin's coachman. I found him an exceedingly re- 
spectable and civilly- disposed man, and his wife 
DO less obliging. You have read Inglia's book 
— 80 had I — you may therefore suppose that the 
first object of my curiosity was to get a sight of 
that " magnificent creature, the daughter of the 
hostess, with a fine expressive, and somewhat aris- 
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tocratic face, and a form of perfect symmetry ;" in 
short, the finest specimen of an Irish girl he had 
seen in all Ireland. What can I, having now seen 
this paragon of perfection, say more ? Only this, 
—•that I do not much like the word magnificent; I 
think it, as Polonius says, " an ill phrase" when- 
applied to a beautiful young woman, and is better 
fitted for some middle-aged embonpoint duchess- 
dowager; — majestic, in the present case, I take to 
be more appropriate — 



8at nuekncH, beighten'd by msjeatie gnce. 
Miss Flynn is, in simple truth, a very fine and 
beautiful girl ; tall, yet extremely graceful; possess- 
ing one of the most amiable expressions of counte> 
nance I almost ever beheld ; and yet, with all her 
beauty, and all the praises that have been lavished 
upon her, and of which she has no doubt heard' 
something, she appeared to be perfectly free jron» 
all vanity, willingly and good-humouredly going to 
her work, assisting her mother to cook the dinner, 
lighting the fire in the apartment I was to occupy, 
and serving up the dinner when ready : her dress 
was plain and neat, not put on for the occasion appa^ 
renrty, but of every day's wear. She has a younger 
sister, who is also a pretty, good-humoured, pleas- 
ing-looking damsel, and promises to be no less 
remarkable than, though probably not so fine % 
figure of a woman as, her sister. 
Whilst dinner was preparing for me, I made att 
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attempt to a40«nd a hill at the back of the house, 
but after trudging some distance over a bog, and 
4ii4iiig myself a nuBerable h^nd at bog-trottigg, 
bong coiiBtantly above my ankles in wet sludge, 
m they call it, I g^ve up the. pursuit It ia rather 
QKoarkabie, as I afterwards found, that all the hills 
and mountains of Conaamaja have large patches, of 
bag, Uke. so many plvsterB, on their akiping sides. 
, I had not been long at Flynn's before another 
traveller, on a little ambling poney, rode up .to the 
door; and Mrs. Flyun whispered in my ear, with a 
little degr»e of consternation, as I thought, that it 
itaa the ganger. . There was a time when no sudi 
person ventured to pass the Gatehouse. About the 
banning of the present century, Mardn of Gialway 
antoctaiufldthe.Loed- Lieutenant, who, having tasted 
awte very superior claret, inti|uired of his host the 
]Bii:e, and where he got it. Martin answered the 
fintner part of the question, mentioning something 
xaey. low, on which his guest observed, " That surely 
is sxcKisive of duty." " Duty, my lord !" said 
Martin, " wa know nothing (H duties in Comia- 
■Bora." It would seem the king's gauger at that 
tine could no moi« run beyond the Gatehoase 
than the kin^ writ. 

Ahnost immediately after the gauger came a 
tfciild gentleman, in one of the usual jaunting-cars 
flf the county ; both from the dheotion of Oughte- 
rarde. Now, as there were only two beds and one 
WBta, at> least below stairs, it was evident that, eVen 
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if I were lucky enough to be the occupier of oner 
of the beds, I should have the pleasure ot a com- 
panioQ in the other. As both of the nevlyarrivftd 
partiee ^peated to he well known to Mrs. Flyno/ 
I began to dread that it would fall to my lot to wrap 
myself up in my cloak, and aleep on the floor, a 
mode of paseing the night which, though pretty 
well uBod to in my northern rambles, is not to 
bs coveted. On expressing some doubts as to the 
arrangement Usat oould be made, Mrs. Fljim at 
once put ma at my ease, by quoting the old fH-overb 
of "first come, first served," and giving me the 
choice of beds. The ganger however occupied 
the second, and I heard Mrs. Flynn tell the third 
gentleman diat she would give up her own bed to 
him ; but whether he wae ungallant enough to ac- 
cept the offer I know not, as I saw nothing mora 
of him. 

My friend tiie gauger asked pennission to join 
me at dinner, to which I readily assented. I found 
him an agreeable, well-informed man: he had 
oommenced life in the Comnuseariat Department, 
and was attached to the aimy of occupation At 
Brussels. He seemed to take pleasure in the re-< 
collection of those days, and entered freely into 
oonversfUaon. Dinner being dispatched, we both 
agreed that the best way of passing the evening 
would be, if possihle, to get up a Uttle dance ; ac- 
CArdingly we took an opportunity of connntnucaling 
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OUT wishes to Mias Flynn, who seemed to he of the 
same way of thinking, and entered with great cor- 
diality into our views. I now began to look for' 
ward to the pleasure of being her partner in the 
dance, and anticipated tio small d^ree of satislac- 
tion at the idea of witnessing the manner in which 
so fine a figure would acquit herself; but, alas! 
there was no fiddler at baud, and the night was so 
stormy and wet, that this important personage could 
not be sent for, and, if he were summoned, in all 
probability would not have come. I bore up ag^jist 
the disappointment with that becoming fortitude 
which I have long since leamt to display on such 
occasions ; so, bidding good night to the ganger, I 
tumbled into bed with the detennination of falling 
fast asleep and forgetting my disappointment. 

Having previously engaged the car in which I 
came ^t»n Oughterarde to take me on to Ballina- 
hinch and Clifden, I was up at daybreak, and 
started off on my journey. For my own part, 
nothing delists me more than to be up at eariy 
sun-rise, when " the repose of night is yet upon the 
earth, and the calm of the early mortHng is more 
perfect and unbroken than that of evening." We 
were now getting last into the nudst of the moun- 
tains, which became bolder and loftier as we ad- 
vanced, the road lying mostly over the bogs at 
their feet, which were quite elastic, bending under 
the horse's feet at every step he took. A succession 
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of Bmall lakes continued on our left, some of them 
very pretty sheets of water, on the banks of one of 
which is situated the house of the Dean Mahon, to 
whom I had a letter of introduction from Mr. 
Browne, but did not make use of it On a river 
issuing from a lake near the Dean's, there was good- 
fishing with the fly. I had passed a dwelling called 
the Receat, belonging to Mr. Steely, the contractor 
for keeping the roads in repiur, where travellers may 
find accommodation for the nighL 

Not far from the Dean's is Ballimihinch Castle, x 
large, plain-looking building, situated close to a 
lake, from which a rapid salmon-stream descends 
to the southward, into Roundstone Bay ; here Mr. 
Martin has built, or rather Mr. Nimmo has built 
on his ground, a small village, with the view of 
making the bay an export and import station. It 
is one of those numerous inlets that intersect Con- 
namara, just outside the Bay of Galway: it has 
depth of water enough for large vessels, but at 
present there are said to be some rocks which 
must be removed before it can be considered per- 
fectly acces^le and safe. It appears well sheltered 
from the westerly winds, as it opens directly to the 
southward. The neighbouring Bay of Biterbuy, 
which is contiguous, is reported equally good, and 
more extensive. I was the bearer of a letter to 
Mr. Martin ; but, as ray asual ill-luck would have 
it, I heard that he was absent, but expected daily. 
His family however were residing there ; and, had 
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i^ time aUowod me to stop, I have no donbt [ 
ejioiild have diaied that welcome and hospitidity 
for which they are so well knowa 
. The mountunrTaage of Maam Turk was on my' 
light the whole way from Flynn's to Ballinahincfa; 
Etid an inferior range (tf hills on the left, saBting thair 
aambre ahadows on the intervening valley, from one 
aide or the otiier as the day advanced : but at Bel- 
Itoi^nch I fJDBnd.myaeU amidst the^endidmrnm^ 
tains called the Twelve Fins, situated on the right, 
(heir oomoal tops nedog to the height of (rem two 
thousand to two thousand five hundred feet ; the 
loftiest bearing the name of iMIery. A good deal 
of this mountain-tract belongs t« Mr. Mortinj who 
has opened marble, quames, which are said to pro- 
duce a beautiful light-green steatite, and a bottle- 
greenaerpentine. 

. Having: started from the. half-way lu>uae at a 
wy eariy houi^ I was not sorry to arrive at the 
hotel of ChiCden, a small town situated about ea 
. miles to the west of Ballinahinch« in time to take 
a» late break&tst, for whifh the mountain-air had 
givui me a keen appetite. Clifden is a very neat 
tnnii, quite new, as its adjunct of Newton (which 
is often used in Ireland) implies. Indeed, some 
tmnty years ago, not a house was seen where the 
towB now stands, but only a few straggling cottages, 
whose inhabitants were mostly employed in digging 
turf out of the bogs for exportation to Galway. 
The houses are good, and it has a considerable 
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coasting trade. The population is eetiauted to be, 
fram 150@ to 2000. The liberal tecma on which 
Mr. D'Aicy lets bis land haw giren gre^ en^- 
aauragement to thoee who may dsaire to build : it 
i? evideotly a thriving place, andi having a tolenr 
b^ good harbour in the Bay of Ardbear, the trade, 
is likely to inoreaae along wi^L the town- 

I walked by tbe aide of the river on which the, 
tBwn^is buiUi'down to tim harbour, frtHu whenoe at 
a, abort distmce is the castellated house of Mx. 
lyAixy, very dalightfully situated od the slope of 
tfae bill at the ectranse of the bay, which it feceo,, 
and sheltered from the westerly winds j tbe plantar 
ations on tJiis acoount seem to tbriye remarkably 
well. Qn wtuening by the upper road< ft cJiannuig 
«en is aflbrded of the little town of CU&ien, witb its 
white bouses backed by the b^h, broken, and de* 
nuded moUBtaine of tbe Twelve Fine of Beoabola. 
on the broad and rocky sides of which tfae light and 
shade were boautifuUy playing, as tbe clouds flittod 

aCTOBB the BUD. 

It was not without some difficulty that I pKH 
oured a Wiicle to carry me on to Leemuie, the, 
abode of Big Jack Joyce, on the Leftbankof tfaeJTi^'. 
lery Harbour. A jaunting-car was now no longer to 
be procured for the road on whiob I had to pro- 
ceed ; and, anticipatii^ the nature of the country 
through which I was to pass, it would have been a 
piece of foolish pride to reject a conveyance of any 
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description : the one I obt^ned was such as in Eng- 
land would be called a butcher's cart I had ihe 
satisfaction, however, to find an excellent little faorae 
attached to it ; but was told at Chfden that I must 
not expect to reach the house of Joyce before daric, 
as the road is almost impassable, so that in many 
parts we should scarcely proceed beyond a walk. 
Judge of my agreeable surprise then on 6nding it, 
in most places, as good a road as one could wish to 
travel on. The fact is, my informant must have 
alluded to the old road, which I understood to be 
as bad as it had been described. The new one was 
only finished this year. 

Shortly after leaving Chfden we came upon a 
part of the road in an unfinished state, where a 
party of some dozen remarkably fine-looking fel- 
lows were busily employed. Two of them, in 
perfect good humour, placed their spades across 
upon a level ^ith the horse's breast, and brou^t 
us to a stand-still, declaring that we must pay toll. 
It so happened my pocket was encumbered with 
coppers, which I threw out amongst them, but 
these Conni^aara boys seemed mightily displeased ; 
at least they did not even deign to pick them up, 
but allowed me to pass on, without making a 
single remark of any kind, though they were evi- 
dently disappointed, which I was sorry for, but con- 
soled myself by thinking they were, at all events, 
not in a state of destitution. 
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The road leading to the residence of Joyce pro- 
ceeds northerly at first, along the coast, and passes 
close to the bay and village of Ballinakill, a small 
fishing place, where the people seemed in very 
poor circumstances, the children being wrapped 
in pieces of blanketing, thrown loosely over them. 
'Die mouth of the little harbour is directly exposed 
to the wide Atlantic. Prom hence we turned off to 
the eastward, leaving on our left the high preci- 
pitous promontory of Renvyle, on which is situated 
the dwelling of Mr. Blake, a gentleman to whoip, 
and to the members of his family, the public is in- 
debted for those beautiful and amusing " Letters 
from the Irish Highlands." 

. We now doubled the extreme westerly base of 
the Twelve Rns, leaving this fine cluster of moun- 
tains on our right. The scenery here is bold, wild, 
and solitary; and for this Hike it the more. Astray. 
cabin here and there appeared in the recesses of the 
mountains, with now and then a solitary female 
hanging over the wicket of the door. We soon came 
in sight of the Killery harbour. This is a singular 
inlet of the sea, running up eight or nine miles 
into the heart of die mountain, like a narrow, deep 
canal, in which the largest ship of the line may find 
water enough, but the width is not more than three- 
quarters to one-eighth of a mile. It is hemmed 
in on one side by the base of the mountain-peaks of 
the Fins and their branches, and on tiie other by 
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tha Muibea, ami the mountainoiu prauaiitory of 
Monifik. It thus bean a aeaxer resemblanoe to a. 
Nonvegian fiord dian any other inlet I have SMn 
6nt of that couDtry, — for inferior, however to those 
noble fiords of Norway, ao many of «^ich I cronad 
two years ago. The Killery is not much &e(|^ented 
by sabnon, but the multitude ci cranes, curlews and 
gulls asemed to indicate the presence a£ other kinds 
offish. 

This inlet ia in the very heart of Joyce's coun- 
ty, of which Big Jack is couBidered to be the chie^ 
and repreacntativa of his gigantic family. His 
habttataon is nauer the upper ihaa the lower end. 
uid on the south »de of the harbour. It was jurt 
gatting dusk when I drove up to the door in iby 
butcher's cart Big Jack himself, a stera-lodting- 
laan, of mormous muwular power, with, an arm 
Wie Hercules, came out to receive me ; and on my 
idling if he could accommodate me with a night's 
Ipdgiog, he at onoe said yea, — ^beggsd me to aUght 
and walk in. I saw by his manner that he was 
«wy crrilly disposed, and the first indication of it 
was, his intercession with Mrs. Joyce to pcepare 
aomething for me to eat Bacon aiul eggSj my old 
Norwegian diet nere the bill of fare ; and a plen- 
tiful supply of potatoes accompanied the diah to 
table. My large host enttired into conversatioa 
unreservedly, and I asked him to be good enough to. 
give me his company at dinner, but he civilly de- 
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tdutfld, saying hs. had already diiwd. >Oii it})« JK»' 
^&a«> being produovd, L hoped he would lui sW^ 
vo to dfink alona, but it waa not without noucilr 
qotisaty I could prevail u|>«n him to ta^ a ongiA. 
gla», which he did only, he said, i» w«lcama a^t 
mrivaL " Tempora mtdcmtttr" thought I,, antt 
BOoe of us are changed with thorn i br it nmt 
qearcely a twelremonth since Inglis vuitMl binu 
wbaa " loom was found oq the table for a dcHibbr 
^mbA fiagoa of whiskey, and water appeond t«^ 
a beverage not much io repute." The mytteryt 
was sooa unriddled, by his telling me that ha— t 
^yoe, of all men in the world — had heconiB. m 
member of a tsmpwaoco souety 1. and bad taluai,tt 
Tsw (on three months' trial) tui tti drink ^ijitta[ 
aew and exMpt on aach an occaeioQ as the pi»m«lv 
9lid when oacessary to do ^ meiiouudly. Bfbi 
boweyer, gave me to underatand that Iw had tidtaa 
his fair ^lare of potheen ia his day, and ma 
nothing the worse for it. 

. It is to be hoped that thiahoneat fellow mUl not 
endeavour to prevail on his poor neighboius to 
forego entirely this necessary beverage ; absolutely 
necessary, as I am assured by a medical gentle- 
1 man of great eminence, to prevent scorbutic habits 
in those whose chief or sole food is the potato, 
which Cobbett not improperly called " the root of 
poverty." Bice has not much more nutrition in it 
than potatoes, and yet the millions of India and 
China feed upon Uttle else; but they never eat it 
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aUme; it ia either dressed in the shape of curries, or 
highly Beaaoned with pepper and other hot spices, 
which answers the purpose of whiskey. The big> 
Joyces may safely abstain : their beef and mutton, 
their bacon, eggs and butter have supplied, and 
will continue to supply, them with a covering of 
solid muscle. A man who can faoast of posaessing 
ninety head of bullocks, besides milch-cows, six 
hundred bead of sheep, with pigs and poultry in 
abundance, may make a virtue of abstinence from 
spirituous liquors, but the poor labouring potato- 
eater requires something to qualify the poverty of 
his food ; something, were it of no other use than 
to create as exhilaration of spirits, and tause a mo- 
mentary forgetlulness of his deplorable condition. 
" Blessings on the mao," said Sancho Panza, " who 
invented sleep! it covers one all over as with a 
blanket." Blessings on the man, says Pat, who 
invented potheen; it brings one's heart into the 
mouth; it's better than an outside coat"; it makes 
one spake out, and care not a fig for the Pope, the 
priest, or the devil. 

* Tbe follDwiaf; ii m itaiiu hom an Iriih Baccbuialiui long, 
" VHiJ I Uquar of life ?" ■ddieated to whiikejf : — 
" Hbdj*!! the qnondam fight we're had, 
And manj a time you made me mad. 
Bat while I've a heart, it never can be lod 
Whea you imile at me, full on tbe tablej 
Sucely you ar« my wife and biothei — 
Uy only child — my fathei and mother — 
My nUiide coai — I have no otbei — 
Ob t 111 rtand by you, while I am able." 
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- After dinner Joyce and I had an agreeable tiie- 
a-tete converaatioD. One of the first subjects he dis- 
cussed was the dread that our countrymen seem to 
have of travelling through Connamara. He said he 
really believed that all who bad gone through his 
country (speaking of strangers) expected to have 
their throats cut, and asked me if I had entertained 
no fears myself. I told him none whatever, but 
admitted that my friends in England had cautioned 
me not to enter his country alone. This amused 
Joyce amazingly, observing that he supposed the 
people of England thought them all savages ; but 
he hoped now that, for the last two or three years, 
the ice had been broken, his countrymen would be 
better known. I found that in the present year one 
of my friends, the Rev. Edward Stanley, and in 
1834 another, Mr. Greig, had paid him a visit ; 
he spoke in high terms of both these gentlemen, 
and said he should always be proud of receiving 
Englishmen in his house. I can only say, from 
the short experience I have had, that in no part of 
the country have I hitherto met with people more 
harmless or better disposed ; and on his question- 
ing me closely as to the treatment I had expe- 
rienced, and what I thought of his countrymen, I 
told him they appeared to me an uncommonly 
fine race of men, very good-humoured, and ex- 
tremely respectful and polite in their behaviour to 
strangers; that all I had met, few enough it must 
be admitted, nooved their hats as they passed me 
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on the rosd, a mark of respect raroly paid (as I 
have obserred in every country through which I 
have travelled) is the aei^ibourhood of lai^ 
towns. Joyce seemed to think it odd that thra* 
parts should so long be held in such iU-reput^ 
and supposed it could only be owing to certain 
parties wiE^uOg to keep folks away from it. hy givto|; 
it a bad Dame; but he was glad. to find that a 
diange was fast taking place. 

Time passed very pleasantly, and I could have 
aat up talking with mine host till a late hour, but 
he would not allow me to do so, observing that I 
had done a hard dt^'s work in the way of tra^ 
wiling, and must necessarily be fati^ued,.aod dterfr- 
faie he sent me off to bed to get a good night's 
rast I had not been in bed mai^ minutes when L 
hoard in the kitchen, hard by, some comic singing 
going fonnird in a man's voice ; he seemed to haTe 
some humour in him, and succeeded at l^t ia 
affi)rding much anmsement to his audience, whom 
he kept in a roar of lau^^itei:, and 1 fimcied 1 could 
particularly distinguish the stentorian lungs of Jack 
Joyce hinufllf. If I had boon aamenhat less fa- 
tigued, I should have almost Cslt disposed to leaive 
my couch, and join the merry group ; but as it 
was I remained quiet, listening to what was godng 
fbrwsod. After two or three songs all was sud- 
denly still, and, falling into the ansa of Morpheiut 
I heard no more. 

The following morning, however, I questioned 



:,q,t,=cdbvGoOgle 



MtuSm.] oaNKaMABA.. 35&^ 

the younger part o( the fitmily, and laanit that ' 
thay had engaged a man tn come foim a dietonce t« 
sing a &w comic soo^ to make them laugh ; «id< 
tba4' the reason of their memmHiLt bo 3Aoa oeoBing- 
was, that Mr. Joyce, feacfiil I should bo disbmbed' 
by the noise, would not ^llow. t^em to haav mora> 
than two or tJiree Btmga. However flatterad- I 
might be to loam this trait of kind feding, on the" 
part (£ thia worthy nuuk tovardfr a perfect straogar ' 
like myself, I waa etxtremaly hurt to find tiiat I- 
should have been the cause of dspriving the youn^- 
people of their amusement, t» obtain whitdi hod- 
Wry probably been as arraagemeiit of scmedays- 
ioithifi remote neighboucbeod. 

Joyce's fanuly consiets of his g«ed lady, who 
^n^s DO EngU^, a quiot person, appanntly QCf; 
in. good health] four sons. and a daughter, die latter 
a w«U-grown girl of about thirteen or tbvrteen, wha 
promises to be good-looking and intelligent. O&s 
of the BODB, I was informed, ia aacriad and linng 
ONvay from home, but the aeiumd son was rendiBg 
with his pareote^-a. young nun of immense statur^. 
(MTtainly not under six feet four or Svm inches, for- 
midable enough io his person, but of mildfaatuns, 
and maDDBia ; an aUiaoce was r^ortsd as riwut to 
tahe place between him and Mira Flynn — " puas 
ram paribus facillimfe congregantur." The otheK 
tnw sons are mere boys, both good-looking, but. 
qot remarkably so. In addition to iham, thflia. 
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wen under his roof two poor orphan boys, the 
nephews of Mrs. Joyce, and I was much gratified 
to learn from the eldest of these, a smart lad of 
about fifteen, that nothing could exceed the kind- 
ness of their uncle towards them — ^that they were 
in all respects treated as his own sons. IUb 
is certainly highly creditable to him ; and when 
I tell you of the anxious attention he bestows 
on the education of his fiunily, aad that he has 
a tutor in the house to instruct them, you will 
agree with me that he is no ordinary man. The 
tutor ia Mr. O'Connor, a lineal descendant of 
Roderick 0*Connor, King of Connaught, and of 
all Ireland, as I was duly informed by Mr. Joyce, 
when he .introduced him to me. Mr. O'Connor 
spears an intelligrat, unassuming young maq, 
and pays great attention to the instruction of th? 
younger part of the family, who, on the morn- 
ing following my arrival, were busily empl<^red 
for four or five hours tt^ether in tlieir various 
studies. Mr. Joyce told me that every branch of 
his family bad learned aometktng in their time, 
himself the least of all, and that some of them 
knew Latin. He expressed himself exceedingly 
desirous of knowing something more of the world 
than he did; and I told him that, on my arrival 
n England, I would send him a book or two that 
might afford him both amusement and instruct 
tion. This pleased him much, and he expressed 
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hunself in tama of tliankM acknowledgment for 
my intentions*. 

In the course of conversation, I asked him- if 
many of those Irish amusements called Patierm 
(Patrons) — which we should call fights, as they 
generally end in — were held in his country, as Inglis 
gives an account of one he had witnessed not far 
off. On my mentioning the name of Inglis, he told 
me be had read his book ; that he thought be was 
a very well-meaning man, and, as far as he could 
judge, took a right view of things, but that he had 
made too much of him (Joyce), as be was not so 
great a person as Inglis gave him out to be. With 
regard to my question respecting the Patterns, be 
said that they were held now and then, and that at 
the last Sahit-day a great row was very nearly 
taking place, in which the contending parties were 
on the point of proceeding to a deadly conflict. 
Joyce said be thought it right to interfere, but they 
were not much disposed to listen to him at first. 

* On mf ratncn, I •ent Iiim " Goldnoith't Oeognph;," and 
•oms of "Pinnocl^ Cstecbumi,*' (cii whieh ha wiota that ba 
wu «migbtf thuJcful, and ^Ktly idmirad them," exprnaiiig ■ 
wi*h foi a " l^theon." — I h»e Mot him " Hfat'i," •dmirad 
ha Hji, ia ezpremng hi* thanlu^ by vttrj one who wai it. 
■■Hie peuanti,'' he tap, "hare m Teiy bad proapect for thia 
}e«i(lB36)u there ia no taka on fi«h heie,thatbeiiif; the chief 
mBau they had of maldng their leat. The tithei are collecting 
in Um County Hajo lapidlj ; and (he panoni aie thieatening to 
file a bill in the Court of Exchaquei against thij eoimtjr (Qalway), 
to bring them in for two yean tithe, which, if it talua, will bring 
them down to tba l<nrett atata of iadigenee," 
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"HiWHver," said he, "I Boon frightened them into 
it 'Will you behave?' says I ; ' if you don't, I'H 
hafffi the gan^ out, and give both sides of ye a 
snghty good walloping.' " The ^ord it would seem 
"Was enough — the combatants to<A the hint, tmd 
laid down tfaeir shillelt^hs. No wonder — a gang 
of the Joyces, judging trcaa Tvhat I saw of them, 
miiBt indeed be a formidable body to eicounter. 

"" He was not so great a person as Inglis gave him 
out."— From this modest remark I conclude he ia 
Bet at all acquainted ' wHh his pedigree. In point 
eS fact, the Joyces are an old Galway family of 
English descent Hardyman says, in his " History 
of Galway,"— "Thomas Joyce came first to Ireland 
in the reign of Edward I. His wife brought hink 
a son on his voyage from Wales, whom he named 
Mae Mdra, ' Son of "^e Sea ;' and from him were 
descended the Bspt of the Joyces, a race of men 
Tsmariiable ftrr their extraordinary stature, who, 
ioT centuries past, inhabited the mountainous dis- 
tnct c^lttd, from them, Joyce's Country." 

Sir William Beetfaaih, who is well inEormed in 
all ^t relates to Irish history, corroborates this 
in a letter to a friend of mine. "The Joyces," he 
says, "having elbowed out some of the O'Malies 
or (^Flaherties, possessed themselves of their te^ 
ritories ; they were originally merchants of Gal- 
way, and obtained lands by purchase, to which 
their name was attached afterwards. They pror 
bably acquired their country about the tima of 
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■Edward III. or Richard II., that is in the four- 
teeath century. The whole of Connaught threw 
off the English authority and law about the end 
d Ae fourteesth century, and the town of Galway 
was governed 1^ tix lusyar under the cioQ tow, the 
proceedings of wM(^ commenced in tin name at 
the Holy Trinity. The Joyces have been always 
considered as one of the twelve tribes of Ga>way 
Town*." 

As yet I hare said nothing of Joyce's dwell- 
nig, which is a good sabstantia] -sort of form'- 
house. On the Isfl of the entraace is the kitchen, 
cm tbe right a little parlour, which was my eitting- 
TBom, and from this was partitioned off a small 
apartment, answering the purpose of a bed-romn. 
B^nd these was Uie school-room. Thekitchea 
aoswerad the double pnvpoae of a s1ee|Mng apart- 
ment for the family, and around it were placed 
three or four huge bedsteads, each, I should think, 
capable of holding nearly half-a-dozen people if 
occamon requirad. A large cMmaey, with a gl«- 

* Sii Winiun Bartlism wUim that he findi ia one of hii HSBi 
nndei the name of Jagce, h foUowt : — " Domiiiiu Thmat JojM 
ex itiipe Re^i Britamiin give WsUiai aut Angliff Bppulit in 
Hibenua TmrnoDienai; daiit in morem Rouerwn ffBrien ex 
iwniiii iUiBtiiiiiiBi Dmniiii Q'Btmii iitius pronncue princifoa. 
Inde eluis lus ttajioanB mare, in oecLdentalem partem ConoaciB 
Iiabuit, ex ea an])!! man natus fuit Mar-Mnrah, id eat filiom maiii 
Btmcnpavit. Hie loci iitiita principatum teneni, Taiiai terraiam 
parte* iettiu ptovlocia occopavit, quae ad h«c uaque Umpora 
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rioufl fire, pretty well occupied one side of the 
kitchen, and a large iron pot, full of potatoes, 
seemed to be in constant demand. But besides 
the culinary apparatus, there were one or two weav- 
ing machines in the room, and some half-dozen 
girls, whom I suppose to have been occasional la- 
bourers; these were variously emplt^ed, some in 
combing and preparing wool (the greater part of 
which was black) for the spinning-wheel, others in 
spinning it by the wheels, which were in constant 
operation, making a buzzing noise- not unlike that 
of a large blue-bottle fly — so that the kitchen was 
the whole morning a busy scene. A dog and cat 
seemed to make themselves quite at home, but 
not so the pig ; wheDever he intruded his nose 
within the doorway, he was unceremoniously kicked 
out again ; the ducks too were sent waddling off 
in double quick time; the cocks and hens however 
were on better terms, and frequently paid me a vbit 
in the parlour. Immediately in front of Joyce's 
house, on a stump stuck into the ground, was a 
small sun-dial, with the figures cut upon a piece 
of black slate, the handywork, I have little doubt, 
of Mr. O'Connor. 

It was my intention to have proceeded early 
in the morning on my way to a small hotel, 
called Maam Lodge, near the head of an inlet of 
Lough Corrib, where I had appointed Mr. Lynch's 
boat to be in readiness to receive me; but the 
clouds appearing in the morning to hang in dense 
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masses upon the mountfun tops, and shroud their 
sumAiits from the view, rolling down their sides 
and thickening in their descent, sufficiently por- 
tended an approaching deluge of rain, which soon 
commenced, and continued till midday. I thought 
of Washington In-ing's " Stout Gentleman," as I 
stood leaning over the half-door, watching the 
drops of rMn trickling from the straw of the 
thatched roof into the puddles below, " in one dull 
continued monotonous patter-patter-patter ;" and 
I could not but envy the noisy ducks, the only 
creatures that seemed to take any enjoyment in 
the weather. 

As it was impossible to move out without run- 
nings the risk of being drowned, I remained quietly 
in-doors, conversing with mine host, who every 
moment gained upon me, and satisfied me that he 
was a strong-minded as well as a strong-bodied man. 
The subjects we touched upon were — those of all 
Others I dislike most — politics and religion, — both 
of which however are almost unavoidable in Ireland. 
Big Jack was a great admirer of Lord John Russell ; 
nay, he even thought him one of the finest cha- 
racters of the age. With regard to religion we 
agreed, that it would be most desirable the Protes- 
tants and Catholics would shake hands and be 
friends ; and, at all events, that the less one party 
interfered with the opinions of the other the better; 
that every man should adhere to that religion in 
which he was brought up, provided he saw no con- 
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viocing reason for chan^ng it. There was no 
danger of our differing on these points. We next 
passed on to geography, and Joyce desired me to 
tell him something of the different countries in which 
I had travelled; and when I had done he expressed 
his surprise that so young a man as I appeared 
should have seen so much. He talked to me of 
Lord Mulgrave's visit through various parts of 
Ireland: said he was in Connamara, and passed 
through Joyce's country, hut did not stay at Lee- 
Dane, contenting himself with merely paying his 
respects to the sovereign thereof, but promised to 
spend a day with him next year, and to bring Lady 
Mulgrave with him, Joyce said he saw a great 
likeness between Lord Mulgrave and myself, which 
of course was highly flattering to be thought to 
bear even a very distant resemblance to the Lord 
Lieutenant, the greatest man in the country — next 
to big Joyce. 

The weather having cleared up, and the aiter- 
noon proving fine, Joyce provided me with another 
butcher's cart, similar to the one I had already 
travelled in, remarking, that next year he hoped 
to have a proper jaunting-car, as he found that 
the visits of travellers were likely to be increased, 
and he also talked of enlai^ng his house for their 
better accommodation. The eldest of the boys (of 
whom I have spoken) drove me. The horse was 
refractory, and stopped at every peat-stack on the 
road. It was with great difficulty they could get 
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him to more from the stables. Hie animal was 
good but obstinate, and the boy told me that he 
knew he should have as much difficulty in holding 
him in, on his return, as be had to make him more 
a step with his back turned from home. 

The road from Joyce's continued through a. wild 
country, with lofty mountains on either side, with- 
»ut trees, or even brushwood, but clothed with 
grass and beautiful heaths, of which, besides the 
common species, there is one peculiar to Ireland, 
and a tall one bearing clusters of clear white 
flowers. A great number of horned-cattle and 
^eep were browsing on the mountwn-sides, the 
former often perched on the edges of the clifis, just 
as I have seen them in the mountains of Norway, 
appearing as if they might at any moment tumble 
over the ledges of the rock. 

The whole of Connamara, of which Joyce's coun- 
try is only a narrow shp, separated from the rest 
by the Maam Turk Mountain, affords good grazing, 
particularly in the defiles of the mountains. The 
farms are generally large, many from five hun- 
dred to one thousand acres, well stocked with cattle 
■and sheep, producing butter and wool for export, suf- 
ficient for the payment of their rent, but they make 
no cheese : it, is, indeed, remarkable that in none of 
tiie dairy-famu along the mountainous coast is any 
cheese made, as far as I can learn, nor can 1 recol- 
lect to have seen this article in any one of the hotels 
or inns at which I have put up. The young women 
h2 
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employ a great part of their time in preparing .tlie 
wool for the wheel, in spinning it, and in knitting 
stockings, which are much celebrated for their neat> 
ness, softness, and warmth. The men weave a sort 
of warm, grey frieze cloth for clothing and blankets ; 
the women have it dyed red, for their cloaks and 
petticoats, which is almost the universal colour in 
Connamara. Their usual dress is a red jacket and 
red jietticoat, without stockings or shoes. 

Fish are in great abundance on the coast, but 
the inhabitahta are very inexpert in taking them. 
The kelp, made from the sea-tangle, brings in a 
lai^e revenue; and the fucus, when used in its 
natural state, is an excellent manure for potatoes, 
barley, and oats : the barley is said to be mostly 
distilled (privately, where it can be done) into 
whiskey, in the retired recesses of the mountains 
and the islands. On the mountain-sides and in the 
valleys is abundance of bog; and turf and worsted 
stockings are considerable articles of export, by the 
way of Lough Corrib, to Galway. On the whole, 
I should conceive that Connamara, including Joyce's 
country, is capable of being converted into one of the 
most fertile and productive districts in Ireland ; and 
that, by means of the multitude of lakes, or tarns, 
as we should call them in the north of England, an 
easy water- communication might be made from 
every part of the district with Lough Corrib, and 
from thence to Galway. At the same time, by thus 
imiting the chain of lakes into one navigable canal. 
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the whole of the great valley and its recesses would 
be drained. Were this once accomptished, popu- 
lation would soon 6ow into this remote district. 
Indeed, I haTe heard that a branch of the Trap- 
pists are making an arrangement to establish them- 
. selves in Connamara, as tliey have done in the east, 
and their superior skill will be productive of a great 
deal of good. 

At present, however, there appears to he misery 
enough in this line of country. The cottages I 
passed were few and wretched, of a construction so 
humble, as scarcely to be discernible at the shortest 
distance,— the people ragged in their dress, and the 
children almost in a state of nudity. Painful as it 
is to see these little naked urchins, yet it is some- 
times ludicrous to look at the queer figures which 
some of the larger boys exhibit; to see a lad with 
one decent leg of a trowser, whilst the other has 
disappeared from the thigh altogether; and one 
of these lounging lads is rarely met with without 
having some portion of, the body left bare which 
is usually covered. .Indeed, it would be impossible 
for any one, who has not travelled in Ireland, to 
form a just conception of the rags and tatters 
which are hung upon men, women, and children. 
I believe there is nothing like it in the world 
besides. If by any possible chance a whole coat 
occurs among these trampers, it is carelessly 
thrown over tin shoulders, with the empty sleeves 
dangling by the side. Old regimental coats, once 
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red, but ftom wear and tear, age, scouring, and loag 
ezpoBuro to the air, now reduced to a dark, dingy 
brown, with many a patch of a diSe rent-coloured 
cloth, are oflen exhibited to the eye of the traveller 
on the king's high road. Gould you but see the 
strange-loiddng characters that have found their 
w«y into these coats> carelessly trudging along with 
a short tobacco-pipe, commonly called a dadeai, in 
tjie comer of their moutha ; the big shilelahs sloped 
across their shoulders, and all their worldly posses- 
sions tied up in a dirty bundle, suspended at the 
end of it— except, perhaps, some balf-dosen brats, 
one of whtHu rides pick-aback, while the mother 
brings up the rear with the other five,— you would 
indeed be astoaiahed how they drag out what must 
appear to every one but themselves so miserable an 
existence. 

We passed a few cottages on our route, which 
were very wretched ; some were built, or rather cut 
into the sloping of a hilt, so that one wail in fronts 
with the roof, was ^l that was required for their 
eoinpletion. The road side to Maam is excellent. 
An hour or two before sunset we drove up to the 
hot^, kept by Mr. Rourke, a neat, eombrtable 
house, built by Mr. Nimmo, fbr the aecommodatioQ 
fit the e&giueers who were emplt^d in making the 
roads. Here I found Mr. Lyncfa's boat waiting 
for me, according to appointment; but it was 
too late to tbivk of setting ^ail for Ciydagh that 
■i^t; and havisg a couple of hours of daylight* 
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I determined to employ them in aacending the hill, 
or mountain if I may bo call it, at the back of 
the hotel I have often mentioned the word moan- 
tain in writiiig to you, but you will bear in mind 
that the highest in all Ireland does not exceed 
three thousand six hundred feet, and that is at a 
short distance from the Lakes of KiUamey. The 
boatmen followed my steps, but the ascent was 
steep, and as it was necessary almost to run up to 
save daylight, my followers soon got tired of it, 
with the exception of the coxswain, who was a fine 
active fellow, and he fairly beat me. However, we 
bodi gained the summit in ^wut forty minutes, and 
I thought myself well repaid by the very extensive 
view we obtained over the whole of Lough Corrib, 
(An extent of surface about fifty thousaDd acres,) 
and the fine range of the Maam Turk mountain 
stretching in front of us, with the mountainous dis' 
trict of Mornsk behind us to the northward. 

llie situation of Maam Lodge is well chosen ; and 
more particularly as affording good sport, both for 
^looting and angling. Grouse are said to be plen- 
tiful, and so are wild ducks, on this comer of the 
lough: of the latter I can myself bear witness. 
Eagles too are reported to be abunduit on the 
highest crags ; but these, I imagine, would coma 
under the head of " wild sports." Grey crows 
(which also frequent the mountains of Norway) 
and magpies are very common throughout Conna- 
mara, and now and then a large sea-eagle (osn- 
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fragva) may be seen hovering over the summits of 
the mount^ns. The hotel of Maam is not only 
comfortable in all respects, but the fare is good and 
the charges reasonable. I had hare-soup, fish, a 
joint of meat, with all the et cetera* ; tea, bed, and 
breakfast — all for six shillings. 

On the fallowing morning I started in the boat 
for Clydagh House, a distance of twenty-one miles, 
which, after rowing down the creek, we ran under 
sail in little more than three hours. The weather 
was boisterous, and the lough much disturbed, the 
wind coming down the ravines of the mountain with 
tremendous force. This it is that renders boating 
on mountainous lakes so extremely dangerous. For 
my own part, I did not at all like our situation, but 
the stronger the puffs came, dashing us through tha 
waves, and nearly driving her bows under water— 
" That's Ui^avt" quoth the coxswain, " that's iti- 
gant!"^and all seemed so delighted, that I was loth 
to make them lovjer away, till 1 thought we were 
on the point of capsizing. 

We reached Clydagh, however, in safety; the 
men fell to their oars, and soon brought the boat to 
the shore. Thus ended my short but pleasant 
journey through Connamara, a district of Con- 
naught hitherto not very much frequented. 
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CLTDAGH TO QALWAT. 

Deieiiption of Clydaj^i— CsTgin Caatle— The CupnProperiy 
Tenure of Land — Education — Haynooth Cle^y— Povet of 
the Priesthood — Rosa Abbey — Gatvaj — Appearance of — Popu- 
UtioQ— Presentation Conveat— Bay of Galway— The Fiihery— 
Schemes for Rail-roudi to BUck-sod Bay, Galway, and Valentia 
— ShipvreelES on the ITest Coaat — Note on the wrecked Ship* 
of the Spaiush Aimada. 



Gahoaf, 2ltt September, IS3J, 

The last letter I addressed to you contained a 
sketch of my visit to Connamara. I shall now give 
you ashortaccountof the property of our friend. Sir 
Greorge Staunton, where, on my return, I resumed 
my quarters. The situation of Clydagli House is 
admirable. It possesses all the attractions that 
wood, water, and mountain-scenery can contribute 
to make a residence agreeable. It b embosomed in 
a dense wood, partly of young growth, and from the 
windows is a beautiful view of Lough Corrib, to 
the borders of which the grounds descend with a 
gentle declivity. This splendid lake is about twenty- 
five miles long and of various width, containing not 
less than fifty thousand acres, and is chequered in 
every part with small islands, some of naked rock. 
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and others of rock mingled with brushwood; on 
some may be seen the humble abodes of fisher- 
men, and on others a few sheep pasturing. Like 
other loughs of Ireland, Corrib abounds in fish. 
The salmon ascends to it by the papid stream that 
conveys its waters into Galway Bay, a distance 
of four or five miles bdow Hie lake. This fine 
piece of water b not always safe for s^ing vessels, 
OD account of the squalls from the mountains, and 
the numerous rocks just below the surface. AJ<m^ 
Hie shore, immediately before Clydagh House, and 
for some distance on each side of it, I observed a 
vast quantity of dark grey stones (black whsn 
wetted) of various sizes, tiill of cavities and round 
holes, as if perforated by some gigantic teredo. 
They appear to be one of the varieties of mountaia 
limestone, of which there are several on the whole 
of this coast of Ireland, containing chert nodules. 

The House of Clydagh is surrounded by about 
one hundred and eighty English acres of wood, sixty 
of which are of younger growth. The qinderwood is 
almost exclusively composed of hollies, which grow 
n^ur^y in the greatest abundance, and afford the 
finest cover for game, every variety of which abounds 
OD the eastern shore of Lough Corrib. 1 was told 
that forty-two couples of woodcocks were shot in 
one day in the wood of Clydagh in November, 
1834. Clydagh b only three miles from the town 
of Headford, where is a good market, and a daily 
post; it contains about 1400 inhabitants, and, as 
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I have already ti^ you, is the property of Mr. 
St. Georg«, whose poflBessioos in this part of the 
oouBty of G^way are not less than from 4000^ by 
30002. a year, left cbiefiy, if not wholly, to Catbidie 
toRaaits, to i^Kim he heare the character of being aa 
eiEoellent landlord. Here we have Mr. Lynch, of 
an aB»ent Cathtdk: fonuly, and Mr. St Geof^ 
a Protestant and Conservative, wil^ their Catholic 
and Protestant depeocleata and tenastB, Bring and 
mixing together on the most friendly t^-mB, undis- 
turbed either on account of political or reHgious 
opinions — and why? because ^tatioB has not 
found its way into tills part of the country*. 

Though the dwelling-house in which Mr. Lynch 
resides is called ClyoUgb, the oajae of the estate 
is Cargin, so ealled from one of those numerous 
old castles, now is ruins, wiuch are generally 

• Mr.fitO«Brgeii>fii>e,iioble.^ritedgnitlanaii. He hu 
nceu% nade tofa>sl«iuiiti«i«eMuittif>K<luctiQnaf 2)/.peiccot. 
from theirienti, not fiut Utey veN too fa^li, b<4 t»cMiM iahiiab- 
temee tkan >eiy tsBsnta, ttiougti Catholia, dime ■«>; out pf tlie 
parlBhliic hmaei who kadbaiet tbe clupel 4ean lor the puqioss 
of extorting "tiibule" fof the maintmunoe of the Great Agita- 
tor. HiH fatlier, Colonel 9t. -Gaorga and Mr. Jupei Uuiacke, 
«eit murdered by a pnpisti tunditti, id the rebellion of 179S, at 
Anaglyn in the County of Cork, in the houM of tbe latter, by 
order of oae BumistoD, a languinaiy wretch, one of the moit 
active memben of the Union at Cork. To this murderous villaia 
the leader of tbe aaiauina wrote thus : — " Citizen BuraiatoD, your 
Older has been olMyed, and St. George and Uniacke are no more ; 
twenty-aeren penons have been taken in Arraglyn, on account of 
theii death ; if you wish it they itaall be reacued." — Sir Jlk/unl 
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rally of an uncertaia and precarious tenure. The 
Castle of Cargin ia now a complete ruiii, covered 
with ivy, as the annexed sketch, which I took from 
the shore of the lake, will show. 



Cirgiii CmIIc, from the shotea of Lough Coirib. 

It stands alone, wilhout tree or shrub near it, 
overlooking the broad lake, and the mountains of 
Connamara beyond it ; but all to the east and south 
is an endletjs plain, terminated only by the hori- 
zon, over which the eye sees only a succession of 
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stone walls, gradually duninishing from the sight, 
as they recede in the distance. 

This moderate estate of Cargin, belonging to Sir 
€reorge Staunton, is under the excellent manage- 
ment of Mr. Lynch, who, being a near relative, 
takes GO great an interest in all that coucems it, 
that Sir George can scarcely be deemed an absentee. 
The property consists of between eleven and twelve 
hundred English acres. They are of an excellent 
quality, partly arable and partly pasturable. On 
this property there are three large farms, held by 
opulent graziers residing thereon ; and a consider- 
able part is let to an industrious and respectable 
class of peasantry, who reside also on their re- 
spective Uttle farms, not exceeding from ten to 
twenty acres of land each. On every farm is 
built, by the proprietor, a neat and comfortable 
dwelling, with some detached ofBces;and in front 
of each house, flowers and shrubs arp planted, indi- 
cating the comfort of the t«nant and the fostering 
care of the ' landlord. ! There are thirty of these 
dwellings, built at the expense of Sir George 
Staunton, and the cleanliness of their appearance is 
maintained by premiums bestowed on the most 
deserving. Every tenant has his own farm, dis- 
tinct and separated from his neighbour, and all 
who can spare time from the management of their 
land, get employment in the varied improvements 
making on the estate. The rents of the farms vary 



:,q,t,=cdbvGoOgle 



251' CtTDAaB TO SALW&T. [Ijette UIU 

a Utde, but diey avenig* tJioiit fifbea aUUngs «» 
acre. The tenants, wben«mpl(^>ed, an paid ^gfai- 
pence ad^all tfae yttr round, iriiich is t^ tug^best 
rate of laboi^ ix this part «f Ireland. Hm^ ai« 
omtmitod aad independent — and any pertnaoeBb 
inproTement of the land, ^riiich is agraed on 1^ 
^cHh partiefi, k paid for by tbe landlord. Tbe' 
tenantry are nerer penmtl«d, on any account, to 
subdivide ftieir &nns or share them between d» 
different memberB of tlieir familiee. Tbe &ther 
may will his land to whichever of his sons he 
pleases (should his character be unobjectionable), 
but the rest must be portioned off. As no leases 
are granted, this rule is strictly enforced, and the- 
independent state of tbe tenantry, caused by constant 
employment, enables them to adhere to it. Thus' 
is Sir George Staunton here, no less than he is at 
Lei^ Park, a benefactor to the poor. This is as- 
it should be; and if landlords in general would' 
adopt the plan of Sir George Staunton and Mr. St. 
George, we should hear no more of the wretched 
tenantry reduced to beggary by the vile syst^n 
so much followed by many landlords and land- 
jobbers. 

There are, however, among the landlords, and it' 
would be surprising if there were not, many who 
act up to the principles of Hberality and justice 
which they profess. From one of these I received 
much information, when at Westport, on the etate' 
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a£ Iralaod ^mmQy, «■ ngards tJw landed iMoot, 
tithes, and poor-laws. He purchased, fae saidr 
some twenty years ago. From Sour to fiw UkkhmkI 
Ma«s c^ Imd ina ne^hbouriag eoonty, must cf As* 
long leases just tiiea ^out to expire — the land 
good, but in the woist possible conditivB. He had 
It valued, and lot it at low Fents, in fenns of tea to 
one hundred acres, the tenants bang beth Catholies 
and ProteBtaots. He took lipeo faimaelf eatiiiely to 
sMtle with the rector ^sout the tithes, and only sti- 
pwUted that there shoi^ be no splkting ikor sub- 
letting. T^e farmer, thus relieved fniHi the ^sf- 
ment of an odious, if not unjust, impost on improve- 
ment made at his sole es^nae, set about making, 
the most of his iarm, and the result to himself 
seeds not be mentioned ; that to the landlord was, 
that the value of his land had increased frran twenty 
to thirty, and some of it even to filly per cent His 
rents, he said, are punctually paid, and he has not 
had a defaulter. He disclaimed ell idea of the 
abolition of tithes, which would only put so much 
money into the pockets of the landlords ; but was de- 
cidedly of opinion that the only way to save tbeaa is. 
to pass a general and compulsory Commutation Act, 
on fair and equitable tenns, the rate agreed upon to 
be fixed by a per ceotage on the rent, and during 
the continuance of existing leases, so that improve- 
ments may be followed up unfettered, to the mutual 
benefit of landlord aad tenant. The plain a 
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sense of the question is obviously to make tithe a 
rent-charge •. 

Much has been said of late on the subject of 
education in Ireland, and the government ha& 
acted in the most liberal manner in the establish- 
ment of a National Education Board, with funds 
for the support of schools from which there should 
be no exclusion ; but there is reason to apprehend, 
indeed it appears to be a very general opinion, 
that the plan has failed, and that it would have 
been desirable to exclude both clergymen and 
priests from any interference, and leave the schools 

* I h&ve liuee laquited of Mi. Lynch what wu the system of 
education here, and I leunt from him that it ii hia intentioa 
■hoctlj to eitabliih od the eitate > ichool foi the iaatructioD of the 
ehildtea of the teuantt;, under his own and Mrs. Lynch'a cue, 
for t»ys and girls, and without making aoy application to tho 
National Education Board for assiBttince, as he conceitea the littJe 
they give to be moie than balanced by the regulations that muat 
be Bubmilted to j and this appears to be the general feeling both 
among Protestants and Catholic clergymen. The Catholic riictor 
of Headford, for example, applied to the Protectant clergyman to 
gire his tanctioQ to the establishment of a school oa the National 
Board principle ; but the latter replied that he could not con- 
■deutiously consent to its being formed. He thou^t it better, 
no doubt, thai the children of each persuasion should hiLTe a 
separate school, which is, in fact, the ease at Headfuid, irtwre 
there is one tbi Protestants, supported by the rector of the pari»h 
■od Mr. 8L George, but it detivei no aid from the National £dn- 
CBtion Board, the contributors Id ib support beiog unwilling to be 
bound by the rules of the Society. Inthe towo is another school, 
attended by Catholic children only, the masters of which are paid 
chiirfly by the pareoti. 
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entirely in the hands of the l^ty. In most cases the 
priest insists on the Bible being interdicted, while 
the clergyman insists on its being read ; sometimes 
they agree as to the books that shall be used, but 
complaints are said to be frequent that others of an 
improper tendency have been foisted in. Even when 
there is the best understanding between the clergy- 
man and the priest, either from the interference of 
the titular bishop, which it seems is not unusual, 
or from some caprice or other, the Catholic boys are 
ordered to be removed, and if the order b not 
complied with, the parents and school are de- 
nounced ^m the alt^. Mr. Blake mentions a 
case where the liberal Catholic priest was ordered 
by the bishop to denounce a school. Being, how- 
ever, on the most friendly terms with the rector of 
the parish, he says to bim, " I am going to cwie 
the children to-morrow, but just never mind it a bit; 
go on your own way, and after a day or two they 
will all come to school again." 

So far, however, from such a feeling being com- 
mon, Mr. Glassford* states that "no cordial union 

• "ThrM Tout* Id IraUod in 1824 and 183G, b; Jamea GIm*- 
fonl, E>q., Advocate, one of tha lota CammUiuinen of Imjuiiy 
into th« SiBle at Kducation in Iteliuil. 1833." A minute invn- 
tq^slioa of Iho diffeient Khooli througbaut the fonr pioriacei ii 
kenin detuled, tlu loiult of vhich is, that nothing can ba 
mon ilefdolabla than the sUte of education in a/' of theoi, and the 
ondeut indifference of Ibe clergy, more eapedallj the Catholic 
deigf , as to its imiiravemeDt. He giTes nunieraua iuMsocei of 
that abomiDaUe |iiaclice of dtjimiKwig acboola from the altat. 
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OT conseat of the Proteetant and Roman Cadiolic ' 
cfaurchas can be ItxAed for on any common ground; 
and the system followed, whatever it be, in any 
plaee, depends much for its success on the indivi* 
dual character and temper of the Church of Eng- 
land clergyman, the EVesbyterian minister and the 
B^nnan Cathohc prieaL" But the priests of the 
present day are gener^y and confessedly of an 
inferior eiasa to those who received their education 
in foreign seminaries, and returned to their country, 
schoWs and gentlemen. The case is now widely 
different. The most illiberal, and the most hostile 
to the schools, are those wh» have been instructed 
at Maynooth. "The discipline there," says Mr. 
Glassford, "is strict; the students do not mix at 
all in other society ; and they live in a hot political 
atmospbN«, where there is nothing to allay the 
animosities of party *." 

There seems, I think, to be no difference of 
opinion on this subject. The annual grant of 

* In alettet ciftIieB«v.Mr.Ccatt7,MmKlf aCatholicpriestand 

■ rtildent BtMHjTHM>tli,toDr.Murray,ie b»jb, "TouhaTechu-ged 
menithhuJDgoiipoiBd, wbea a Btndent in MafnooUi Colkg?, (tie 
suthoiitiei or that pUce. Tea; 1 denouaoad, in tenni of hontat. 
imlj.gnatioii, the vicioot, nairow, and rumoui ayttna of educatioa. 
puniKd in that hDUM,«lucii ii tlie bcdbedof bigotrj, intolerance, r 
and mpenititioD, wketa hypociiBy i> lelig^o, and koavecy ii moor 
1%." " Y«t iMte," lie e»y», " fooi handled Popish prieata an fed 
and eduuted by the lib«iaJi^ of aPcotaatsnt Qaremmeiitl" It, 
Ka; be added, at th« cast,dimi)g the last aeTea jean,of about 
SOfiOOi. 
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money for the support of this college is spent on the 
education of men who on all occasions exhibit a 
deadly hatied to the Church of Englandt and a ran- 
corous hostility against every attempt to enlighten 
the lower orders. This is, perhaps, the natur^ 
consequence of that power which they posses, and 
which, being intrusted to men sprung from the 
lowest origin, is almost certain to be abused. Ig- 
norance is, in truth, the mother of superstition, and 
both mother and daughter are in this country the 
willing slaves and the victims of a powei^— the tre- 
mendous power of the priesthood — which exercises 
alike its control over the temporal and spiritual 
concerns of the humbler classes of their flocks. 
Can it then be expected— is jt in human nature — 
that the priests, generally, in the present state of 
things, will be willing to surrender one particle of 
their power, by conferring on the people the benefit 
of such an education as would go far to destroy, or, 
atallevents,gieatly to diminish, that power? There 
would appear to be but one antidote that has any 
chance of counteracting this baneful influence of 
the priests, and mitigate, if not entirely remove, 
that dreadful incubus which presses so heavily on 
^ ignorant poor, and that is — pay them out of the. 
public purse j it is but an act of justice due to them,, 
and to the poor people who now mostly support 
them. 

To return to my proceedings. The day after my 
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return to Clydagh, from my visit to Connamara 
and Joyce's country, being Sunday, I rode on to 
Headford to attend divine service; and after church 
was over, proceeded to Ross Abbey, a remarkably 
fine old ruin, approached by a long narrow lane, 
once, I have no doubt, an avenue: it is situated 
about a mile from Headford. I have never beheld 
so many skulls collected together as at this place, 
since I visited the Catacombs at Paris, — but unlike 
them, they are here heaped about in such glorious 
confusion, as if a grand battle must at some period 
have been fought in the neighbourhood ; it is diffi- 
cult otherwise to conjecture how they could all 
have found their way to this spot. In one place 
they form a thick wall, " matted and massed toge- 
ther,"' — but in all parts, moss-grown skulls and 
human thigh and leg-bones are strewed about so 
plentifully, that not a step can be taken without 
encountering them. The whole of the surrounding 
ground is in a disgracefully neglected state, and 
yet it is to this day used as the burial-place of the 
gentry residing in the neighbourhood. How easy 
would it be to collect these remains of mortality 
into one great mound, or to cover them over with 
earth, if any one would but use the means for 
raising a small sum by subscription, and undertake 
the management of it ! 

In passing through a small village on my way to 
Ross Abbey, I observed by the roadside a sun- 
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dial, of the same rude construction as that oppo- 
site Joyce's house. The stump on which it was 
placed was fastened into a heap of stones, with 
very little appearance of stahility. The females 
in this part of the country, as well as in Con- 
namara, wear short red jackets and petticoats, the 
former reaching a little below the waist; or a 
■gown is sometimes superadded, generally tucked 
.up, as if purposely to show the bright red under- 
garment. A large blue cloth cloak, thrown open 
in front, and hanging loose from the shoulders, 
forms a part of the costume; and, with the va- 
riety of colours, looks very smart and becoming. 
Red cloth, indeed, seems to he the prevailing 
female colour, in which the children also are 
generally clad; but, from the dinginess of its 
hue, one may presume that the petticoats of the 
mother have furnished the clothing of her brats. 
The women are generally rather below the middle 
size, and by no means well-looking; but they are 
hard worked, and not over-well fed. The men are 
generally tall, strong, and well built ; decent in their 
behaviour, though their looks are rather agiunst 
them. 

I bade adieu to Clydagh this morning, — indeed, I 
had intended to have taken my departure sooner, 
in consequence of my limited time, but having 
received a moat kind and pressing invitation to stay 
over another day, when Mrs. Lynch and her mother- 
in-law and sister, who were staying with her, were 
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to proceed to Galway, I was prevailed upon to 
remain, and take a seat on the coach-bos, as an 
additional temptation. The drive along this side 
of the lake is as dreary and uninteresting as it can 
well be ; the whole face of the country being barren 
and stony, and the small enclosures divided o9^ by 
innumerable atono-walls. In some spots the stones 
had been collected into heaps, to give room tea 
patches of wheat and potatoes, but they were gene- 
rally strewed over the ground in rounded boulders 
of all sizes ; and in such quantities, that any con- 
jecture as to the place from whence they came, no 
mountains being near them, is as puzzling as were 
the skulls at Ross Abbey. 

Many of the cottages we passed were very 
wretched, but in no part of Ireland was I more 
struck with the listless indiETerence of the inha- 
bitants with regard to their dwellings. Here were 
stones scattered about, enough to build comfortable 
cabins for half the population of the county. It 
requires but little skill, where the materials are at 
hand and so abundant, to place them together, and 
construct a decent wall that would keep out the 
weather: but here they were tottering in every 
direction, except that of a right line; and so scanty 
in substance, as to lead one to suppose that the 
stones were private property, and the people not 
allowed to touch them. I send you a hasty sketch 
of one of the very best 
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Belter loit of Connauglil Cibia. 

Approaching Galway we passed some beggars 
who, like our gipsies, had taken up their position 
by the road-side, but in a less comfortable manner, 
one however not unusual in this country ; for I re- 
member having noticed a party near Castlebar, as 
well as in other places, who had encamped in tba 
same way. They were huddled together in small 
recesses of stone which they had piled up, with an 
opening in front, to protect them from the weather; 
one on each side of the road, so that they may vary 
their sides, according to the direction in which the 
wind blows. On hearing the approach of our 
carriages they turned out, and commenced with a 
loud and rapid solicitation, not one word of which 
could I make out, as it was all Irish, at least 
to me. 

In the neighbourhood of Galway we passed two 
or three remarkably picturesque ruins of old ab- 
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beys, well grown over with ivy, of which I should 
have been glad to take a. nearer view, but it was 
impossible. Here and there, also, an old ruined 
castle stood solitary on the naked, stony, and flat 
surface, — one of those mournful monuments of 
feudal times long gone by. The first sight of the 
Bay of Galway, with its shores and its islands, is 
very striking; but the appearance of the town 
has nothing to recommend it We drove to the 
house of Mrs. Lynch (where I was kindly in- 
vited and pressed to remain) through narrow and 
dirty streets, and, like the generality of streets in 
the towns of Ireland, extremely ill-paved. Gal- 
way, however, is a very ancient and a remarkable 
town, diflTering, I believe, from all others on the 
island. It has all the dark and gloomy appear- 
ance of what I conceive of a Spanish town, a point 
upon which all travellers seem to agree — the streets 
narrow and dirty — the houses old and dark, with 
arched gateways that lead into court-yards. There 
is an old cathedral to match the other buildings, 
possessing nothing of architectural beauty, but inte- 
resting for its antiquity. An ancient bridge and 
arched gateway are of the same venerable cha- 
racter; but there is also a new stone bridge, and a 
a new court-house, which is a handsome building 
with a portico of four fluted columns. The j<ul 
likewise is a neat, extensive, well-built edifice of 
atone and iron without any timber. The regulations 
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are said to be excellent, and the debtors are kept 
entirely separate from the felons. The fine stream 
of water from Lough Corrib runs down by the 
side of the town into the hay, across which is a 
salmon-weir between the two bridges. The har- 
bour is good, and that part along the pier well 
sheltered : the port, however, is capable of improve- 
ment, and public money has been voted for this 
purpose. 

The resemblance, that has been spoken of by 
former travellers in the manners as well as the 
features of the females, to those of Spaniards, 
would appear not to have been assumed without 
foundation. In fact, a great number of Spanish 
families, two or three centuries ago, were settled in 
Galway, the trade with Spain being very consider- 
able. There b still near the port an open space 
called the Spanish Square or Parade, where the 
merchants used to meet to transact business. 

Galway exhibits but little of the bustle of a 
mercantile town ; little of the appearance of wealth, 
and not much of poverty : the people, I should 
say, are generally in easy circumstances. In so 
large a town the number of beggars seemed to be 
fewer than usually met with, but this may be 
owing to the police, which I understand is well 
regulated. Almost the whole population consists 
of Catholics ; this indeed miay be said of the whole 
province of Connaught A census of the popu- 
lation of the town was taken in the year 1813, 



^:,.,Goog[c 



266 CLTDAGH TO GALWAT. [LettMXIII. 

by order of the mayor and council, when it was 
found to amount to 24,684. In 1831, by Mar- 
shall's Tables, it appears to have been 33,120 : in 
1821, 27,775; difterence 5345, or an increase of 
19i per cent. 

Over the door of a house in one of the streets, 
a death's head and cross bones, sculptured in black 
marble, was pointed out to me, to which is ap- 
pended a very extraordinary story. It appears that 
when James Lynch Fitz-Stephen was Mayor of 
Galway in 1493, his son, a fine young man, stung 
with rage and jealousy at the supposed attentions 
of his friend, a Spanish gentleman, towards a beau- 
ti^l youiig lady to whom he was affianced, one 
fatal evening plunged his poniard into the bosom of 
his friend, and threw the body into the river. He 
gave himself up as the murderer. The father, like 
aoother Brutus, sat in judgment on his only son, 
and condemned him to die as a victim due to public 
justice. The memento mori over the door bears the 
data of 1624, when Lynch's old house is said to 
have been re-built as it now stands*. 

There are several charitable institutions, monas- 
teries, and convents in Galway. I paid a visit to 
one of the latter, called the Presentation Convent, 
with whicb I was much interested. The nuns, 
two-and-twenty in number, are all ladies of good 
family, and employ a part of their time very use- 

* Ths whole detail of this melsDcholj itory may be found in 
" Baidfmui'B Hiatoiy of OiloBf ." 
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fully in the education of children, who are received 
from the age of seven to fifteen or sixteen. It was 
said there were at this time no less than four hun- 
dred under their tuition. They are instructed in 
the English language, but what books they read I 
did ilot learn *. They are also taught needle-work, 
and, when sufficiently skilled, are employed in 
making lace and tambour-work, the materials for 
which are sent for the purpose in large quantities 
from Nottingham ; and the girls are paid, by those 
to whom the lace belongs, a certain sum for their 
labour, which assists their parents in clothing 
them, and in the payment of their rent. There 
chanced to be about forty or fifty girls employed in 
this manner when I passed through the rooms, and 
I was much pleased with their work, some of the 
patterns being very rich, and designed with great 
neatness and precbion. The chapel attached to 
the convent is small but neat, and there is a good 
painting over the altar. TTiree of the sisters went 
through the apartments with us ; they were cheer- 
ful and communicative, but looked pale and sickly. 
The garden in which they walk is confined, and 
I should think their health must be injured for 
want of air and exercise. One of the ladies was 
inclined to be conversable, and we had a long chat 
together regarding the r^ulations of the convent. 
She told me that, winter and summer, they were 
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up at five o'clock in the morning. I thought 
she seemed not to have altogether forgotten the 
world of which she was once a denizen : she asked 
me about a family who formerly resided in Lon- 
don, and in whom she seemed to take some interest. 
Thus truly has the poet said, 

" The beButeoDs mud, who bids the world odiea, 
on of that world will match & fond nriew." 
From the convent we drove down by the sea-side. 
The drive along the shore is very beautiful. The 
upper part of the bay was literally crowded with 
fishing-vessels, presenting the appearance of a little 
fleet. Many hundreds of these vessels, when the 
fishing season is over, are employed in brining 
turf from Connamara to Galway for the supply 
of the town and the adjacent country. It is dug 
chiefly in the bogs between the heads of Kil- 
kareen and Greatman's Bay; and many of these 
vessels, at such times, also find employment in 
transporting sea-weed for manure, which is carried 
from Galway over Lough Corrib for the neighbour- 
ing farmers. I have rarely seen so many boats 
assembled together as in Galway Bay. The total 
number employed in the herring- fishery alone, 
which is one of the principal fisheries of Galway, 
is stated to be 1500. There is a considerable 
fishery carried on for oysters, crabs, and lobsters 
on the shores of Galway Bay and of Connamara, 
which are sold exceedingly cheap. Eels are also 
an article of great consumption. There were not 
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above eight or ten merchant brigs in the harbour. 
We continued along the coast for about a mile and 
a half; and then returning by an upper road to 
the town, the view over the bay was highly im- 
posing. The cabins in the suburbs of Galway 
are miserable, quite as bad as the worst I have 
seen. The only thing remarkable in the dress of 
the men is that they wear long great coats, with 
large capes. 

Close to the town of Galway, on the left of the 
harbour, is the fishing village of Claddagh, which 
was s£dd to be inhabited by four or five hundred 
families, whose manners, habits, and character are 
altogether different from those of the common 
people of the town, from whom they keep them- 
selves as distinct and separate as the Amaachers 
do from the people of Copenhagen: they speak 
little or no English, and live entirely by themselves, 
their occupation being confined to the fishery. 
Perhaps there is no country in the world where 
fish is more abundant, or of finer quality, than 
in all the bays and banks of the west coast of 
Ireland; and, I believe, there are not many coun- 
tries where so little advantage b taken of such a 
supply. If the fishery were less neglected, and 
more systematically pursued, the harvest would 
be found equal to a full and cheap supply of this 
wholesome and nutritive food, not only for all Ire- 
land, but also for those Catholic communities on 
the coasts of France, Spain and Portugal, to which 
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the western ports of Ireland afford so easy an 
access. To Ireland itself, a prompt and energetic 
prosecution of the fisheries would be one of the 
greatest blessings that could be_ bestowed on that 
unhappy country — especially to the poor cottager 
and the daily labourer, whose families derive a Iwe 
exi:itence by feeding on potatoes, moistened perhaps 
occasionally with a little milk. 

But the ancient and miserable fishing apparatus 
of boats and nets, — the same now as centuries ago, 
— together with the dogged habits of the fishermen, 
are wholly inadequate to meet the demand. The 
herring and cod fishery alone would furnish an 
ample supply at one season ; and turbot, haddock, 
hake, plaice, whiting, and mackerel, at others. It 
is indeed piunful to look upon the miserable craft 
of the poor fishermen, altogether unfit to brave 
the stormy Atlantic, that rolls its waves into all 
the bays and inlets of the western coast In fact, 
the fisheries of Ireland are discouraged by the 
same cause that pervades and paralyses the whole 
island — want of capital, or the want of spirit to 
employ it. There is, however, another cause that 
impedes any progress in their improvement ^^the 
want of regular means of conveyance into the inte- 
rior, across the mountains or through the passes. 
Where the catch is uncertain, regular customers 
cannot be expected ; and when they have a great 
catch, there is little demand for it The salmon 
and eel fisheries, which are in the hands of wealthy 



^:,.,Goog[c 



Lettet XIIL] CLYDAGH TO GALWAT. 271 

individuals, are almost the only ones that are pn>- 
ductiive. Just at this time, however, the people 
of Galway are bestirring themselves seriously to 
the improvement of their noble bay and its har- 
bouFB, and to avail themselves, for the first time, 
of the advantages of sleam-communicatioii. It 
appears, indeed, that the mania for rail-roads baa 
seized upon Ireland, and if all or any of these pro- 
jects should be carried into execution, not only will 
commercial intercourse be facilitated between the 
capital and the western coast, but at the same time 
the rapid means of conveyance will confer a lasting 
benefit on the fSaheries. 

The first in the field is the Knight of Kerry, the 
advocate for a rail-road from Dublin to Valentia, 
near the south-western extremity of the island. The 
second is Lord Teyuham, who puts himself forward 
as the patron of Black Sod Bay, towards the north- 
west; and, lastly, Galway is brought forward under 
the auspices of Lord Dunlo, Sir John Burke, and 
other gentlemen of Connaught, But they all 
seem to think that the money for carrying these 
various projects into effect must be advanced by 
Grovemment. In this I suspect they will faiL The 
distance of the line from Dublin to Valentia b stated 
at one hundred and seventy milee, and the estimated 
cost of laying the rail-road being 20,000/. a nule, the 
amount required will be 3,400,0002. The distance 
from Dublin to Black Sod Bay, the latter part 
through a mass of mountains, is one hundred and 
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fifty-two miles, which, at the same rate, will amount 
to 3,040,000/. The distance from Dublin to Gal- 
way is ninety-seven miles, which at the same rate 
will cost 1,940,000/. 

Valentia has the double advantage of a good har- 
bour with two passages into it, and it projects far- 
ther into the Atlantic than any other in Ireland. 
For commercial purposes, a rail-road would not 
assist it much ; but it is farther west than Falmouth 
by two hundred and twenty geographical miles, 
which may be considered of some importance, 
though not much, to the packet-service — a day 
might occasionally be gained ; but for the London 
passengers the distance to Holyhead is just as 
great as that to Falmouth ; they have then to cross 
to Kingstown, and thence by the rail-road to Valen- 
tia. Black Sod Bay has good and well-sheltered 
anchorage, but difficult for ships to get out in 
westerly and northerly winds ; the projectors how- 
ever talk of making a cut from it into Broadhaven, 
which would remedy the inconvenience. Galway 
has the disadvantage of being situated so deeply in 
the interior of the island, and so far from the 
Atlantic, as to afford a very serious obstacle to ships 
getting out during the prevailing westerly winds. 
Its advantages are a large and wealthy population 
at the shortest distance from the capital, and from 
the great commercial and manufacturing towns of 
Great Britain, — a grand canal already existing from 
Dublin to Balhnasloe, more than two-thirds of the 
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distance to Galway, — and the facility with which 
water-communicationa may be made from Lough 
Corrib with the northern and western lakes, and by 
the Shannon with Limerick. 

Black Sod appears to me to have the least cl^m 
for assistance from Government, though I perceive 
they put forward their pretensions thus : — " To the 
Government this mighty project presents the faci- 
lity of rendering Ireland a fortress of the greatest 
magnitude, as communications from Longford, the 
centre of Ireland, would enable it to move, as on a 
pivot, the whole of its forces in a few hours, to any 
given point, and enable ten thousand men to do the 
work of three times that effective force." I should 
think Athlone, m the direct line between Dublin 
and Galway, close upon the Shannon, already a 
military depdt, and as central as Longford, would 
be a better " pivot " than the latter •. 

The Bay of Galway must, however, be surveyed 
as it will be by Captain Mudge, who has completed 
the coast as far down, I believe, as Ballyshannon. 
At present there are no charts but those of Mac- 

* The Galway Rul-ioBd Compauy, 1 peiceiTc, h>Ta obtained the 
pattonage of the Ooreronienl, at leait of Ihe Loid Lieiilenaiit, 
whMH name itiiod* at the head of the list of Directan. Biterbuy 
Bay, close to Koundiitone Bay, i> fixed ou for the veitein atatiDD, 
The distance fiom Dublin to Biterbuy a one hundred and tea 
milei; the capital Z,0UU,OOO/. Mr. MattLu (I beliere he ii the 
pcopiietoc) ceclea iu peipeluiiy, at a pepper-coiu lent, one huudred 
acres, tin buildinj; ground. This nil-road, if erer fiaished, will 
be of immciue adrantage to Galwny and Counamaia. 
N 3 
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kenme, which are defective and inaccurate. Th^ 
dreadful losses that h^ve occurred on this coast of 
Ireland imperatively call for a minute survey of 
every harbour, that a ship, caught in a gale on thw 
part of the Atlantic, may know to what place she 
may securely run. It is not many years ^o when 
two King's ships, the Saldanha and the Arab, were 
dashed in pieces on the coast and every soul on 
board perished. One ship of the Spanish Armada 
was wrecked in the Bay of Galwayj most of the 
remainder were lost on different parts of the coast; 
and it is generally stated that all those who escaped 
on shore were butchered in cold blood by order of 
the Lord Deputy, Sir William Fitz- Williams*. 

* I am not auce wlietliei a. part of thsae nnfottunate Spaniudi 
may indade those meatioDed in the Note, p. S4. The folloiriiig 
are tbe tinpa lost on thiB cout, which I eztruted from ■ paper in 
th« State Paper Office. 

'■Shippa and Men sunte, drovned, killed, and taktnnppon 
this coast of Ireland, in the month of Septembei, 1SS8, as 
folloireth:— 



Th. HaTMUL 


n,.8hipp^ 


ThaUeo. 


InTiyconneU In Lough Foyle 


oneahipp 


1100 


In Sligo Haven 


3 gceate ahipp 


1500 


In Triaujthlie 


one>hipp 


400 


Couulrey 


one Bhipp 
one .hipp 


300 
400 


In Offlaitiea Coontry 


one ahipp 


200 


flo the Shannan 


tow ■hipp. 


GOO 


lnMoBnrterJ^"'»^" 


oneriiipp 


24 


lliDbgle 


one ahipp 


500 


lln Deamond 


onerfupp 


300 
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Ths Hitciu. The Shippi. The Hea 



Mounster In Sbumaa one burnt none 

BeuuM y' men weare lilw- 
wiw imbarqued iu othtt 

Connought In Gallwsj Haven one ahipp w^ escaped and let 
piison" 70. 
Total 0! Sbl[)p> 17. OE Men 5394. 

Diotnied and auiibv 
in the nortb-west sea Oneahipp, caUed 6t.Miitlie««,S00taniui. 
of Scotland, as ap- Meu450. 

peartlh by y" confe»-^ 

Biun of the SpauiBhr One of Bjahey of St Sebastian's, 400 
piisun", but in tiuthl tonnes. Hen 350. 

they weie Luat in Zvl- 
land. i 

Total of Shippee, la. Total ofHen, 6194. 

(Signed) Gbft. FnmHf." 
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6ALWAT TO LIMERICK. 

Stony CouDtrf — "Dry Loggings" — Gort— Terty Alls— Ennii 
sad CUre— Llmeiick, Old and New Tditiib— Imiiravemrnt— 
FopuUlioD — Cnticis-n oii " First Flower of the Earth," &c. — 
Growth and eitenl of Bugs— Wood, Animals, «nd aQimal Fat 
fiiuDd ia — A House discoveicd id — CoDinunptHiii and prohuble 
durstion of Peat from Bogs. 

Limerici, i3rd September, 1R35. 

I HAD engaged an outside seat by the mail, a well- 
conducted coach, for Limerick; but on arriving at 
Kilroy's Hotel, from whence the coach starts, the 
weather being settled foul and raining intensely, I 
deemed it prudent to go inside, which I dislike so 
much that I question whether the outside place in alt 
weathers, provided one is well protected with cloaks, 
be not preferable. This, however, is a matter of taste. 
Thus shut up, you will not be surprised that I saw 
little of the countrybetweenGalway and Limerick; 
but considering the state of the weather, I could 
not have seen much more outside. I could see, 
however, that on the first part of the journey, the 
ground on both sides was strewed with round 
boulder stones of every gradation of size, from six 
or seven pounds to as many tons — the inclosures in 
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which they were, as far as the eye could reach, were 
bounded by stone walls— th« little cottages were also 
of atone — in short, for three or four miles at least, 
stones and nothing but stones saluted the eye. 

It continued to rain hard, but every one was of 
course calling it a soft day. This expression is, I 
believe, equally common in the north of England; 
hut in Ireland some of the terms which are made 
use of are odd enough to a stranger. For instance, 
"Dry Lodgings to be had, inquire within," will be 
observed in passing through almost every village. 
It naturally suggested to me that the word " dry" 
could only mean free from wet or damp, perhaps 
at the same time insinuating that others in the 
neighbourhood were not so. It seems, however, 
that I was quite wrong in my conjectures, for 1 
found that " dry lodgings " meant neither more nor 
less than that no eating or drinking was to be 
obtfuned within, hut merely a bed for the lodger. 
A poor woman, in whose cottage I had once tahetl 
shelter, pressed me to eat a boiled potato, observing 
I might feel dry before I crossed the mountain, 
meaning hungry — a word not at all applicable on 
that occasion, as the rain was pouring, and there 
was every prospect of my clothes being drenched 
through. 

Wa passed through the little townof Gort, which 
consists chiefly of a street of neat houses, with some 
decent-looking shops, and the people who appeared 
at the doora were cleanly and tidily clad. The 
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road skirts Lord Gort's park, vbich is close to this 
little town. It looked, and I am told it is, a 
beautiful spot, well wooded, and laid out in good 
taste. His lordship, it seems, allows it to be thrown 
<^n to the public every Monday: he bears the 
character of a good landlord, and is much beloved 
and respected in the neighbourhood. 

We next passed through Ennis, a miserable, 

dirty-looking town, and the appearance of the few 

people I saw corresponded with it Its population, 

however, would seem to be on the increase : — 

In 1821 itwas . . 6701 

1831 ., . . 7711 

Increase . , 1010 
being fifteen and two-thirds per cent in ten years. 
It is here and at Kilkenny that the black marble 
slabs are procured and polished ; at first they are 
beautiful enough, but by exposure to the air numer- 
ous white spots break out on the surface. I under- 
stand there is a bad spirit in this county among the 
lower orders, which was not improved by what oc- 
curred at the last election. That part of the country 
between Cresheen (which we had passed unnoticed) 
and Carrofin was the theatre of those outrages of 
the Terry Alts, who some years ago struck terror 
all around by the murders and robberies they com- 
mitted. It is remarkable that the individual whose 
name they assumed is a most harmless and inof- 
fensive man, and that it arose from these marau- 
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ders, perhaps more out of sport than malice, whe)! 
OD their predatory attacks, being in the habit of 
crying out — " Well done, Terry ! — Well done, Terry 
Alts*'" 

Two miles beyond Ennis is Clare, a mere villags, 
though bearing the name of the county. Its situa- 
tion at the head of an arm of the extensive estuary 
of the Shannon, and its proximity to Ennis, must 
ultimately make it a place of importance as a port 
for shipping. I saw but one or two small vessels, just 
below the bridge, taking in grain, but there were 
several under sail upon the estuary. From hence 
to Limerick is a fine country for wheat and all 
kinds of grain, and also for grazing, gutter, in 
large quantities, is sent to Limerick, but no cheese 
is made in the dairy-farma, some of which are said 
to extend to the size of one thousand acres. 

On reaching Limerick we drove over the old 
bridge across the .Shannon, called the Thomond 
Bridge, supposed to have been built in the thir- 
teenth century : it is a straight line, with a great 
number of small arches. Nothing that I had yet 
seen equalled the streets and the houses of this Old 
Town, as I understood it to be called, for their dirty, 
dingy, dilapidated condition, the people at the 
doors, the windows, and in the street, ragged, half- 
naked and squalid in their appearance. Passing a 
small bridge, however, over a canal, which is called 
the Limerick Navigation, a wonderful change was 
* Angks in Iieland. , 
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immediately visible, and we entered the most re- 
gular, well-built, and handsome town I have yet 
seen in Ireland. One fine broad street, Itud out in 
a line, runs parallel to the lefl bank of the Shannon, 
the houses of red brick and large, and among them 
were numerous good shops. This street is crossed 
by others at right angles, also straight and broad. 
The new town is well lighted with gas. 

In the old town stands the cathedral, a venerable, 
misshapen pile of building, as ancient probably 
as the bridge; and on the opposite side of the 
Shannon is a suburb but partially built The 
river may here be from five to six hundred feet 
wide, and of sufficient depth to allow ships of three 
or four hundred tons to come up as far as the new 
Wellesley Bridge, a handsome structure with five 
elliptical arches ; but all vessels, except small ones, 
must ground on mud at low-water. I observed not 
fewer than forty or fifty vessels of different sizes, 
taking in grain, besides a number of turf-boats. 
Just below the bridge it is intended to construct a 
wet basin, which will receive vessels of any burthen, 
as the tide rises here from twelve to sixteen feet. 
Below this the river opens out into a wide estuary 
as far as Tarbert, about thirty miles, and from thence 
to the Atlantic is the bay of the Shannon, bounded 
at its entrance by Loop Head on the north, and 
Kerry Head on the south. The two shores the 
whole way from Limerick are said to be beautifully 
chequered with noblemen and gentlemen's seals. 
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Limerick !s unquestionably a flourishing city, 
and in importance the third of Ireland ; and when 
the new road from Ennia has been turned, so as to 
enter it over the Well^aley Bridge, and thus avoid 
the old town, it will be a prodigious improve- 
ment. When this bridge was building the work 
was interrupted, and a considerable delay occa- 
sioned, by the squabbling and fighting that con- 
stantly took place between the Clare boys and the 
Limerick boys, and many a broken head and 
bruised limb were given and received on both sides, 
till it became necessary to place a military guard 
on the works to keep the masons at their employ. 

The great benefactor of Limerick and the neigh- 
bourhood is Mr. Spring Rice, to whom I am told 
a pillar has been erected in the city, surmounted 
by his statue, but in my rambles I did not fall in 
with it. The trade is said to be rapidly improving. 
Grain, beef, pork, butter, the produce of this rich 
country, and others bordering on the Shannon, are 
eiqported from hence to Cork, partly for the use of the 
navy. The progress in improvement may, in some 
degree, be estimated by the increase of the popu- 
lation, which is as under :— 

In 1821 ft was . . 59,045 
1831 ,, . . 66,554 

Difference . 7,509 
being twelve and seven-tenths per cent in ten years. 
I do not know whether you are curious about the 
bogs of Ireland; but as, according to information. 
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I hove passed the principal ones, for want of a 
better subject I will endeavour to say something 
about them, — I mean as to their extent, origin, and 
formation : in most respects they differ but little 
from what in England is called a peat-moss, only 
they are here peat-mosses chiefly on a grand scale. 
Those which lie to the eastward of the Shannon, in 
the King's County and county of Kiidare, are the 
most extensive, and are collectively called the Bog 
of Allen. If you draw a line on the map from 
Dublin to Donegal, and another from Wicklow 
Head to Limerick, you will include within these 
lines more than a million acres of bog, or about 
one-twentieth part of the whole superficial content 
of Ireland; and if to these bogs you add all the 
rest that are scattered plentifully among the moun- 
tains, together vrith the loughs, the mountains them- 
selves, and the moor-lands, the sum tot^ will be 
found to occupy about one-fourth part of the sur- 
face of all freland. Yet the true Milesians flatter 
themselves that there is no country on the face of 
the globe to be compared with the Emerald Isle, 
and are for ever singing lo Pteans to the 

" great, glorious, and free ; 

Elnt €awer of the earth, fint gem of the aea;" 

and thus, by mutilating Mr. Moore's couplet, they 
convert into the assertion of a fact, what the poet 
meant only as the expression of a wish, that Ireland 
might be, what she i« not — 
"WertUuniBll that I wish thee, great, gloriont, and fT««,"&e. 
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Take the deed for the wish, however, and let us then 
see how the maimed couplet fits Ireland at it is. 
To the epithets of " great" and " glorious " Ireland 
may undoubtedly lay some claim. Among her 
sons she may number men great in science, great 
in literature, great in arts; men eloquent in the 
senate and at the bar, and men " great" and " glo- 
rious" in the field. But as to her being " free" in 
her present condition^ and under present circum- 
stances, I should suppose most people will demur, 
when it is notorious that two-thirds of her popu- 
lation are enslaved, either by the priests or the land- 
lords ; held by the former in the very worst bond ef 
slavery — that of the mind; — and by many of the 
latter in a state of poverty and destitution. With re- 
gard to the upper ranks, the gentry, merchants, ai^ 
professional gentlemen, whether civil or military, I 
shall content my3elf by transcribing from my note- 
book a " character," drawn, I believe, by Edmund 
Burke, the truth of which few will dispute — " Hos- 
pitable, generous, and brave; easily led, but hard 
to be driven ; of lively, rather than lasting passions ; 
very susceptible of resentment, but more susceptible 
of gratitude ; and quickly forgetting past injuries 
in the contemplation of present, or recollection of 
recent acts of kindness." It may also be admitted 
that Ireland has a just title to be called " the land 
of the beautiful and the brave; tbelandof the min- 
strel, the saint, and the sage ; and the home of all 
that is lovely and endearing." 

It would be difficult to uoderstand clearly what 



:,q,t,=cdbvGoOgle 



284 OALWAY TO UMERICK. [LettwXlV. 

is m«5Bnt (metaphorically, I suppose) by the " first 
flower of the earth." The first flower of Irish earth 
(speaking physically) is without doubt the flower 
of the potato, whose root feeds and breeds the mil- 
lion ; — but if extensive woods of noble forest-trees ; 
if thousands of gentlemen's seats, surrounded with 
belts of young plantations, and embellished with 
groups of stately trees ; if inclosures in the highest 
state of cultivation, protected and enlivened by 
quickset hedges; if habitations of the peasantry, 
neat and clean and comfortable, each with its 
little garden, supplied with fruit and flowers and 
vegetables; if the poorest labourer, well fed and 
decently clothed ; and if the aged, the helpless and 
infirm, when destitute, are taken care of: if these be 
accidents necessary to constitute " the first flower 
of the earth," then, most assuredly, Ireland is m>f 
that " flower." 

With regard to " the first gem of the sea," by 
whidi is meant, I suppose, that which is set in, 
or surrounded by, the sea; I may allow one to 
speak of its lustre who knew, well both its beauties 
and its blemishes ; and though the latter may ' be 
somewhat overcharged in the picture, yet it must 
be granted that it contains much that is, unfor- 
tunately, but too true. 

" I never yet saw in Ireland a spot of earth two 
feet wide that bad not in it something to displease. 
I think I once was in your county, Tipperary, 
which is, like the rest of the whole kingdom, a bare 
face of nature, without houses or plantations; filthy 
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cabins, miserable, tattered, half-starved creatureSj 
scarce in human shape j one insolent, ignorant, op- 
pressive squire to be found in every twenty miles 
riding; a parish-church to be found only in a sum- 
mer day's journey, in comparison of which an 
Engliuh fanner's barn is a cathedral; a bog of 
fifteen miles round; every meadow a slough, and 
every hill a mixture of rock, heath, and marsh. 
The Shannon is rather a lake than a river, and has 
not the sixth part of the stream that runs under 
London-bridge. Pray take care of damps, and 
when you leave your bed-chamber, let a fire be 
made to last till night; and after all, if a stocking 
happens to fall off a chair, you may wring it next 
morning*." 

Do not suppose that, in quoting this passage, 
evidently written in a misanthropical humour, I at 
all agree in the accuracy of the picture ; on the 
contrary be assured that, as far as I have gone, I 
am delighted both with the country and the people ; 
much of the former being really beautiful, and the 
great mass of the la^r always civil, obliging, and 
cheerful. It is the nonsense of the poetical hyper- 
bole, as it stands curtailed, that I venture to find 
fault with — that eternal chaunt of 

'' Fint flower of the esrtb, first gem of the aea," 
which is launched forth on all occasions, — in the 
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senate, on the hustings, and in dinner speeches, — 
as if Ireland was a country superior to all the 
world. 

But revenons a nos moufons. The question of 
the growth and formation of bogs has often been 
discussed, and various conclusions arrived at. Some 
have attributed their origin to the destruction of 
forests that occupied their present site, or the rising 
grounds neart to them; others contend that the 
trees found in them have been washed down after 
the bog was in existence, which is the more pro- 
bable, from their being found mostly not far from 
the margins, and never at the very bottom : others, 
again, are of opinion that they were originally 
lakes and morasses, which in process of time be- 
came bog, by the successive decomposition of the 
numerous plants that invaded them. This, I be- 
lieve, is considered as the most probable hypo- 
thesis : it requires time only to arrive at this con- 
clusion ; and a small portion of that time, which 
has elapsed since Ireland emerged from the waters, 
would be required for the production of the deepest 
bog that is known, which may be reckoned about 
forty feet 

They distinguish three different kinds of bog: 
the red, composed mostly of fibrous peat ; the 
black, of solid compact peat; and the flow-bog, 
which I beheve is simply a morass. Some of 
them are well covered with verdure, arising from 
the various species of plants found in a dourish- 
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ing state on the surface, of which the mosses, 
the lichens, and the confervse are the roost nu- 
merous. The common heafh and the bog-myrtle, 
the fiorin-grass and the cotton-grass, are abundant 
The fibres of these and other plants, in cutting 
down, may be traced to the depth of ten or twelve 
feet; more particularly those of the Sphagnum 
palustre, the bog-moss, which are so strong and 
tough, that the peasantry call them old women's 
tow. The peat below this gradually becomes more 
compact, but still exhibiting a fibrous appearance 
in different stages of decomposition, till at laat, at 
the depth of thirty or forty feet, it becomes quite 
black, and so hard and compact as almost to take 
a polish. Even this is obviously composed mostly 
of vegetable matter, and bums away to white ash{>s, 
similar to those from wood, except when tinged 
with iron, when they assume a brownish tint. 

There is on record an instance of the formation 
and growth of a bog within the memory of one in- 
dividual. You will find an account of it in a note 
of Darwin's Botanic Garden, or Loves of the Plants, 
taken from a very early volume of the " Philoso- 
phical Transactions." It is briefly this. In the 
year 1651, the Earl of Cromartie, then at the age 
of nineteen, observed in the parish of Lpckbum a 
valley covered with a forest of old trees, the stems 
without bark, and the branches without leaves; 
and he learned from some old people, that this wa^ 
the usual state of fir-trees about the termination of 
their existence, and that the first storm would pro- 
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bably level those in question. Fifteen years after 
this, happening to travel the same way, his lord- 
ship recollected the old fir-trees, which had now 
disappeared, and the valley was covered with a 
level, green morass, the trees having choked up 
the rills, bringing down earth and mud from the 
surrounding heights, forming an impassable mo- 
rass. Curious to try its solidity, the noble lord 
slipped in up to the arm-pils. Some thirty-three 
years after this, the morass had become a solid 
pe^-bog, out of which bis lordship saw the peasants 
digging peat. Alt this may be true, as his lord- 
ship has tdld it, but I doubt very much whether it 
can be considered as a genuine bog. 

Most of the bogs are considerably above the 
level of the sea; some of them upwards of three . 
hundred feet: they chieSy rest upon limestone 
gravel, frequently mixed with clay or marl. In 
the body of the bog are generally found large tim- 
ber trees, of oak, fir, beech, birch, holly, and yew. 
The oak is firm, compact, and in every respect de- 
sirable for, and used in, buildings; the holly and 
the yew are so hardened as to take a fine polish. 
The spliti of fir make excellent torches, the prin- 
ciple of ioflaramability being apparently much in- 
creased by immersion in the bog. 

Another substance is frequently met with in 
the bogs, which is known in Ireland by the name 
of bog-butter, and is generally believed by the 
peasantry to be, in reality, butter: how it came 
there I have not met with even a conjecture; but 
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as it is known that numbers of animals have 
perished in these bogs, may it not be the muscular 
jpart3 of such animals converted into adipocire ? 

But that extraordinary animal, which is no longer 
in existence, and to which is given the name of cer- 
vus megaceros (from its immense antlers), is some- 
times, though I believe seldom, found in regular 
bogs, but generally in valleys near the feet of the 
hills ; mostly in marl-pits, but sometimes among 
rolled pebbles, or gravel. They are usually known 
by the name of the fossil elk of Ireland; to which 
island, however, they are not peculiar, the same 
species having been found in the Isle of Man, in 
France, Italy, and Germany. The finest specimen 
known, as I have already told you, is that in the' 
Royal Museum of Dublin, a description of which 
was published some years ago *, with a figure of 
the complete skeleton, the antlers of which are of 
the following shape and dimensions : — 



Length from a to a . . . . 9 ft. 2 iacb«>. 
Length of each uiIUt, o, i . . 5 !l 
OKiLlestbieadthaf palm, c, d . 2 10 

■ Bj John Hart, H.H.I.A., Membei of the RojaL College of 
Surgeona in Iielaoil, &c. 
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Mr. Hart observes, that " this magnificent skele- 
ton, when surmounted by the head and beauti- 
fully expanded antlers, extended out to a distance 
of aiearly six feet on either side, fonns a splendid 
display of the reliques of the former grandeur of 
the animal kingdom, and carries back the ima- 
^oation to a period when whole herds of this 
noble animal wandered at large over the face of the 
country." 

But the most extiaordinary discovery yet made, 
in digging deep into a bog, is that (which I alluded 
to in a former letter) of an ancient structure of 
wood dug out of Dnimkelin bog, in the parish of 
Inver, on the northern coast of Donegal Bay; so 
ancient, indeed, as toleod to the conclusion that, 
at the date of erecting the building, the use of iron 
was unknown to the natives. The discovery was 
made in Jun^ 1833, by James Kilpatrick, when 
searching for bog-timber. TliiB process is per- 
formed by probing the bog with long iron rods, 
varying in length from eight to fi^Wn feet. The 
description is given by Captain Mudge, of the royal 
navy, who is employed in surveying that part of 
the coast, and who was an eye-wituess of all that 
he describes, the details of which were sent to the 
Society of Antiquaries, and will, I presume, be 
published in the "Archteologia." 

The upper part of the house was only four feet 
below the preset surface of the bog ; but as suc- 
cessive layers of peat had been taken c^ for forty 
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years, aod comparing it with the neighbouring 
surface which had not been removed. Captain 
Mudge thinks that the depth of the roof may be 
taken at sixteen feet. The whole frame-work was 
80 firmly put together, that it required the use of a 
crow-bar to tear it asunder. The roof was quite 
flat, composed of broad oak planks, from one and 
a half to three inches thick, which had evidently 
been split with wedges from sohd blocks, the fibres 
being torn, and remaining as rough as common 
laths. The edges bore the round form of the tree, 
being untrimmed in any manner. Th& seams ap- 
peared to be filled up with a cement of grease and 
fine sea-sand, which wss the case with the seams ctf 
the planking of the floor. The house was twelve 
feet square by nine feet high, formed of rough 
blocks and planks. It was divided into two apart- 
ments by a second floor, at about the-half-way of 
its height, each room being four feet high in- the 
clear. The fabric rested on a bed or layer of fine 
sand, thickly spread on the surface of the bog, 
which continues to the depth of fifteen feet below 
the foundation of the structure, as was ascertained 
by probing with an iron rod. 

The frame-work was made of oak logs, the main 
sleepers, resting on the sand, were of a whole tree 
split in two, and the round part upwards; when 
put together they measured twenty-three inches in 
diameter, and supposing the four fnnn the same 
tree, as they appeared to be, were twenty-four feet 
o 2 
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long. Into these the upright poats of the frame 
were mortised. Tftese morticea were rudely cut, or 
rather bruised, with some kind of blunt instrument; 
and there seemed to be little doubt that a stone 
chisel, found on the floor of the house, was the 
identical tool with which the mortices were made. 
Captain Mudge says, " By comparing the chisel 
with the cuts and marks of the tool used in forming 
the mortices and grooves, I found it to correspond 
exactly with them, even to the slight curved surface 
of the chisel. A second stone, larger than the 
former, was also found on the floor, which, being 
ground at one end to an edge, was probaldy used 
as a wedge for splitting the timber. It is said to be 
of quartz." I have seen this chisel, which appears 
to be of fine, close-grained, black basalt. The 
outside planks, which formed the sides, were laid 
edgewise on each other, the lowest one being in- 
serted in a groove of the sleepers. One whole side, 
supposed to be the front of the house, was left en- 
tirely open. 

Some ingenuity appears to have been displayed 
in putting this rude fabric together, by means of 
mortices and stone-wedges, to keep them tight and 
prevent shaking. The floor alone was unmortised, 
but each plank being from four to six inches thick, 
split out of solid trees, their own weight was almost 
sufBcient to keep them steady; and they were, be- 
sides, jammed into the frame. Besides the two 
stones above-mentioned, there was a flat freestone 
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slab, three feet by one, and two inches thick, having 
a hollow in the middle, about ttlree-quarters of an 
inch deep. It was presumed to be a sort of de- 
posit for nuts, a large quantity of whole and broken 
ones being found on the spot; and several round 
shingle stones strewed about, were supposed to have 
been used to crack them. 

On digging a drain to carry off the water, which 
soon supplied the vacant space occasioned by the 
removal of the house, a paved road, or pathway, was 
opened out to the distance of fourteen yards, at the 
end of which was a hearthstone, composed of flat 
freestone slabs, and about three feet square, covered 
with ashes and charcoal ; and close to it were about 
three or four bushels of half-burnt charcoal, and 
nut-shells in great quantities, most of them broken, 
and some of them charred. There were also seve- 
ral blocks of wood and pieces of bog-turf, partly 
bumed. 

By sinking the drain about six feet, a course of 
stones was found, like a pavement, resting on a 
bed of birch and hazel-wood bushes, the interstices 
of the stones filled up with fine sea-sand, such as 
is now seen in Donegal Bay, about two miles from 
the spot, from whence also the shingle-stones had 
been brought ; and the freestone slabs were exactly 
such as are quarried at this day within a mile of the 
place. The bark of the birch and hazel appeared 
as fresh as if the trees had but just been cut down ; 
and the colour of the wood was unchanged, but it 
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was as soft as a cabbf^e-stalk. All the oak was as 
sound as that which is every day dug out of the 
neighbouring bogs. 

On a subsequent visit. Captain Mudge disco- 
vered two thick oak planks, with a mortice in each, 
which be thinks were for the uprights of a doorway 
leading to the passage; and from the number <^ 
ends of large oak logs seen in the sides of the sec- 
tion of the drBJn, he is of opinion that they belong 
to some other building, and that the one uncovered 
was only for a sleeping-place. When we consider 
that stumps of trees were standing, and their roots 
exposed on the same level of the bog on which the 
foundation of the house rests, similar in all respects 
to the timbers thereof, and that the bog has been 
probed to the depth of fifteen feet, we are carried 
back to a period of time to which the memory of 
man — we may perhaps say the history of man — 
does not extend; and the conjecture of Captain 
Mudge is not improbable, " that some sudden and 
overwhelming calamity had buried all in one ruin." 
May not that calamity have been occasioned by 
the flowing of some neighbouring bog over that on 
which the house was built ? 

The annexed rough sketch will convey a general 
idea of this ancient structure. 
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" Why not cultivate your bogs?" was a question 
put to a small farmer : " you know that by paring 
and burning ; by a little limestone gravel ; by marl, 
sea-sand, or sea-weed, you get an excellent crop of 
potatoes the first year, and bariey or oats the fol- 
lowing years." " Very true, your honour ; and if 
we could get a bit of a lease fur fourteen or twenty 
years, it might do; but to have it taken from us 
when brought into heart, or to keep it only by pay- 
ing rent for it, would not do at all. And what 
would become of poor ould Ireland, if no turf was 
left to boil the praties?" I have heard a similar 
question put in England — " What shall we do for 
fuel when all the coal shall be exhausted?" There 
are people who look forward five or six hundred years 
to this event. This idea having thus been broached, 
I immediately set about a rough calculation with 
regard to the duration of peat-bogs — but without 
-the lea^t pretension to anything like accuracy — the 
result of which is as follows ; — I supposed them to 
consist of two millions of acres; that, on an average, 
^hey were two yards deep; that there were one 
million and a half of families, and that each family, 
on an average, consumed twenty-seven cubic feet of 
turf annually; the bogs, upon this moderate esti- 
mate, would not be exhausted — even supposing them 
not to grow — in seven hundred years *, 

* Mi. Griffith, an able geologist, who ii [seporing foe pub- 
licatiun a Geological Map of Iivluid, has stated, from hii own 
observation dutlng twentj years, an exaniple of a bog hiring 
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It was natural enough to ask what would become 
of Ireland if there were no bogs. Coal, if plentiful, 
would never answer for the cottages and cabins. 
The Scotch highlanders when, for their sod-huts, 
the Marquess of Stafford gave them stone build- 
ings with chimneys, said they were^cold, andjwith- 
out smoke to warm them; so say the Irish, who 
would not be happy if deprived of the smell and 
the smoke of turf; — nay, I am credibly informed, 
it is no uncommon thing for them to stop up the 
hole in the thatch, to keep the smoke in and make 
the cabin warm. There is little danger of their 
being deprived of this luxury. Until Ireland shall 
be in a more tranquil and settled state, and capital 
itow into that country, the bogs and the heath-lands- 
will remain as they are. 

gfowD at the rate of (hw inchei evety yeai. Thii, hotrerer, mutt 
be conaideied ai a tgtjf udububI and eztraocdiDaTy instance. The 
bog below thaJt on which the houH aboTC-mentioned itood, miut 
ucccsaaiilf have exiat«d prioi: to ths itmnpi ajid Tools of the ti««i 
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CMtle MbikI — Biucoiii'i Cars — Killainej ajid it( CFaird»— 
View from Ron Carile — The ''KenmBie Aran " — Tour TDond 
tke Ijiee — Dcmloir Sap — The Purple Uonutain — View oT 
IfGiUieuddj's Beeki, &c bom th* nmunit of— Tlie ThiM 
I<ake« — HueknH Abbey and Domain — Buiying-groiuid of 
Mucbon and I^gendi — Dimeiuiout of the Lakes — compared 
wilk thoie of Lau|{h Enw^Baneful efivcta of Politic*— An 
aAtrat Waitei — Eagles and Dumb boj. 



On the morning of the 23rd, when I left Limerick 
by the mail for Killamey, two other nuuls were 
preparing to start about the same hour — all well- 
apupointed coaches, apparently little if at all infe- 
rior to our own. The first part of our road, as far 
as Bathkeal, was carried over the same kind of good 
soil for grain and pasture as on the other side of 
Limerick. At this small town we observed a de- 
tachment of the constabulary force escorting four 
ruffianly- looking men, handcuffed, the first criminal 
captives I had seen in Ireland. The same kind of 
pasture and grain country continued until we 
passed the village of Newcastle, soon after which 
it gradually rose into a range of hills, chiefly 
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covered with heather, ia crossing which, as usual, 
we were favoured with plenty of rain. 

Mud and turf cottages had now entirely takea 
place of atoae, some looking iiK«e comfortable tbaa 
others, but many of them very miserable, admitting 
both wind and weather through the sides and the roof. 
Having cleared the hills, the country again becomes 
flat, as far as Castle I^and. At this place there is a 
division of the roads, one passing westerly toTralee, 
and the other proceeding towards Killamey; and 
tbis being my route, I was here transferred iato 
another coach. At Castle ' Island, and indeed at 
©very place where we stopped to change horses, wa 
were surrounded by innumerable beggars, common 
enough iu all parts of Iceland, but more numerous 
here and vtoie clamorous than elsewhere, save per- 
haps at Castleb^. But begging is a trade in Ire- 
land, wlucb the Catholic religion Tatber encourages 
than otherwise, alms-giving being considered one of 
the virtues, and solicited at all times and places, 
oven in the house of God. 

I soon discovered that I had changed my vehicle 
for the worse. The Killamey coach was badly 
driven over a bad road, hilly and stony ; but it was 
some consol^ioo to be told that the noble ruige of 
mountains, close to Killamey, marked the distance 
we had to travel and showed us (bat it could not be 
great. The indifferent state of the road was annoy- 
ing enough, but not half so much so as the conduct 
of the youth who drove us. This foolish fellow 
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seemed to derive his greatest amuBement from teas- 
ing and abusing the poor horses by the coa^ant 
application of his whip, without the slightest neces- 
sity, solely, as I thought, for the pleasure of showing 
to his passengers how skilfully he could whisk it 
about 

In this part of the journey I saw, for the first 
time, two or three of Bianconi's cars. Their con- 
struction is similar to the common ouhuie jaunting- 
car, but on a larger scale, carrying four or fire 
passengers on a side, having four wheels, and drawn 
by two horses. If the Irish did not seem to have a 
predilection for ^tting ba£k to back, but would 
turn the seats the other way, and face each other, 
I should advise them to cover the machine over 
with a roof, and the car of Biancont might thus be 
converted into something like the omnibus of Shilli' 
' beer: I venture to assure them that they would 
find it, in this rainy climate, a much more conve- 
nient and comfortable carriage. 

The approach to Killamey from Castle Island is 
flat, and in fact across a bog; but the Tomies, the 
Glenaa, the Turc, and the Mangerton mountains, 
forming a sort of crescent in front of the observer, 
entirely absorb the attention, and divert it even 
from Lord Kenmare's beautiful park and grounds, 
which are on the undulating surface, and imme- 
diately surround the town of Killamey. The 
first object that catches the eye of the stranger on 
driving into the town is the prodigious number 
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of idlers lounging at every corner of the streets. 
The town itself, at least the maio street, is pretty 
enough, but on either side the lanes and alleys 
have a dirty appearance, and the people strolling 
about were not at all prepossessing, most of them 
having a careless, listless, discontented, in short, 
what I should call, a radical look. There was 
stirring enough, however, as we drove up to the 
" Kenmare Arms " hotel, where the coach stopped. 
Here I found myself instantly surrounded. Jolted 
and jostled by a set of hungry-looking fellows, who 
all at once began to assail me with open mouths. 
One offered himself and his boat, the best in all 
Killamey — another his pony to take me to the 
Gap — a third slily recommended the other two "to 
get out of that, for ihure the gintleman knows what 
he likes best ;"— and theu confidentially whispering 
in my ear — " Shure, your honour, mine's the best 
pony in the world to carry you to the lop of Man- 
gerton." Escaping from this troublesome group, 
comes a fellow directly in front, with his pockets 
full of divers-sized packets of arbutus-seed, which 
he assures me " There's niver the gintleman comes 
to Killamey that doesn't buy some to take home 
wid him." Add to all these some dozen or two 
be^ars, male and female, who fill up the outer 
circle, and the whole time chime in with their pious 
ejaculations, blessing and praying, and preserving 
his honour's long life, and his honour^s father and 
mother, and his wife and children ; and these again 
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are iBtemipted by a h«a,p of ra^ed eiraod boys, 
oSvring to ^ to the post-office for his boDoox's 
IbUcis — or, in short, to do anything in the worU 
for sixpence; and lastly come the prsseing aatd 
polite invitations of the waiten of the napeedve 
inns, -which however is not peculiar to Ireland. 
From tbiB epecimes you may form stsoe alight idea 
of the hearty and welcome reception a strai^r 
me^B with on bis arrival at Killarney. 

Being a bttte ruffled at such a crowd, I made a 
rude niflh through them, anxious to get clear of suefa 
troublesome suitors ; and having seen my luggage 
safe m my room, and ordered dinner, the eveoiiig 
being tolerably fine, I walked down to take a cur- 
sory view of the lakes, on the margin of the largest 
of which Ross Castle is situated. This ancient castle 
is a fine picturesque, ivy-mantled ruin, overlooking 
the I^wer Lake. It is the usual place where those 
intending to take the water embark. From the 
tower of this old castle there is an excellent view- 
Immediately in front is Ross Island, beautifully 
embellished with a mixture of oaks, ashes, firs, lin- 
dens, and splendid evergreens, the arbutus, yew, and 
the holly, rising almost to the size of forest trees. On 
tbs right and left is spread out the broad expansive 
lake, with the finely-wooded island of Imiisfallen; 
and OD the opposite shore the lofty mount^nsof 
Tomies and Glenaa, with their wooded margins 
overhanging the waters of the lake, and their 
brown heathy sides melting gradually into the stona- 
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grey of their aumnuts. On the right of these, and 
more distanl in the west, are seen the lofty, jagged 
Reeks of M'Gillicuddy ; and in the Bouth the hi^ 
ntund »unmit of Mangertoo, a mssBy monntain of 
considerable height, but devoid of all picturesque 
beauty. With this basty glimpse I was satisfied 
foF this evening. 

On returning from my walk I fell in with a 
mounted beggar. The poor fellow had lost both 
legs, and he held a paper in his hand which, on in- 
spection, I perceived to be a portrait of himself, 
sketched in an artist-like manner, and in the comer 
the name of Wilkie. I asked him if he would sell it. 
He said, " No, Sir ; it has been a fortunate picture 
for me, as gentlemen on seeing it very kindly give 
me something " one gentleman, he said, had offered 
him five guineas for it, but he thought it would 
bring him a great deal more, as gentlemen all 
seemed to like Mr. Wilkie's name. 

I had no sooner taken my seat in the coSee-room, 
than I found myself in the very midst of touiists. 
In one comer sat half-a-dozen noisy and merry- 
looking fellows, clustered together, with an array 
of maps stretched out before them, talking over 
the exploits of the day, and making arrangements 
for the morrow. In another might be seen some 
solitary tourist (like myself) poring over a well- 
thumbed " Guide to the Lakes," and ever and anon 
seeking information or explanation from the waiter. 
Some were busily employed with (heir knives and 
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forks, in different parts of the room ; while others 
were amusing themselves with readinsr over tha 
Dames of the numerous visiters contained ia the book 
that is kept for their insertion, and in which may 
be found what are intended for flashes of wit I 
once peeped into this general consignment of expe- 
rimental efforts of genius, and having discovered, 
amongst some other equally v^uable information, 
"that the port at the Kenmare Arms was," in the 
opinion of the writer, "finer than any port on the 
lakes," I felt satisfied, and hastily dosed the volume. 
After a short debate with myself whether I 
should employ the following day afloat or on horse- 
back, I resolved, in the uncertain slate of the 
weather, to adopt the latter plan, and to make a 
complete circuit of the three lakes, whereas by 
' boating according to rule it would occupy three 
days, supposing them all fair — a monstrous suppo- 
sition in Ireland— which I had not at my disposal. 
Ab the morning turned out remarkably fine, I set 
off at an early hour on a little pony, and starting 
from Killamey, westerly, rode completely round 
the margin of the three lakes, the Upper, the 
Middle, and the Lower, keeping them the whole 
way on my left. 

The road from Killamey does not come inmie- 
diately upon the margin of the lower lake ; the 
fii^t approach to it being at the northern extre- 
mity, where all the three discharge their com- 
bined waters by the River Laune into Dingle 
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Bay. At this spot is the Castle of Dunlow, and 
near it the seat of Mr. John O'Connell, a gentle- 
man whom I heard well spoken of; one who has 
good senie enough not to embrangle himself in 
the turmoil of politics, contented with the rational 
occupations of domestic life in the country. He 
keeps a pack of deer hounds, and as these wild 
animals are confined mostly to the wooded hills of 
Lord Kenmare and Mr. Herbert, it is chiefly 
through their kindness he can indulge in his fa- 
vourite sport. Crossing an old bridge over this 
river, I skirted the base of the Tomies mountain, 
and its adjoining one of Glenaa on the left, with 
the east end of M'Gillicuddy's Reeks on my right, 
and soon reached the entrance of the Gap of Dun- 
low, a narrow and deep irregular defile, betiveen 
the Reeks and the Purple Mountain. Being de- 
termined to ascend this latter mountain for the 
sake of a view, — for here the sight of all the 
lakes is intercepted, — I dismounted, and sent my 
pony on to wait for me at Brandon Lodge, once the 
seat of Lord Brandon, which ia near the end of the 
Gap, and close to the upper end of the upper lake. 
In the mean time I ascended the " Purple Moun- 
tain," so called from the large loose fragments of 
stone about its summit, the debris of the rugged 
clifls, of a dark purplish clay-slate, which give to 
the mountain that hue when viewed from a distance 
in the valley. Being somewhat, as you know, of the 
Toiot iKvs family, I made the ascent in about an 
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hour. 1^ day was as fine as ever shone from the 
heavens ; it was one day in a hundred, as the guide 
remarked, not a cloud to interrupt the view, and 
the whole range of M'Gillicuddy's Reeks, witii 
their peaked and jagged sununits, lay beautifully 
before me, the loftiest point of which, called Carrtm 
Tual, is stated to be the highest in all Ireland, 
measuring, according to the trigonometrical survey, 
three thousand three hundred and ninety-four feet. 
The prospect was varied, extensive, and grand. On 
the west was the silver stream of the Laune, 
meandering into Dingle Bay, and a little to the 
left the great cluster of the Iveragh Mountains; 
on the south-west the river and bay of Kenmare ; 
on the B<futh, and close at hand, the rounded and 



Thi Rtei; fnm Hit iWpA JUomtam, 
T CuranTual, three tlioiuand three hundred and ntnety-f 
6«l, the highut in Ir^wd. 
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unsightly sumniit of Mangerlon, boasting an elevEi- 
tioQ of about two thousand five hundred and fifty 
(eet; and on the east the grounds and abbey of 
Muckross ; but Roas Castle, with its well-pluited 
island, and beyond it the town of Killamey, were 
from this point hidden from the sight. On the 
summit of the Purple Mountain a heap of stones 
was piled up, in which, I suppose, the officers em- 
ployed in the trigonometrical survey of Ireland had 
fixed their staQa, as these piles are observable on 
all the highest p(»nts in the island. 

On descending to the summit of the Grap, I again 
mounted my little pony at Brandon Lodge, now in 
the occupation of Mr. Hutchinson, but whether a 
brother of the gentleman who was a feUow voyager 
ko Iceland in the " Flower of Yarrow," I had not 
time to inquire. This upper lake is inck«ed by 
mountains and surrounded with beautiful woodland 
scenery, and is crowded with islands well clothed 
with timber trees of every description. Towards the 
farthest end of Upper Lake I came upon the new 
line of road from Kenmare, just where it passes 
through a tunnel. This beautiful road is carried 
along the margin of the Channel that separates the 
upper from the middle or Turc Lake, and con- 
tinues to the eastern end of Lower Lake. Tba 
rocks that inclose the Channel or natural canal are 
very romantic, every cleft being choked with the 
arbutus, holly, and other evergreens : it is two 
miles long, and about the middle is the firomon- 
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tory called the " Eagle's Nest," a favourite place 
for the landing of visiters passing through the canal. 
TluB is one of the spots where the echoes are re- 
peated, and where my ears were greeted with the 
full and melodious tones of the distant hugles, that 
were sounding on the difierent parts of the lakes, 
and I am not sure that I did not enjoy the reverbe- 
rations of the pateraros from the mountains more 
than if I had been in the boat from which they 
were fired off. The scenery along the whole of 
this beautiful piece of road is quite enchanting. 

Turc Lake is but partially divided from Lower 
Lake by a beautifully-wooded tongue of land, the 
delightful domain of Mr. Herbert, on which, rearing 
its head amidst the forest trees, is seen the ancient 
and ivy-grown tower of Muckross Abbey. The 
mansion, called Turc Lodge, stands in a park and 
grounds of unrivalled beauty. Mr. Herbert, to 
whom it belongs, is a young man just of age, and of 
large property in the neighbourhood of the lakes. 
I vras the bearer of a letter of introduction to him, 
but, with my usual bad luck, did not find him at 
home, he having gone, as I was informed, to Kalisch 
to be present at the grand review of the Russian 
troops. In the grounds is a very pretty water- 
fall, the first I had yet seen in Ireland— for I do not. 
reckon as anything the cascades of Ballisedere and 
Ballyshannon, denuded as they are of those sylvan 
honours, vrithout whic^the water loses half its effect. 
A little to the left, on ascending a hill, a lovely view 
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is obtained on one side over the greatest extent of 
the lower lake, and on the other the Turc or middle 
lake, with their numerous woods and plantations 
by which they are surrounded. This is a. spot 
which no one should fail to viait, as from it he has 
a fine view of the grounds of Ross Castle and the 
hanging woods which friuge the margins of the 
Tomies and Glenaa Mountains, casting their deep 
shadows across the glossy surface of the water. 
Here, and indeed in all parts of my ride, I ob- 
served the vast shrubberies, if I may so call them, 
of evergreens, the most luxuriant I had ever met 
with, all planted, or apparently planted, by the 
hand of nature. The holly grows into an immense 
tree, the arbutus ascends to the height of from 
twenty to thirty feet, and the yew towers above 
both. All these may be seen grouped among the 
rocks and dells, mingled with oaks, ashes, firs and 
birches, intertwining their branches, and exhibit- 
ing every tint and shade of verdure. The cele- 
brated Dr. Berkley, Bishop of Cloyne, said, " The 
French monarch might perhaps build another Ver- 
sailles, but all his revenues would not enable him 
to lay out another Muckross." A great deal has 
been done upon Mr. Herbert's property in plant- 
ing Scotch firs, larches, and other forest trees, parti- 
cularly upon the heights of Turc and Glenaa, where 
they seem to thrive remarkably well. 

From Turc Lodge I proceeded down to take a 
■ nearer view of Muckross Abbey, a fine, picturesque 
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old niin, pretty much of the same description 
as those that occur in vanous parts of Ireland; 
but Muckross, from its position, and even in itselC 
is perhaps a more eonunanding object than most of 
tbem. I told you that at Roes Abbey (near Ciy- 
dagh) heaps of skulls and bones were scattered 
about in great confusion. Here too the same dis- 
gusting exhibition of the remains of poor mortality 
meet the eye in thousands of both kinds, piled 
up in every comer, and strewed over the ground. 
Like Roes Abbey also that of Muckross is still 
used as a favourite burial-ground for the district of 
Killarney. The intelligent guide who conducted 
me over the ruins informed me that tenpence only 
vraa the sum demanded for the interment of each 
person, but permission must first be obt^ned, 
and proof be brought that some of the applicant's 
ancestors had held graves (or rather that graves 
had held the ancestors). The man pointed out to 
me a vault which be had selected for himself, 
whenever it might come to his turn to be iMd 
therein, though the first of his family that had been 
laid in that particular spot, observing at the same 
time, " And sure, it's a mighty pleasant thing 
to be dacentty put in the earth along wid your 
own people." I could not but admire the cod 
manner in which he spoke on the subject; but 
this ia a national trwt: they not only very fre- 
quently provide their coffins and keep them, as the 
Chinese do, consfncuously in the house, but make 
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a point of laying by, out of their savings, a sum of 
money to enable their survivors to give at their 
death a glorious wake, and also a handsome funeral, 
besides something to the priest to pray for their 
souls while in purgatory. 

Three chieft^ns of some note lie buried here— 
M'Carty More, O'Donoghue More of the Gleo, 
and O'SuhyaB More. One of the 0'Doni»hue9, 
nearly the last of the race, was recently interred, 
when a splendid funeral is said to have taken places 
Tbsn is a legend regarding O'Donoghue and his 
white horse whidi, even yet, I am credibly in- 
ftHrmed, is believed by the lower classes, and not 
wholly disbelieved by some who ought to be better 
informed. His spirit is supposed to make its 
appearance on May-day morning, gliding over the 
lake on his favourite white horse. " It is said," says 
Mr. Moore, "that there was a young and beautiful 
girl, whose imagination was so impressed with this 
visionary chieftain, that she fancied herfelf in love 
with him j and at last, in a fit of insanity, on a May 
morning, threw herself into the lake." 
<■ or alL the nrMt death* tlut mudeni die, 
WhoieloTen beneath ths cold uraToba; 

Mo»t aweet, moat «weot, that death will be, 
Which under Ihe next Ma; (nreaing'B li|;bt, 
Whea thou and thy steed are last to eight, 
Dear hiT«, dear lore 1 III die Ibr thee." 
Whilst in the neighbourhood, I thought I might 
perhaps hear some other legends of the lakes; but 
the Mily superstition I could trace was that very 
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common belief of dead men walking the high 
roads at night, and ill-treating all they meet with. 
The guide who rode round the lakes with me ^men- 
tioned a curious circumstance which occurred to him, 
and to the truth of which he said he could at any 
time take a solemn oath. He told me that he was 
one day driving a Kerry cow from Milltown into 
Killarney; that it was broad daylight, when he 
suddenly observed, at a short distance before him, a 
little boy who was attending a herd of cows. Pre- 
sently the little boy (who had on a straw hat) 
drove his cattle through a gap, into the field : 
the guide's cow followed them. He immediately 
jumped through the gap to regain his cow, when 
he found the boy and his herd had vanished. He 
was firmly persuaded of the fact; and escaping 
without harm, he set the urchin down for one of 
the " good folk." 

There are many modem monuments and flat 
stones laid in the choir and the cloisters ; but one 
of the largest and most conspicuous tombs, and 
one not devoid of taste, is that erected to the me- 
mory of Lucy, wife of Christopher Gallway, Esq., 
the present agent, I believe, of Lord Kenmare. It 
was erected, aa is stated on the tablet, by the in- 
habitants of Killarney, as a tribute of respect to 
her memory, for the many endearing virtues which 
she possessed. It is gratifying, even to a stranger, 
to meet with such a testimonial of grateful feeling 
conveyed in expressions like these, free from all 
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interested motives ; how much more must it be so 
to the relatives of the deceased, — to experience such 
a mark of respect to one who moved in the private 
circles of life, and who could only have obtained it 
by private virtues and well-known acts of benefi- 
cence. But the most ancient of modem monuments 
is still living in the shape of a stupendous yew- 
tree, that fills the whole court of the cloisters, and 
entirely overshadows them with its spreading 
branches. We have some fine churchyanl speci- 
mens in England, but I do not remember many 
superior to that of Muckross Abbey • Outside the 
walls there is a stem of ivy, almost as thick as an 
ordinary man's body, curiously twisted and distorted, 
6wing apparently to its having been forced to pro- 
trude its way through a heap of human bones that 
were piled up in the comer where it was growing, 
but which are now removed, the Duke of Northum- 
berland having, as I was told by the guide, directed 
this to be done on visiting the place when Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland. Among the luxuriant ferns 
and the mosses and the lichens which grow on the 
grey rocks here, and in many other parts along the 
margins of the lakes, there was one species of 
moss of most extraordinary luxuriance growing in 

• I Kcollect one touiiat luTJng meuuied iti etem, md rcpoited 
it to be lUrttm fitt in citcumfeituea ; there ii ou« J huTe Be«a in 
tbechtuchjudof Hayliiigl*luid,fJltrfy-n>/«< tmnmnn/rrviKv; 
but it ii ragi^d snd twitted, and laugh h a rock, &ppnring 
lo luT* been an uuon of thie* or foui ttenu j bat tlut of Muck- 
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whole beds of considerable mtent, and bearing the 
colour of a clear, shining, emerald-green : it is the 
hypnum oiopecurttui, the fox-tailed hypnam. I shall 
endeavour to bring a living bunch of it home with 
me. 

Having satisfied my curiosity in the grounds and 
abbey of Muckross, from whence I enjoyed more 
pleasare th^n I can tell you, ip viewing the moun- 
tain and lake scenery before me, I made the best of 
my way to Killamey, crossing the old bridge over 
the Ftesk river, — the only feeder of anyimportanee 
of the lakes. I had no cause td regret my choice of 
the land-journey, by which I saw, in one day, more, 
I aiji certain, than on the water I should have seen 
in three. The circuit I made, including the moun- 
tains of Tomies and Glenaa, (but not the ascent of 
the Purple MountMn,) is about twenty-five miles. 
The dimensions of the lakes, as I measured them 
on a chart made by Mr. Nimmo, i» as fitllows : — 

Length. Bioadest part. Mean bnsdtlk 
Lower lake 5^ miles '2^ miles I^ miles. 
Middle lake 2 do. ^ mile. 

Upper lake 2 do. Very narrow. 

A narrow channel, about two miles and a quarter 
long, connects the upper and the middle lake. If 
in this channel, opposite the " Eagle's nest," a 
small island happened to be placed, the lakes of 
Killamey would bear a strong miniature likeness 
to the Lakes Erne. The upper lakes of both are 
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crowded with islands. I cugbt to consider myself 
most fortunate in the day, as the following was <xae 
of continued heavy rain, which kept everybody to 
the house. Towards evening, howerer, I sauntered 
in the delightful gruunds of Lord Kenmare, close 
to the town, which are kept in high order, but the 
house is indifferent The view of the lower lake 
and its mountains, aa seen from a rising piece 
of ground near the entrance lodge, is very beau- 
ti&d. The avenues of linden trees, the splendid 
oaks, ashes, beeches, chestnuts, and elms, are all in 
a state of vigorous health; and, though late in Sep- 
tember, are full of verdant leaves, widi scarcely any 
appearance of autumnal tints. 

But I must have tired you with Killamey. If 
every one of the five hundred and sixty-eight parties 
who, as my guide informed me, visited Muckross 
last year, and the three hundred and twenty this, 
were to write as much, they could not expect to 
amuse their readers witli a large share of novelty 
or even variety. I aspire to , none, and have only 
a word more to say respecting the neighbourhood 
of KiUamey. It was once, it seems, a happy one; 
but the demon of discord has found his way among 
the inhabitants^— introduced by those busy, restless, 
and reckless pohtical intriguers and ^tators, by 
whom the public uid private peace of Ireland haa 
long been disturbed. The highly respectable and 
respected Lord Kenmare, descended from one of 
the most utcient Catholic famihes of Ireland, and, 
p 2 
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what is still better, the benefactor of Killamey and 
its neighbourhood, has not escaped an ungraterul 
return, because, at the last election, he supported his 
friend, the Knight of Kerry, and thereby offended 
the radical inhabitants of tlds dirty town, who exist 
only by the superfluous money spent by visiters, 
and by the munificence of Lord Kenmare*. lliere 
was a time when a Whig might have ventured to 
show kindness to a Tory friend, and vice vena, but 
now an act of friendship must he looked upon as an 
irremissible delinquency, and persecuted accord- 

* I DOW find tliat Laid Keamacs actcJ no a highec prindiile 
than mere Tiiendthip, u appean rrom his own letter. 

" DbiIR Mil. GALi.wBY.^you Bfo avarv, as the puUie must be, 
that it wai mj determlnatjoti to take no part in the approschinK 
election fur the eoxmij. We are now arrived at a point InyoDd 
which foibeaianra is do lon^ possible ; it is not noir ■ matter of 
politics, — the que>fioii at issue is, whether we are to bow our head* 
to a ayatem of iniolent dictation and intimidation : whether those 
teeholden who will not aubmit to b« lued as men pappafi by Hr. 
O'Connell are to be pointed at with impunitj as objects of insult 
and asMiainatian— fur what other meaaJEgcao be attached to the 
denunciation that a death'a'beatl and crost-bonea are to be afBied 
to the door* of those independent individual*, who will not obey 
hit mandatea ? — when the mob in Tralee it told that those who 
win not Tote aa be dictates, an to be dra^^ from the hustiagi 
and trampled under foot ? Uuder theae arcumslances, I am 
drivFu to abandon in; original inlentioo, and have to requeat that 
you will convey to my i^iendi and tenantry my deure, and moat 
earnest inlna^, that they will vote for the Knight of Keny. I 
certainly do not think that 1 require too much from them, when I 
aak for one vote iiom each. 



:,q,t,=cdbvGoOg[c 



Letter XV.] LIMERICK TO EILLABNEY. 317 

ingly. The employment Lord Keumare affords 
to the labourers, by hia planting and improve- 
ments, is of great importance to the town, when the 
Reason of visiters is at an end. The women, too, 
find employment in weeding and assisting in the 
lighter parts of agriculture ; their wt^es are five- 
pence or sixpence ; those of the men, tenpence to a 
shilling. Provisions are in proportion: salmon, 
threepence to fourpence a pound; beef about the 
same; a pair of turkeys, half -a-crown; a good goose, 
one shilling and sixpence; fowls, one shilling a pair. 
A stupid waiter of the Kenmare Arms afforded 
us some amusement while confined by the rain. 
^ stranger, who had taken his seat at the same 
dinner-table with myself, de^red this waiter to get 
him change for a 51. note. I gave him another for 
the same purpose. Many hours passed away, and 
no waiter nor change appeared : inquiry was made 
but nobody knew anything about him. The head 
waiter vouched ' for his honesty, though he had 
known him only one little month : he had left his 
hat behind; his usual haunts were searched ; every 
whiskey-shop in Killamey — hut all to no purpose. 
All this afforded a mighty deal of amusement to a 
broad-shouldered, good-humoured-looking gentle- 
man, with a respectable pur of mustachios, in the 
next box : " Gentlemen," says be, chuckling heartily, 
*' five shillings a-piece for each of your notes," 
Another hour passed away, and our bold dragoon 
came down to half-a-crown, though he really 
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thought a shilling too much. At length, however, 
the head waiter appeared with the change. It 
turned out that the o&sent waiter had fallen fast 
asleep on a chair in one of the unoccupied rooms, 
where he might luve remained all night, if he had 
not been discovered. He was no bad specimen of 
an Irish waiter, for, on my desiring him to open a 
bottle of "Guinness's stout," I perceived my ofi- 
tent friend very coolly pouring the porter into my 
decanter of sherry. 

In visiting the stable-yard, I observed a boy 
playing with two fine eagles, and lifting them 
about without the least fear of their formidable 
talons. The poor boy I discovered to be dumb, 
and an orphan, supported by the charity of the 
landlord. He endeavoured to make himself useful. 
I was much pleased at the exceedingly clever, 
intelligent, and, I may add, graceful actitm which 
he made use of to express his meaning, and not 
a little afiected to watch the delight with which 
his eyes sparkled when, on looking in my face, 
he discovered that I understood what he meant to 
express. 

I have secured a place on the mail for Coik 
to-morrow morning, from whence you will again 
hear from me. 
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KILLAENEY TO CORK. 

Tumi of Maeromp— BeuitiAil Appnarh to Cwk — Dmuci at Uw 
Mnniioo-hotige — Cork in it* caily State — Canali arched over 
— Maraho dnined — Iiiegulatilj of Building! — Public Edifices 
— The County JhU— EicellenI Begulatiani of— BUcIi Bock — 

' Dundjuiiiin ChIIc— Bankc— Dres»— Eqidpaget— Hm Iiutito- 
4ioD~-Eicumon do«n llt« Lee — The Hacboui of Cove — Tacht 

, Club and TBcbl»~Tbe Didon Fnueb Frigate— Fopulatiao— 
Viait to Blamey Cutle— The Blarney Stoce— Ketum to Cotk 
— Departure for Caitle Martyr. 

Cirri, 3DM Sipltmber, 193». 
Os the morning of tbe 26th I took my leara of 
Killamey and its lovely seeneiy, by his Majesty's 
mail, a conveyance I never fail to seeura when it 
paBBes along my line of road in the day-time, as I 
■am always sure that it will be the best This 
vas a good coach, and the roads were not less 
80 ; but the scenery, excepting the view of some 
mouDtalDB OD our right, was dreary and uninterest- 
ing as far as Millstreet, a poor-looking town, di»- 
tinguisbed only by a barrack without soldiers, and 
a gentleman's house in the neighbourhood, called 
Mount Leader, probably after the name of the 
owner. Here we turned sharp off to the southward 
as far as Macromp, — or Macroono. as it is ustially 
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called, — the road hilly, but equally uninteresting, 
Macromp is a moderate-sized town, and there was 
sn appearance of business transacting in it, and the 
country immediately surrounding it had gi-eatly im- 
proved. I took the opportunity, while they were 
changing horses, to run into the grounds belonging 
toCaptain Hedges, in which is a venerable old man- 
sion completely buried in ivy, said to have been one 
of the strong-holds of Oliver Cromwell. Here the 
road once more resumes its easterly direction, and 
so continues along the left bank of the winding river 
Lee, on either side of which are scattered many 
gentlemen's seats and villas, increasing in number 
as we approached Cork, where the scenery on the 
left bank, with the villas and the hanging woods, be- 
came quite picturesque and beautiful. A fine broad 
road leads, into the city, on which were numerous 
vehicles of all descriptions moving about; — elegant 
carriages, such as would almost attract attention 
on a Sunday in Hyde Park; — private and public 
jaunting-cars; — and several of a new class of car- 
riages, called jingles, which are nothing more than 
inside jaunting-cars, having iron stanchions with 
canvass stretched across them, to serve as awnings 
from th« weather. 

I took up my quarters at the " Imperial," — ^the 
grand hotel of Cork, and perhaps the Clarendon of 
all Ireland, — in which are numerous suites of elegant 
apartments, a noble ball-room, and a large saloon 
or reading-room. To be alone in this great city. 
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amidst a crowd, without an acquiuntance, was but 
a gloomy thought; and as I had a letter of intro- 
duction to Mr. Sainthill, with whose brother, a. 
captain in the navy, I was already acquainted, J 
called to deUver it, and had the good fortune to find 
him at home. Mr. Sainthill informed me that Mr. 
Andrew Spearing, the mayor of Cork, was to give a 
grand dinner that evening at the Mansion -house to. 
the officers of his Majesty's 90th light Infantry, who 
were on the eve of embarking for Ceylon, and said 
be would guarantee me a hearty welcome from his- 
worship, if I would go with him. There was ao- 
resisting such an invitation, affording so good an 
opportunity of seeing something how they manage 
matters of this kind at the Mansion-house of Cork. 
I therefore trudged back to the Imperial to dress 
for dinner. The Sainthills called for me, and w.e 
rattled through the streets in a jingle to the door of 
the Mansion-house. On entering the room where 
the company was assembled, I was duly presented 
to Mr. Mayor, and most cordially welcomed. The 
room was full of red coats, with a few green, strag- 
glers from the rifies, and a fair proportion of 
" blacks and blues." On dinner being announced, 
we proceeded into a long, narrow apartment, well 
calculated for a public dining-room, at one end of 
which was a statue of the great and good King 
William. The dinner was good and well served 
and I think not at all inferior to some of those ttaig 
Utile parties of forty or fifty which you and I have 
p 3 
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sometimea enjoyed at the London Maitsion-honu. 
Tlie toasts were most loyal and conservative. Sir 
Robert Peel's health was received with thundering 
applause, and followed by the i^pn^riate air of 
the " Pine old English Grentleman, all of the oldan 
time." 

You may suppose how kindly attentive his wor- 
ship was to me, when 1 tell you that, on proponng 
the "wooden walls of old England," he was pleased 
to couple -with it my name (or rather yours), which 
compelled me to rise (with no small embarrassment, 
you may he assured), and return, as the reporter 
would say, " a neat and appropriate speech." It 
-was a jovial evening, and long after midnight, be- 
■fore I could make my escape. 

The Irish are fond of prophecy. Creftwi Croker 
has a couplet, regarding the future prosperity of 
Cork, winch runs thus — 

Limerick was, DnbHa is, but Cork will be 

nia ^ateft city of the three. 
It has no doubt attained the rank of the «econ<2 city 
of Ireland already, and is, thou^ but slowly, of 
growing commercial importance. It was originally 
built on a swamp, or marsh, through which the 
river Lee pursued its sluggish course, and of which 
the original founders availed themselves, by leading 
its waters among the buildings, to feed the canals 
which were dug through the several streets, precisely 
'in the same manner as in the towns of Holland. 
About the beginning of the seventeenth century. 
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Camden dmeribeH Cork as being " in tbe fonoe of 
an egge, with the river flowing round about it, and 
running betweene, not passable through but by 
bridges, lying out in length, as it were, in one 
direct broad street." This is " Main-street," which 
still exists. Though by means of these canals, and 
a gradual system of drainage, the marshes have 
■disappeared, various portions of the eity are still 
-distingui^ied as marsbeB by the nanes of iudi- 
Tidnals who drained them, as Dunsconibe's Marsh, 
Pike's Marsh, Hamond's Marsh, &c. Fr(Hn the 
last an embankment, planted with trees, extetl<^ 
about a mile to the westward, called tbe Mardyke, 
which was once the great prcHueoade few the fadiion- 
ables of Cork, but, like many other jJaces of a 
similar kind, has now almost entirely tallen into 
disuse. 

The canals which intersected Cork have nearly 
tlisappeared by being arched over, having thus all 
the advantages of drains, without the inconvenience 
and probably unwholesomenesa of open stagnanl 
water. In consequence of this change, great im 
provements were made in the buildings, both public 
and ^private. In these, however, there is less uni- 
ibrmity than perhaps in any other city. Scarcely 
any two contiguous houses are of the same height, 
or size, or plan; some are of brown and some of 
grey stone ; some of red brick, and others covered 
with weather-slates, blue or purple; some washed 
white, and others yellow. Mr. Croker quotes a 
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humorous little satire he once met with, in which 
Cork is thus described: — 

Here jou may lea 

Mc« houMi proudly cmiseot o'n uld, 
CmfuMdly inleiqwnrd : tb« old on did 
In tobn lUle — the new «e g>y with brick. 
Like new red bottom on an old blue coat. 

With all this, Coik is a splendid city, and well de* 
serving to be considered as the second in the king'^ 
dnn, and its noble harbour the first The principal 
streets are broad, the houses good, and the shops 
abundant and well stocked. The quays are solid 
and extensive, and frequented by a multitude of 
shipping. Tile public buildings are not numerous, 
nor very ornamental, but a new Roman Catholic 
chapel, building by penny subscriptions, on a very 
ill-chosen site, was just finishing, in a style of 
handsome Gothic ; and a new Court-house recently 
completed, the latter a remarkably elegant build- 
ing, reflecting great credit upon Mr. Pain, the 
architect *. In the outskirts of the city is a hand* 
Eome and substantial county Jul, to which I paid 
a visit It is kept in the most cleanly and neiJ; 
order; not a speck of dirt to be seen anywhere, 

* Whru Milking for the Ibundation of thii buildin);, • largi oiti- 
trre wm found lying on a bad of granl fuur feet thick, and eigh- 
teen feet below the preaent nirfaee. The ■nperiucumbeiit natter 
WW alluvial loil, having on it a bed of oytter-abelli, stietcIiioK 
beyond Ihe ipace where the pound had been opened. I haje a 
ipetiinen of the wood, which ii ai black, tolid> and h'UTy ai 
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and the walls beautifully white throughout, owing 
to the constant application of the bru^. The in< 
ternal arrangements are admirable. They arq 
mostly after the plan, and are executed under the 
superintendence, of Captain Hoare, of the navy, 
who has devoted much time and attention in bring* 
ing the establishment to its present state of per- 
fection. Great care is bestowed in promoting the 
health and comfort of the prisoners. Iliree are 
allowed to sleep in one cell, with a good-sized 
window to admit light and air. They are all pro- 
vided with mattresses and comfortable blankets, 
and sleep on wooden bedsteads; but those in the 
House of Correction, which is within the walls of the 
jail, swing in hammocks. I have scarcely ever seen 
the rooms of a barrack so clean and c<»iifortable as 
those of this jail. At the first view I was almost 
inclined to think that the prisoners were too com- 
fortable; but on looking round at the high walls, 
and the massive iron doors, I could not withhold a 
sincere wish, that every possible comfort which 
prudence would admit might be extended to all 
thus circumstanced. The allowance of provisions 
to one and all of the prisoners is a pound of bread 
and a pint of milk at breakfast, and the same at 
dinner; and on Christmas-day two pounds of beef 
are allowed to each. There were a great number of 
females in the jail, who were all looking well and 
cheerful; and, judging from their appearance, I 
should say that a bread-and-milk diet agreed wril 
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with tbem. All kre kept in constant employmeBt; 
some were mending clothes, some washing; and I 
was rather amused with the ]dan whi<^ is hen 
«dopte|d, <rf' rubbing the clothes over a number of 
rollers jdaced dose togel^r in regular successitm 
in a wooden frame : certainly a preferable mode to 
that in general use in Ireland, of beating tfa^a 
«n a stone with a Sat piece of wood. 

Tbti tread-mill was hard at woi^, and there nere 
TiunMTOus hands, and legs loo, employed upon it 
-They are -kept at it, by turns, ei^it hours out of 
the twelve, and it seemed to be fatiguing work. 
Within the jail is a small chapel, and in the fusle 
is a seat, inclosed with lofty iron rails, where 
criminals, sentenced to suffer death, are placed 
to hear the last words of consolation which can 
be offered to them before they are hurried into 
eternity. 

Opposite to the county jail, on the side of a hill, 
stands the city jail, a handsome building, also said 
to be kept in high order ; but I did not visit it. 

On the right bank of the river below Cork is a 
little village called Blackrock, which may in fact be 
called a continuation of the city. As I happened 
to pass a Sunday at Cork, I walked to this place 
to attend divine service, wishing afterwards to see 
Crofton Croker's mother, who has long resided 
here, but she was unfortunately ill. The little 
church of Blackrock boasts of a very beautiful 
tapering spire, which forms a pleasing object from 
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vuiiouB pcHDts of view. Slackrock Castl« is built 
on a projecting mass of reck, eompletdy com- 
manding thia part of tbe river, as vessels are obl^ed 
to pass cloae under its walls, in order to keep 
within the channeL This was the ancient court 
in which the Admiralty exercised jurisdiction. The 
present building is of recent d&te, having been 
-erected by Mr. Fun on the foundations af the eld 
castle. It is a structure of imposing appearance, 
and, in my opinion, a clever piece of ardiitecture. 
The tower of the castle is used as a lighthouse, and 
from tbe top of it is an excellent \-iew, both up and 
•down the river. 



BUckiock Ciutle. 
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My next visit was to Sir Hiomas Deane, of Dun* 
danioD castle, for whom I had a lett«r of introduc* 
tion. The modem castle takes the name from that 
of the ruins of an old one still existing in the 
grounds. It is situated on the right bank of the 
river, and is one of those numerous villas nhich 
have sprung up within the last few years, and which 
we to be Been on both sides, but more particularly 
on the left, which is beautifully wooded, and com- 
pletely crowded with gentlemen's seats. The pre- 
sent house of Dundanion has been recently built 
by Sir Thomas Deane, aod is tastefully fitted up. 
In the hall is a mantelpiece of that green marble 
which is procured from the quarries in Connamara, 
and of which I have already spoken. Some other fine 
specimens also, from tbe same quarries, attracted 
my notice in the County Club-house at Cork, situ- 
ated near the 'Imperial Hotel;' a highly respect- 
able club, composed of about three hundred of the 
gentry residing in and about the city, and to which 
officers of the army and navy on service at Cork are 
admitted. 

There are no less than four banks at Cork, which 
might alone be sufficient to stamp it as a town of 
some wealth. These are called the Bank of Ireland, 
the Provincial Bank, the Agricultural, and the 
' National Bank of Ireland,' which the last, I am 
informed, is rwl, though presumptuously called so. 
The latter two are of recent origin. Indeed, every- 
thing about Cork bears an appearance of weaith. 
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The gentlemen, the ladies, and the tradespeople 
dress much the same as in London ; but among the 
common people the eternal great-coat hanging down 
to the heels, and the women's cloak with the hood 
over the head, are worn even in the hottest weather; 
under the cloak is generally a brown gown, a green 
petticoat, and blue stockings, if any of the latter be 
worn, which is not often the case: under the hood 
they sometimes wear a mob-cap. 

The equipages are numerous and handsome. I 
went over a large coach-manufactory of Mr. Eddens, 
an establishment not at all inferior to some of 
our best manufactories in town. The most com- 
mon vehicle is the jingle, of which I have already 
made mention; they are very numerous in the 
streets ; indeed, there are so many of them, that I 
can scarcely imagine how they can answer the pur- 
pose of the owners. The charge is sixpence from 
any one part of the town to another. Besides these, 
there are plenty of 7\aveiler», as tfiey are temiedt 
which carry in the same manner for one shilling : 
they very much resemble ' Brighton flys.' You 
can form little idea of the anxious endeavours dis- 
played by these jingle-men and ^avf/^-drivers to 
secure a fare. From the moment the slightest inti- 
mation is made, or a supposed intention, of engaging 
a vehicle, one is immediately beset on dH sides 
with open mouths, proclaiming the superiority of 
their respectire jingles, and pointing to their mise- 
rable horses, so much on a par, that it would 
puzzle the most learned in hone-flesh to come to a 
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deciBion. To do so, however, is a matter of iiece»- 
aity, br so long aa you hesitate you are almost torn 
to pieces; but the moment you have fixed upon 
your jingle, the squabbling is immediately at an 
end. 

I was well repaid by a visit to the Institution 
for the Encouragement of Arts and Sciences: it 
boasts of a good collection of various specimens in 
the museum ; and of a valuable library, to which 
the Duke of Buckingham has added the Irish 
works he privately printed. One of the apart- 
ments is filled with casts, which were- given by 
his late Majesty, George IV. Many of these I 
observed to be mutilated, and was informed that 
the broken heads and limbs were owing to a 
quarrel among the students, which, as is usual 
in Ireland, ended in a fight In the museum are 
some fine specimens of the horns <^ the foesil elk 
and moose-deer. It contains, among other things, 
a great medley of articles, some of them odd 
enough : for instance, a pair of boots once belong- 
ing to O'Brien, the celebrated Irish giant. This 
specimen reminded me of the cc^lection of boots in 
the museum at St. Petersburgh, from Peter the 
Great down to the present Emperor Nicholas. In 
an <^en space in front of the building was a large 
living eagle from Kenmare. The institution was 
originally ctHnmenced by subscription, aud assisted 
by annual parliaaientary grants, which ue bow, 1 
believe, discontinued. 
. As a steam-vessel leaves Cork every moming for 
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Cove, I arranged with Captain Sainttull to make a 
trip to tbe hu^ur, where a fine French frigate, the 
' Didon,' was repoited to have aDch(»«d. We were 
not fortunate in the leather ; indeed, it would have 
been a matter of surprise to me if we had been ; but 
notwithstanding this, tbe trip down the nver was 
pleasant enough. The sloping banks oa either side, 
beautifully studded with villas, the trees sweeping 
don-n to the water's edge, wanted only a lofty moun- 
tain or two to Form another Killamey channel. In 
steaming along this broad river one sees neither hut 
nor hovel ; everything conveys tbe idea of we^th 
and substantial c<»nfort On the right bank of the 
Lee we passed the villa^, the castle, and the nun- 
nery of Blackrock; then the town of Passage, 
where the larger merchant ships turn over their 
cargoes into vessels of a smaller class, to convey 
them to Cork ; then Monktown, which is a neidy- 
established bathing-place. Passage is prettily 
situated, about seven miles below Cork, and front 
two to three above the mouth of the Lee, at its 
entrance into the harbour; here. On turning short 
round Blackpoint on the left, and Whitepoint a 
iittle farther on, we reach the anchorage before 
tbe town of Oove, which stretches along the heights 
about a mile in length. It is much resorted to 
during the summer months as a bathiilg-place, 
being not more than an hour and a half from 
Cork by the steamer ; but its hodses do not afford 
nm^ comfort or convenience. Provi»ons of all 
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kinds are cheap— beef fourpence, mutton five- 
pence a pound, pork threepence, which was con- 
sidered dear ; at Cork beef was fivepence, mutton 
Mxpence. 

On the right, in going to the anchorage, and 
nearly opposite Cove, is Hawlbowline Island, almost 
covered with splendid storehouses of every descrip- 
tion, built for the naval service; and to the south- 
east of it Spike Island, with ordnance storehouses 
complete, and strongly fortified with a regular 
work, which commands the southern anchorage and 
the passes up to that in front of Cove. The en- 
trance into this magmficent harbour from the sea is 
narrow, being little more than half a mile between 
Fort Carlisle (or Dognose) on the right going up, 
and Fort Camden (Rampoint) on the left, but has 
deep water close to both shores. In this entrance 
is a rock and two shoals, buoyed off. 

Cork may boast of a noble harbour, in which 
the largest fleet of England may anchor in perfect 
safety ; but at this time few vessels of any kind were 
to he seen. The finest merchantmen, as I have 
said, proceed up to Passage : the yachts, however, 
belonging to the Cork yacht club were lying at an- 
chor before Cove in pretty laige numbers, some of 
which were fine vessels: this yacht club is sup- 
posed or assumed to be the father of all the yacht 
clubs. At Cove they have a small parade which 
overiooks the haTbour, and appears well adapted 
for a lounging-place, at one end of which b an 
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assembly-room, where the cluh hold their meetings, 
their dinners, and balls. 

We tried to go alongside the Didon in the steam* 
boat, but the weather was too bad, and the sea 
much too high to allow of our approaching her. 
We therefore stepped into a. boat which happened 
to be lying off the frigate — not without some diffi- 
culty, — and pulled alongside. Several boats were 
hanging on by the accommodation-ladder to take 
away parties anxious to get off, aa the weather was 
bad, and threatened to be worse, and the sea in- 
creasing. The poor ladies ran no little risk in 
jumping into their boats. After they had cleared 
away, we succeeded, notwithstanding the awkward- 
ness of the boatmen, in getting on board. Without 
pretending to judge of the good points of a man-of- 
war, I may say the Didon appeared to me to be a 
fine and powerful frigate, and in beautiful order. 
The crew were nearly all young men, not tall, but 
Btout, good-looking fellows. She was of course a 
crack vessel, otherwise the Prince de Joinville would 
not have been serving as an officer in her. 

Let a stranger enter the harbour from the sea, 
and proceed up the Lee to the city, and it is im- ' 
possible be should not come to the conclusion 
that Cork must be a wealthy and flourishing com- 
mercial city. The number of merchant vessels 
from all parts of the world in every reach of the 
river, some at anchor, others under way; the hand* 
some steam-veasels moving up and down, crowded 
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with passengers ; the town and villages, and villas 
on both banks, and the noble quays clustered with 
shipping, — all give indications of a trading city of 
the first importance. And yet its population has 
not of late years much increased. 

In 1821 it was . . 100,653 
1831 „ . . 107,016 

Increase 6,363 
b«ng only six and three-tenths per cent, in ten 
years. 

We dined, on our return, at Sir Thmnas DeKne*5 
of Dundanion castle, where I had the pleasure t^ 
meeting my friend Mr. Maclise, to whom I am 
indebted for the few characteristic etchings which 
embellbh my little volume; and in the evening 
returned to Cork. Being desirous of making a trip 
to Blarney castle, to see the groves of Blarney, " that 
look 90 charming" 

" Don by tbe purUngs of sweet ulent biooki,'' 
I made up my mind to start at an early hour the fol- 
loning morning : when the morning arrived, "it is 
aknost superfluous to say, that it rained — and it con^ 
tinued to do so the whole day long. I fdt, however, 
that it was impossible to submit to be hereafter 
taunted with having been at Cortt and not having 
seen Blarney ; so, making a bargaw with a jingle- 
man, off I started to this fine old ruin. 

1 ascended to the summit of tbe tower, on a cor- 
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ner of which is placed the famous Biamey-stone^ 
which I was very gravely assured possessed tha 
power of making those who kiss it ever after 
agreeable in their conversation to the ladies — " A 
GODBumination devoutly to be wished," thought I, 
" Oeh, your honour must kneel down and kias it 
three timea," quoth the guide ; '* and skure you'll 
be able to coax the ladies — fait, there's niver the 
gintleman that misses !" " Now, my friend, tell 
me truly if you don't mean by ' talking blarney," 
the impudence of telling 'mighty big Itea' with- 
out blushing?" " Fait, and I believe your honour 
has just hit it; and shurely don't the gintlemen 
talk blarney to the ladies, and do it all the better for 
kissing the stone V I found there was no resisting 
the virtues of the blarney-stone, bo down I popped, 
and the stone having been well washed by the 
rain, I bestowed upon it three kisses, which, how- 
ever strong their virtues may be in warming the 
hearts ol the ladies, struck icy cold to my lips. 

I next walked dovm to the groves, and found the 
' gravel- walks' in anything but a fit state for 

And mcdilktian in iveet wditnde." 
There is a remiu^iably fine laurel which attracted 
my notice, the spreading branches of which have 
again taken root in the rocks, like another banian- 
tree. The arbutus and other evergreens are here 
all in a most flourishing state; and the whole 
drive to Blarney, by the side of a small river which 
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joins the Lee, U through a rich and beautiful 
country. I do not know whether it was a market- 
day at Cork, but we met a great quantity of cattle 
going towards the city. The men who accom- 
panied them were vrsH wrapped up in large clolh 
cloaks. 

Having secured my seat in one of Bianconi's 
cars for Fermoy, intending to proceed to Mitchells- 
town (where is to be seen Lord Kingston's fine 
estate, and some interesting caves, recently dis- 
covered), and thence to Clonmell, I was up at 
five o'clock in the morning, the hour appointed for 
departure ; but, alas ! the clouds were pouring down 
water, which fell perpendicularly, as if discharged 
from buckets. I knew that no clothing could 
possibly resist it above a quarter of an hour, and 
at once made up my mind to forfeit my fare, as 
senior Bianconi's cars have no other canopy than 
the overhan^ng firmament. 

I now determined, if the weather held up a little 
(which it did towards mid-day), to proceed en route 
for Castle Martyr, and sleep at Youghal. Thus 
ended the month of September, 1835; a month 
never to be forgotten by those who were unlucky 
enough to be travelling for pleasure in Ireland. It 
required the patience of Job to resist growling; 
but upon a friend of mine remarking that the wea- 
ther was not worse for me than for the young Prince 
de Joinville, who had gone to enjoy the scenery at 
Killamey for a day or twoj I derived a negative 
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sort of comolation from the idea, that a wet jacket 
would harm me no more than it would the prince. 
He started from the " Imperial" at the same hour ' 
that I did. He is a fine young man, with a mild, 
and somewhat melancholy' expression of counte- 
Dance, not having much the look of a " jolly tar." 
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CORK TO TOUQHAI., WATERFORD, AND WEXFOttf). 

A Pntly Be^u-ffiil — HiddUtoa — Cutle-UartTT— Folitiul 
Couhei — Yougbal — Walter Raleigh — Litmore — Cappoqmn 
BDd Ttapjdili — Dui^arTini — Election Anecdote — Copper- 
Hinei — Funaral Fioceuion — Kvmen — Punch uid Porter 
HouMn — Gowi and Palheens— QuarrvlUng and Fij^hting con- 
■titutioncl— Patron Day — Wateiford — Cunoughmote — Th« 
young M*Ti]ueag — Able nlees— Wexford — The Bloody-Biidge 
— Catholic Collie— Population. 

mtford, 3rd OetiAer, 1835. 

Ok the afternoon of the 30th of September I left 
Cork for Castle-Martyr. The starting of the coach 
being somewhat less punctual than myself, I was 
beset by a shoal of beggara, while quietly seated on 
the roof of the coach, muffled up in my cloak. One 
of these caught hold of the comer of it, and gave it 
a pull to beget attention. It was a female, and 
the prettiest beggar-girl I bad yet seen in any of 
tJie numerous groups : finding this would not do, 
she very quietly laid hold of my foot, exclaiming, 
" Come, you beauty, won't you now give a poor 
eratkur sixpence — only one little sixpence 7 " with a 
smiling and captivating look, which was quite irre- 
ustible, and which drew from me also an involun- 
tary Btnile : this was all she seemed to think requi- 
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nte to gaio ber end, and I conclud« dw was net 
•ftea mistakeii. 

The fint part oE the drive aloi^ the riv«r Lee 
m very plaasmf; : we passed serentl geBtlemea'g 
aeats off the road, by which the face of the eountry 
is embellished and enlivened. The little town 
of Middleton had nothing in it worth noticing bat 
a. neat church with a handsome spire : its appear- 
ance, however, was favourable, and it could boast 
•f a few decent shops and two large disttlleriee. 
The approach to Caatle- Martyr, another neat little 
town, or village, is through an avenue of trees. It 
belongs to Lord Shannoii,wlMMe house is close by.tn 
a domain well clothed with remarkably fine timber, 
and a beautiful piece of water flowing throng it. 
It is more in the style of an English patk than any 
I have yet seen; and here I observed the autumnal 
tint to have made considerable pr(^;ress in the 
woods. The arbutus, the hollies, and the laurels, 
were flourishing in great luxuriance. A fiae okt 
ruin of a castle, completely covered with ivy, is a 
conspicuous object in the grounds; bat the reei- 
denoe ia a plain, low building, quite unworthy of 
the site it occupies. The entrance to the pork is 
at the end of the single street that composes the 
town, in which were fewer beggars than nsuaL 

The botd in this little town held out bo other 

temptation to remain there than " eold bacoi^* 

which was the only article in the bill of him I 

thenfam resolved to peas the ni^ at Youglial 

Q 2 
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fo^ nhich place I was pretty sure of a conveyance, 
aa two coaches start from, or pass through, the 
town at the same hour of the evening. Party-feel- 
ing ia here carried to so great an extent, that even, 
the coaches are politically opposed to each other- 
One is called " Conservative," the other speaks 
for itself — the " Repealer." Somehow or other 
(purely accidental of course), I found myself seated 
in the Conservative, but soon discovered that I was 
in the wrong box; as we no sooner started, to drive 
through the little town of Castle- Martyr, than 
men, women and children rushed to their respective 
doors, — or rather were already assembled, — and 
commenced hooting and yelling at us right lustily : 
however, as no dead vermin nor brickbats found 
their way through the window, and it was now 
dusk, neither my physical, moral nor political feel- 
ings were much the worse for the unexpected salute. 
It was, besides, some consolation that we, who es- 
poused the Conservative cause, not only took but 
kept the lead the whole way to Youghal, where I 
arrived to tea and bed. 

' The approach to Youghal, which I ascertained 
by a walk early next morning, for it was dusk when 
I entered, is very pretty: it is along a road which, 
has been cut through the rocky cliff, just above the 
sea, near the mouth of the Blackwater river, on the 
right bank of which the town is built. This road 
b the usual evening promenade, from wluch the' 
view over St. Geor^'s Channel is quite deUgtittut 
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and refreshing; such a view is the more rare, as tfie 
Irish towns on the sea-coast are mostly situated a 
little distance inland, up the different creeks or 
rivers. Yougbal is a town of great antiquity, con- 
sisting chiefly of one very long street, across which 
is thrown an arched gateway ; but several other 
streets or lanes branch from it The houses have 
mostly an ancient appearance; and on the hill-side 
there are numerous fragments of the old wall which 
once encompassed the city. It is still a place of 
considerable trade, though it has gradually f^en off 
in this respect as Cork has risen into importance ; 
yet its position is equally good, if not better, for 
commerce than Cork, being close upon the sea, and 
sheltered from it, having only a narrow gap between 
the sea and the harbour, which is an estuary of the 
Blackwater. There is, however, a bar across the 
entrance. Youghal is frequented as a bathing- 
place ; and at the entrance of the town is a good 
row of houses for the accommodation of lodgere. 
The sand at low water is extensive. ITiere is a 
respectable- looking hotel, called the " Devonshire 
Arms," at which I took up my abode, but there 
was a want of comfort about it, and it did not bear 
the appearance of being much resorted to: the 
charges were very moderate. 

There ia a large heavy-looking church and a 
mass of ruins contiguous to it; but the object of 
great«st interest at Youghal is the house which 
was occupied by the celebrated Sir Walter Raleigh, 
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wfao was mayor of You^wl. It joins iba chords 
yard, which is pltrated with trees. It is gBnerally 
believed that Sb Walter first brought the potato 
hither, and planted it ia kis ^rden ; and it is said 
tliat through t^ gardener mistaking the apple for 
t^odible part, it had nearly been lost; but in dig- 
ging up the plants to destroy them, lie had sanaa 
Miough to coi^ecture that the tuberous roots might 
be the part intended as (bod, and it was thus pro- 
sftrT«d. 

I had intended to asoend the Blackwater sa &r 
as Lisinore in a boat, but the weath^ was ill cal- 
culated to aBbrd any enjoyment by that species of 
conveyance. I therefore proceeded by the mail, 
wluoh takes a north-westerly direction, leaving the 
Btackwaiter and its beantiful scenery on our ri^lt 
'The fii»t part of our road lay over a dreary, unin-, 
tereeting country, and the hovels by the road-aide 
were just about as miserable as those in the very 
worst parts of Ireland. 

Tallow is a small village, which, fmm the white- 
ness of its houses seen from a short distanoe, I 
thought was not inappropriately named. 

The next place we arrived at was Lismora, tibe 
domain of the Duke of Devonshire, rising beiuitif ully 
above the banks of the Blackwater froin the midst 
of some noble trees, the autumnal tmts on which 
added much to the picturesque efect,aad altogethw 
presented one of the most exquisite pictures cf 
sf Iraa Bcenery 1 had yet beheld. I regretted much 
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that. I could net stop to ^ over the pomada ; biri; 
•8 the weather appmred to be bBpnovin^, I drwaiJ 
it prudent to toake the be^ of my way towardfl Ae 
Wicklow mountains, in order that, if foitune diould 
dunce to Iwour me with a tew fine da.y«, I might 
reach a part of tlie country, to enjoy irfiich fine 
weat^r was absolutely necessary. I therefore mads 
no stay at Lisraore, much as I could have v 
to do so ; but contented myself with the lorely t 
from the road, which the coachman was civil cu 
to allow me to prolong the ^oyment of, by walk- 
ing his horses at a snail's pace till the view was 
closed in. This, however, was pretty neariy 1h* 
eonunon pace of his ci^tle. The guard, indeed, 
jtdied the coachman about 'a race whidi took plate 
the previous day between his Majesty's mail and a 
donkey-cart, the latter of which, the guard de^red, 
had faiatfen the former "right &irly." We had 
passed (m the road a peat conoouTae of people 
hurrying cm towards Lismore, where I exacted t* 
fiui a fair ; but, observing a large field in whicli 
they were all oollectiug, I discovered that a ptougb* 
ing-match was about to take place. 

We now continued our route alcmg the Blade- 
water as far as Cappoquin, near which a commu- 
nity of Trappists hava formed an establisbmeot «■ 
a moori^-looking tract of land, to the left of the 
road, which they are said to have brought into a 
good state of culttvation. A considerable extent of 
this kind of land has been granted to- them by Sir 
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Bicfaard Keane. the graater put of iHncli ms ■ 
BMie wMte, coneKd witfa beadi uid func Tb^ 
aic nid to be fine young men, qaiet and well- 
bdiBTed. and their number to exceed forty. 

We paaaed on our road several geollenien's seats, 
but tbe finest-looking place is Drumana, the dotnun 
of Mr. VilUera Stuart, near Cappoquin, exhibiting a 
sneccBpion of noUe cluiiq» of wood skiing down 
to the banks of the Mackwnter. Here we took 
leave of this fine rirer, which flows through one of 
the richest and most beautiful parts of Ireland, and- 
proceeded on to Dungamin, where there is little to 
attiaet the notice of the traTcller, except a view 
of the sea, which opens out after driving thiough 
tbe town. A small rirer, called tbe CoUegan, (alls 
inio tbe harbour, which appeanto be mostly choked 
op with sand-banks. 1 saw no vessels of any kind. 

Yon will no doubt have heard of the result of 
die recent election for Dungarrmi, when Seijeant 
(yLougfalin was returned, and Mr. Galwey thrown 
out. To give you s<Hne idea how folks are allowed 
to e^trnae their elective franchise in these parts 
nnce the passing of the Reform Bill, which has bad 
the effect ofconverting Catholic priests into political 
partisans, I will relate to you a little anecdote oom- 
municated to me by tbe guard of the mail-coach, 
end confinned immediately after he bad told it 
Mr. Galwey was one day travelling in the mail- 
coach with another passenger inside, and on passing 
through the toll-gate not far from Dungarvon, be 
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requesled the good woman to remind her husband, 
the keeper of the gate, of the approaching election, 
observing, as the coach passed through, " Now, my 
good woman, don't forget to tell your husband to 
give me his vote." " And if he does," called out 
the other person, popping his head out of the' 
window, " you may tell him he may put his coffia' 
under his arm when he goes to the polling-booth;" 
an expression in Ireland well understood to mean 
assassination. This person was a Popish priest! 
— it might be Father Fogharty himself. While 
the guard was telling me this, the man of the 
toll-gate was accidentally walking before us; the 
coach stopped to give him a lift ; he seated him- 
self next to me on the roof, and on being questioned 
as to the fact, he admitted that his wife had re- 
ceived and conveyed to him the friendly admonition ; 
and he added, " I thought it prudent to vote for 
Mr. Serjeant O'Loughlin," Mr. Galwey, if able, 
should have thrown the fellow out of the window, 
as he could hardly consider himself safe in such 
company. 

At a short distance from Dungarvon there is a 
curious rent in the mountain, where the advancing 
angle on one side seems as if it would fit into the 
retiring angle on the other with great nicety. 

Our road now passed through Kilmaothomas, a 
small town, to the right of which, near the sea-coast^ 
at the distance of about five miles, some copper- 
mines are worked. I was informed that there were 
q5 
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DM less than 600 nen there eiaplt^ed, and that 
they are now working tbem at a depth (^ 800 feet 
below the level of the sea. These minee, it ap- 
pean, are the property of a company in England, 
aad are said tA pay pretty welL Several Rt^glia}* 
Biaera an employed ; indeed, I am told that all 
who work underground are from E^land, chiefly 
from Cornwall, the Irish having no great taste for 
k. This is the more remarkable, as I have heard 
Mgineers say that most of the masons who work in 
diving-bdlfl are Irish, and that they prefer it; but 
tin probable reason of their doing sols the increased 
pay for snch woi^ Soon after passing Kilmaotho- 
mas we inet a great concourse of people, who 
seemed to have assembled to witness a sort of cross- 
country race, something resembling a steeple-chace ; 
and on proceeding a few yards farther, 1 observed 
in the distance aiioth«r lai^ assemblage occupying 
the whole road as they approached towards us. The 
latter tumed out to be a funeral procesuon. How 
dtferent the puisuite ! 

This was pjobably the funeral of some wealthy 
fenoer. It was the most numerously attended, and, 
fpocn the number of horsemen who brought up the 
tear, of whima we had a full view as they descended 
a height, the most respectable of any I have seen 
m Ir^and : there waa an appearance too of state 
about it "nie coffin was under a canopy dis* 
played to view, and huddled up at each end of it 
•at two old women, whom I suppose to have been 
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keeaers *. Thej ]»d the best of i^ a> it happ^ml 
to be raining, as usual. 

Near Waterford we passed a man od the roa^ 
ahabbiljr enough dressed, who was riding a mnark- 
ably fine young borse which stepped out faiBDualf 
in his trot. On questioning Mm, he said that ht 
bred it at his farm, aad that he had three others of 
tiw saioe stock equally good. On further coBver- 
satioD I found that he could aot say, as from his 
appearance I judged be w«ll mi^t — 

" These tattei'd clotbea my poverty beapeak," 

for be told me he possessed not leas than two hun- 
dred acres of land, and boasted of his breed of 
hones: indeed, he seemed mighty proud i^ ius 
horse, which he was n(A disposed to part with, a&d 
trotted alcHigeide of the mail for some disbuioe^ 
chatting as we went along. 

Whiskey does not appear to be so much in T4^ue 
io these parts as in others ; at kast I ccHtclude sc^ 
from the number of ' punch and p<Hter-houses,' as 
they are designated on signs; unless, indeed, the 
punch is what may be better understood as wkiikey 

* Kttna-. — AccQiding to Dr. O'Brien, the ictn u " a cr^ fyr 
ihe dead, accardiuj; to certsjn laud and mouinful notei and Tenet, 
lAnein the pedigree, land, property, geoeToiity, and good actima 
of the deceased petaoo and his anceilom are diligently and bm- 
monioualf recounted, in order to excite pity and companion ia 
the heoren, and to make them sensible of their great Ion in tha 
death of the person whom they lament" These wmien may b* 
called proreiaionat, and Are hired fur the purpoae. I did sot, bsv^ 
ercr, beat any of the " bowl " oi lamentation aa thef failed ui. 
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toddy. A respectable man, who was seated on thft 
coach, said he supplied many of these houses witb 
the ingredients, and that he^ was travelling to col- 
lect his debts. He bad left Waterford by one of 
(he morning coaches, and, having travelled about 
twenty niiles, was now returning with about one 
hundred and sixty pounds in his pocket He 
jumped off the coach at one little miserable-looking 
punch and porter-house, where I imagiued they 
could not have scraped together twenty pence, but 
on returning to the coach he sud he had added 
twenty pounds to hi& stock. 

There appeared to be a good deal of land which 
had evidently been suffered to run to n'aete, pro- 
bably belonging to the church, or Trinity college, or 
some other public body, and granted in perpetuity 
or on long leases, at nominal rents, which is one of 
the crying evils of Ireland. In this part of the country 
a great number of the lower classes are stud to be 
divided into two factions, whose violent proceedings 
sometimes alarm the whole neighbourhood. They 
are knonn by the names of the Qowt and Pol/uena, 
tlie meaning of which, if they have any, I could 
no more learn than that of Whiteboys, Peep-of- 
day-boys. Jays, and Magpies, and many others that 
are a disgrace to the country. The two in ques- 
tion, as far as I could learn, are of different clans, 
long hostilely opposed to each other from some old 
and deadly feud, unconnected altogether either with 
politics or religion. The real fact is, that fighting 
is a pastime and may almost be considered as 
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constitutional arotmg the lower class of Hiber* 
nians, especially when the whiskey is in the head ; 
they are then ready for an affray with their 
nearest relations, friends, or foes, — and yet they 
axe the best-humoured, most kind-hearted, and 
easily-managed people in the world when sober, 
and not under some particular excitement. The 
brutal fights in which they engage occur on various 
occasions, when such factions, for instance, as the 
Gowg andPotteens, meet designedly to break each 
pther's heads,— when, at meetings of friends, they 
unfortunately get drunk with whiskey — or at fairs, 
instigated probably by an individual insulting ano- 
ther — and almost always on the day of some patron 
saint. On many of these occasions some few indi- 
viduals are generally found who, rather than re- 
main idle spectators, or return home with a head 
unbroken, will provoke a fray. "Thus," says Crof- 
ton Croker, " from a mere love of combat, and 
without any malice, a man wilt take off his coat 
and, holding it up by the collar, trail it through the 
assembly, challenging or beguiling any one to tread 
on it,-~which insult he no sooner succeeds in ob- 
taining, than he feels justified in knocking down 
the offender, and Me sport begins." This accords 
with the old story of an Irish jontleman who, going 
into a codee-room in London, full of people, and 
htmging up his hat on a nail, exclaimed, " I should 
like just now to see the scoundrel who will take 
down that hat." 
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He Irish, wherever they go, appear to carry witk 
them the extnoFdinary propensity for a f%te aad m 
fi^t, in which the fonner always leads to the latter 
and for which an Irishman is always prepared mtk 
his shillelagh, though he caniea it meidy " just t* 
keep the ciAd oiit of his hand." A fnend <^ mioe 
tellB me liiat two cai^oes of emig^Jits left Ineland 
last year, fran two different ports, for Upper Ca- 
nada. Hie one that first arrived and got settleda 
hearing of the aniral of the other, located »t a lUtlc 
distance, rraolved on paying their countrynten a 
visit j the consequence was a tremendous affray, is 
which many a bndcen head aad bruised limb wepe 
given and received, and it is said one or two died of 
their wounds. They parted, however, ia great good 
humour over a flagon of whiskey and bnmdy. and 
have remained on friendly terms ever siace. 

It might be eupposed that the celebration of the 
day of a patron saint would be the least likely to 
promote these riotous proceedings, especially whea 
the assemblage takes place, as it usually does, at 
some holy well, to which are brought, as to aootiker 
Bethesda, " a gneat multitude of impotent folk, of 
blind, halt, and withered,^' under a conviction thaf^ 
by the influence of the patron saint, after washing ia 
the water or drinkiiig it, thcor sevwal diseases will 
be healed. But not Mily crowd to these wells tba 
sick lor care, but also the anful for expiaticm ; " aad 
thmr priests, deluded or deluding, enjoin tJuse pil- 
grimages as penance, or applaud them, when volns- 
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tary, as piety." ¥«t, even aa such occasions, the 
potency of whiskey prevails, and the parties rarely 
separate without an a£&ay, so desperate sometimes 
that the military is calLed in, when it is almost cer- 
tain that both will unite, and, with the women and 
children, huii stones and other missiles at the sol- 
diery. I believe a very general and just idea of one 
those patron meetings may be collected from tha 
clever etching of Mr. Maclise, which he sketched 
from an actual scene on a Patron day near Cork. 

It was late in the evening before we reached 
Waterford, and, being rather fatigued, I did not 
quit the hotel till the following morning. It is a 
good house, openly situated upon the quay, and the 
only fault I have to find with it is the intolerable 
noise of the grunting and squeaking of multitudes 
of pigs that are driven down to the quay at an early 
hour, where they are kept waiting for embarkation 
on the steam-vessel for Bristol, along with other 
passengers ; and until fairly on board, they continue 
grunting on the open space in front of the hotel 
immediately under the windows of the cotfee-nxon. 

I have little to say of Waterford : it is a dark, 
dirty, mean-looking place, but improves on advanc- 
ing towaj'de the fine quay, which extends almost a 
mile on the right bank of the Suire, a noble river 
navigable up to the towD, though fifteen miles from 
the sea. At five miles below the town is the junc- 
tion of the Suire and the Barrow. 

At the upper end of the town the Suire is crossed 
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by a long wooden bridge, which opens in one part 
to allow resseb to pass. Five or six square-rigged 
vessels by the side of the quay did not indicate a 
place of much traiSc, and yet there were many 
good shops and considerable bustle in the streets. 

Next morning I eng^^ed a car to take me to Cur- 
raghmore, the domain of the Marquess of Water- 
' ford, a short distance from the town. It was a lovely 
day, and the fine cultivated vale, which markiMl thb 
line of the beautiful Suire, made the drive quite de- 
lightful. I stopped at a neat little town or village, 
called Portlaw, where there is an extensive cotton 
factory, making a conspicuous 6gure among the 
neat little cottages arranged in two rows close by 
it, and evidently built for the occupation of the 
people employed in the factory, of whom there are 
not less, as I was informed, than 1000. Being a 
stranger, I had some little difficulty in gaining ad- 
mission; but on making myself known, and dis- 
claiming all connexion with business, I was allowed 
to go through. The machinery for carding, drawing, 
and roving appeared to be of the best quality and 
in good working order. It is turned by two water- 
wheels, one of very large diameter, and both of 
copper. The establishment belongs to a quaker. 

A little beyond this is the entrance to Lord Wa- 
terford's domain; here I also experienced a diffl- 
fulty in gaining admission. In fact, I was rather 
uncivilly refused, and should have been sent away, 
had I not observed two decent-looking people oa 
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horseback coming out of the grounds, probably 
agents, who immediately procured me admission. 
Having once parsed the outer gate, all was civility 
within. I drove through the beautiful grounds, 
down the midst of which flows a fine clear river, 
called the Cladagh, a branch of the Suire, which it 
joins at the distance of about three miles, and whose 
banks are clothed by some of the most magnificent 
trees I had anywhere seen in Ireland, consisting 
of oaks, beeches, elms, and firs. There is also a 
piece of water in the grounds, but not of great di- 
mensions. The domain, however, is so extensive, 
that blue hills, enclosed within its boundary, may 
be seen from certain parts of it. A noble avenue 
of trees leads up to the mansion, which is by no 
means adapted to the magnificence of the grounds, 
but the offices, extending in two long wings, give U 
rather an important appearance. In one of therii is 
a fine riding-house, and the quantity of stabling is 



The young lord had taken a trip in his yacht'as 
far as America, but they were anxiously looking for 
his return. The fellow who drove me said, with a 
significant nod of the head, " He's a queer sort of 
chap, your honour; I'll tell you how ho sarved me 
one cold frosty morning. It was about two o'clock, 
when I was in bed, fast asleep as a top, when out 
he routed me, with nicer a thing but a shirt on my 
back. Come along, says he, you spalpeen, come 
along ; and so, ptase your honour, I had to mpunt 
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the box of my car, and drive hU lordship to Cur- 
ra^nnore. I kaew it was only a freak, and that I 
■Iwuld be all the bett«r fort; so dowu I boltnjl, 
mounted the box in my shirt, but before we got mtt 
of the town the good-natured sowl took off his owb 
ooat and threw it across my shoulders. Och, that 
we had him jut now, to put a little more life inM 
OS." n» Marquess is smd to be wild — is that to 
be wondered at? — sole master of an immense pro* 
petty, »kd sot yet of age ; but I beUeve, like {^ tlw 
Ber^fords, he possesses a good heart and a cheer- 
ful disposition. Teddy's wish to have him home 
speaks in his favour, and is a very natural one; he 
knows nothing of the doctrine of those calling th^n- 
sdves pohtical economists, who tell you it would 
be of no advaots^ to Ireland or the working classes 
if the Devonshires, the Beresfords, the Besborougha, 
and the whole boat of ^aseatees, should reside upon 
their estates; that the incomes they derive from 
those estates are just as much expended in Irel^id, 
as if they were living in it; that the p<^ulation 
would not at all be benefited by the rents being ex- 
pended in the country : and that, in point of fact;, 
it would be just the same thing to Ireluid, whethw 
the whole gentry of the country lived in Ireland, or 
were absentees. Such was literally the doctrine 
delivered before a Committee of the House of Com- 
mons by the great master of the science, for so he 
has been styled. But more correct Doticme begin 
to prevail The benefite ttf a resident gentry an 
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Celt and acknovriedged. " The distress," mys Mr. 
Wakefield, "which pervades absentee property is 
evident throughout the whole country. Inactivity 
and a gloomy silence everywhere prevaU, give a 
melancholy cast to the ideas of the traveller, and 
excite in the thinking mind the most serious reflec- 
tion." This is a true picture of the effects of absen* 
teeism. " It is not," says the tntellig^it Author of 
Die ' State of Ireland, Past and Present,' "because 
the country is drained by remittances, but betrause 
she is widowed of her natural proteotora. The loss 
is, not of money, but manners ; not of wealth, but 
of avilization and peace." 

Early next morning, soon after day-break, I 
started by the mail to Wexibrd, a drive of about 
four hours, in a good coacb and over a good road, 
the country, well cultivated. Our road took us to 
Ross, where we had to cross our namesake, the Bar- 
row, which is here a fine broad river. 

It was market-day when I reached Wexford, 
and the long narrow street which runs through the 
town was crowded at an early hour. It is so nar- 
row, that one might almost shake hands out of 
window with the opposite neighbours, but it widens 
towards the farther end. Unfavourable as the 
appearance of the town was, th«re was no want of 
well-stocked shops, and tim market exhibited a 
busy scene. The market-women wore neat straw 
bonnets, like those we see in England; about 
WaterfMd both sexes wore large straw hats witji 
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enorraously-broad brims, which were not unbe- 
coming. 

There is a long wooden bridge at Wexford, across 
a narrow part of the haven, from whence the town 
may be seen to advantage. The haven, which 
makes BO great a display in the map, and mig^, 
from its superticial extent, be supposed one of the 
finest harbours in the country, is very much the con- 
trary. There is little depth of water and plenty of 
sand-banks, dry at low tide. - Few Vessels seem 
to ^quent it, and those only of a small class. The 
sight of this blood-stajned bridge cannot fail to 
bring to the recollection the horrid massacres that 
occurred at Wexford in the Rebellion of 1798. 
And let the people of Wexford ask themselves, whe- 
ther, in the recurrence of such an event, they have 
reasons for hoping that such a horrible tragedy 
would not be repeated? Let them ask whether the 
disciples of Maynooth of the present time are mor? 
tolerant, more humane, more merciful, than were 
the priests of 1798?* 

■ SLi Richard HuigniTe, in his ' Hirtoiy of the Irish fUixU 
liop,' layi, " I ihiJL ddw relate that evtnt, and Ihe dreadful inai* 
■acre of Prote*tant* wliicb look place, and which hai catt tucb aff 
indelilile italn on that cauafy, that eieiy Irishman whu feeU for 
the honour of his native country should wish that ila very name 
wai eipunged fium tk^ nap of IreUnd." 

He KiveM it oi relatecl to him by some nupectable peraoiu who 
were eye-vitneiiei. "Between the houcs of trn and eWen o'clocV 
on the morning of the 20th of June, ice saw a body of rebels com- 
ing ovci th* bridt'e, bearing a block flag, with a crou and the 
letter* U. W. S, ioicribed on it in nhite, which was supposed to 
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■ I met at Wexford an acquaintance, Mr. Rawsonj 
whom you may recollect as private secretary to 
Mr. Poulett Thomson, when Treasurer of the Navy. 

mean, manttr tmlhant tin; uid od tha otbcc side a r«d cross. 
A(Ur having, made a proeewian through part of the town, they 
fixed that woeful harbingei of death on the Custom-hoiiie quaji 
■war the bttl ipot irhma lo much blood vat loon aftttr ihed, Bnd 
when it lemained flyiiif; foi about two hour* before the bolcheiy 
began. 

" Soon aflei they arrived on the quay they aeemed to dispene ; 
howrver, many of Ihem remaiaed thne, aud repaired to one pat- 
licDlai place, vbere drink nai given to Ihem, and where a 
priest wai very biuy in distributing it, and who, Ihey belidTsd, 
mUMDcd there till they loll the quay, shouting, ' To the gaul, 
toihe gaol]' when they all disappeared, but returned about fSui 
o'clock to the bridge, with a number of prisoners whom they mas- 
■acred. They thus continued, till about seven o'clock, to convey 
parties of prisoners, froni ten lo twenty, from Ihe gaol and muv 
Vel-houte, where many otthem werecoafined, to the bridge, wbera 
they butchered them. Every procession was preceded by the 
black flag, and the prisoners were surrounded by nithlen pike- 
men as guard*, who often insultingly desired thim to blesi them- 
telvM ■ The mob, consisting of mDra women than men, eiprvued 
their savage joy, on the immglalian of each of the lictiins, by 
loud huiIBR. 

■■ The manner, in general, of putting them to death was thus : 
two rebels pushed Iheir pikes into the breast of the victim, aud 
two into hii liack, and in that state (wiilhing with torture) they 
held him suspended, till dead, and then threw him over the bridge 
into the water. 

" After they had maasacied ninety-seven prisoners in that man- 
nei, and befure they eouhl proceed further in tha business, an 
express roda up in great haste, and hid them beat to arms, aa 
Vlnegar-hill was beset, and reinforcements were wanting. There 
was immediately a try 'To camp I to camp I '—1^ rebel* 
•ecmed in tueh coafution, that Ike mtstacte was ditcontinntd." 
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We took a stroll to the new Cotht^c college^ scarcely 
finided, stancjiiig on th« brovr of a hitL In prowl- 
iag about we Ml upon and disturbed, in a retired 
corner, a party of the scholars busily employed in 
playing cards. There are aeverul schools in Wtnt- 
ford. I recollect Mr. Glassford mentiofiiag that ia 
one of the RMoan Catholk schools he found amon^ 
the books the • History of Tom Tricker the Game- 
ster,' of ' Idle Jack Brown,' and two volumes of 
' Tom Jones,' which had occupied one of the boys 
—he must have been a precious one — fim yean, 
and he had not got through them. The CathoHc 
college on the hill which we had ascended was 
preparatory, I believe, to Maynooth and Trinity 
college, and is to replace the old (me. One student 
only had gone from thence to Trinity college for 
many years, and he was a IVotestant 

The towns of Waterford and Wexford, tbongfa 
seft-poits, situated in the very best parts of Ireland, 
are neither of them in a flourishing condition. The 
population of Waterford, in 1821, was 28,679, and 
in 183L, 28,821, increase 142, bang not quite oite- 
iaif per cent. That of Wexford in 1821, way 
11,233, and in 1831, 10,573, being a decrease of 
very nearly 5 per cent. 
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A ineriiariMii Beggai — Qor; — CourtoTn — The VftUey of Atocb 
— Ueeting of tfa« Waten~-CuU« Howvd— IjO^e Gleadalaugb 
— The Seren Churehet—A linKiilu Guide— St, Keiin uid the 
Skjluk — MiMpptoprialion of Woida — Baimdwood — Dnil'a 
Glta — Luggelaw — Powenconrt— Emuifcenj — Ttx Gap of Om 
Sea^—Tbe Da^le— The Glen of the Downi— Bray— Xiog- 



Ilii^ttnni, ath OeteBtr, 18%. 
I iniED scarcely repeat to you that which is all bat 
an umveraal practice in Ireland — the chistering of 
beggars round every coach that arrives at, or de- 
parts from, any town, or halts on the road to change 
Iiorses. On starting ^m Wexford (on the even- 
ing of the 3rd) there was a. female among the 
crowd who caught my attention, and I handed her 
a trifle. A gentleman, who was with me inside, 
said, "I am glad you have noticed that poor 
woman : she is a widow with five children to sup- 
port, with Ettle or no other means of gaining a live- 
lihood for herself and them, but the precarious 
chance of what she may collect from charitable 
s la the public coaches ; -hut it is not on - 
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this account that I have mentioned her to you. 
There is a hbtory connected with that poor creature 
that does her the greatest honour. About a twelve- 
month ago, as she was one day passing near a pig- 
sty, with her baby in her arms, an unusual noise 
induced her to look in, when, to her horror, she dis- 
covered in one comer an infant in the midst of the 
filth. She entered the sly, seized the child, took 
it home, nursed it, has brought it up ever since, and 
is as much attached to it as if it were her own 
child, — so much, indeed, that no persuasion can 
prevail on her to part with it. Indeed," added 
tbe gentleman, " the child is so beautiful, and its 
story so interesting, that I offered myself to convey 
it to Dublin and to see it brought up under my own 
eye, but no entreaties will avail." Such was the 
story told by my companion ; and what a contrast 
is here afforded between the wretched mother that 
left the infant to perish, and the most worthy crea- 
ture that rescued it from a horrible death, and 
shares with it the precarious pittance, scarcely 
enough for herself and her own children ! 

It was late at night when I reached Gorey, and I 
was glad enough to get housed wherever the coach 
might stop, and this happened to be at the Catholic 
hotel, situated about the centre of the town ; we 
passed, it seems, the Protestant hotel at the entrance. 
Gorey is a small, neat-looking place, the houses 
kept clean by being well whitewashed. 

The day after my arrival being Sunday, I 
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attended divine service, and was rather surprised to 
find the same preacher whom I had heard at West- 
port, and who, it appears, has removed to the living 
at Gorey. His sermon was extempore as before, 
and I thought he acquitted himself better than 
when I first heard him. After church, I engaged a 
car to drive me to Courtown. The Earl was, un- 
luckily, not within, but on his return, hearing that 
I had called, he very kindly sent his groom into 
town with a note to invite me to dine and take a 
bed, which, however, 1 could not make it conve- 
nient to accept, much as I wished to do so. I spent 
some little time in walking about the estate, which 
Is most delightfully situated, sloping down to the 
sea, affording prospects in various places through 
the trees that are quite refreshing. The woods, 
and clumps, and single trees, are all of vigorous 
growth, and the verdure of the lawns was soft and 
beautiful. There is one ever-green oak, with its 
spreading branches sweeping to the ground, the 
sight of which is alone worth a visit to Courtown. 
The hollies and the arbutus are equally luxuriant 
here as at Killamey. 

Lord Courtown has been at considerable expense 
in coiistructing a harbour in which vessels may 
ship grain from this part of the country, there 
being none deserving the name between Wexford 
and Kingstown; but it appears doubtful whether 
the small river that Sows through his Lordship's 
grounds will be sufiicient to keep the entrance open. 
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It has given r»e to a Eew neat houaes that hxn 
ivcentl; been erected. 

Having bcea depoaUed at the Catholic hotd st 
Gorey, I wa» destined to proceed to Rathdmm, the 
CoUoning day. by the Cath«Jic cosch. HtmevR-, 
aa it happened by good luck, I was here on the 
tight side of the questkHi, for the Radicals seem te 
carry all befoie them in these parts, and InMught 
uoe into Ratbdrum by a majority of ten minutes 
a-head of the Cooservativea. 

On leaving Gorey, the early part of the route 
had but little interest i but at Arklow we came 
jvpaii the sea, of which we had occasional glimpses 
on the road. It is a mean little fishing-town, at 
which poverty evidently prevailed, and beggars 
were numerous. 

ImoMdiately after driving through the town, and 
turaing sharply to the westward, the road Look us 
suddenly to the commencement of a beautiful valley, 
of which the scenery was at Mice changed and varied 
as rapidly as one sees in a pantomime. This was the 
Vale of Avoca, a spot one has heard much c^ and 
a lovely one it unquestionably is. Fortunatdy its 
beauties were enhanced by the fineness of the day, 
and the autumnal tint of the foliage had already ad- 
vaM^d into " the sere and yellow leaf;" — but with- 
out the aid of tlie association with which Mr. Moore 
qualifies his encomium, I should hardly say — 
"'Acra'i not in Qn wida seiid a rallc; m> M«et 
Ai ttwt (ale in whose boiom the bnght walei* mMt" 
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Ab &r the " meeting of the waters," as the Irish 
are pleased to call the coofluence of two little 
•treants, pompously or poetically as jrou may pleass 
to decide, I think more has been made of it than 
either the waters or their meeting deserve. There 
are, in fact, two places in the valley where two 
streams meet, one towards the lower end, where the 
scenery ia rich and beautiful ; the other, which I 
was assured to be the "riglar" meeting, was higher 
up the vale ; and, I confess, on arriving at it I 
was disappointed, and t;ould not hesitate in giving 
the preference to the place of confluence of the 
two streams we had passed lower down. The twO' 
streams forming this riglar meeting are named 
the Avonmoie and Avonbeg — ^the great and little 
Avon. From hence the road leads direct to Rath- 
drum, a smalt village, in which is a Protestant 
church. From hence I set out on a four hoars' 
walk, on a visit to Castle Howard, the handsome- 
residence of Mrs., the widow of Colonel, HowanL 
At the entrance lodge there is a small cottage 
where parties are allowed to take their repast, and 
a book is kept for tlie insertion of the names of the 
visiters. I next proceeded a second time towards 
the "riglar meeting of the waters;" but before I 
got so far, in walking through the woods quite 
alone, I came to the meeting of two paths, and was 
considerably perplexed in choosing the right one. 
The chances were equal, so I jogged on, and luckily 
got into the proper road 

a2 
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Early on the morning of the 6th, 1 started in a 
jaunting-car from Rathdrum, and proceeded in the 
first instance to Glenmalur, a nild-}ooking glen in 
the mountains, at the upper end of which is that 
same lake, — 

" Whose gloomy shore 

Sk;Uik never oaiblei o'er." 
Its name is Gtendalough, and it is the source of 
one of the rivulets which, on joining another below, 
forms the " meeting of the waters." At the bottom of 
this glen stands a targe deserted building, formerly 
used as a barrack. Jogging on from hence over a 
long and dreary mountain-road, up which I peram- 
bulated, I arrived, in due course of time, at the 
" Seven Churches," a noted spot to the Wicklow 
tourist 

The ruins of these ancient fabrics are reduced to 
unshapen heaps detached from each other, and there 
is literally nothing to interest a non -antiquarian, 
with the exception of a round tower, which is always 
interesting, because no one has succeeded in con- 
vincing the world when and for wh^t purpose this 
kind of structure was erected. Not a day passes, I 
am told, without a burial taking place on this con- 
secrated ground ; the belief being that St. Kevin, 
who is a noted character in these parts, is known to 
have prayed especially that the souls of all those 
buried here might be saved in the day of resurrec- 
tion; and who would be hardy enough fo venture 
to doubt the eflScacy of the prayers of such a saint ? 
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At the point where the road turns oif to these 
said churches, a ^ide, as I supposed him, though 
somewhat with the air of a gentleman, but shabby 
in his attire, came up to offer his services, having 
followed the empty car to the distance of about a 
mile. From the moment be accosted me, I may 
almost say to the moment he left me, his tongue 
never ceased, but went on at such a clattering tre- 
mendous rate, rattling out bis words, with a rapidity 
equalled only by the curate of a parish church 
in London, when he publishes the banns of mar- 
riage between John Hopkins and Susan Thomas, 
Joseph Jenkins and Sarah Higgins, Peter I^pkins 
and Eliza Popkinson — all of this parish. The 
volubility of his speech was really surprising. He 
was, besides, a queer-looking person — ^the character 
not unlike that of a Russian. He wore mustachios 
and a beard of a fine rich brown colour, in accord- 
ance with the autumnal tint, and bis personal appear- 
ance was altogether such as might give uneasiness 
to a man of weak nerves; indeed I afterwards 
heard, that iadies have sometimes been afraid to 
trust themselves with such a rough-looking, rattle- 
trap fellow — but my word for it he is a good, 
honest, and agreeable chaperon for alt his looks. 
His mode of expression was true Irish, and as sin- 
gular as himself. For instance, I managed to edge 
one or two words in, and inquired if there had been 
. many visiters to these parts this year ? "A power- 
fill eight," quoth he, "and an aw/u/ number more 
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would come, if it wasn't for (be ternUe bad thhigs 
that are told of my countrymea just oow, which 
makes you ^iglishmeti think they'll surely be 
murdered if tliey come over here." All titis iritit 
BO small touch of the brogue, and as fast as he 
could gabble out the words. He talked much of 
Tommy Moon, and " It was I," said be, " who ac- 
companied Mr. Tommy" (for so he iovariably 
termed him) "through all the scenes of his poems; 
it was I who told him all the various legends, and 
-pointed out the curionties of the places." Then he 
would rattle out one of Moore's melodies — 

" Bj that lake irhoae gloomj ihoie 
SkjlaTk nerer wniblei o'er," 

and repeat the whole poem from beginning to end, 
just as a school-boy repeats his verses, never stop- 
ping till he reached, to my great satisfaction, the 
laststanxa, where — 



I never in the whole course of my life met with a 
man with such a " gift of the gab," and so retentive 
a memory. His head seemed overflowing with Irish 
legends, and I am sure if any one would take the 
trouble to write down his stories, they would furnish 
materials for a second volume of Crofton Croker's 
* Fairy Tales." He never hesitated for a word, and 
altogether it had not been my fortune to ineet such 
a character in any part of the world. He calls 
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himself Wioder, and says that his inceBtors came 
from Windermere in CamberlaDd. Had I obsened 
to him that it was prc^>priy Winandermere, I dare 
say he would have endeavoured to puranade me 
that his family mine suffered curtailment alon^ 
with tiiat of the lake. 

Amon^ the portentous events diat my Mend Mr. 
Hinder told me was this, — ^that for 1300 years the 
skj^ark had never been heard to warble over the 
lake, because St. Kevin prayed that it mi^t never 
have the power to do so; and the reason was, that 
the men who were building the city where the seven 
churches staad had made a vow to commence their 
work each day as soon as the lai% rose, and not to 
leave oflF till the sun had set They kept their vow, 
and were in oonsequesce bo worn out witii fattigue, 
thti many of them died ; when St. Kevin, out of ockq- 
passion, offered up his prayers that no larft should 
henceforth rise into the air ; — the prayer was grasted, 
and " the plague was stayed." Ail this k firmly 
believed. Subsequent to this, a man, who was 
driving me in a jaunting-car, told me that it was 
as true as we were ratting in the car that the sky- 
lark waa never beaid to vrarble over the lake for 
1300 years, though it was beard commonly ovtiide 
the seven churches, at the distance of a few him- 
dred yards. I asked faim, if he did not think that 
^j^rks preferred warbling over eom-fields raiiwr 
than over h^es ? 

Speaking of Irish charaeters, I may here rmaaik. 
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th^ I have often been much amused with their quaii^ 
expressions aiid extraordinary misappropriation of 
words. Sir Thomas Deane told me that the door of 
his jaunting-car having flown open, the driver asked 
him if his honour would just allow him to shut the 
gaie of the car. Talking myself to a driver about 
the state of the weather and aspect of the country, 
and inquiring whether many more visiters might 
be expected this season, he said that " the country 
wasn't much out of repair, and that many of the 
qualities (people of quality) preferred the variga- 
tiana in the colours cf the trees." The word elegant 
is universally and sometimes singularly used. On 
Liough Corrib.as I have already told you, scudding 
with a close-reefed lug-sail, and half under water 
-^'That's illigant," quoth the coxswain. At Cork 
I purchased as raffith a looking coat to keep out 
the weather as ever you saw — my Cork-jacket, as I 
call it — and which, whenever I have pointed it out 
to a guard or guide, I was told, " It's an illigant 
coat, an illigant warm coat." 

Taking my leave of this extraordinary character, 
Mr. Winder, for extraordinary he certainly is, I 
came on to Roundwood, situated in the very midst 
of the Wicklow mountains, but not particularly 
remarkable for its accompaniments. From hence 
I procured a gig to drive me to a spot called the 
Devil's Glen, distant about four miles; and here I 
alighted, and walked through the glen and back 
again. It is a picturesque place, well wooded, and 
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the Tariety of colours at this season of the year was 
really beautiful — the dark, rich, brown autumnal 
tint (like the russet hue of Winder's beard) con- 
trasted well with the bright green of the lading 
ash and the deep green of the hollies. There is 
also a pretty stream of water falling into the glen, 
which continues to run through the middle of it 
Some cranes, which were hovering about, added to 
the romantic effect of this solitary scene. My return 
from hence to Roundwood finished my day's work. 
After passing a restless night at Boundwood, 
and being nearly suffocated by the smoke which 
found its way down the chimney of my bedrocmi 
from some of the fires below, I started off early 
for a spot called Luggeiaw, where there is a small 
but pretty lake, surrounded by mountains and 
woodlands, and at the farther end a little shooting- 
box belonging, as I was informed, to Mr. Latouche. 
Having sufficiently satisfied my curiosity at Lug- 
geiaw, I retraced my steps and proceeded on to the 
waterfall in the Powerscourt domain, much extolled 
by tourists ; but, for my part, I thought so little of 
it after the beautiful falls of water I have seen in 
Sweden and Norway, that when the driver suddenly 
stopped, and called my attention to the fall just 
opposite, at some distance off from the road, " Is 
Maf all?" quoth I. — "Yes, plase your honour; 
that's all." " Then drive on as fast as you please," 
— an order which seemed to amuse the driver ex- 
ceedingly; no doubt setting me down in his mind 
r3 
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aa a. very tasteless traveller. It showed itself as 
n mere silvery thread failiDg perpendicularly dowa 
the face of the rock. When George IV. visUed 
Powerscourt, a large reservoir was dug at the sum- 
wit of the hill, to give a temporary effect to the 
cascade, but the Royal guest did not pay it a visit 
lliough the water is deficient, the accompanimentft 
of rock and wood give to it a character of mora 
grandeur than otherwise it could have any preten- 
sims to. A httle farther on, a noble view of the 
sea opens out, witii Dublin Bay at no great dis- 
tance. 

As far as Luggelaw I escaped rain, though 
ihe clouds were hanging over the mountains to- 
vards which I was proceeding, and very shortly got 
into the thick of them, when the raio came down in 
good earnest I took shelter in a cottage, into which, 
with your permissicoi, I will introduce you. It was 
one of the common sort of stotK huts, with thatched 
roof; and there was a small window to admit the 
Hgfat, a luxuij many a cabin cannot boast of. The 
floor 'of this hut, like the fioors of all other huts, 
was the cold ground, but the roof was water-tight, 
at least this heavy rain did not find its way in, and 
there were no puddles on the floor, as is generally 
the rase. The man and his wife had nine children, 
the eldest of them not above twelve, five of which 
were in the hut round the fire ; dirty and ragged 
enough, perhaps more bo than any you have evet 
set eyes on, and yet, speaking comparatively, they 
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might be aeeounted clean aatd deeMrtl;^ clad. I 
was presented by diese poor people with a drop 
of whkkey and a potato. 

The beav; rain oeuing, I s^tied fortk agaia, and 
droro thnragh the domain of the young Earl of 
PowereoHiTt, and up to the house. It is undoubt- 
edly a Doble place, but the house is all under repair, 
the fumitnre packed up, and everything in contu- 
sion. I went over it, however, but saw nothing 
worth particular mention. The saloon is a grand 
and handsoRie room : it wan in this that our lato 
king George the Fourth dined when he visited 
Iralaod. He is not so much foi^otten here aa with 
w» : the spot where he sat was pointed out to me, 
and I confess I felt a sort of melancholy stealing 
over me, on reflecting how soon one who filled so 
v^ a space in Europe but a few years ago should 
have oeaaed to be mu<^ thought of ; — and yet he was 
- a king to whom the country owes a debt of grati- 
tude — " aye, every inch a king ! " 

From the mansion of Powerscourt I continoed 
my drive through the domain to Enniskerry, a neat 
little village on the earl's estate, and proceeded to 
view the Scalp, a very remarkable gap or rent in 
one of the mountains, the aides consisting of huge 
detached masses of rock intermixed with shrub- 
bery. 

PpOffl this, returning to &iniakerry, I passed cm 
to the Darglfl (darit glen), with which I was more 
pleased than with anything I had yet seen in Wick- 
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low. It is by far the most beautiful of those several 
disnipUons of the mountains that I have just spoken 
of. The glea is deep, and thickly wooded on either 
side, from the very summit to the base, witii oaks, ash, 
hollies, and other species of trees and shrubs, but 
chieBy with oak. It would be impossible to convey 
to you an idea of the beauty of the blended colour- 
ing, DOW that the autumnal tints are upon the trees. 
A stream of water — a clear brawling brook^-runs 
through the glen. The glen of the Downs was the 
next point. This is also well wooded with oak, ash, 
Rnd birch. It is broader than the Dargle, but less 
picturesque. One recommendation, liowever, it has, 
which the Dargle has not — a beautiful view of the 
sea, and of the projecting headland, at the foot of 
which stands the town of Wicklow. 

I now made my way to Bray, a small sea-port 
town, much resorted to by the good folks of Dublin 
as a bathing-place. Here I made no stay, but pro- 
ceeded at once to Kingstown, and took up my 
quarters at the royal hotel, a very splendid e^a- 
blishment, filled at this time with summer residents 
from Dublin. 

Thus ends my tour of the Wicklow Moun- 
tains, and, I may also say, of Ireland, for I do not 
intend to go beyond Dublin — indeed, at this season 
there is little inducement. At Cork, I met a 
gentleman who was desperately out of humour 
about the weather, and walked up and down the 
coffee-room the picture of despair. He had two or 
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three weeks to dispose of, was anxious to pass them 
in Ireland, and had come over for the express pur- 
pose. I met him again at Waterford, wretched in 
the extreme. I asked him if he was going on — 
"No," said he, " I'm going off, and to England at 
once — I'll not remain a moment longer than I can 
help "— ^and off he went no doubt. Now I was just 
as sulky about the weather as he was, but thon I 
would not allow myself to be turned aside by a 
wetting or two, and consequently accomplished my 
object. 

- Judging from the appearance of many of the 
cottages in Wicklow, I should say there was, as 
usual, much poverty; but the price of labour b 
here a shilling a day, which is higher than in most 
other parts, and I believe the highest in any. One 
man, as I was informed, of the name of E\-ans, owns 
on the Powerscourt estate no less than 200 or 300 
acres, at the rent of 2s. 6d. an acre, granted so long 
as " grass grows and water flows j" and the soil is 
said to be wortli 3/. or 42. an acre. There are other 
portions of land in Wicklow let in the same manner. 
Although the demand for jaunting-cars must here 
be very great, I did not find that any advantage 
was taken of it, eightpence a mile being all I was 
charged. 
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ISti Ocfokr, liSfi. 

You wiU not expect me to s^ much of Dublin, a 
city that has been so ofien and so miimtely de- 
scribed, eapecially when you are told that, in the 
three days passed here, one of them b^ng Sunday, 
I have made six journeys on the rail-way to and 
(rom Kingstown, to visit our friends the Radclif&s at 
Newtown Pari[^-once to a review in Phoenix Paric 
— (mce to the theatre, the museum, the Royal 
Society of Dublin, and other public places. I 
will, however, venture briefly to tell you what I 
have seen and thi^ of its externals, for as to the 
state of its society, and Hw real condition of its 
inhabitants, I profess to know nothing. 

But first a word as to the rail-road that connects 
the sea-p«t town of Kingstown with Dublin. Like 
all the public works planned and executed by the 
Board of Works in Ireland, this rail-road appears 
to be in all respects substantially,- and even elegantly 
finished — not quite finished, for there is a little 
corner of the old Dunleary Harbour, across which 
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it would be n»at desirable to cvny h; but, «8 you 
know, the Admiralty oppose it on the ground that 
tbiB is the only spot on idach small vesada, driv^ 
from their ancbora, can b«atk thems^vM. If this 
were conceded, as I believe the Admiralty are ready 
to do, Ml certain stipulations, it would be a great 
conveni^ice to the rapidly improving town of Kings- 
town. The length of the road is five miles and a 
half, which is usually run under fifteen minutes. 
The fare is iroai sixpence to a shilling, according 
to the class of the carriage ; and the number of 
passengers from the 22nd December, 1834t the 
day of opening, up to this time, is said to have 
exceeded a milli(»L 

The termimu of the road at the Dublin end is 
a little to the northward of Merrion Square, where 
cars in abundance are In constant attendanoe. One 
of these drove me to the Bilton Hotel, in Sackville 
Street, one of the most, I had neaiiy said the most, 
magnificent street in Europe. Our Regent Street, 
though far more lively in its appearance, owiag to the 
bouses b«ng whitewashed, is nothing to it, except in 
the view of the lower part from Piccadilly, which, 
however, is less in width by thirty cv forty feet, and 
has no building to compete with the splendid Post 
Office, and its portico of six fluted Ionic columns. 
This and its neighbour, a fluted column one hun- 
dred and twenty feet high, to the memory of the 
immortal Nelson, equal if not superior to that of 
the Duke of York, are noble acctmpanimeDts to 
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this fine street. The Carlisle Bridge at the lower 
end leads into Grafton Street, which may be con- 
sidered as the Bond Street of Dublin for its 
splendid Bhops, but compared with it as a street 
the latter sinks into insignificance ; Merrion Square 
and Stephen's Green are each of them larger than 
Lincoln's Inn Fields, the latter much larger, with 
planted enclosures in the midst ; but they are dull 
and gloomy. Two other squares, with their houses, 
Rutland and Mountjoy, are simply genteel : of the 
former, one side is entirely occupied by the Lying- 
in-Hoepital. 

The public buildings are generally on a scale 
of magnificence, planned and executed wiUi good 
taste. The most splendid of all is the Bank of 
Ireland, wherein once sat the senators of Ireland, 
close to College Green, with its grand arcade of 
Ionic columns. The Custom House, with its portico 
of four massive Doric columns and its light dome, 
has nothing, I believe, of that kind of establish- 
ment, equal to it anywhere. The spacious quay in 
front of it, and the docks with the shipping, give life 
and animation to the scene. The Courts of Justice 
(the Pour Courts), Trinity College, the Exchange 
or Commercial Buildings, the Cloth Mart, the 
grand Barracks round the Royal Square, some of 
the six or seven churches, and twice that number of 
chapels, the Hospitals, the Royal Dublin Society 
House, the House of Industry, the Foundling, 
once the surprise, I will not say the admiration, of 
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strangers, for the magnitude of the institution, now 
nearly, if not entirely dissolved — are all of them 
buildings not unworthy of notice. I cannot say 
much for the Castle, or palace of the Lord Lieu- 
-tenant The great court-yard has a sombre appear- 
ance, and the interior not much better ; St. Patrick's 
Hall is a noble room, but the furniture, the fittings, 
and the lustres, in particular, are exceedingly dingy. 
The quays and bridges (the latter amounting to six 
or seven), that are at once a great accommodation 
and ornament to the city, are above mediocrity ; the 
quays in particular may be called elegant One of 
the bridges, named Sarah, afler the Countess of 
Westmoreland, deserves notice. It consists of one 
noble elliptic arch, with a waterway of one hundred 
and four feet, and is frequently called the Rialto of 
Dublin, exceeding that of Venice by six feet ; but 
I cannot say much in praise of the river Liffey, 
which was running in a small muddy stream above 
the town when I saw it. The advantage, however, 
to the purity of such a city as Dublin, of having 
a constant stream of water running through it, 
and its channel scoured out by the ebbing and 
flowing of the tide, is of the greatest moment 
The stream tends likewise to keep open a channel 
in Dublin Bay for the shipping that once fre- 
quented (more than now) its port. That bay at 
high-water, it is said, may almost compete with the 
Bay of Naples — a broad sheet of water washing the 
outskirts of the town, presenting on the right the 
hill of Howth, and on the left the mountains be- 
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hitid Kingstown wlach nnite witli the Wickkxr 
range, form a fine background to the city. 

All great and populous cities (&nd Dublin contains 
upwards of 300,000 inhabitants*) include mdm 
tiitm the extremes of wealth and poverty, of lomry 
and indigeace, of industry and idleness ; but of all 
cities which I hare seen, not Petersbui^h mva 
excepted, Dublin displays every species of patch- 
work in its bnildiags and its inhabitants, more in 
extrenie and more in juxtn-posidon, than any other 
I believe in the world, — splendid equipages mixed 
up witli filthy backney-coacbes, — elegantly dressed 
ladies jostled by half-naked beggars — noble streets 
wkh bouses like palaces hemmed in by dirty lanes 
and wretched hovels. In the most frequented sfareeta 
and squares may be seen numbers of ragged and 
fildiy beggan, with half-clothed boys and girls — 

" ' '■ - ■ Utj, lollii^ tort 
or OMFiutku Uitenn "-^— 
loun^n^ or hriag at full length on the steps of Ae 
doors or the pavranent, (o the annoyance and ob- 
struction of the passengers. But the scene at tiie 
Mendicity Society House, where is doled out a 
duly pfttanoe to some 2000 miaerable wretches is 
iodescribable. 

In the midst c^ all this, SackviUe Street, Kildam 
Strert and Grafton Street exhibit an osteatalieu* 
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display of splendid carrit^es of all descriptions, 
servants in gaudy liveries, the horses frequently not 
better than those of our hackney-coaches, and the 
whole of the pageant but ill-assorted. At the review 
in Phceoix Park the discordance was very observ- 
able; yet, altogether, the people scattered over 
this fine piece of ground, with its undulating sur- 
face, well planted with clumps and avenues and 
single trees, afforded an imposing sight. The Vice- 
regal Lodge, and another for the Secretary, are 
most comfortable and convenient retreats for these 
official functionaries from the fatigues of business. 
But enough. 

I take my place in the packet to-morrow morn- 
ing, and expect to be with you on the evening of 
the 15th. Till then adieu. 



P.S, At my request, an inieiligent and accomplished 
lady obligingly amtented to furnish me with a descrip- 
tion of Achill, andoftke Hate of the Missionary Eita- 
blishmenl on that Island. She has done more, as the 
following Appendix will show. Her letter enlarges the 
information already given respecting the tindigmjied 
and unholy visitation and proceedings of Dr. M'Hale 
on that Island J — states important facts and observations 
on the working of the National Schools of Ireland; — 
exhibits instances of Ihe power and influence of the 
Roman Catholic priesthood ; — is interspersed with vari- 
ous anecdotes, and contains a fund of interesting infor- 
mation. 
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Letter fkoh a Ladt vfao visited the Island op 
AcHiLL IN Septbhbeh, 1835. 

Dear Mr. Barrow, 

I AM glad tliat my Letter has afforded you 
some interest. Your desire to print it word for word 
mak^B ire think that I should have written it dtf^rently 
had I ever dreamed of so unlooked-for an event ; but, 
as ft real extract from a private letter, I suppose it must 
stand as it is, in order to be honest*. 

I fear, however, I cannot comply with your wish to 
mention my name. One is apt to write to a sister with 
a little more warmth of colouring than is quite discreet 
on other occasions; but, by entering into some further 
details of the history of the Achill mission, you will judge 
better whether my sympathy with this interesting and 
suficring little colony may not admit of some apology, 
even in the eyes of those who are leait partial to die 
principle of proselyting esertiona. 

When Mr. Nangle landed with his femily on the 
Island of Achill, in July or August, 1834, nine or tea 
months af^er the initiatory labours had commenced on 
the tract of land procured for the settlenlent, he was 
hailed by the inhabitants as a benefactor, and fires were 
lighted on the shore to enpress their welcome. They 
were already able to estimate some of the benefits they 
had to expect. The steward had preceded Mr. Nangle 
by about a year; the land was inclosed and partly 
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draiaed ; two houaee, which, simple a» they are, were of 
a description never before seen in the island, had been 
erected ; and a scripture-readei* and a schoolmaeter had 
already begun to work in their pardcular departmentB. 
The grateful and affectionate feeling of the poor islanders 
increaaed as the settlemeot continued to advance. Na- 
tive labourere were employed with the Proteetant colo- 
nists, and ai much ag sixty pounds were frequently paid 
amongst the poor for a mouth's wages, when there was 
no money to be earned in any other part of the island. 
Mr. Nangle was soon enabled to establish schools in 
different places under competent teachers, and auny 
parents arat their children to them without reluctance, 
whilst the children seized with avidity the instruction 
offered them. Some of these, who were nearly naked, 
were supplied with necessary clothing; the sick also 
were furnished gratuitously with medicine, and the con- 
valescent, to a considerable extent, with food, when their 
extreme poverty dem&nded it. An influence was thus 
created which, however beneficial, was opposed to that 
Catholic sufffemacy which had hitherto heen undisputed 
in the island. It was not to he expected that it should 
be auffered to gain ground with impunity, and accord- 
ingly, other free-schools for the Catholics, by the aid of 
funds from the National Board of Education, wen 
opened, and the people had no longer the excuse foE 
sending their children to heretical aenunaries, thai they 
had no other places of gratuitous instruction. 

So far we cannot blame the Catholics; nor did Mr. 
Nu^ : " Let them say all they can against me and 
my schocds," I hare heard him say,^" I would do the 
same ; but let them stop short here." They were for, 
however, from stopping short here. An inquisition waa 
soon organized, and inquisitors appointed in each village 
to report the names of persons working on the miaiioiL* 

• The Scriptare-ruidcn are men originalljuf the pesianl cIsm, 
of good charu'er, and tarafully in»truded in the kDOwledKH of 
thfl Scriptum, nhow bniineiB it is tu enter the cottatces, when- 
na thej ar« willinglj admitted, ud read tbe Bible to the poor. 
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were published in the chapels of Achill and Newport, 
taxi the interiDcdikte one of Tirinsr; sod the SMMt 
frightful impremtions wen prunounced from the sltar on 
all (their nuoes being mentioned) iifao itsd any cnt- 
nexton with the colony, either thiov^ the schoi^i, or hj 
woricing in Mr, Nangle's strvice, which was described ss 
*' working for the dnil." A respectable Roman Catho- 
lic woman, the wiiis of a coast-gnaid officer, on one 
occasion left the chapel, publicly protesting trains! the 
langiuge emaloyed. I believe it is on her testimony 
that the psnsh priest is known to hare prayed " that 
those who disobeyed his orders mig^t not have a ehDd 
that day twdvemonth, and when they died, they might 
have none to stretch thenL*' Does not the epithet 
*' ni£B«o," even on Mr. Nangle's lips, seem excused hy 
such an indecent outrage on the feeiii^ of btmnnity ? 

In order to give additional anthori^ and efiect to 
these proceedings, the parish priest of Newput laoded 
in Achill, February 14th, 1835, after beating up re- 
cruits on the way, " to put down the prescbns." It 
would seem as if he understood well the affection re- 
cently borne by tbe nlanders, and not yet extinct, per^ 
haps, towards their Protestant benefactor, and so brought 
in a body of Btrangers having no such grateful preju- 
dices, in whom he conld better trost for the accom- 
phshment of his object. The next day, which was 
Sunday, what ferocious prayers ! what sanguinary curses! 
Tbe people were desired to have their pitchfork* well 
aharpened; and in case Mr. Nangle or any of his agents 
entered their bouses, one was to stand at the back-door 
and another at the front*, to render escape impossible j 

* Tha csttsga in AeUU, m 'm sookt puts af tb« wrst of In- 
luid, «Diitt of aaXj one iddib, in which are two doorwayii, ap|i»- 
■Ue to each other ; tha ana on the lee liie being tall opes, while 
Uiat to windward is closed ; lliu is doua bj Baana irf' a morartde 
(traw matting, finiog- to the doaiway, and shifted aa accaeioa 
R^uini. la the wont of Iheie cottagea, il ia aalf thm^ thtte 
■perturei that dayligbt i> adoiitted inlii the intaiiw. 
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and then Ihit unholy minister of a religion of peace and 
lave prayed that the people might lose the power of 
their hands if they failed to execute his orders ! The 
intended effects immediately followed. The Irish mind, 
with all its fine and endearing qualities, is easily excited, 
prone to violence when its passions and prejudices are 
roused, and, above all, — and this is its worst pro- 
perty,— exceedingly disposed to sympathize with, or 
submit to, the arm of power, and to side with the 
strongest •, 

The day following the priest of Newport's arrival the 
steward of the colony was assaulted with a bludgeon, 
while sitting in his own dwelling, and the labourers 
were informed that, if they ventured beyond the Sound 
o{ Achill, they might bring their coffins ready made 
along with ihem. Several aBsaoUa were committed at 
different times on the road between Achill aud New- 
port t upon persons connected, or supposed to be so, 
with Mr, Nangle, and were alluded to by the priest in 
the chapel, to show what was the real effect of being 
denounced from the altar, and what others had to exppct. 
Mr. Nangle deemed it necessary to wear arms about his 

Eerson when on the road, and on one occasion attri- 
uted his preservation, under Providence, to this pre- 
caution, and to an escort of police which had been 
ordered to accompany him on his return from Newport 
to Achill. During this, or some other short absence he 

* Sep, forinitaace, the case of the Rev. Ur. Stoney'g iteirBrd at 
Ciitlebar. This poor, inoStntiie man, nhose naly crime wm ttiat 
he wan B Proteilaut iu Mc. S.'* lenice, and had bern seen in Ihe 
Catholic chapel the pitcicdiii)^ Simrlay, listi^ning la lh« denuQci- 
atioiis from the nl'nr, was knocked ilgwn by six niffians, hired, it 
ia luppoMd, fur the piirpote ; who, with iii;n-hvB<1ed iitii:ka, itnick 
him on Ihe head lill ihey left him for deail, weltering in hii blood. 
Thin waa not done in a liye-lane oi cnroer, but on Ihe faii-green, on 
fair Uhv, before liundreda of wilntsaea, yet not one lent a helping 
b.iDd to lave or defend him. Such an absence of all Ke"en>ui 
■nd manly feeling could not have been met with in England. We 
■aw this poor man, a few dayi after, nt Newpurl. 

f Afirr craning Achill Sound, the diitance to Newport, tba 
naareit lawn on tha main-land, is 17 Iriih mile*. j 



:,q,t,=cdbvGoOgle 



made Iroin the Bettlement, the chief officer of the coast- 
guard at Keel, husband to the Roman Catholic female 
vbo had indignantly left the chapel, came over to Du- 
gurth every night to sit up with Mr. Nangle'a family, 
and be in readiness to protect them in case of attack or 
insult ; Mr. Nangle'i wife aud eister-in-law being par- 
ticularly obnoxioue to such outrages, on account of their 
activity in the school, and a zeal which ecarcely yielded 
to his own in the general objects of the mission. I 
could not but sympathize with the natural apprehen- 
sions expressed by these two excellent women at the 
prospect of what they might have to undergo this 
present winter, but ueir gentle serenity, and their 
trust in a merciful Providence, had never yet forsaken 
them. 

In the mean time, and even at a period when there was 
the prospect of much distress in the island, Mr, Nangle 
could not procure the number of labourers to whom he 
was willing to give employment; and had he not 
brought in workmen from other places, fields, on which 
much money had been expended in preparatory culti- 
vation, must have remained unplanted. 

The schools were already almost deserted ; some of 
the parents had avowed to Mr. Nangle in secret, that 
they were reluctantly compelled to withdraw their chil- 
dren, but the greater part, in so doing, were persuaded, 
no doubt, that they were saving them from the enemy 
of their souls. Such poor children as had continued 
for a time to frequent the schools, had been stopped 
and beaten on their way by persons wholly unconnected 
with them; sometimes by the Catholic schoolmaster, 
and even by the priest himself. Mr. Nangle states that 
he was himself an eye-witness to three such assaults 
committed within sight of his own dwelling. 

This is a disgusting detail of focts, which would ex- 
ceed the bounds of credibility, were they not too well 
attested. I have drawn them chiefly &om the statement 
made by Mr. Nangle himself, in his petition to the 
House of Lords, wherein he states, that the outrages 
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first mentioned, and Bimiki ones, were proved at tbe 
letty Bessiona of New^n, and that two of the accused 
lad come to him in private, acknowledging their guilt, 
and declariiig that they wcnjld never Imve attempted to 
injure any one at the settlement but for the advice of 
the priest; — one of them diecloeed a conversation he 
had had with the priest the morning after the day on 
which the petty sessions were held. Having chained 
the priest with bringing him into such trouble, " For," 
said he, " I would not have gone to the settlement but 
for you:" he replied, " Hold your tongue, you ruffian" ! 
don't mention my name by any means, and you shall 
have an able lawyer to defend you at the quarter-ses- 
sions." 

In this manner the first winter and the ensuing spring 
hod passed in Achill. Still the struggling colony was 
far from being annihilated. Though three of the sdiools 
were shut up, yet that at Dugnrth lemainedf ; a few, 
though hut a few. Catholic children intermixed with the 
Protestant scholars; curious or half-converted stragglers 
would still drop in to listen to the preaching, or the 
Scripture expositions t; some conveitB bad been made, 

• This miich-nsed Irish word, b! 
spplKatian on the pieseDt occMiui . 

O^usire, mfiuiDg in an Icish mouth than in our Ei]);\»h 'vocatni- 
lary. I have oftea heard it usnJ, nhen rogne nauld be the mast, 
appropriate EngUsh equWaUnt. 

f Mr. Naijgle'i foiii schools, situated at fbur of the prindpRl 
villageii in the islaDil, conlaincd, during the Teir short mootlia of 
theic existence, about 400 sdiolars. They assembled in honm 
which wece hired by the weeii for the putpoae, and were taught 
spelling, trritiog, and arithmetic. A few, who had learned lo read 
previously, were instructed in the scriptures. 

There was □□« small native school in the island «h«i Mr. Nasf^ 
settled there, which was atteudad by between 20 and 30 chil- 
dren, whose parents supported the master. I do net know what 
the amount of attendance is at the present Natianil Schocds, but 
in that which is the nearest to Mr. Nanj^Vs sctllpmeot. there is 
little more than one-fonrlh of the number which attended at his 
own school, befbri tb* denunciations of tha Bowiiah Church weva 
iscued against tt. 

I It is in this accidental way that tbs first in 
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and could not be leclauned; and in the mean time 
the wute land about the misaioD-houEes was bringing 
fi»-th its first or second aop of potatoes; the colony 
garden exhibited a variety of vegetables nerer leea in 
Achill before; two additional houses had been com- 
pleted, othen were in prepress ; and, in short, there 
■eemed no intention on Mr, Nangle'a part to abandon 
an object which he had already done so much to realize. 
It was then that the last scheme was devised to 
crush the infant settlement ere it could strike its roots 
deeper into the eoil; or, in Dr. M'Hale's language, 
*' to put a final extinguisher on the sinister speculation. " 
This scheme was an episcopal visitation, a rare event in 
Achill*, by Dr. M'Hale himself, — " him whom they 
reu^ioised as the delegate of heaven," and in whose 
dioceee, as Roman Catholic Archbishop of Tuam, the 
island of Achill is included. He landed on the 2nd of 
September, surrounded by a body of thirteen priests, and 
followed by crowds of people bearing banners, on which 
was written, " Down with the SchiHmatics," with other 
aimiUr inscriptions. On the two following days, with the 
assistance of his clergy, he performed high mass, in all 
the splendour of his episcopal costume, in the chapel of 
Dukanelly; and, "OLord, Sir!" said a poor, hatf-waver- 

ng before OUT dfpaxlim from Acliill, 
, 1, coming irilh him from Newport, 
laughiuKly tiilil Mi. NangVi WrvantB that Mr. S. had often tried 
to penUKde them to go in end Ualea to him ; they thought it mm 
worth while to try the joke for ouce. They "cvne," ia fact, "to 
■eoff ;" and, though it would be too much to lay that thaj " re- 
mained 1o prajj** yet tbey went awaj Hilent imd senons. 

Mr. Nangle has two religioua lenicei daily. In the moTain(, 
there ii ■ hymn lung in Irish, a. prayer of moderate length, and an 
extempore and familiar exposition of a portion of the BCriptiiiei, 
both in Irish aUo. In the erenin^, a aimilar lerrice take* place in 
Biif^ih. The maming congregatiDD a*Brage> about 40 peepla, 
the eveiuDg about 30 ; but that oa Sunday i« mom eonudcrable. 

* AnotberejnieopalvinttttlDa, of a more eianKelical oad peeee 
fol character, may be expected neil summer. 'Riat truly amiablo 
and apottolicsl pialate, the Archbiibop of Taam, intends U 
this secluded roTDarof huer' — ~~ '' 
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iog Roman Catholic peaeaut to Mr. Nangle afterwardB, 
"u you had but seen him, Sir, in his fine robes, with his 
mitre on his head ! He looked juBt like St. Patrick !" 
There wae much praying and much preaching. The 
priests followed one another in addressing the people. 
Such individuals as had attended the Protestant church 
were held up to execration : it was forbidden to apeak 
to, or lalute them ; they were to have no dealings with 
them whatever ; neither borrowing nor lending, neither 
buying nor aelhng; they were, in abort, to he excom- 
municated from all the charities of fellowship ! and, 
finally, a solemn curse was pronounced on all who should 
dare to violate these inhuman mandates. I am told that 
the archbishop was not himself the organ of the curse; 
it was his office to pronounce a solemn blessing upon 
all that had been done when it came to a close. 

I have not ascertained if any of Mr. Nangle's con- 
verts turned back on this tempting occasion. "The 
Connaught Telegraph," which is the organ of the Roman 
Catholic and radical sentiment in the county of Mayo, 
in its description of the archbishop's visit to Achill, un- 
blushingly declares, that, " up to this moment, not ime 
native of Achill has Nangle or Stoney succeeded in be- 
guiling from the religion of their ancestors." As our 
visit to Achill immediately followed Dr. M'Hale's, I am 
enabled to state, that up to that moment the number of 
Mr. Nangle's Achill converts was six families and seven 
individuals, making thirty-one persons, not including 
-those who, having once renounced their Roman Catholic 

frofession, had been won or terrified back into it again ; 
ut these amount to two only. Of the thirty-one con- 
verts, Mr. Nangle told me he had admitted only seven 
or eight to the communion, — he required the utmost cer- 
tainty he was able to obtain of their fidelity and sincere 
conviction, before he presumed to take this step; and 
of all so admitted, not one had hitherto been found 
wanting *. 

* Ona of Ur. Nugle'a conveiti ia a vcrjr steady and praniiiiif; 
youth, who «a« empbyed a« lca«hei of the nalioaal Khool in the 
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Dr. M'Hale remained three days in the island. We 
have Been what were eome of the public duties he per* 
formed, and if you wish to know the occupation of his 
private hours during this his benign visitation lo the 
parish of Achill, you will turn to the Galway paper I 
send you, and read, if you have never read it before, his 
letter to the Bishop of Loudon. This extraordinary 
composition (which I could not characterize without 
using harsher words than I wish to apply to any man 
who bears the title of a Christian archbishop) is dated 
" Achill island. Nativity of the Blessed Vii^in, 1835." 

" The Connaught Telegraph" contains other false- 
hoods in its description of the arrhi-episcopal visit ; the 
Rev. Mr. Duncan, of whom it speaks as having been 
dismissed the service by the parent society, was Mr. 
Nangle'a assistant, who left the island only on account 
of ill-health, and is hngering in the neighbourhood with 
his heart as much as ever in the cause. Mr. Stoney, the 
Rector of the adjoining parish on the main-land, still 
takes chaise of the accounts of the mission in spite of 
the newspaper assertions to the contrary, and was en- 
gaged in paying the labourers their wages the day we 

Mdjuioinf; lillage, and n^ diimlBaed ttom bil litiution by the 
pneit, on ha becoming a Pcotettanl. 

J have learned, since our viait to Achill, through Ht. Nannie's 
publication a, that, in the month of October laat, a femnle Roman Ca- 
tholic Bervunt in his aervice, who had neTcr been prerented from 
attending; het own chapel, had notwithstanding pToresGed her free 
and voluntary conformity to the Pratestant fBitb. The priest ia 
consilience refused to hear her parent^ coa/eHiuntt or g;raat them 
abaoliition, till they took their daughter away from her olnce and 
broueht her beck to the Church of Rome, She «■■ aecordin^y de- 
coyed awey by her mother, on the falae pretenceof ber eisler^BdaA- 
geroua illneae, beaten vith eatickand kicked every day by both pa- 
reuta, forced to the Ruman Catholic chBpe1,Bud made to go on her 
kneei to iheprieat, who received her with "So, my lady, you cams 
here againat your will lo-day." Having afterwards had au oppor- 
tunity of communicating with Mr. Nanglc, she eipreaied hei 
desire to be protected by the law, and to have the privilege of wor- 
shippiuR God according to her conscience; and accordingly, ini 
the lOih uf November, at Caillebar, made her depositiop, on oath, 
to this effect, before a justice of peace. What has become of hei 
rioce is concealed, fraro prudential motivea. 
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kit the i«Und ; and Mr. Nuigle, instead of receiving 
300/. a year from the society, receivec one -half that sum, 
bemg 20/. or 30^. a year more than be had fixed upon 
liimBelf, when desired to name his own salary. He is a 
man of the most disinterested feelings, as this fact 
iUuBtr«tee, as well as of the most simple habits. 
Hiaa Werner, his sister-in-law, told me that, though 
at all times of feeble health, he was so extremely 
scrupulous in ecoDomising the society's fandB, that he 
made a great difficulty of having his ground-floor rooms, 
which include the parlour, hoarded. He thought the 
bare well-beaten earth might suffice, as It does in the 
paw people's cottages. What little cotuforts or lax- 
ities they have about them have been insisted upon by 
their friends in the committee of management, on the 
Indies' account, who have been accustomed to, though 
they are happy in renouncing, all the ordinary luxuries 
of a very respectable station of society in Dubhn. The 
dinner-table at the missiun-house was always abundantly 
fUmiehed, An Irishman wotild deprive himself of muiy 
things befiire he would fail in this national symbol of 
a hearty hospitality. An innocent pride is exhibited 
in the produce of the kitchen- garden. Besides the never- 
failing potato, four or five wholesome vegetables might 
generally be counted on the table. The cellar was 
less abundantly fiirnished. The single bottle oi decan- 
ter of wine was always removed with thfe cloth, not to 
return again, — and on the last day of our visit it failed 
altogether. Our kind host noticed the deficiency with 
unaffected simpUcity, — he had no nuyre, and he put a 
bottle of parliament whiskey on the table for those, he 
said, who liked it. 

With this digression, it is time that I should bring to 
a close my story of Mr. Nangle's mission, the lirst of the 
Idnd, I believe, ever undertaken in Ireland in the Irish 
language *, and which, as a solitary example, may serve 

• Mr-NiBgle, who ii. I bflie?e, a native of IhsCo.of Meath, 
wsi not qualified foi tbe miMJOD be hu iindertRkeu, till, by dbt of 
much labour, during a prolracled illnesi, he made himself master 
of the Iiigh laugaajfe. It ia interertiiig to witneas the contrast 
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u a model or a warning, according to its results, for 
future establiahmenta of a similar tendency*. If my 
goud wishes are with this experiment, it is in the ah- 
sence of any more efiectusl means of rescuing Ireland 
fiom her present state of moral and spiritual debasement, 
that they are bo. Could a national and reformed priest- 
hood be made themBelves the instrumenta of her rcge- 
ncratioD, or were the national scheme of education, now 
•0 exteuBively acted upon, praclically answering ihe 
ends for which it was intended, I should not, periiaps, 
have felt the same interest in a proselyting institution, 
the inevitable demerit of which is, that it has some ten- 

bttween the Tlcant t}^ and Ihe audible yavn irLich ue Mme- 
timei 1o be noticed in Mr. N&i^U'b ctjagregatioii duciag the 
Eogliali service, and that 9a.ine eye, radiant with intellij^ence and 
intently fixed upon the pieachei'a lips, when he is utti-iing the 
awfdl tmtha of rel^^D, ia a language dear and familiar tu the 
poot maa'i heart. A umple Itithman cfliaot believe that say 
heiMy or faliehood cao be preached to him in thoK accsota to 
which his infant ear was first opeoed. The man who utten them, 
trbuther natileDr stranger, has hia lave and confidence at once; 
and yet we leave an inslmment of Euch eilraordinary efficacy 
and power, almoat eicluuvely in Ihe hands of Ihe Roman Catholic 
^agy, to do with it whatever Ihey [dease, lubiect to no witnesses 
or couttal whatever. The Iiiih Society hai laag been woikiog 
quietly, but vith succeia, to enable the Irish peasant Id read the 
■crlptures in his oative tongue i but if ia necessary he should bo 
taiktd to, as well ■■ taught by books ; he is peculiarly susceptible 
of being acled upon by fervent, homely, and demonstrative elo- 
queiice. The Catholic clergy know this ; and why should we 
diidain the worldly wisdom of a people who are, beyond all otbera, 
wise in their generation ? There could not be a mure efTeclual 
means of doing goc»d to the Irish 'population than by opening 
chapels in all the large towns, and indifierent parts of the cuuntrf, 
far the regnlai preaching of ttia word of God, at stated timet, and 
by accredited ministeis, m tbe Irish tongue. 

• The "Connaught TelBt-raph" prophesies, that, " in «ii monthg 
more, vrithin the tenantless walls of the culouy will be heard only 
the shrill whistle of the whirlwind, or the night-scnwch of the owl. 
The buddings shall sUod (shall?) as a lasling record of the foUy 
and hyprocrisy of their architects, and as a convincing illustration 
of the sayings of the royal propliet, ' Except the Lord build the 

t, they labour ia vain who build it.' They shall conliaue ai 

i ^^ jp (how," Ac. 
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dency to rouse into activity the bad pasBiona of human 
nature, before it can e&ctually allay them. 

Ab I have alluded to the national schools supported 
by Government, I will trouble you with a few further 
ohseirations on them. It appears perverse and illiberal, 
perhaps, and therefore I do not suggest the opinion 
without some reluctance, that a scheme, from which so 
much good has been expected, has failed in its object. 
It seems lo have widened the separation between the Ca- 
tholic and Protestant population, and to have, increased 
the exclusive power and influence of the priesthood. 
No doubt, this result, if real, was never intended. It waa 
meant, on the contrary, by establishing a comprehen- 
Bive system of education, acceptable alike to Protestant 
and Catholic, to bring tbem into intercourse and co-ope- 
ration, to soften mutual prejudices, and to conciliate the 
friendly feelings of even the pastors of the opposite 
creeds; and with this view, the books required, or rather 
" recommended," to be used in them, including aelec- 
tiona from the Scriptures, are free from everything that 
could be objectionable to either party, and are, in fact, 
in every point of view, of almost faultless excellence. 
These selections embrace nearly the whole of the Book 
of Genesis, the Gospel according to St. Luke, and the 
Acts of the ApOBtlesi and the Commissioners are pre- 
paring others, translated literally from the original. " No 
passage has been either introduced or omitted under the 
influence of any peculiar view of Christianity, doctrinal 
or practical." 

But are these tlie books really used, or are they alone 
used P In a school of several hundred girls belonging to 
the Presentation convent at Galway, and assisted by the 
National Board, we found the great girls writing out 
themes on virginity, priesthood, and martyrdum. The 
one state was glorious, the other more so, the last, of 
course, moat of all ; but as martyrdom was a species of 
glory to which it must be very difficult in these times to 
attain, priesthood, no doubt, bore away the palm. Seve- 
ral classes of little girls in the same school had their 
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iHWkB open upon a catalogue of saints, male and female, 
whom they were to call upon in prayer, filling tv(o 
pages. The children were apparently learning these' 
names hy heart; but when I asked if I might be per-, 
mitted to listen, the nun who had charge of the class 
instautly began questioning one of them on a different 
subject, in so low a tone, however, that I heard scarcely 
anything but the name of Christ, which had no place in 
the lesson before them, whilst the embarrassed child 
muttered inaudibly after her teacher's dictation. No 
one can wonder that the nuna of a convent * should be 
teaching these things ; but is it for such that the funds, 
of the National Board of Education are destined ? 

Again, as to the schoolmasters, they are almost uni- 
versally Catholics, and almost as inevitably agents of 
their priests. It was a national schoolmaster who was, 

* The lady who conducted ui ovei the convent, a beaulirul and 
w«U-b[ed woraiin, of about 30 ytwcg of age, wu reco^uUed by 

Lord , who hod just preceded u> in a liait to ■>, as the 

dauifhter of a baronet of aneleut family, and IsTt^ estate in aa 
•djoioinff counff . A few yean before, she vat a Pioteatant, ai alt 
hei fsmily are, and miiiDg wilh theia in the world. Thii lady. 
told me, that the eitiinated eipeaae of entrance and piofenion in. 
her convant was about £500. She eipaliated to ma with graat 
complacency on the flouriBhins convent of the laine order, vbich 
fans been lately establlahed in Nvwfuiindland, by a colony of Iruh 
ladiei, who have alio large Echooli under their tuilion. 11 ii well- 
known, by thow who are adjuaioted with NewfouDdland, what 
■Irong reinforcementa of Iruh popery are pouring into that 
country. 

There are ia the town of Galway two conveutg and Ihree fri- 
ariei, one of which hai a school of 400 or 500 baya, also cteeiving 
aid from the Board of Education. The filarg arx gaining ground 
rapidly iu popular veneratioa ; and it ia believed, that if the aecular 



At the laat aaaiiea of Oalway, a very eurioui trial came on, 
illuatrative of the arti nied in the nunnery achooU to induce the 
higher order of pupils to become num. whenever Ihey have for 
tune sufficient to excite the cupidity of the superiorB. 
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io Achill, made lite instnimeiit of the pricsti' vengeance 
on Mt. Ntujgle'H Bcholare, and in k late most disgraceful 

scene at , in theeounty of ClBre, it was the teacher of 

the nationtU srhool who acted as chief of the gang, under 
the priest's order, and in hia pretence, in maltreatini; & 
congregation of Protestant dissenters in theii own dwell- 
ing, and the boys of the national school were dismiseed 
an hour earlier than usual, that -they might take an 
active part in the brutal assault. There is no magic 
spell in the lesson of peace and charity commanded to 
be hung up in every school-room, if the voice of ediiy- 
ii^ interpretation be never heard there. 

But we have been told, that if the national schools 
are perverted to objects subversive of those which were 
intended, it is the ProteBtaots who are to blame for it. 
They will oeither send their children to the achoots, nor 
will they visit them personally for the putpoae of exa- 
mining into their practical working, and thus opposing 
a salutary check to the infringement of the rules laid 
down for their regulation. Surely tbia ia requiring too 
much from Protestants ! What is to be expected, if a 
man sends his child amongat a multitude of Catholic 
children, to be tai^ht (not directly by a priest, cer- 
tainly) but by a Cathohc schoolmaater, and under the 
same roof, perhapa, aa the Catholic chapel, oi in a build- 
it^ closely adjoining it, as is sometimes the case, though 
contrary to the rules of the Board? What conscientious 
Protestant could run such a risk of his child's best inte- 
reita, for the sake of an experiment 7 

The second objection alleged against the Protestants 
seems so entirely involved in the other, that when you 
ask a resident Protestant gentleman, if he might not 
secure, by hia superintendence, the proper ohBervation of 
the rule* of the school, so as to make them fitting for a 
Protestant child's education, he smiles at your ignorance 
of a state of feeling which renders such a thing impoa- 
sible. It ia difficult enough for him to live in amity with 
hisCatholic neighbours, without offering such an incentive 
as this interierence would be to their bitter hostility. £ven 
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by the paaaing traveller, who in Ireland hu many conrte- 
oue pTivileaies, it is not alwAyB to be done with impunity*. 

That the national schools have a direct tendency, 
either by their bringing the youthful Catholic population 
more immediately under the eye and the mintatration of 
the prieHts, or by their superseding schools of a more 
Protestant character, to increase the growing ascendancy 
of Catholicism in Ireland, I can scarcely doubt, and the 
lees so, because the most zealous Catholics, and the 
priestB themselves, ns we have had irequent oppoTtuni> 
ties of knowing, are the warmest in their praise. 

I have hitherto regarded Mr. Nangle's mission rather 
in the light of the resistance it opposes to a spiritual 
tyranny, itself the most powerful barrier to the improve- 
ment of the Irish popolatioui-, than in reference to its 

* The poor of Iha Protestuit penuaiion, in thoM parts of Iie- 
l*.nd whii^ mie alniaat entirety Catholic, are, at the prtaent time, 
in a much wane date of destitution, aito the roeuii of education, 
than they e»er were before. In remote district!, thinly, if at all, 
inhabited by the eUn of gentry, a sonall Bchuol, for toe Kattered 
Proteatont children of hi> parish, wai sometimei tupported eatirely, 
attta mainly, by the reeideat clergj'inan, who ia now, from tha 
non-payment af^ hia income, compelled to retrench the eiperi- 

f Ireland eihibifi scene* to whith the continental natioru of 
Europe afford no paiallel. Tbey may diiplay more of the tihawy 
mummery of Popery, iiich as proceaaions id the itieeti, images by 
the road-side, S:g.; but what country on the Continent exhibits 
acenei like those which hate bi«n enacted in Achill, end many 
aren worse in other places i* In Ihote countries of Europe, 
where there ia a mixed Calhalie and Protedant, or a chiefly Ca- 
tholic population, there ia a atrung- gofemment, and a vif^lant, 
sexere, and impartial police, not only auppressiye of eiery apecie* 
of riot and lawlasa riofence, but exacting even the observance of 
the siricteat decorum. They mav be as good Calholica ai they 
please, but Ihey must be belter citiiena and subjects. Their soTC- 
reigo, tliough he be a Catholic himself, is more than any onB 
interekted in the subjugation of Catholicism to the supremacy of 

With leipect lo thoae melodramatic, but much more iauocent, 
BihibttioDi of Popery above alluded to, they wilt be the lut which 
will be ventured on in this country, for obvious reasons. Hiey 
will be the pantomime foe the people, which will not come on tiU 
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holier and ultimate object. The miBuonaiy has not 
only to thow that the priest ia a weak and erring beina; 
" lite himself," wielding a measure of authority which 
docB not belong to him*; but the doctrines he boa 
taught must be proved ioaufficient to secure the sinner's 
acceptance with God. 

Not only will the poor Catholic tell you that, if he 
is wrong, ma priest has to answer for it ; but if yon 
can Butxeed in pursuading him that he has misunder- 
atood or abused his priest's meaning, or bring home to 
his own door ybrbirffjen sin, be has always a resource at 
hand which will set all things to rights again. Con- 
feision and absolution offer him their convenient and 
healing remedies. Mr. Nangle tries to take from him 
this last refuge for the convicted conscience. He tells 
him that, though he may confess and give his money to 
the priest for absolution, yet that the priest cannot give 
him back his money's worth ; that he is deceived in this 
matter, and that the busiuesa is yet to be done. Thus 
his harshest invectives against the poor man's spiritu^ 
guide are incidental only to the teachii^ of the great 

the curtain has fallen upon the traffic extinctioa of all PtoteilaQf 
Uboties. 

With the exception of the chapels in the convents and friaiiei, 
there ii aeldom anj thing objeclionable ia a Roman Catholie 
church in Iieland. The crucifix ataada ahine upon the altar, and 
the Virgin Mary and the Saiata are out of sight. In the great 
altar-picture in the chapel at Weatport, the St. Veronice, on her 
kneea, holding the expanded napkin, which ia a continental 
chiir>:h iTuuld bear on it the miraculoua impreasion of the face of 
Christ, and the undoubted original of which Pope Gregory XVI. 
will thia year exhibit, from an internal balcony 0/ St. Peter'Sj 
to crowda of prostrate wonhippera, might here be mistaken for 
one of the Marji simply ministering to the Saviour's sufferings 
under the weight of his crois. 

* As one of the most innocent apeciment of the faith enter- 
tained and permitted b; the Catholic pastor and his flock, I may 
adduce the fulloviiig.— The people of Valeotia island, or of Cahir 
Sereen, aiked their pariih-prieil, vhile the cholera was raeinx 
there, why he did not atop it, or drive it info the sea? — " fVaUd 
you iave me laie the acoorgs out of the Almighty's hgind f he 
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doctrines of repentance, of individual reBponsLbility, of 
the necefiaity of personal holiness, and of the atoning 
merits of a Saviour's sacrifice, offered to all " without 
money and without price." 

A single anecdote will illustrate the moral result of this 
process. During a temporary absence of Mr. Nangle from 
Achill, the parish priest of the island sent for two of his. 
new converts. He reasoned with them on the folly of the 
predicament in which they had placed themselves; for 
"what are you to do noio?" said he; "suppose, I say, 
you were to get drunk or to etesl, who have you got now 
to forgive you your sins ? " — " No one, Sir," repUed one 
of the converts, " we have no man to forgive us our ains, 
but we have Jesus Christ to forgive us our sins, aud not 
only to forgive us, but to prevent us from getting drunk 
and from stealing." 

There is no one who will not approve of such con- 
versions as these, though we may still regret that any 
weapon, sharper than the voice of persuBsive reasoning, 
any language lesB tender than the daily prayer which 
Mr. Nangle fervently offers up for his deluded and de- 
luding brethren, should have been found e&ctual to 
their production*. It should not however, I think, be 



ui, incredible, is held in iiioui awe by miny an haaeit Catholic. 
It i* (CBice'.y fait to call it idulalry, aad it seenu slmoit piofaue to 
eodeavoui to diveit it of that my slicism which makei it lose half 
it! gKHBDEBs. I am BTguing here fiom the Btroug/erAii; I have 
on Ihia ■ubject, and not ^m the deduction! of obuivatioa or ex- 
perience. Thcie ace many facta to show that thii very mode of 
exhibitini; the Wafer, with all "the debMing caaualtiea" to which 
iti deification ii ■ubject, hu heea the pceciae reacon which has 
delivered the Roman Catholic mind ftom Popeiy. 

8till leas does my own otiieiVBtiou lead me to think that 
Mr. Nangle'* feaileianesg of charadei ii injurioui to his cauie. 
The poor people of Achill Uughed aloud one diiy, at the tchool- 
dooT, in the face of theii ovn priest, becaute they saw him alink 
away fmm the approach of Mr. N., who wai advuiciog to meet 
him. " Why did not he ipeoi T" they said, " untesi he was 
frighteDed.*' We ate mistaken, I Ihink, both in our views of tha 
Irub chacadet in puticuUi, and of the feelings of Komsn Catholic* 
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objectfd to Mr. Nan^e that, by ■Unning the conMnenccs 
at liis heaien u to the safety of their soola, he tnma 
agdnrt the Catholics the very weapon which they find 
the most efiiectual in their own mode of war&re. It 
is one of the commonest and most artAil arguments of 
die Popish priesthood, both as a defeDsive means for 
retKiniug the all^iance of their own flocks, and an ag- 
grcsnve one to gain over heretics,— that since, by the 
admission of both Protestants and Catholics, a Catholic 
can be saved; whereas it is by the assertion of one party 
only, viz., the Protestant, that the Pnteilant can be 
saved, it follows that, in the proportion of two to one, 
there is a preponderance of safety for the Catholic. 
Where is the Irish peasant's head, or any peasant's head, 
that can see throngh the grossness of this paltry fallacy ? 
Those Protestants who, like Mr. Nangle, believe that 
the worst eirois of Popery are fatal to a man's sool, can 
fiulhfully and honestly equalize the argument according 
to the Catholics' own principles. It is a species of recoil 
ferbidden only to those who would rather doubt than 
dogmatize on such awful matters. The argument is here 
applied only to the ignorant and half-barbarous Irish- 
man ; bat the histoiy of all successfiil missions, in every 
part of the worid, proves that the process of conversion 
IB the same*. 

in gtatni, when ve talw so modi pmin to eommend ounelTCl (o 
tiiA by coDeaaon sad eomplunent, tai oil the connliatoiy bUo- 
di^tTteDti vhidi kind and tolrrant nitnm can iiiggtvt to pn>- 
pitiatc Ibelr gnod-will, and make known oui own Gberalitj of len- 
tuneiit. I am speaking of conne in reference to lEligion only ; 
tfast latjcct on vlndi ■ Roman Catbulic, from Ihe -werj nature of 
bi* mm exacting and Jealoiufailb, can have no sympathy with, and 
certainly no reaped far, oar contiarted indiflereaee. 'Hieie i* no 
racipiadtj in thia matter ; and the Catliolic denrea nothing betlei 
than that joa thould laviah upon him all the lendemeasea of ymt 
indulgent tiberaliain, while be i> not called upon for any limiUi 
CDDeearioD in retnni, but holib on hia own itesdfaat way, mue- 
dueed hv youi flattery, and failing not to profit to the ntnuat by 
the good opinion you bate of hint. 

_ * The Soman Catholic prleatbood pmdin another deeep- 
tioD, akin to the Ust, on tbs ignorant andeTatandinga of their 
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The enlightened Uid libent-minded Roman Calholic 
dwclume the exclusireneBs of salvation, the infallibility 
of popes andcouncile, and the intrineic efficacy of priestly 
kbeolution. He is in fact no Roman Catholic at all, in 
the itrict meaning of the word; but he believes pro- 
bably in tranaubstantialion and purgatory, in the inter* 
ceseion of the Vir^n and the Samte, and in the efficacy 
of prayers for the dead, — the " moat natural and par- 
donable error of piety*." He calls himself a Catholic, by 
reason that he is not a Protestant, or believing lesB than 
all this, or perhaps none of it at all, he still continues to 
call himself a Catholic, because indifference to the truth, 
or the claims of kindred and connesion, or the antiquity 
of his Catholic descent, and the lustre reflected, as he 
thinks, individually on himself, by the spleadour of a 
once-dominant and still lofty and pretending church, 
indispoBe him avowedly to shake off his allegiance f. 
It is a mistaken, however, if not an ignoble allegiance, 
whatever be the illusive colouring which human auc- 
tions, and natural vanity and poetic feeling may throw 
over it. 

flocks. " Oun IS tbe old church, and the true church, and you 
CBDDut denj it," layi the arguing; Pnpiat tu bi< Pioteituit ligteocr. 
" You pi:a; for it founchxi, and you uy it in join Belier, iDd 
there is your own hitok to then it." And then, if he be m scholar, 
be will opeD " our own book " of Common Prayer, vhieh he is 
acquainted with for ttiis purpose only, and point out Ihe word 
CalhaHc as used in the " Pnyei for all conditions of men," and in 
the Apostles' Cieed. It proves tbe universulity of this vulgar 
impression, that in every house at which we viutcd. thmuEhout 
the W. and S.W. of Ireland, the sarvanti, who with veiy few 
raceptioQB, wire ell Catholics, brought forward this triumphant 
■r^mmt whenever my maid, who required all her wita and feam- 
in^ to mist it, waa trying to defend her own ill-used cause. Hr. 
Naii)j^, in ssme dearer, prepirei hia hearers fur a similar contro' 
veisy, 1^ speaking of the respective creeda, as tbe " old relij;ion 
of Jesus Chrtil," and Ihe " new r>^1i){lon of Rome." 

■ Waddington's prospects of the Greek church. 

f Tba very wmk of Catholic too is imposing. To exchange it 
for aaother of ^ijMirniJ^ less ancient and less compreheniive dig- 
nity, u, in tbe eye of one who claims it as his inheritance, like 
being d^^raded to Ihe rank of a sectarian minority. 

The CathoUcs, aa tbey desire to be called, hav« do right 1o ap- 
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I cut iu no way account for the general sympathy ex- 
hibited by the liberal and educated Roman Catholic 
laity of the present day, in the ambitious stru^le of 
theii church for political as well as spiritual aecendancy, 
but from one or other of the above motives. Alas! 
vain of the victoriee they are achieving, they do not 
foMsee that they are achieving them over their own 
Uberties ! 

There are few Catholics who attempt to deny that the 
funds of the Propaganda Fide at Rome are expended 
in Ireland, in the ambitious hope of bringing it once, 
more in subjection to Popery. The Catholic gentleman 
will not only triumphantly call your attention to all the 
new and costly cathedrals and chapels which these funds 
help to pay for, — he refers you to similar indications 
of " the strides Catholicism is making" (these are hia 
very words) in England also. Without for a moment 
forgetting you are a Protestant, he tells you to look at 
Bath, at Princethorpe, at Coleortoa, at Stonyhurat, at 
Oscott, where, and in a hundred other places, proselytiBm 
is at her active work, and a rapidly increasing popuktion 
of Romanist converts attests the success of her efibrts. 
The most attractive art practised by these skilful pro- 
pagandists, as our Catholic friends candidly acknow- 
ledge, is the distribution of food at the gates of their 
institutions. The monasteries and collies of the 
Church of Rome seem likely indeed to become the asy- 
lums of not a few of our own discontented paupers. 

Before we left Dublin, the prospectus of a " Protection 

Society" for those clergy of the Roman Church who arc 

desirous of renouncing the errors of their faith, was 

, brought before the public eye. I cannot conceive a more 

justifiable and useful institution ; but in its zeal to free 

ptapriate to tbemielTei the name. The uAo/e Ck-iiliim world ia 
Citholic, and the proper lubdiviBion of it i» into Ranum Catholits 
and PnteilanI Catholiis. If the lattrr deiignatioo were in 
common use, I am convinced it would go fat in minda of a certain 
clai) toentille Protebtauti to reapect, and to abate the pTeteasiona 
of the Roman church. 
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itself from asy imputaticni of holding out encourageineDt 
to prematui-e or insincere professionB, and as a teet of 
sincerity, and a means of enlarging their sphere of doing 
good, this society reqaires that the convert shall himself 
lend hia active aid to the ministiy. Is not this greatly 
limiting the circle of the Society s influence ? A man 
may renounce his errors in all sincerity and be entitled 
to protection, and yet feel himself incapable of the zeal 
and exertions required by misuonary labour. 

Perhaps I should not have ventured to make these 
ohiervationB on the spirit of the Roman Catholic church 
if I were oot conscious that the more friendly views I 
once entertained of it had been nrung from me, with pain 
and reluctance, by nothing less indeed than the stubborn 
testimony of facts as they are accumulating under our 
eye ; and if I were not also prepared to believe and 
acknowledge that even among the Irish priesthood them- 
selves, among whom it is exhibited in its least attractive 
light, there are meritorious exceptions. Without reck- 
oning the Crottys and the O'Crolys who have essentially 
renounced the worst doctrinal errors of their creed, there 
are to be found in that body men of sincere piety, zealous 
in the exercise of their pastoral duties, free from extortion, 
self-denying in their habits, and generous in their charities. 
There are some few whose love extends even to their Sa- 
maritan neighbour, and who, by virtue of their own kind 
and gentle hearts, are able to make the doctrines of their 
creed accommodate themselves to jn'ocfica/ toleration ; 
and we all know that when this is the case, their 
parishioners are influenced by the example, and that they 
are respected, and even caressed, by their Protestant 
neighbours. When we were at Westport, the titular 
Dean Burke was expected back from his pilgrimage to 
Rome, bringing with him the Pope's consent to his pe- 
tition, that he should not be removed ftom the parish he 
loved, though his diocesan had willed it otherwise, and 
the Protestant inhabitants of that parish were, preparing 
at their own request to join with his numerous Catholic 
parishioners in giving him a dinner, expressive of their 
sympathy in his success. Yet when I think of the 
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dctpotic regime whkh has triioed up audi m man, and 
of what is expected from him in retvim, I am read; to 
put into hiB mouth the words of the Emperoi Alexander 
to Madame de Sta€l, vrheii she was making the excusei 
of despotic goTeramenta in favour of Eudi a paragon of 
Uberalism ae himself, " Encore, ne suia-je qu'un heurcux 
accident." The inveterate kindliness aad toleration of 
t, man's own heart will aometimes resist the discipline oS 
even a Maynooth education I But though a Catholic 
ectdesiastic may sconethnet feel and act inconsistently 
with his principles, he is still true to the banner under 
which he fights. 1 was tiot so well aware of this truth 
when I first went to Ireland as I afterwards became, 
and was one day encouraged by the coi'dial sentiments 
of that most hheral of Bomanist priests, the Rev. 

Mr. , of , to express to him the hopes 

that had always risen in my own mind when contem- 
plating the melancholy dirisions of the Christian world. 
We had been talking of Catholic onancipation, and 
the hinderances which had retarded its concession. Mr. 
• ■ — had grown somewhat warm upon the sub- 
ject, though we were much of the same opinion ; and I 
observed, that I had always thought it cruel to en- 
deavour to stamp indelibly upon Catholics the odium 
(^ doctrinee which they disavowed ; that I had no doubt 
many of the clergy as well as the laity disclaimed 
them ; and I even ventured to think that, if it were 
possible (probably it was not possible), but that, if it 
were possible for the Pope to assemble a council of the 
Catholic hierarchy of the present day, with the view of 
examining the doctrines of former councils, in reference 
to the altered and advanced state of feeling of our own 

times, that , that — I hesitated, fur a cloud had 

gathered on Mr. 's brow, and ehifdi^ my tense, for 

my meaning had already escaped me, I said, " at some 
future time, perhaps, this might be done." " Never ! " 

replied Mr. , with vehemence ; " the Catholii; 

Church can tiotct alter. That Church which Christ 
and his Apostles have founded can never alter ! " 
Such an obaervation requires no comment. 
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Before I cloae this t£dioiia letter, it may not be al- 
together uninteresting to ;ou if, by aid of euch of my 
disorderly pencil notes an I can decipher, I put to- 
gether B(»ne few details respecting Achill, of a more 
general nature. I should mention that, during our last 
day's visit, while we were abeent on an excursion on the 
mountains, the foundation-stone was laid by Mtb. Nangle 
and her sister, of a house for Dr. Adama, a physician in 
Stephen's Green, Dublin, who, with his wife, is about to 
devote the remainder of his days to this interesting 
colony; an event more propitious to the intereats of the 
mission could scarcely have occurred. Dr. Adams's 
house forms one of those five buildings in a line, which 
are represented in the cut (page 24) ; it will not 
difier in external appearance from the others. The 
central building, somewhat larger than the rest, is 
inhabited by Mr. Nangle and his famUy, and is intended 
to be divided with the asaistant- clergyman, when Mr. 
Nangle can meet vrith one. Of the other buildings, one 
is divided between the steward and the schoolmaster ; 
another ia for the two scripture-readera, and the last is 
for a temporary chapel, so arranged as to be easily turned 
into two dwellings, whenever the funds and prospects of 
the colony ahall admit of a more convenient church. 
The cottages now building or completed are at the back 
of the mission houses, where is also a small enclosed 
space, used for a cemetery. The only deaths which bad 
taken place in the colony, when we were there, were the 
child of one of the scnpture-readers, and a new-born 
infant of Mr. Nangle's, which he bvried with his own 
hands. Their gravea are marked by two lowly head- 
- atones. 

There are now from 110 to 180 Protestants in the 
island, including the coast-guard*. Mr. Naugk brought 

* The CoaBt or TFaler-Gua.ri, &A It ia commoDly called iu Ice- 
Und, to the great annovuicB of the naval ear of such Englishmen 
B> sra employed in it, is diitribuli^cl at Eome Kii or eight stations 
in different pact* of the ialend, in paitiei of fcom two to seven or 
eight meo. They ue legaided heie, and eiery nheie tine in Ite- 
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-in with him six FroteBtant familieB, and there was one 
native iamily of the same pcTBuamon on the island, when 
he arrived. The entire population of the island was aup- 
poaed to be from 3000 to 3500 ; that of the whole pariBn, 
which includcB part of the main land on the peninsula of 
Coiraan, ie 5'139. The tract of land laid out in squares, 
vhich elopes up the lower sides of Slievemore, as seen 
in the engraving, shows what is to be, rather than what 
actually exists. A " mearing," or boundary of turf-Bods, 
with an external trench, is carried however round the 
whole of this diatrict; the high road from the strand and 
village of Dugurth on the one side to the village and bay 
of Keel on the other, passing along its foot. The land, 
consisting of 130 acres, is held at the nominal rent of 1/. 
per annum for three lives, or thirty-one years, of Sir 
Richard O'Donell, Bart, who is unable either to sell, or 
grant a longer lease, in consequence of the estate being 
strictly entailed, and in Chancery. The whole island 
is hia property, with the exception of two comparatively 
insigniiicant portiona belonging to Lord Sligo, and to 
Mr. M'Loughlin, of Tirinar. The land in Achil! is gene- 
rally held on a tenure of three lives or thirtj-one years. 
It would not be possible to say how much the tenants 
pay per acre, as it is let in holdings, which have never 
been surveyed. Probably niucpence per acre may be the 
average, taking the waate land into account, which 
smounta perhaps to the proportion of 150 to 1. The 
island is about ten miles long and four broad, and its 
circumference, including the varioua windings of the 
const, upwards of thirty, 

The beauty of Achill scenery is derived, as elsewhere 
OB this wild weatern coast, not from its foliage or any 

lind. M t'tttegoMii, a bleiung, and an example to the counlrjr; 
and thoDgta the preaent puriih-piint of Achill laid an ofBcial com- 

SUint sgainit the cbiet^ifficer at one of the ■tationi, *b being a 
iituitwr of the public peace, and petiliDned fai bis removal, the 
Court of laquiiy vhich lat upon hie conduct wai petfectlj »tis- 
fiiid of the ebargei being utterly gnNindlesi, and he of courw 
(•mains atbU(o«t. 



:,q,t,=cdbvGoOg[c 



v^etable prodnctionB, but from the fine fonuB of its 
nujuDtkine, and that lingular indeatatioa of co«st and 
multiplicity of isles and isletH which give bo peculUr a 
character to these Atlantic shores. You may imagine, 
from your knowledge of this very interesting coast, and 
from the particular position of Achill, what a rich and 
intricate variety of map-like scenery is to be obtained 
from the tops of its highest mountains. Some of the 
loftiest of these have been trigonometrically measured, 
and bear on their summits the usual conical heaps of 
■ods and stones, which mark the station of observation. 
The Croghan, or Saddle-head, at the West end of the 
island, is the highest, being two thousand two hun- 
dred and fifty-fouT feet, only two hundred and seventy- 
six feet lower than Croagh Patrick, which mountain it- 
self fonns a very beautifiil object in the distant scenery 
of Achill. SlibhmoT, or Slievemore, which rises im- 
mediately behind the settlement of Dngurth, on the 
North side, is two thousand one hundred and eighty feet, 
and Menuaan, on the South coast, is one thousand five 
hundred and twenty-one. We found the two last acces- 
sible on horseback. These mountains are of mica slaK 
and quartz formation. At the foot of the Saddle-head, 
near Keem, were recently found beautiful violet-coloured 
crystals, known by the name of the Achill amethyst; 
they bear a high polish, and have been set as orna- 
ments ; but no specimen is at present to be met with 
worth carrying away. On all the mountains of Achill are 
spots of good pasturage fiK* sheep and cattle. The mutton 
of Keem is of superior excellence. In other parts, the 
mountains are covered with heaths of various sorts, some 
of which are eaten by the cattle in winter, after being 
firstTjumt down to produce under-shoots. Of the plants 
I know nothing, and can only recollect observing the! 
miniature fern, the abundant thrift, and London-pride, 
and the pretty little tormentilla, of which the peasantry 
make a yellow dye for their shoe-skins. On the East 
side of Slievemore, at a great height above the sea, is an 
eagle eyrie, quite inaccessible I believe by human foot- 
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step, althougb the deprcdatioDs committed by iu inhabi- 
tants make it worthy of being an object of retributive 
attack. Foxes too abound, it is eaid, in the rocks of 
Slievemore, and carry on (heir profitable warfare also 
against the flockH and poultry. The eand-hills near 
Dogurth swarm with rabbits ; and as to fishes and birds, 
or rather ^^A and game, there are trout in abundance 
in the lakes, and Bsipes, widgeons, teal, woodcocks, 
grouse, plovers, curlews, and wild pigeons, for the sport- 
man's gun. Indeed, thia remote island was well-known, 
I believe, to many a native adventurer of this description 
in the West long before it emerged from its obscurity in 
the eye of the world by the mission of Mr. Nangle, or 
the traneient visits of a few recent travellers. Its simple 
inhabitants however had little communication with the 
towns on the main till the introduction of roads brought 
them into easier correspondence with their neighhourg. 
These roads, and indeed all similar ones tn the West of 
Ireland, and particularly in Errig and Connamara, may 
be regarded as the government-price of food in seasons 
of scarcity. The successive famines' which for the laat 
ten or twenty years have drawn so largely on the sym- 
pathy and the purees of the English and Irish pubhc, 
whether existing to the full extent ascribed to them or 
not*, have in their consequences, by causing the poor . 
to be set to public labour for the relief afforded ttwiB, 
left some permanent benefits on the face of the soil. Let 
us hope they may have left traces still more valuable in 
rugg^, but not ungrateful, hearts. 

The usual way of getting into the island &om the 
main is by crossing the farsett or sound, at the ferry of 
the salt-pans, where a gigantic dame, of six feet half an 
inch high, the wife of one of the coast-gnard men, holds 
a small farm, and has a tidy little room and a clean bed 

* The pment Lord lieotenont of Ireland, thongh not ^ren to 
nj any thht^ uncouitaoui to ptiectly, or indMd lo bd; mn, 
nmukiid Ttiy jiiitl]r of thoM iotennitleiit alHictiBm, whon ai — ~~ 
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for the traveller who may wish to atop there. The paa- 
Bsge here is not above one hundred and fifty yards wide, 
— it would be much improved by the conatruction of a 
■mall pier on either side. A little lower down, where the 
channel may be about the third of a mile in width, there 
is a shallow part fordable at low water, where the 
country people frequently pass to and from chapel ; but 
accidents have sometimes occurred here, in consequence 
of the water proving higher, and the current stronger, 
than the passenger supposed. The tides, from Black 
Sod Bay on one side and Clew Bay on the other, meet be- 
tween mis spot and Achill Beg with great violence. 

The seal frequents the Sound of Achill in considerable 
numbers. You may see one of these animals basking 
on the exposed rocka in the channel, the body entirely 
above water, motionless, and, as it were, uDconsdous of, 
or disdaining your approach, and then, as with noise- 
less oars and stealthy pace you come within whispering 
distance of his presence, he slides, like the crocodile of 
the Nile, calmly down into the water, and disappears. 

It is seldom that any of the exposed bays on the north 
or south sides of the island are free from heavy swells, 
causing a surf on the beach ; a eorragh, which is a boat 
formed of a slight frame of wood, covered with a skin, or 
tarred canvass, is therefore very generally used by the 
fishermen, on account of its buoyancy, and the ease with 
which it canhelaunched through the surf. Beingunpro- 
vided with a keel, however, they are what sailors call tick- 
lish vessels, and require great care in their management. 
The badness of the boats prevents the islanders of Achill 
from availing themselves of the abundance of fish which 
is to be found on their coasts. They patch them up, 
however, as well as the^ can for use at the season of the 
herring- fishery, which is tbdr harvest. 

These poor people are, when left to themselves, fiill of 
good-will and kinthiest. The coast'guard officer informed 
me that often, when amusing himself in different parts of 
the island with his gun or his fishing-rod, the poor people 
would come out to him from their cottages viith a oisli of 
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bot potatoes in their hands, aaying lie must be waating 
■oroe diDner. I have myself been an eye and ear-witness 
of the respectful Balutatione and the grateful words they 
bestow on the ProtcBtant stranger, and even upon that 
domiciliated stranger at Dugurth who, in spite of all his 
enemies can say against him, and in spite of their own 
wayward feelings towards him, lives among them for no 
other purpose, that they can see, but to do them good. 
Yet, as we have seen in thelatterpartof the history of the 
mission, the leaven of suspicion and prejudice has worked 
its way in the hearts of many, and dbposes them to regard 
with an evil eye, even the visitors who sre known to be 
receiving his hospitality. This is a feeling quite alien 
to the unconupted Irish heart, which always welcomea 
an English etranger with even exuberance of good will. 
We met personally with one or two instances of inci- 
vility and bad feeling. One was from a man on Mr. 
M'Loughlin'H property, who placed a bar across the road 
to prevent the jaunting-car with our luggage from pass- 
ing, declsring it was trespassing on a private road, till 
seeing a caast.^ard man who fallowed, he hastily cor- 
rected himself, acknowledging he had no orders from his 
landlord to do anylhing of the kind, and entreating that 
no mention might be made of it. 

The other instance of incivility vras from a lad 
mounted between two turf kreels on a horse which had 
juat brought bira across a stream we were ourselves 
desirous of fording. He was asked to show us the heat 
place for doing so, hut returned no answer. " Can't you 
spake?" said our Catholic John to him. " t dou't 
think it worth while," said the boy, " to spake to such 
as you." This was Irish John's English translation of 
bis countryman's languap^e ; and John was becomingly 
indignant at an insult in which himself too was involved. 
These instances of ill-will were probably the immediate 
effect of the excitement produced by a fresh pouring out 
of curses, at the chapel, on the day of our landing on the 
island. On the day following this, Mr. Nangle was 
cursed by the chiUren aa he walked through the vUlt^ 
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«f Dagurtli ; snd two Scripture readers, who went inlo 
(be Tillage of Dnniver, which is coDsideml the wmVt 
dispoied of any in the isltmc), with the view of seeing if 
tbCTe was any opening for the fbrmatioii of a school 
tltere, were itoned tmt of the village, and had to flee 
§br their lives. The perish priest, aware of the intCB- 
tions of the miaaionaries, bad preceded them at Ae vit- 
lage, bnt toolc particular care not to meet them face to 
Aue ; and after skulking about in H<rveral cabins, took 
Iiimself off, leaving some dozen of excited wretches to 
do hia hidding, or fulfil his understood wiehea. 

The language of Achil] is alti^tber Irish. Some of 
the poor people speak nothing else, but the greater nxm- 
htr know enough of English to anawer a very simple 
question ; and almost all can at least utter that beautiful 
** Ood speed you ! " which is always the kindly and 
pious word in the month of an Irish peasant when you 
part from hiro on your way. 

Their cottages differ but little from those on the other 
parts of the western coast, though some of them hare the 
peculiarity, once general in the island, of rounded roofii, 
resting on the four walla, without gable enda. The 
thatch is of bent or straw, fastened down vrith hsy-ropei. 
The wooden doors of some bats were closed at this sea- 
Km with a ]>adlock, which indicated, I believe, that the 
owners had abandoned their hornet for a time, ritber to 
gather in the harvest elsewhere, or to tend the cattle in 
the mountains, where they take up their abodes in tem- 
porary sheds called boulies, or boulieths. There ie fn- 
qnently attached to the cottages s small plot of gromid, 
inctosed by a hedge of tall osiers, which are planted fbr 
making the potato and turf baskets, A few cabbagea 
■re often grown within this little inclosure for the nse of 
the cowB. 

The hogB of Achill produce the finest turf for fuel «f 
any that ia cut in the county of Mayo. It bams wiUi 
great brilliancy, and fetches a good ]»ice in the market 
of Westport, to which some of it is conveyed in boat*. 

I could give yon the namet of aome twelre or fanrteen 
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nllageB,but I nappoMyim willdnpenu widitbetmeoutlb 
Tocabulary. 1 believe Keel on the weaten cotut io tbe 
Ixif^t and best looking, end may contain about 500 ia- 
lubitants. The principal Catholic chapel u at Dukanellf, 
on the same aide of the island. It ia, in exlernal appear- 
ance, little better than a bam ; " good enough, however," 
said one of our humble companioni, lowering his voice lent 
Johnny should hear, "for the worehipof the wafer;" 
good enough. I tfaonght, for the impious work of deal- 
ing out cursea. There a another chapel At Kildowney- 
on the Sound— the burial places are at Kildowney and 
at Slievemore; end at this latter place is the moat 
celebrtttMl holy well in the island. We never passed 
it without a pieasant hit — good-naturedly given, and a» 
well received — on all the miracles of which it was th« 
imputed author. " Are you much the better now, 
Johnny, for going on yonr knees round the well ?" ** I 
looj," said Johnny, with that happy cooflision of tense 
which mark* the Irish 'phraseology. He was requested to 
tell his tale. " And so you got the use of your speech 
all at once when you had kissed the water ? And had 
yon yovT sins forgiven too, beaidea?" "I did,'' tajw 
Johnny. " Ah, Johnny !" said our same humble com- 
panion, ** you know no better, bat there is bat ose 
fountain opened," ttc. 

On the ascent of Mennaan, by tbe side of a jvecipitoas 
pathway overhanging the cliff, is a string of cainu, 
consisting of heaps of atones neatly arranged in tba 
shape of truncated cones, with a larger and single up- 
right rising in the centre. It waa formerly tbe funeral 
path to the burial-gronnd, and these cairna marlc the 
Bpota where the bearers of the dead body depoaited theii 
burden, while a refreshing aip of the poteen gave then 
spirits to resume their exertiona, and where afterwards 
a prayer waa probably aajd for the de^iarted soul. 

1%e hanging-road or pathway of M«inaan is only fiir 
pedestrians, or for mountain ponies, but theie are other 
beantifnl roada io Achill fit for a carriage, which wind 
along the ftce of th« cliff at a great perpendicular eleva- 
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tion above the w&ves, with a parapet of only a foot high, 
and that Bometimes interrupted, along its edge. My 
Idnd and careful coast-guard attendant, who ^ded my 
quiet pony along thia Alpine road, was anzious to spare 
me an alarm I did not feel ; and moralising upon the 
aabject, eaid — " We are in as much danger as that every 
day of our lives : 'tis nothing but a thread that keeps oa 
firon the land of forgetfulneaa." Above the little ae- 
queetered cove of Keem, to which this road descends, 
and where it terminates, are two little whitewashed cot- 
tages, hanging one above the other on the brink of a 
torrent, which, after rushing under the pointed arch of a 
picturesque bridge, loses iteelf in the absorbing tauda, 
and is scarcel; to be tracked to the aea. The torrent 
threatens in winter to tear away the foundations of the 
two cottages, which are, besides, not weather tight; yet 
they are the residence of two coast-guard boatmen and 
their families ; and in one of them we saw a young deli- 
cale creature, extremely pretty, and of the most engag- 
ing manners, who told us, while she smiled at our incre- 
dulous looks, that she was the mother of two stout and 
beautiful children who were running alone on the floor. 
I remarked upon the solitude and remoteness of her 
dwelling, and supposed she was never able to get over 
to Dugurth on a Sunday, on account of the distance, 
which must be as much as eight or nine miles: " Oh 
dearl" said she earnestly, " I walk it vrith pleasure ! 
it is such a blessing to have a man like Mr. Nsngle 
among us, that I'm sure I would go twice the distance 
to hear him ! " The husband of this interesting young 
Irishwoman, tall and elegant in his person, and abso- 
lutely gentlemanly in his manners, looked like some 
^ung hero of romance, seeking adventures, or driven 
mto them by the force of his destiny. He remarked the 
interest hia young wife had excited in me, and while she 
was spreading hra little board with some cold mutton, 
toead, cheese, and whiskey, for our refreshment, he 
collected tt^ther his best specimens of the AchUl ame- 
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thyst, Kfld prCMcd titem ^1 npoR ny meecptanee a«t of 
pore gratitude. 

I am not aware tf thcte bd^ a^ otii«eto »f an^ii- 
tectBTal antiquitj in Achill, nolew it be an lAd tattle m 
^t skape (^ a square tower, which oaee fiimied part of 
a larger buQding, cm the border of the Sound. Tbia 
ia attributed, like all ainiilar structuTea en thia rnaat, 
to that &IWNM lad J of the inka, Qoeen Granawaile, wIh^ 
in hev faTOorite rcwdence on Clare ietand, where ahe ww 
liable to be ■«irprned, ilept with the cable* of her ships 
at an^Kn: made fitst to her own bedpoets. 

With this iUnetrioHB hid; — the only ancient wotdiy 
I have heard of in Acbill — I must cloae my loag 

rie. You asked me for a few notei oh AchiU aad 
Achill misaion, and I have inflicted upon yon in 
retnm a desultory essay, the scc^ of which may yet not 
be ^te so kit<jligibw as I intended. I^ howefer, I 
have mide my meaning at all understood, I am leia am 
apologist of Mr. Nangle's mission in particular, than 
aaxkms to point out by its examjrfe the necessity, and 
in some degree the poseihiUty also, of raising the people 
of Ireland trom that state of melancholy degradatioB in 
wliicb they are dr^^ng on- their rude and abject 
existence. The remoteness and insularity of Achill made 
it B fit place on which to commence the expcriioait. 
The Catholic religion there was quiet, becauee it was 
undisputed and triumphant, and the simple and ignorant 
islanders, though debased by gross superstition a, were 
free from any malignant or hostile feeling towards the 
BCw-comers. We have seen, on the contrary, that they 
Bocm b^an to regard them as benefactors, and that thtr 
crowded to receiTe iustmctioa in the scbo^, thaugh 
that instruction no doubt hod a direct tendency to wean 
then from their ern»». 

The Irish PrMestants in those districts we hare ii- 
aited, feeble in numbers and strength, are dnconraged 
and alarmed at the indiffereoce or incredwlity with 
which their endangered interests are regarded, and are 
disciplining their minds (whenever their minda are vndcr 
T 3 
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the influence of strong piety) rather to BubnuBsion to the 
chastisenieiita of a righteous God, than exerting them-' 
nelvee to make available such human means of Tesistance, 
ai are sanctioned fay all we can underBtand of his Divine 
ffovemment of the world. Such, in particular, is the 
dispOEition often evinced by the moet pious and exem- 
plary of the clergy of the Established Church. They 
iear, lest in the excitement of human passions, they 
should not " Icnow what manner of spirit they are of." 

I am not exactly aware of what your opinions are ou 
these subjects, and cannot help feeling that I have no 
excuse whatever for intruding mine upon you, but on the 
ground of my persuasion that our opportunities of he- 
coming acquainted with the general state of feeling and 
opinion amongst all parties in Ireland, or rather in that 
part of it with which we are best acquainted, may have 
been better than geiterally fall to the lot of the casual 
traveller. 

Though I fear I may not have complied with your 
wish in the kind of way you intended, yet if this letter, 
or any part of it, can at all answer your purpose, it is 



at your disposal. 
22nd Jan., 1836. 



Believe me, &c. &c. 



P. S, February 21th. Since writing the above, I have 
received some authentic information from a friend rela- 
tive to the Irish Society, which appears in some districts 
of Ireland to iK producing very important and beneficial 
effects. Its ^ency is chiefly carried on by Scripture- 
readers in the Irish tongue; both Roman Catholics ani) 
Protestants, who go from bouse to house (usually in the 
evening) and read to all who are willing to listen, or 
teach such as are desirous of reading for themselves. 
On leaving one house, the place and time are appointed 
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foi the next meeting, and generally the houae U crowded, 
the desire to hear and leani beia^ bo gr^at that the 
people bring with them candles and little baskets of turf, 
KB the houBeholder'B Email means would not allow of hia 
supplying them. Owing to the qtiietneet and privacy of 
tlieee proceedingH, the priest is often ignoiaut of what is 
gmng on till it hae made considerable progress. Thia 
occuired in a certain district where, when it came to the 
knowledge of the priest, it was denounced, or as the 
Irish say, "spoken against," from the altar; and all 
those who were poBaeaaed of Irish bibles were ordered to 
bring them to chapel the next Sunday, and dehver 
them to the prieat. In consequence of this order, the 
reading people assembled in numbers along with the 
Scripture-readers, when they agreed to Ecarch the Bible 
for passages forbidding, or even diacouraging, the general 
reading of the Scriptures. None such being to be found, 
but many on the contrary side, their minds were much 
quieted, and the following Sunday, when the priest afier 
mass called Ibr the Bibles, the chief reader stood for-. 
vard before the altar, and drawing his Bible from his 
breast, declared that if his reverence could point out one 
single verse prohibiting or discouraging its being read, 
he and his friends would give up their Bibles to him at 
once. The priest, unable to point out any, resorted to 
violence and abuse. The Scripture-reader therefore put 
bis Bible back into his bosom, and with his followers 
quitted the chapel in a body, and have never submitted 
to the ecclesiastical mandate. 

The people are so very anxious for instruction, that 
they not unfrequently waylay such Protestant clei^mea 
as are known to understand Irish ; and who, from time 
to time, go about to inspect the progress and conduct of 
the readers, in order that they may ask queetions and 
have their doubts and difficulties removed. 

It is an interesting circumstance, that the two Crottys 
(whom I have alluded to in a former part of this letter) 
have aet up an independent chapel at Birr, where they 
read and preach the Scriptures, declare against pur- 



:,q,t,=cdbvGoOgle 



I^torj mnd otlier things abo, ud hare ft eoBgi egrti ott of 
3000 peoi^. Great snbscriptioDS are coUecting firom 
both Soman Catholica and ProtestantB, hr the purpmc 
of building a new and lai^ chapel. This correspondeiit, 
^o writea ao recently as the present tnonth of Febmaiy, 
obeCTves, that Ibere is & great atir anumg the petqtle 
generally. They will ie«d and ihey vtill go to the 
•ehooli. The writer ha* a school of 69 children at the 
preaent moment, and would have twice as many if the 
room could hold them. In a durtriet where, till lately, 
every attempt of the Iriah Society bad feiled, the people 
not being ready for it, there have bees 13 ecboolH eata- 
bliahed since Chriitmu, containing 421 acholan-men, 
women, and children. In consequence of these Echoob, 
many peraona have already asked for EngHih Testis 
ments, that they may compare them with the Irish. 

I canruit conclude this aubject better, nor more cor- 
rectly exprcM my own sentiments, modiSed in some 
respects aa they hare been by these fitcts, than in the 
language of the friend who has kindly communicated 
them to me. "There csn be little doabt that the Scrip- 
tures in the Irish tongue will be the moat e£Gcient engine 
for the improvement of the people. The language of 
their fother-lsnd, as they ^ndly term it, not only rmchea 
their understandings, as English cannot do, but comes 
home to their hearts as the language of their aBectiona; 
and that, with the added tenderness with which what 
has been proscribed, is cherished There is also anotber 
advaatage in this mode. The knowledge of the truth 
gains thnr understandings, withont attacking or ofiend- 
mg former prejudices, and these scales upon the mind 
fall off gradually while the inquirer hardly perceives, at 
least with any pain or irritation, how these changes take 

£)ace ; he looks back, with wander, to the strange tbii^ 
e haa believed ; and, with the strength of clear, new- 
gained C(»)Tiction, clings to the gospel light, from which 
he feels he vfas before shut out" 
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Bxlraet qf a Letter from a Clergyman in Ireland to a 
Friend in London ; dated Newport, Mayo, Jan, 28, 1838. 

With respect to the Achill miasion, it ie, thank Gad, 
flouriBbing beyond all our expectations ; notwithstanding 
the oppoeition of the titular Archbishop M'Hale and 
his boat of prieats, with their excitements to the most 
murderous persecution, converts continue to come in. A 
neat and simple church is just completed in the aettle- 
ment, in which a congregation of from seventy to ninety 
assemble to hear in their own tongue the wonderful 
works of God in the redemption of fallen man ; and this 
where public worship was never heard before, if we ex- 
cept the idolatrous worship of the Komish wafer ani 
the inculcation of the abominable doctrines of Dens' 
theology. If there was room in the Achill settlement, a 
very lai^e congregation would soon be collected, A 
second missionary and his family are about to go i[ito 
the island, A Christian gentleman, a doctor, has taken 
up his residence, and is building a house to reside in 
permanently : he dispenses advice and medicine to the 
natives gratuitously. Many families have openly left 
the Romish Church, and' are receiving scriptural in- 
struction ; their children attend' the day and Sunday- 
schools; and an infant-school will soon be opened, the 
room for which is building. M'Hale thought by his 
visit to annihilate our work, but the Lord frustrated his 
design ; and, I trust, will bring his counsel and that of 
all our enemies to nought. A printing-press is set up 
in the settlement, which will commence immediately : 
we comtemplate the publicatiou of a periodical, to be 
named " The Reformer," to he circulated through the 
post-office. We are blamed by many lukewarm " liberal '' 
(so called) persons, but we take the bull by the homs — • 
our motto is " Nulla pas Roniie;" we lifl; up our voices 
and crj' aloud to our fellow-men, to come out of her who 
hath corrupted the gospel by her abominations and iu- 
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rentioai. Mr. Stanley, of Alderley, in Iub late pamphlet; 
and luch like friendB of peace (but not the peace incul- 
cated in Ood'a wMd), ceoiurea na aCTerelj; but the 
teatinionj of the Lord Jeaua i& in oui behalf, plain aitd 
aatuiactor; — for he eaye, divisions, and strife, and oppo- 
aitioD, and peraecation, will follow wherever hia woid ia 
Ai^^ly spolcen : an nnholj truce with priests and 
teachera of idolatry and heresy we will never make. 
Our ScriptuTe-TeadcTB and labourera, and converta fraa 
Popery, have been violently aasanlted, and their lives, aa 
well as our own, endangered i we have been refused the 
justice due to every Britiah subject — die great charter 
of British liberty, trial by jury, baa been perverted by 
the priests' influence, to shield the guilty wLom they 
encouraged to violence and bloodshed, to acquit thoa 
contrary to plain evidence; still we lave been, thank 
God, supported by Him that is for us, greater than they 
that are against us, in all our diffiealties. The Rev. 
Edward Nangle, the resident missionaty, feaiiesily de- 
votes himself to the woilc, and will, I trust, be apsrad to 
see an abundant harreM ; for it is written, " they that go 
out and sow weeping, shall retom with x full harreat, 
njoicing." 

Fray escuse this long letter: my attempt aa to > 
Protestant colony is going on very well ; I have agreed 
to take B large and fertile valley, called Glenlaura, in 
the mountains near this, on which to place many poor, 
persecuted aervants of God. 

Yours, ftc. • • • • 
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LONDON, 
BUn/ml Slrttt 
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